
   I can forget to thank people. Did I tell this person I appreciated
their kindness? Did I let my brother know I loved the Christmas gift
he gave us? Gratitude is a spiritual gift that reflects maturity,
humility, and joy. We have an abundance at First UCC to be grateful
for. As I sit down to write this reflection, it is only two weeks into the
New Year. So much happened here at Church from the Christmas
Eve flood that I wonder if I took the time to be mindful and grateful
for God’s blessings to this congregation and to our community. I can
forget to be grateful. How about you?
     February is the month of St. Valentine’s Day and the start of our
Lenten season. Valentine’s Day is the obvious expression of
thankfulness for love in our lives. You can send the greetings to
neighbors, aunts, uncles, partners, and siblings. Perhaps in grade
school you were invited to write Valentines to all of your classmates.
Maybe these days you send a general Facebook message giving
thanks for all of your friends. Or maybe you still go old school and
write a card or make a phone call to that dear relative reminding
them of your affection and appreciation for them in your life. 
 Whatever your practice, I encourage you to extend this mindfulness
and thoughtfulness into the Lenten season. Ash Wednesday is
February 22. The liturgical season serves as an opportunity to be
appreciative for life.We can practice being mindful of God in our
daily existence.  “From dust you came, to dust you shall return.”
“Return to God, and remember you are a beloved child of God.” We
receive the ashes on our foreheads. It’s like the parent with the
gentle reminder, “Did you tell grandma thanks for the gift?” Oh
yeah!!
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     This past holiday season was like nothing we have experienced in
my time with you. I came away grateful to be a part of this congregation.
First Church folks have been terrific. The efforts of the clean-up; the
extra time members have spent meeting with the insurance company;
being here with the cleanup crews; organizing rooms; or showing up for
Sunday worship even with the mess all around, I am thankful for the
extra efforts and time of this congregation.Your outreach to one another
and to the community is quite appealing. You have a love language that
reveals itself in word, action, gifts, and in your time devoted to practicing
the love of Christ in all that you do.The year is just beginning but our
Christian practice and lives are always a source of compassion and
love.May we remember to give thanks for each day. 

Blessings and thank you always,
Pastor Dan
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02/03 – Barb Carl
02/05 – Carol Marksberry
02/07 – Maddie Weyand-Geise
02/09 – Mandi Cornish
02/12 – Braden Buttelwerth
02/14 – Amy Weyand-Geise
02/17 – Shelly Steiner
02/25 – Ron Rodenbeck
02/25 – Jason Rodenbeck
02/27 – David Krebs
02/28 – Laura Copenhaver

Joe S. and Nicara W. (dear friends of Ed and Bev Bosse); Jim Kissel and the entire Kissel family at
the passing of Ginny; Stephanie (friend of Mary Day); The Weyand Family at the passing of Jared

Weyand (nephew of Jim); The Family of Terry Berger at his passing (First Church member and friend
of Pastor Dan); Sharon Godsey (niece of Ginny Krebs); Heather Nichols (niece of Susan Ley); Senior

Social and the Family of Linda Blatt at her passing; Margie & Robert Barnett (neighbors of Linda
Krebs); Kathy & Jim Finegan (mother and stepfather of Christine Guillory); Mary Sanker (cousin of
Janet Copenhaver); Amber Matson (cousin of Kim Ogden); Dan McClanahan (son of Ollie Helm);
Lee Johnson (friend of Terri Stang); Bryan (son of Susie Cairns); Family of Jackie Smith; Brenda
(daughter of Ron Kirkman); Barb Shawn (aunt of Suwanna Kirkman); Danny Wesley (grandson of
Margie League); Bill Hinken (brother of Margie League); Patsy Koch; Dave Hawkins’ brother; Craig
Smith (son of Jackie Smith); Kathy Skinner (friend of Jackie Smith); Mark (friend of Sharon, friend of

the Senior Social); Kesha and Family (friends of Ron Kirkman); Michelle Richards (friend of the
Senior Social); Faith Martin (friend of Linda Krebs); Sharon (friend of Hilda Faulkner); Pam (friend of
Hilda Faulkner); Janet Roland and Cynthia Roland (nieces of Jackie Smith); Judy Henderson (friend
of the Senior Social); Charlie (friend of Herb Brookbank); Stas Dharikov (Ukrainian friend of Christina

Henderson); Family of Linda Johnson (friend of Sharon & Ron Rodenbeck); Glenn Smith (son of
Jackie Smith); Larry, Carol Ann, and Sandy Brzezinski.
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AnniversariesAnniversaries

Please Keep in PrayerPlease Keep in Prayer~ ~

02/25 – Dan & Amy Weyand-Geise

BirthdaysBirthdays

Deepest Sympathy
To Jim Kissel and the entire Kissel family at the passing of Ginny on Sunday, January 15. 

 Ginny was a dear member of the church who will be sorely missed.  There will be a
Celebration of Life service here at First Church in the near future.



Great Thanks
     To Jimmy and Kim for making sure the bell tower didn’t fall over or for any more flooding while Amy and I
were away in January. We look forward to being back with everyone for worship on February 5    and
celebrating with communion. - Pastor Dan

Mission Update
Volunteer Tutors at Washington UCC
Dear Supporting Churches: our after-school tutoring program, Homework Club, starts the second semester the
week of January 23. We are seeking your help in publicizing our need for volunteer tutors. The program, which
serves students age 6-12 from low-income families, operates from
4-5:30 p.m. to form a relationship with their matched student. Thank you for any help. - Laurel Humes, Tutor
Coordinator and Nancy Matthew, Director

Faith in Action Breakfast
Join us February 14 at 8:30 AM for a panel discussion on the role faith communities play in addressing the
affordable housing crisis. Found House IHN’s mission is to provide shelter, housing, and support to families
experiencing housing insecurity and to strengthen those services through interfaith and community
partnerships. Cost of the breakfast is $30. For more information and to purchase tickets, visit:
WWW.FOUNDHOUSE.ORG/FIABREAKFAST

Senior Social and Fishes and Loaves
     Our Wednesday groups – Senior Social at noon and Fishes & Loaves from 5-6 p.m. (pick-up) are still
having to adjust to water effects in the kitchen. We will have Fishes and Loaves beginning February 8 since
they are able to prepare their meals off-site. The Senior Social will have to wait until further notice to resume.
We will be back together – just not now. Thanks to everyone for their patience during our “down” time. 

Ash Wednesday
 Services will be held February 22 at noon and 7:00 p.m. at First UCC. 
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More Mission Updates
     In January I had two delightful meetings with Washington UCC’s new pastor Melissa Stephens. The first
was with First UCC member Larry Bronnert and Melissa. Larry continues his involvement with Washington
UCC’s Homework Club. It was a chance to introduce Melissa and hear what her ideas are for the community.
Much like CAIN in Northside, Washington UCC is essential as a sanctuary or safe place for many in Camp.
Melissa looks forward to ways First UCC can continue to support the ministry there. We hope to hold an
upcoming meeting with other UCC pastors and congregations to emphasize the collaborative efforts needed
to sustain Washington UCC. I hope to have Pastor Melissa out here on a Sunday morning to share a mission
moment with our congregation.
     The other meeting was with UCC clergy as we gathered for dinner in Newport, courtesy of the gracious act
of David Hosea, a longtime supporter and member of the UCC and community social outreach. There, I also
was with Pastor Stephens, Laurel and Mel Humes, and several other longtime UCC clergy and their partners.
I came away from the three hours feeling renewed in my convictions about the UCC’s potential to make a
difference in our metropolitan area and in our local churches. People like Laurel and Mel, along with so many
in our own congregation are making a beautiful difference in their neighborhoods. The food programs like
Fishes and Loaves, or Phil’s Place are like what some other congregations do. Churches bring a spirit of
compassion and the way of Jesus into what we do.
     Phil’s Place continues to be a hangout for me on most Mondays. If others would like to join me to serve the
meals, feel free to stop in between 3-5 down at CAIN, 4230 Hamilton Avenue in Northside. Thanks to Cairns
& Crew (Susie, Gail Bauknecht, Ruth Beck, Ed Bosse, and Ron Kirkman) for their work on the January 30th
dinner. One hundred and thirty-three meals were handed out. CAIN staff and the guests appreciate you and
the wonderful hospitality and meal each time.

Noah's Ark Progress - aka our flood cleanup
     As of January 13, we were awaiting our Insurance Board’s financial determinations for the water damage
from Christmas Eve. We have a team that will focus on the rebuild. Jimmy Wiederhold will chair the group and
report to the Church Board. The Church Board will continue to update folks when there is more to report.
Thank you for your patience. The Bible is not explicit about how long it took to build the ark, but we trust that
like Noah, a new creation awaits us. Fortunately, the pipes did not burst for 40 days.
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December 2022 and January 2023 SPECIAL MEETING
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Pastoral Team:
Dan Weyand-Geise

Pastor, Ext. 17
Jimmy Wiederhold

Director of Music, Media, and Faith Formation, Ext. 11
Kim Ogden

Pastoral Administrator, Ext. 10
 
 

Church Board:
 June Bronnert, President
 Christine Guillory, Vice-President
 Christy Meyer, Treasurer
 Darrell Copenhaver, Financial Secretary
 Bruce Steinhard, Recording Secretary
 Ruth Beck
 Ed Bosse
 Milt Hauck
 Bill Henrich
 Travis Mandery
 Margie Spatz

 

Keeping the love of Christ at the center of everything we do so that all members

will be empowered to become Spirit-Led Servant Leaders.
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