
     Recently I preached a sermon that I entitled “Bountiful Ways.” That
will not likely jar anyone’s memory who was there to hear it. But if I had
said this was the sermon that I proclaimed, “WTF!!” I bet some of you will
remember some of your own takeaways from that sermon. 
     So now that you have read here that I proclaimed a sermon with
“WTF” you might wonder whether this might just be a recurring phrase
for each sermon. I think we are on to something. In our pews each
Sunday, I believe nearly everyone comes to church with a heaviness or at
least some moment that can lead them to sacred conversation and holy
encounters. As I noted in the sermon, it is not just the moments of dread
and despair that lead us to shout “WTF” but also those moments of
wonder and surprise. Those “Bountiful Ways” of turkey appearances,
rainbows, and children’s laughter, or the beauty of the wise older person
in our midst that gives us pause to proclaim “WTF.” 
     These summer days of heated debates over religious, political,
international, cultural, and individual concerns, are uncomfortable and
disheartening. Church small groups like the Guild, Ladies Night Out, the
Sisterhood of Seekers, Fishes and Loaves, or even the Pizza with the
Pastor moments provide some space for “WTF” conversation. Perhaps
you have an online group or a support group that you attend. Great! Look
for healthy ways to unpack “WTF” is going on inside and outside of you. 
    In response to the “Bountiful Ways” sermon, I have had a handful of
people say they thought I was going to end the sermon by revealing a
more sanitized and religious spin to the question “What the *!+#?” They
suggested “WTF” stood for “Where’s the Faith.”YES! This is exactly where
“Bountiful Ways” take us. It's August and we are in the second half of
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2025. “Where’s the Faith” leads us to meaning and purpose. Our UCC Region
513 will gather on August 25  at Immanuel UCC in St. Bernard to explore
some activities and common ministry opportunities. This will be a pot-luck
gathering like last Fall’s meeting when we had representatives from more
than 17 local UCC churches. It is a chance to hear what others are doing;
where we can partner; how we can witness to the wider community around
issues of mission, service, and advocacy. “Where’s The Faith?” – come join us
on the 25  or on Sunday mornings or throughout the week as you check in
the website or Facebook page. “WTF” - I hear it and see it quite often –
faithful expressions of love, health, and justice. 

th
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     (Another WTF) With the Faithful,
     Dan

The Pastor'sThe Pastor's
Report (cont.)Report (cont.)
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Pizza with the PastorPizza with the Pastor
Our next Pizza with the Pastor is Sunday, August 3 .

There are still spots available. If you’ve never been to one,
join us – it’s a real treat! See Pastor Dan or Amy.

rd

Region 513 GatheringRegion 513 Gathering
On Monday, August 25 , there will be a gathering of the Region
513 UCC churches. This will take place at Immanuel UCC in St.

Bernard at 6:30 p.m. It will be a potluck gathering, as we had
last fall. There were 17 churches represented at that meeting.

We hope for more individuals to attend this year.

th
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What's the Buzz?What's the Buzz?

Jimmy Wiederhold
Director of Music, Media, 

and Faith Formation

Updates on Music, Media, and Faith Formation 
     August is greeting us with some good news – cooler temperatures! What a
hot summer it has been not only with the weather, but with all the great
music my friends have brought to the sanctuary each Sunday! We will
welcome six more guests before the choir and handbells return for another
exciting season.
     On August 3, fellow woodwind doubler Matt Warner will bring his array of
instruments. Matt was last at church for our Wicked service in January,
playing the alto saxophone. Between the two of us, there will be seven
different woodwinds used on the 3 ! On August 10, Katherine Jenningsrd

returns to First UCC and she and I will be performing works from Broadway’s famous composer,
Jason Robert Brown. The highly adored couple of Brian and Jennie Malone are with me on August
17 and I have asked them for another bluegrass/country music service - it was a big hit last
summer! 
     I’m excited to share that on the 24 , our special music guest may not be known to many of you,
but he holds a very dear place in the heart of Bev Smith – it is her talented son, Austin! In a “it’s a
small world” moment, Austin and I have known one another for well over a decade, having
performed together on oboe during my undergrad years. And although he resides out of state, he
is in town for one weekend and is willing to share his talent with us! We close out the month with
a new friend of the church, Corbin Keene. Corbin and I met on a gig in November; he is a
sophomore saxophone major at CCM. He saw my posts about First UCC, really liked our message
(and the music �), and has been attending services whenever his schedule allows. I’m excited to
have Corbin back in Cincinnati after his summer at home, and I know he will be a delight closing
out our summer of special music.

th

     Finally, here are a few important updates and dates to remember… Wednesday, August 13 at
7:00pm is an information session for anyone interested in being part of chancel or handbell choir.
Originally, I was meeting with handbell folks on Sunday the 17  but that is theth

(continued on next page)
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What's the Buzz? (cont.)What's the Buzz? (cont.)
next Sisterhood of Seekers meeting, and I know we can’t be in two places at once! Next, the family
center has sound! We’ve had a trial run, and I’ve heard it was a great success. I’m ready to begin
designing the space with furniture - young families, I’m looking at you! Please text me or find me
after church on a Sunday and let’s begin decorating. We have a lot of furniture and toys in the
basement to go through.
     I will be gathering members the Cincinnati ONA Coalition this month to discuss ideas and
create an action plan for the churches. I appreciate the questions and ideas that have come my
way since I shared my ONA insight on July 27. I would like to also meet with First UCC’s ONA
committee – those who helped guide us to becoming ONA in 2018. I’d also welcome new voices
and ideas to the group. More information to come on that soon.
     Have a great month! 
     Jimmy

The EnneagramThe Enneagram
Join our Heartland Conference for “From Role to Soul” – Exploring
the Enneagram.” This workshop is FREE on August 27 from 10 a.m.

to 5 p.m. at Camp Christian in Marysville. Contact Christine Guillory
or the church office for more information.

Thanks, Rick!Thanks, Rick!
If you haven’t had a chance to go into the Fellowship Hall, take a peek.
Thanks to Rick Dunn, the floors are absolutely stunning! Fantastic job,

Rick! Many thanks for all your hard work.



Page 5

BirthdaysBirthdays

AnniversariesAnniversaries

08/06 – Wendy Hawkins
08/09 – Janet Copenhaver

08/10 – Dani Powley
08/14 – Jeff Runck

08/17 – Patty Baldwin
08/21 – Anita Durrett

08/22 – Kathie Steinhard (The Big 7-0)
08/23 – Amanda Krebs
08/24 – Katie Rhodes
08/27 – Lucille Geise

08/18 – Bruce & Kathie Steinhard
08/27 – David & Jean Krebs
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Bill Mayer (member); Kathie Steinhard (member); Lynne (friend of the church); Connie
Edwards (cousin of Kim Ogden); Ramon (grandson of Hilda Faulkner); Kevin Richards

(member); Joan Smith (daughter of the late Ollie Helm); Diane Ripley (friend of the Kirkman’s);
Elaine Lewis (Jackie Smith’s granddaughter); Family of William Kirkman (uncle of Ron

Kirkman); Bill & Nancy Baumann (friends of the church); Marvin Stamper (employee at C.M.
Meyer & Assoc.); Su H. (friend of Bev Bosse); Darryl P. and Mickey P. (cousins of Bev Bosse);

Friends from Clovernook (of Carol Ann White); Family of Anna Jean Shock (aunt of Ron
Kirkman); Family of Gary Smith (husband of Sandy; step-father of Patty Baldwin); Sharon

Kazee (prayer asked from Sandy Echols); Michelle Richards (dear friend of the Senior Social);
Nicole Farlow and Family (friends of Kim Ogden); Terry Morgan (husband of Bernice Morgan,
friends of the church); Christine White (friend of Jackie Smith); Joey Miller (grandson of Ron

Kirkman); Cindy Moeller (friend of Bruce & Kathie Steinhard); Family of Bruce Banker
(member); Diana Gross (dear friend of the Senior Social); Hannah Steinhard (daughter of Bruce
& Kathie Steinhard); Family of Barb Shaw (Suwanna Kirkman’s aunt); Kimberly Morgan (cousin
of Ron Kirkman); Brian Kirkman (son of Ron Kirkman); Family of Bob Lewis (brother-in-law of
Kay Young); Family of Jim Knepper (family friend of the Kern’s); Tiffany Nelson (friend of Ron
Kirkman); Dale Merz (cousin of Michelle Richards); Beth Luken (sister of Dan Luken; friend of

the Krebs’ family); Irina (church friend); Joyce Napier (friend of the Krebs’ family); Pam and
family (friend of Hilda Faulkner); Amanda and family (daughter of Hilda Faulkner); Kelly Ann

Pennington (sister-in-law of Suwanna Kirkman); Family and friends of Jackie Smith; Vicki
Thorner (Sue Bilz’ cousin); Tina Maxwell (Sue Bilz’ best friend); Beverly & Mike Rose (dear

friends of Suwanna Kirkman); Faith & Dave Martin (friends of Linda Krebs); Jack Parsons (father
of Patti Baldwin); Michelle M. (cousin of Bev Bosse); Thomas (nephew of Hilda’s friend, Pam);

Heather Nichols (niece of  Susan Ley); Kesha and Family (friends of Ron Kirkman); Charlie
(friend of Herb Brookbank); Stas Dharikov (Ukrainian friend of Christina Henderson). 

Please Keep in PrayerPlease Keep in Prayer~ ~



Page 7

Life of the ChurchLife of the Church
In partnership with City Gospel Mission’s Whiz Kids
Program
We are currently seeking compassionate, committed volunteers to serve as
literacy and math tutors for children in grades K–5. Over 25 families which
includes 32 students have already signed up, eager to receive support
academically and spiritually.

When: Tuesdays, 2:45–3:45 PM (just one hour a week)
Where: College Hill Academy (right in the heart of the community)
Commitment: September through April
No teaching experience needed just a heart for children and a desire to
make a lasting impact.

All supplies, training, and support are provided. Tutors will build trusted
relationships, help with reading and math, and share God’s love through a
consistent, encouraging presence.
If you or someone in your congregation is looking for a meaningful way to
serve in College Hill, we invite you to join us. This is more than tutoring, it’s
discipleship, mentorship, and mission all wrapped into one hour a week.
For more information or to get involved, please contact Nikki McKenna
Director of Family Ministries at College Hill Presbyterian at
nmckenna@chpc.org or call 513-491-5571. 

mailto:nmckenna@chpc.org


Page 9Page 8

(continued on next page)



Page 9Page 9

(continued on next page)



Page 9Page 10



Page 11

Our CovenantOur Covenant
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Follow Us!Follow Us!

@firstucccincy


