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ERC: Energy Release Component

• The Energy Release Component (ERC) is a fire danger index used by fire 

managers to track fire season and guide suppression and fuel treatment 

operations. It represents the cumulative drying effect of daily meteorology 

on fuel moisture, particularly live and dead fuels, and is a build-up index, 

meaning its values are carried over from day to day.



ERC Charts



National Fire Danger Rating System (NFDRS)

• The National Fire Danger Rating System (NFDRS) is a system used by 
fire managers to assess and predict wildfire danger based on factors 
like fuel, weather, and topography, ultimately informing decisions 
about fire suppression and prevention efforts.



Fire Restrictions



Precipitation



Drought
2025



Fire Danger Outlook



Black Mesa Staffing Levels

• 1-Type 3 engine
• 4-Type 6 engines
• 1–10-person Initial Attack crew
• 1- Water Tender
• 1-Type 2 Dozer
• Black Mesa IHC (Hot Shots)
• 3 Lookouts
• 5 Misc overhead



Engine Types

Type 6 Engine Type 3 Engine



Planned Prescribed fires/10 year history



Planned Timber Projects



Questions?

• References
• https://www.weather.gov/fgz/fire-weather

https://www.weather.gov/fgz/fire-weather
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