
VIII-

IX.

WINFIELD SCOTT HORNBAKER,the fifth child born to JohnW. Hornbaker II and
MargaretMathersHornbaker,wasborn on June1,1861nearClearCreek,Indiana. Died
on August 13, 1888at Newton, Kansas.

GRACE EUNICE HORNBAKER,the sixth child born to John W. Hornbaker II and
MarqaretMathersHornbaker,was born on May 23, 1864at ClearCreek, Indiana. She
marriedEdwardJ. Michaelwho wasborn on June11, 1860,Fredricksburg,Maryland on
December21, 1890. Ed died on January14, 1944. Gracedied on July 12, 1949. Two
children were born to the union:

A. RuthS.Michael, born April 6, 1896. Never married. Died on .

B FlorenceA. Michael, born January30, 1902. Died December2, 1976. Florence
was County Superintendentof Schoolsin Harvey County (Newton), Kansasfor
years. Shedied on •

JohnWilliam HornbakerIII, Angie Hornbaker,Grace HornbakerMichael
and Laura Belle Parham
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X. JOHN WILLIAM HORNBAKER III (Uncle Willie), the seventh child bom to John W.
1 Hombaker and Margaret Mathers Hombaker, was born on April 27,1868 at Clear Creek,
I Indiana. He married Gertie George on June 6, 1894, she died on January 27, 1907.
| Three children were born to this union. Second marriage to Minnie Woods on December
| 25,1929. Minnie died on August 4,1934. No children bom to this union. Third marriage
f. to Sylvia Houston on March 21, 1937. No children born to this union. John William
\ Hombaker died on January 24, 1948. Three children bom to the first marriage:
t
\ A. Cecil G. Hornbaker, bom July 25, 1895, died December 1, 1980

B. Helen Hornbaker, born October 1, 1900
C. William Clifford Hornbaker, born April 27, 1904

A. Cecil G. Hornbaker, bom on July 25,1895 in Newton, Kansas. Married Margaret
Oliver on June 28, 1918. Cecil was a postal employee in Newton, Kansas. Cecil
died on December 1,1980. Margaret is living in a care home in Newton, Kansas
(as of June 1995), Kansas Christian Home, 1035 S.E. Third, Newton, KS 69119.
Two children were born to the union:

1. Eva May Hornbaker, bom May 2,1923. Married Leonard Harper on August
29, 1944. Both Eva May and Leonard were teachers and educators.
Leonard died on August 6,1980. Address: 4208 North Wheeler, Bethany,
OK 73008. One child was bom to the union:

a) Peggy Lynn Harper, bom August 23,1948. Married Dennis Taylor
on April 3, 1971. Divorced on April 10, 1974. No children to this
union. Second marriage to Ronald J. Simms on March 2, 1980.
Ronald is a Salesman. Address: 5416 N.W. 108th Terrace,
Oklahoma City, OK 73162. Issue:

(1) Preston Lynn Simms, bom February 13, 1982. j

(2) Reed Joseph Simms, born February 8, 1985.

2. John William Hornbaker IV (Bill), was bom January 29, 1926. Married
Norma Bergen on April 25, 1947. Three children bom to this union.
Divorced on January 1, 1972. Second marriage to Donna L Smith on
March 11, 1972. Bill was a postal employee in Hutchinson, Kansas,
now retired. Address: 62 Conifer Circle, Florissant, CO 80816. Three
children were born to the union:

a) Charles Le Forest Hornbaker, born August 15, 1950, Newton,
Kansas. Married Connie Marie Berkler on August 6, 1977. Charles
is a doctor. Address: 720 Northfield Road, Colorado Springs, CO
80919. Issue: I

(1) Kathrina Michelle Hornbaker, bom June 25, 1980.

(2) Charles Le Forest Hornbaker II, born June 8, 1982.

160



(3) Zacharias Berkler Hornbaker, born April 10, 1984.

(4) John William Hornbaker V, born March 2, 1986.

(5) Marisa Hornbaker, born January 8, 1989.

b) Michael Dean Hornbaker, born August 2,1953. Address: P.O. Box
192, Maize, KS 67101.

c) Gwendolyn Kay Hornbaker, born May 1, 1955. Married Michael
McCawley on September 2,1972. Michael is a Systems Programmer
(Computer). Address: 8123 Kirkwood, Kansas City, MO 61407.
Issue:

(1) Mary Kathleen McCawley, bom February 23, 1982,
Hutchinson, Kansas.

(2) Laura Colleen McCawley, born April 10, 1984.

(3) Elizabeth Ann McCawley, born March 1, 1988.

B. Helen Hornbaker, daughter of John W. and Gertie George, was born October 1,
1900. Died in April 1918.

f^- C William Clifford Hornbaker, born April 27, 1904. Married Edith Faulkenburg on
November 12,1925. William Clifford died on March 16,1962. Edith lives with her
daughter Marilyn in Houston, Texas. At this time (1995) she is 90 years of age.
Four children were born to the union:

1. Waldren Dean Hornbaker, bom November 25, 1926. Died on August 17,
1946 in an automobile accident.

2 Marilyn Joy Hornbaker, born May 29, 1928. Married John W. Field on
December 23, 1950. Address: 5818 Golden Forrest, Houston, TX 77092.
Three children were born to the union

a) Mark Winston Field, bom June 20, 1952. Married Janice Graham
on August 3, 1973. Address: 12003 Knobhill, Houston, TX 77070.
Issue:

(1) Jared W. Field, born June 3, 1982.

(2) Zackary G. Field, born August 23, 1985.

b) Kathleen Field, born May 28, 1957. Married _Bowner
on •
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c) Todd Mitchell Field, born August 7,1962. Married
on . Divorced on

3. Rosa Hornbaker, born and died on January 30, 1938.

4. James Linn Hombaker, born September 14, 1942. Married Deiores
Fimple Waters on August 8, 1963. Issue:

a) Shawn J. Hornbaker, born October 22, 1964.
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CHAPTER IX

JOHN W. HORNBAKER II AND MARGARET^1 MATHERS
AND THE MIGRATION TO KANSAS

County, Kentucky.

J*„ w. Horn** !-..«»-^T^HS^TJiTS^T'^

money). The deed (Pages 135.136.137.138 and139) states{me „p ^ ^ he
near "Harrods Creek" (note the county seat of Bourbon <County ljntu^y ^ north
sold the Kentucky farm Harmonious ?^toJ^^J^wBe Charlotte remained inand west of Cincinnati. Apparently his son John W. and jonns he fe
Kentucky. In his Will, he signed "* ™^ but no referencereferred to as "Harmonious". In his WJI he mentions h,s gandsonj son Jonn
iS^U^'S^S£i I, (Prolate Case #61) filed May 10.
1817, Preble County, Ohio.

- Charlotte (P^r^Etf^Harmonious' Will. John and CarlottaWjW^! 31 1811 and she is referred to
acopy of the "marriage ^^"i^tSiSo?.^ Ohio show that John Hombachas Carlotta Bishop The marriage records in^ourbon ^y " ^ ^ ^ dJohn w
married Sally Bishop on Janua^ 9 1812- we ™™J > documents are shown on
Hombaker I. was born on October 21. 1812 (a copy oi me m_. a
pages 25 and 26)

We do not at this time know what became^Qf^f^^111^.Hombaker I. We do know that Benjamin hved wrth^« 9randfa he. Ham, ^ ^ ^
Hombaker II must have beer,, wrthh* J^^^SLr- was indentured to Samuel
William Hombaccar "infant c.rphant d(John ™J^JJ^L of the -indenture" is shown on
Mathers by the "Justices" of Nicholas County Kentucky ta copy v Bourbon County.

kreferred lo as aTaylor-. Tte apprenlroeship •Ijj**" * "2^£ Kgusl 13.1833
__tt-is__r^^*"sss?_ft,i_?-i««i—«•
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According to the genealogy of the Mathers family as furnished to me by The Reverend
Tomkins, we find that Samuel Mathers was bom in 1759 in Bucks County, Pennsylvania and
died December 19,1830. Samuel had abrother William (born 1760, died November 30,1844). /S|
William Mathers served in the Pennsylvania Militia on at least two tours of military service during , *
the American Revolution. William married Esther Thorn (born 1762, died 1828). Seven children
were born to this union andthe last child bomwas Benjamin Franklin Mathers I, born September
15, 1797 in Nicholas County, Kentucky, died April 26, 1866, Clear Creek, Indiana.

Benjamin Franklin Mathers on October 21,1822 married Grace Letton (born January 14,
1801, died March 11,1877). The secondchild born to this union was Margaret Isabelle Mathers
who married John W. Hornbaker II on September 28, 1848.

Margaret Mathers was the daughter of Benjamin Franklin Mathers, who was the son of
William Mathers, who served as a soldier of the colonies in the American Revolution.

From the Mathers genealogy lists, we find that in the 1830's, many of the Mathers family
left Nicholas County, Kentucky and moved to Monroe County, Indiana, near Clear Creek.
Samuel, the person to whom John William Hombaker II was indentured, died in 1833 (John W.
was then 16) and it appears that he stayed with the Mathers family and came with them to
Monroe County, Indiana.

At no place do I find any reference to John William meeting or seeing his grandfather,
"Harmones Hornbaker" who was living in Preble County, Ohio. Nor do Ihaveany evidence that
Benjamin Hornbaker knew his brother, John W. Hornbaker, and versa visa?? If any one can
supply information on this point, it will be helpful and appreciated. ^%

I have in my possession a history of the first 100 years of the "Clear Creek Christian
Church" (1838-1938). Listed as charter members of the Church and as "elders" in the Church
are:

James Mathers 1838
John Mathers 1838
Benjamin Mathers 1838 (Deacon)
William Mathers 1838 (Clerk)

One hundred years later (May 22, 1938), T. Lee Mathers is listed as Clerk of the Church.

Captain Newton Mathers who was an officer in the Volunteer Regiment wherein James
Madison Hornbaker and Finley D. Hornbaker served during the Civil War, was a cousin of
Margaret I. Mathers Hornbaker.

The apparent mix-up on the correct name of Margaret Mathers is not unusual. You must
remember that the documents we are looking at have been copied and recopied by many
individuals and in many instances the writing is almost impossible to decipher. In the obituary
for Margaret Mathers Hombaker, her name is spelled "Mrs. Egaret J. Hornbaker" (obviously a
printer's error) and her maiden name given as "Margaret J. Mathers". In an affidavit made by
her son, her name is shown as Margaret I. Hombaker. By a deed in Deed BookT, Page 315,
Monroe County, Indiana, the deed was signed by John W. and Margaret E. Hornbaker. On her
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image license her name is given as "Isabela Margaret Mathers" (Book B. Page 157.
iptember 28, 1848).

oomington Township. Monroe County, Indiana.
..nnfk. o "*_rm_r° A"DroDertv owners map" of Clear Creek

_Jf___SKBBS!S_S=*fiS-A ——«
West Half of Northeast Quarter of Sectton,8. - 80 acres
West Half of Southwest Quarter of Section 8"80 acres

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

1.

I "SSSSS^t=^rte;'o? Section 8-80 acres,
in 1842. John W. Hombaker II married Mary "Polly" Finley. Three children were bom to

3

184

ie union:

America Jane, born August 12. 1843. died January 11. 1873. four children were bom
to this union:

a John W. Strain, born 1862
b Samuel M. Strain, born 1864
c. James Strain, died in infancy
d. George Sherman Strain

James Madison Hornbaker (Uncle Jim), born September 5, 1845
3. Finley D. Hornbaker, my grandfather, bom January 8, 1848.

• __.,<« innnarvifi 1848 lust eiqht days after the birth of Finley D. So Johnffi^££i^^£& anient one week of age.

ISSne Hombaker (Aunt Angie). born September 10 1855 J-J*"*" 26'1938£2K*hornbaker, bom September 23 1858. djApr I™ Kansas)
William Scott Hombaker, born June 1. 861 diecAugus.13, lww i .
Eunice "Grace" Hombaker (Aunt Grace) born May 23, 1864, died July ia i»
John William Hombaker III (Uncle Willie), bom Apnl 4,1868, died January i, ia«a
(Newton, Kansas).

r«ssirrrirJK:KS-
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America Jane, preceded her in death and America Jane married Timothy Collins on October 25,
1870 (Book 5, Page 246, Monroe County, Indiana). That marriage ended in a divorce (date
uncertain, but before January 11, 1873, the date America Jane died).

• The 1870's were apparently "hard" times for the farmer. It is interesting to read what
happened in the family of John W. Hornbaker in those trying times and this gives us an insight
as to why the family came to Kansas. I am confident that Edgar Hornbaker, and others, had full
knowledge of these things, but didn't release the information. He did give clues, page 7 (1934
genealogy by Edgar Hornbaker):

"After the Civil War when values began to slump, many good men
lost heavily. The panic of 1873 was a terrible disaster in the life of
John William. Farmers and stockmen and feeders suffered great
loss. Many who had amassed good, modest fortunes and those just
beginning their business career took the advice of Horace Greeley,
"went west" and grew up with the country."

When Uncle Ed wrote those words in 1938-39, children and grandchildren of John W. II
and Mary Polly Finley Hornbaker and of John W. II and Margaret E. Mathers were alive. I knew
them. They were rightfully proud people, proud of their heritage and their ancestors. I share
that "pride", but it is my feeling that we should know the full story. I gathered this information
in 1982, 1983, and 1984 by search of records in Indiana. The advisability of publishing the
"facts" was a difficult decision and likely prolonged my work for several years. All whom I have
asked have recommended that the facts be related.

All my information comes from court records in Monroe County, Indiana. We do not know
the exact date of the death of Samuel Strain. We do know that on October 25, 1870, his
surviving wife, America Jane Hornbaker Strain, married Timothy Collins (Marriage Record Book
5, Page 246). And, we know it was before October 23, 1869 on which date John W. Hornbaker
signed a receipt as "Administrator of the Estate of Samuel Strain". We know the second
marriage ended by divorce. America Jane Hornbaker Strain Collins died on January 11, 1873.
She was survived by three sons: Samuel M. Strain, 11 in 1878, born 1867; John W. Strain who
was 17 in January 1878 (born 1861); George Sherman Strain whowas 13 in January 1878 (born
1865). And I have no information at this time as to the whereabouts of their descendants.

The events following the death of Samuel Strain as gleaned from court records: (1) John
W. Hornbaker was appointed as Administrator of the estate of Samuel Strain. (2) On November
7, 1873 (four years after the death), John Hornbaker filed a report relating to the sale and
transfer of real estate. I copy the full "report" below:

"In the Matter of the Estate of Samuel Strain, Deceased (Probate
Book 5, Page 162) - Now at this time (November 7, 1873) comes
in person John W. Hornbaker, Administrator of the estate of said
decedent and makes and files the following report of the assignment
and transfer of the certificates of sale heretofore issued by him to
America J. Collins, who is now deceased. Which report made in the
words and figures, to-wit:
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IJohn W. Hombaker Administrator of the estate of said decedent
report to the Court that Ias Administrator heretofore

•#^ sold to America J. Strain, in her lifetime (but who is now deceased)
- by virtue of an order of sale made by the Monroe Common Pleas

Court (while in existence) the undivided two-thirds of the South Half
of the Southeast Quarter of Section (21) Twenty-One, Town (7)
Seven North, Range (1) One West, containing eighty (80) acres
more or less situate in this (Monroe County) - that said sale was
reported to said Monroe Common Pleas Court, and duly confirmed
bv the same. That after the confirmation of the sale of said land to
the said America J. she became the wife of one Timothy Collins, and
was soon thereafter duly divorced from him. That after being
divorced, as aforesaid, she departed this life intestate and unmarried
and also without having received, or any deed having been made or
executed to or for her, or for her use. or benefit by me as
Administrator as aforesaid, by the order of the said Common Pleas
Court, and said title to said land still being in the estate of my
decedent. That at the time of selling said land to the said America
Jane aforesaid Ias Administrator aforesaid, issued andIdsivered to
her acertificate of purchase for said land, which she held at the tone
of her death - that before her death, to wit October 23, 1869 sne
oaid to me, as Administrator, on said certificate, the sum of
$1 071 67 which left due thereon, on that day abalance of principal
of '$541 67, which with the interest thereon to this date makes the

<*• sum of $672.93. That after the death of the said America J. as
- aforesaid one Joseph Alexander Strain became the Administrator of

me saW America J's estate, and who as such Adm nistrator by
Order of this Court sold and assigned the aforesaid certrficate to one
John C. Johnson, who on this day, to with, November 7,1873, paid
me the sum of $672.93 the balance in full, due the estate of my
decedent for the real estate mentioned and described in said
certificate of sale, which certificate Ifile herewith (see above) and
with the endorsements and assignment entered thereon and made
hereof. (Read below certificate of sale -Certificate of Balance (Note-
Certificate not copied on this copy)... Wherefore Iask me Court
to make an Order directing me to make adeed to the said John Q.
Johnson the legal and equitable owner of said certrficate for the
lands aforedescribed. All of which is respectfully submitted.

John W. Hombaker, Administrator

Subscribed and sworn, this 7th day of November, 1873.

E.D. Pearson - Judge."

The report and motion was examined by the Judge and the Administrator was ordered
r^o execute arid deliver the deeds (Pages 162, 163 and 164. Probate Book 5. Monroe County.

Indiana).
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From the above we learn that America is dead and Joseph Alexander Strain was
appointed as Administrator of her estate. ''• ^

From another pleading in the estate of America Jane Hombaker Strean (the name is
sometimes spelled Strain and sometimes Strean), filed on June 22, 1878, we learn that John
W. Hornbaker has been removed as Administrator of the Estate of America Jane, or he
resigned, and one Wilford Carter is now "Administrator De Bonis Non" of her estate. From the
pleading we learn the "Administrator De Bonis Non" sued John W. Hombaker and got a
judgment against him for money due to the estate ($1,384.19). Judgment rendered on December
14, 1876. The pleading states:

"Said Administrator would further show to the Court that the said
Hombaker since the within mentioned judgment was taken against
him has been adjudged a bankrupt and that his estate is now in
process of settlement. That one of his bondsmen is entirely
insolvent and the other dead, and the estate in process of
settlement. He does not think (the Administrator DBN) that anything
could be gained by keeping this matter on the docket and would ask
to have the same continued for one year.

Respectfully Submitted,

Wilford Carter, June 22, 1878".

The Court entered the Order to continue the estate for one year.

We then find that on September 5,1879, Wilford Carter filed a motion asking that he be
allowed to buy the land ofJohn W. Hombaker ata Sheriff's sale. The petition refers to the prior
judgment against John W. Hornbaker and describes the land to be sold:

The Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (40 acres) and

The West Half of the Southwest Quarter of Section 8 (80 acres) and

The North Half of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter
of Section 9 (20 acres) and

106 acres off the West side of Northeast Quarter of Section 9, all
being in Township 7 North, Range One (1) West.

The Court entered an order allowing the Administrator DBN to buy the property - which
means the property came back to the Estate of Samuel Strain.

The next step is a lawsuit filed by Margaret Hornbaker (Case #144 Circuit Court of
Monroe County, Indiana) filed on January 16,1880 (this is after the family has moved to Kansas)
wherein Margaret sued the Administrator DBN of the Estate of Samuel Strain and several other
named individuals (it appears that other lawsuits had been filed against John W. Hombaker and
the named individuals had judgments against John W.).
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Remainder would go to judgment creditors of John W. Hornbaker.

,have no further pleadings J**°^Wilford Carter as Administrator DBN of the Estate of Sa^^^™- ^ was so|d on Marcn 26,

s^WiOTi^--TS__sr.y#__3=e_rr^jsrrjr. ta _.»_«k-.
The Court entered the order of continuance.

From me above recede, we teem «- E*erUM. -m-ng*^J5*!rS
s^c?«rss^r_srfss=r-"ii-—-—
them for their exemplary lives in their new abode.

One more vignette -by apleading in Case^^S-»^^
30,1878. we learn that Alex Strain has been «^^"°Ja'3Sa8e5\ In the petition it isS. Strain and Samuel M. Strain, minor heirs of Samuel Jainjeceaseo.^
Sated "John W. Strean aged 17 years resides wrth John ^.Hombaker Geo ge «
13. resides with James Roberts in Lawrence County. Ind ana^ *™£ Hombake, ,
variance in the spelling, all in the one documen aged ^^ ^nsas witn John w. jDf^m found no records to indicate any of the _Str^|>n children came to * w and
l879. But from the above affidavit ^vo of j» Strain^J» g Qne_
Margaret in 1878. The guardian alleges£eminors*°™£mo inherited this from their
third of an undivided 1/9th ^«^nI£^^SLib^ first wife of John W. was
deceased greatgrandfather, David *^^W£ZS£d!^ in the land (1/27th) forMary Polly Finley). He asks for permission to^eHt£jJ™*J ™ ds ^^ me). The
$333.33 (I would assume it was sold but do not ^JjJ^. snare of the estate of the

of the estates of their deceased parents.

And. they came to Harvey 0-*^^^ fi_*
Margaret, and wrth «J«««^2^J^^ their own families with
of the first marriage both of whom were marneo ano'""" Reniamin Curtis. Angeline.them; and five of the six livingich'Wren of the second mamage Benjam. ^ y and
William Scott, Eunice Grace and John W.H.am IU. Laura Belle, the oaugm

sar.rasKSs;neaine:^^^^1^ j.M ~.
living in Oklahoma.
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