
1/12/2020                             “Well Pleased” 

  

Scripture:  Isaiah 42:1-9; Matthew 3:11-17 

 

Baptism of the Lord 

 

Theme: Jesus models and fulfills God's (“all”) righteousness through his act of baptism by 

John. God is also “well pleased” with us as children of God, as we follow the example of 

Jesus, share in his baptism, and invite others. 

 

Today, as in many churches, we celebrate the baptism of our Lord Jesus. 

 

But before we get into the deeper meaning of our message today, I’d like to start with something 

I read this week, which I thought was funny.  There are a few truths children learn, having to do 

with baptism and pleasing our parents.  They are: 

1) No matter how hard you try, you can’t baptize a cat by immersion. 

2) When your mom is mad at your dad, don’t let her brush your hair. 

3) If your sister hits you, don’t hit her back.  They always catch the second person.  

{jokes at christansunite,com) 

  

Most of us probably were raised with well intentioned, loving but imperfect, parents.  And those 

of us who have been or still are parents in one way or another, would probably admit to falling 

into that category, as I do.  But I’m also glad that my son loves me and thinks of me as a great 

dad. 

 

So, how do we come to terms with our childhood expectations and fallibilities of our parents, 

ourselves, and even still others whom we love.  And how does that influence and impact our 

relationships, even with those to whom we are not as close or even strangers? 

 

 

† I believe that most or all of us here today are here at least in part because we want to be 

and do our best in life.  We want to do what is right by God and right by others.  

 

So how is that possible? 

 

The Bible reveals to us how that is possible.  

 

In the Book of Isaiah, we read of God’s word to the people of Israel, who were living in Babylon 

500 years before the coming of Jesus Christ.  They had been sent there by God, because they had 

gone away from God’s word and will of loving mercy, practicing justice to one another, and 

walking humbly with God.  Throughout it all, God continued to love his people.  God spoke to 

them through prophets.  Among them was Isaiah, who proclaimed . . .    

 



“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my 

spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.”  (42:1) 

 

“Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the 

earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk 

in it: 

 “I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and 

kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes 

that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 

darkness.” (42:5-7) 

 

Christians believe that centuries later that prophecy was fulfilled in and by Jesus, the Messiah, 

the Christ. 

 

We have recently celebrated the birth of Jesus.  Now fast forward thirty years or so.  His cousin 

John – remember him? – the son born to Mary’s cousin Elizabeth, is calling the people of Israel 

to repentance and baptism for the forgiveness of sins and preparing for the coming of the 

messiah.  

 

And then, as we read in Matthew’s account of the gospel (3:13-17): 

“ . . . Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan (River), to be baptized by him.  John would 

have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and yet you come to me?’ 

 But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 

righteousness.’  So, John agreed to baptize Jesus. 

 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the 

heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and resting on 

him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love, in whom I am well 

pleased.’’” 

 

John foresaw and proclaimed the coming of the messiah.  He called others to repent, and be 

baptized for forgiveness of sins.  And he knew that Jesus did not need to do so.  So, why does 

the expected Messiah want to be baptized by his forerunner?  

 

As Jesus says, “it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness” (3:15).  You see, Jesus’ 

baptism has far more significance than John, or we, might think.  No wonder all four Gospels 

narrate this happening in one form or another (cf. Mark 1:9 – 11; Luke 3:21 – 22; John 1:29 – 

34).  This is the beginning of the ministry that will forever forge the direction of God’s 

relationship with his people.  

 

What does Jesus mean that in his baptism he and John will “fulfill all righteousness”?  

 

As the Wesley Study Bible says, “Jesus did this in order to identify the work set before him and 

to embody what he would later command of those who desire to take up his cross and follow 



him. Wesley wrote that God’s gift of baptism is necessary for all who hear the good news and 

want to unite with Christ.” (2009, Abingdon Press) 

 

The public baptism of Jesus also provides concrete continuity between John’s and Jesus’ 

ministries.  As Jesus identifies himself with John in the baptism, this represents an endorsement 

of John’s ministry and message and links Jesus’ cause to John’s.    

 

Perhaps most significant, as Jesus goes into the waters of baptism, he identifies with his people 

in their need; that is, he identifies with the sinful humanity he has come to save.  He identifies 

with you and me, and all people, past, present and future. 

 

  “Jesus now will bring the fulfillment of the ministry John began. He is the “more 

powerful” One to whom John pointed, who fulfills the hope of righteousness as the Davidic King 

and righteous Servant.  But more important, he is also Immanuel, “God with us,” and Jesus, the 

one who will “save his people from their sins” (1:21 – 23).  He identifies with the very people he 

has come to save.  And Jesus then receives the anointing of the Spirit and the confirmation of 

the Father to accomplish his mission.  

 

 

So what does this all mean for us? 

 

† It means that God’s love for us, and salvation, is available to everyone, just as it was to the 

people of Jesus’ day. 

 

As one commentator puts it: 

  “Baptized into Jesus Christ by water and the Holy Spirit, we, too, experience the 

inauguration of something dramatically new in our lives, nothing less than being incorporated 

into God’s mighty acts of salvation, initiated into Christ’s church, and given new birth.  Every 

time we celebrate the baptismal covenant, whether for baptism, first profession of faith 

(sometimes called confirmation), receiving new professing members, or reaffirming our 

baptismal vows, we ritually join what God did, said and made known in the baptism of Jesus: 

Heavens opened, Spirit outpoured, God’s voice speaking— ‘My beloved child with whom I am 

well pleased.’” (Copyright General Board of Discipleship, www.GBOD.org, used by permission) 

 

The Apostle Paul wrote to the believers in Galatia (3:26-27 NIV) . . .  

“In Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into 

Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.” 

 

Lois Wilson of Ohio shared her story in the Upper Room this month (1/8/20).  She says . . . 

 “On the first day of each community-college art class I taught, I would ask the students to 

write a brief answer to the question, ‘Who are you?’  Later, I was eager to read their responses. 

One of the answers I’ve never forgotten was, ‘I am a child of God.’  This young woman’s 

response left me in awe that she was so grounded in her faith.  It also led me to question myself: 

http://www.gbod.org,/
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Is my faith so strong that I would have replied in this way?  I probably would have listed my 

education and work accomplishments.  But now I realize that the growth I should always be 

most willing to share with others is my deepening relationship with my heavenly Father. 

 “God gives me grace and has been with me all the days of my life.  God is with me during 

good times and bad.  I especially remember how God comforted me when my husband died.  

God loves me unconditionally, answers my prayers, and guides me. 

 “Years ago, that student enriched my life by helping me become more aware of my faith.  I 

have learned that I am a child of a merciful God who asks me to encourage my sisters and 

brothers.  God rejoices when I reach out to others, encouraging them to join the family of the 

Lord.” 

 “Dear Lord,” she prays, “help us live in unity and serve you as we reach out to others and 

share with them your message of hope and love.  Amen.” 

 

What does Christ’s baptism mean for us? 

 

† It means that God is pleased when anyone hears and heads the call to follow the example 

of Jesus, participates in his mission, and invites others into a life-giving relationship 

with him.  

 

In a world and time when we have so many options and so many decisions to make, we can 

rejoice that Jesus has made and is the way, the truth and the life that has fulfilled all 

righteousness – has set us right with God.  And it is by God’s Holy Spirit that we, too, can 

follow in his way and do what is right and pleasing to God. 

 

I’m so glad, as I know God is pleased, that we share in ministries like Generation Station, our 

youth ministries here at church, and by our connections through our Annual Conference like the 

Youth Rally.  Individually and together, we help influence and build the lives of young people.   

 

I always enjoy hearing some stories they share with us themselves.   

 

And we help parents and others, providing the guidance and support they need as well. 

 

I know it gives me joy and satisfaction knowing I can touch the life of someone else, by a 

thoughtful, caring, or encouraging word, as I did with a young man who drew my blood for 

testing this past week.  After remarking how good I thought he was at what he did, I also 

remarked about the cross around his neck, and offered a blessing to him. 

 

I am glad, as I know God is pleased, when we reach out in other caring and loving ways, to one 

another, our community, and to our world, and invite others into a life-giving relationship with 

him.  

 

If you haven’t yet received that gift of forgiveness and new life, I invite you to join in our 

covenant reaffirmation and come forward for prayer with me following our service today to talk 



about baptism. And for all who have received it, let us join in affirming it again.  Amen. 


