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 - congregation stands.         - congregation sits.              - congregation kneel or sit as you are able.   
         - congregation sings.       Congregation responds in bold print.

Children are encouraged to stand, sit, and kneel with the congregation.
If you are uncomfortable standing or kneeling, you may choose to sit.

Welcome visitors and guests. We are glad to have you worshiping with us today and would be happy to
answer any questions you may have about our congregation. Please feel free to speak with one of the pastors

or call the church during the week. 
+++++++

As we gather, please note that some people prefer to reconnect with their church family and friends in the
narthex (lobby area) prior to the service, while others prefer to meditate and pray in the sanctuary in
preparation for worship. The ushers will try to keep the glass doors closed so that the joyful noise of church-
family conversation in the narthex and the holy silence of preparation for worship in the sanctuary can co-
exist before the service begins. Suggested prayers to help you prepare for worship can be found on the inside
front cover of the hymnal in the pews.

+++++++
Our services generally come out of the various settings in the Lutheran Service Book (the hymnal in the
pews). We encourage people to have a hymnal for in-home use as well. Contact the office if you would like
to order one.

+++++++
Most of our services include a corporate confession of sins and absolution (forgiveness) from God through
the pastor. Occasionally we have Matins or other services which do not include this brief rite. We always
offer individual confession and absolution by appointment and encourage our members to make use of this
great gift of God. 

+++++++
Holy Communion is celebrated every week at one or more of our regularly scheduled services. In accordance
with the historic practice of the Christian Church, our congregation practices close communion, meaning
that normally our members and members of our sister (LCMS) congregations commune here. Please speak
to one of the pastors about exceptions to this general practice. Please also note that this practice in no way
intends to comment on the state of anyone else=s faith; we simply understand our communing together as
also a public profession of unity in doctrine, which not everyone shares. Those who do not commune here
may come forward for a blessing (simply fold your arms over your heart to indicate that you are not
communing) or remain in the pew during communion and pray, particularly for visible unity in the
Christian Church.

Out of respect for God’s House and your fellow worshipers,
please turn off or silence cell phones prior to this Worship Service. Thank you for your co-operation.



Pre-service Music Prelude on the American hymn tune RESIGNATION - Dale Wood

Order of Service
(adapted from Divine Service - Setting Four, LSB p. 203)

HYMN: “Earth and All Stars” - LSB #817, stanzas 1, 5, 6, 7
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

In the name of the Father and of the ^ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.          (Psalm 124:8)

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. (Psalm 130:3–4)

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness, and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.            (Luke 18:13)

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ^ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty and merciful God, defend Your Church from all false teaching and
error that Your faithful people may confess You to be the only true God and rejoice in
Your good gifts of life and salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen
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+ SCRIPTURES FOR THE DAY +

Old Testament Isaiah 29:11-19

And the vision of all this has become to you like the words of a book that is
sealed. When men give it to one who can read, saying, “Read this,” he says, “I cannot,
for it is sealed.” And when they give the book to one who cannot read, saying, “Read
this,” he says, “I cannot read.”

And the Lord said:
“Because this people draw near with their mouth
and honor me with their lips,
while their hearts are far from me,
and their fear of me is a commandment taught by men,
therefore, behold, I will again
do wonderful things with this people,
with wonder upon wonder;
and the wisdom of their wise men shall perish,
and the discernment of their discerning men shall be hidden.”
Ah, you who hide deep from the LORD your counsel,
whose deeds are in the dark,
and who say, “Who sees us? Who knows us?”
You turn things upside down!
Shall the potter be regarded as the clay,
that the thing made should say of its maker,
“He did not make me”;
or the thing formed say of him who formed it,
“He has no understanding”?

Is it not yet a very little while
until Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field,
and the fruitful field shall be regarded as a forest?
In that day the deaf shall hear
the words of a book,
and out of their gloom and darkness
the eyes of the blind shall see.
The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the LORD,
and the poor among mankind shall exult in the Holy One of Israel.

This is the Word of the Lord
 Thanks be to God
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EPISTLE     Ephesians 5:22-33

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the
head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its
Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything
to their husbands.

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for
her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the
word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.  In the same
way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies.  He who loves his wife loves
himself.  For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as
Christ does the church, because we are members of his body.  “Therefore a man shall
leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one
flesh.”  This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.
However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she
respects her husband.

This is the Word of the Lord.
   Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL VERSE
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter: 
      Glory to You, O Lord 

GOSPEL Mark 7:1-13

Now when the Pharisees gathered to him, with some of the scribes who had
come from Jerusalem, they saw that some of his disciples ate with hands that were
defiled, that is, unwashed. (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they
wash their hands properly, holding to the tradition of the elders, and when they come
from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many other
traditions that they observe, such as the washing of cups and pots and copper vessels
and dining couches.) And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your
disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?”
And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written,

“‘This people honors me with their lips,
but their heart is far from me;
in vain do they worship me,
teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’

You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.”
And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of

God in order to establish your tradition! For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your
mother’; and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ But you say, ‘If a man
tells his father or his mother, “Whatever you would have gained from me is Corban”’
(that is, given to God)— then you no longer permit him to do anything for his father or
mother, thus making void the word of God by your tradition that you have handed
down. And many such things you do.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord
   Praise to You, O Christ.

Sunday:    Children’s Message Alex Wright -  Director of Christian Education  

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
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NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, 
the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God.  
begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered and was buried.  
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; 

and ascended into heaven, 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord and Giver of Life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
who spoke by the Prophets.  

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,  
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

 
THE MESSAGE: Pastor Joshua Errer
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HYMN: “Lord, When You Came as Welcome Guest” - LW #252

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
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+ SACRAMENT +
(LSB - Divine Service, setting four, p. 203)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

SANCTUS

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.
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Visitors, please see the inside front cover of the bulletin for an explanation of our
communion practice.  Also, non-alcoholic wine is available in the individual cups.  It is the
clear wine in the cups at the center of the tray.  Note: If you prefer to receive from the
chalice, simply do not take one of the individual cups. The pastor will follow with the

WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
   Amen.

AGNUS DEI
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COMMUNION HYMNS:

“Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray” - LSB #623

“There Is a Redeemer” (Lutheran Service Book supplement #971)

“I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” - LSB #729
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

BENEDICTION
Amen.

HYMN: “Lord of All Hopefulness” – LSB #738

1. Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy:
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

2. Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,
Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

3. Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
Your hands swift to welcome, Your arms to embrace:
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

4. Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Postlude

Bible readings are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Order of service and hymn texts as noted are
reprinted from Lutheran Worship © 1982 and Lutheran Service Book, Copyright © 2006, Concordia Publishing
House. Reprinted by permission.
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