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        - congregation stands.         - congregation sits.       - congregation kneel or sit as you are able   

         - congregation sings.       Congregation responds in bold print.

Prelude

Order of Service
(adapted from Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service One, p. 151)

HYMN OF INVOCATION:  “Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove”
 - Lutheran Worship #161
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INVOCATION

In the name of the Father and of the _ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We
have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us.  Forgive us , renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, relying on the
hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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+ SCRIPTURES FOR THE DAY +

Old Testament                            Isaiah 58:3-9 

'Why have we fasted, and you see it not?
   Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?'
Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure,
    and oppress all your workers.
Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight
   and to hit with a wicked fist.
Fasting like yours this day
   will not make your voice to be heard on high.
Is such the fast that I choose,
    a day for a person to humble himself?
Is it to bow down his head like a reed,
   and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him?
Will you call this a fast,
   and a day acceptable to the LORD? 

"Is not this the fast that I choose:
    to loose the bonds of wickedness,
   to undo the straps of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
   and to break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry
   and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover him,
    and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?
Then shall your light break forth like the dawn,
    and your healing shall spring up speedily;
your righteousness shall go before you;
    the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer;
   you shall cry, and he will say, 'Here I am.'
If you take away the yoke from your midst,
    the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness,

This the Word of the Lord
   Thanks be to God.
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Epistle                                                                                       1 Corinthians 2:1-12

Proclaiming Christ Crucified

And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the
testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom.  For I decided to know nothing among
you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.  And I was with you in weakness and in fear
and much trembling, and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not
rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

Wisdom from the Spirit

Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this
age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away.  But we impart a secret
and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory.  None of
the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the
Lord of glory.  But, as it is written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
    nor the heart of man imagined,
what God has prepared for those who love him”—

these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit.  For the Spirit searches
everything, even the depths of God.  For who knows a person's thoughts except the
spirit of that person, which is in him?  So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God
except the Spirit of God.  Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 
And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit,
interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.  The natural person does not
accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to
understand them because they are spiritually discerned.  The spiritual person judges all
things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 

 “For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we
have the mind of Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord
   Thanks be to God.
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ALLELUIA and VERSE

Cantor:    Let your light shine * before others, 
  so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who * is in heaven.

Matthew 5:16b

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the fifth chapter.
   Glory to You, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL                                                  Matthew 5:13-20

"You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under
people’s feet. 

"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do
people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in
the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth
pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.
Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others
to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them
and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless
your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven.

This is the Gospel of the Lord
       Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of
all things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the Prophets.  

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,  I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

Children’s Message Vicar Jordan DeBoer

HYMN:  “O God of Light” - LSB #836 

THE MESSAGE: Vicar Jordan DeBoer 

Gathering of Offerings

Did you know... That your offering supports the creation of a weekly podcast designed to
help you prepare for the upcoming Sunday and deepen your Lutheran
identity and spirituality?
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

+ SACRAMENT +
(The communion liturgy begins on p. 160 of Lutheran Service Book.)

PREFACE    

PROPER PREFACE

Faith members willingly support the ministry of this congregation with their tithes and
offerings. Visitors are always welcomed as our guests, so please do not feel obligated to
contribute. During the gathering of the offering we ask that the registration in the red
folder located at the end of each pew be passed down and filled out by visitors and
members. Visitors, please remember to include contact information if you are interested
in knowing more about Faith.  
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SANCTUS

LORD’S PRAYER

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PAX DOMINI

In accordance with the historic practice of the Christian Church, our congregation practices
close communion, meaning that normally our members and members of our sister (LCMS)
congregations commune here.  Please speak to the pastor about exceptions to this general practice.
Please also note that this practice in no way intends to comment on the state of anyone else’s faith; we
simply understand our communing together as also a public profession of unity in doctrine, which not
everyone shares.  Those who do not commune here may come forward for a blessing (simply fold your
arms over your heart to indicate that you are not communing) or remain in the pew during communion
and pray, particularly for visible unity in the Christian Church.

Non-alcoholic wine is available in the individual cups.  It is the clear wine in the cups at the
center of the tray.  Note: If you prefer to receive from the chalice, simply do not take one of the
individual cups.  The pastor will follow with the chalice.  
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AGNUS DEI  
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

“Thee We Adore, O Hidden Savior” - LSB #640

“All Depends on Our Possessing” - LSB #732

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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BENEDICTION
Amen.

Welcome and Announcements

HYMN: “Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing” - LSB #924

1. Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing
Fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each, Your love possessing,
Triumph in redeeming grace.
O refresh us; O, refresh us;
Trav'ling thro' this wilderness!

2. Thanks we give and adoration
For Your Gospel's joyful sound.
May the fruits of Your salvation
In our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful
To the Truth may we be found

3. Savior, when Your love shall call us
From our struggling pilgrim way,
Let not fear of death appall us,
Glad your summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever
Reign with You in endless day.

Postlude

Bible readings are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Verison. Copyright © 2001,by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved.  Order of service adapted from Lutheran Service Book
© 2006.   Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 


