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 - congregation stands.         - congregation sits.              - congregation kneel or sit as you are able.   
         - congregation sings.       Congregation responds in bold print.

Children are encouraged to stand, sit, and kneel with the congregation.
If you are uncomfortable standing or kneeling, you may choose to sit.

Welcome visitors and guests. We are glad to have you worshiping with us today and would be happy to
answer any questions you may have about our congregation. Please feel free to speak with one of the pastors

or call the church during the week. 
+++++++

As we gather, please note that some people prefer to reconnect with their church family and friends in the
narthex (lobby area) prior to the service, while others prefer to meditate and pray in the sanctuary in
preparation for worship. The ushers will try to keep the glass doors closed so that the joyful noise of church-
family conversation in the narthex and the holy silence of preparation for worship in the sanctuary can co-
exist before the service begins. Suggested prayers to help you prepare for worship can be found on the inside
front cover of the hymnal in the pews.

+++++++
Our services generally come out of the various settings in the Lutheran Service Book (the hymnal in the
pews). We encourage people to have a hymnal for in-home use as well. Contact the office if you would like
to order one.

+++++++
Most of our services include a corporate confession of sins and absolution (forgiveness) from God through
the pastor. Occasionally we have Matins or other services which do not include this brief rite. We always
offer individual confession and absolution by appointment and encourage our members to make use of this
great gift of God. 

+++++++
Holy Communion is celebrated every week at one or more of our regularly scheduled services. In accordance
with the historic practice of the Christian Church, our congregation practices close communion, meaning
that normally our members and members of our sister (LCMS) congregations commune here. Please speak
to one of the pastors about exceptions to this general practice. Please also note that this practice in no way
intends to comment on the state of anyone else=s faith; we simply understand our communing together as
also a public profession of unity in doctrine, which not everyone shares. Those who do not commune here
may come forward for a blessing (simply fold your arms over your heart to indicate that you are not
communing) or remain in the pew during communion and pray, particularly for visible unity in the
Christian Church.

Out of respect for God’s House and your fellow worshipers,
please turn off or silence cell phones prior to this Worship Service. Thank you for your co-operation.

Prelude   Processional and Gavotte - G. F. Handel



Order of Service
(adapted from Divine Service - Setting Four, LSB p. 203)

HYMN: “Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid” - LSB #500, stanzas 1-3
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

In the name of the Father and of the ^ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.          (Psalm 124:8)

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. (Psalm 130:3–4)

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness, and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.            (Luke 18:13)

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ^ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them
that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen
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+ SCRIPTURES FOR THE DAY +

Old Testament                                                                                   Ezekiel 17:22-24

Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the
cedar and will set it out.  I will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender
one, and I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain.  On the mountain height of
Israel will I plant it, that it may bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble
cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds of
every sort will nest.  And all the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD; I bring
low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and make the dry
tree flourish.  I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.”

This is the Word of the Lord
    Thanks be to God.

Epistle                                                                                                2 Corinthians 5:1-17

For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  For in this
tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, if indeed by putting it on we
may not be found naked.  For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being
burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so
that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.  He who has prepared us for this very
thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.

So we are always of good courage.  We know that while we are at home in the
body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight.  Yes, we are of good
courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.  So
whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.  For we must all
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for
what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is
known to God, and I hope it is known also to your conscience.  We are not commending
ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that you may be able
to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about what is in the
heart.  For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for
you.  For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has
died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live might no
longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though
we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold,
the new has come.

This is the Word of the Lord.
   Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL VERSE

The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                          Mark 4:26-34

And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the
ground. He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows
not how.  The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in
the ear. But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has
come.”

And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable
shall we use for it?  It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground,
is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes
larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air
can make nests in its shade.”

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear
it. He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he
explained everything.

This is the Gospel of the Lord
   Praise to You, O Christ.
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Sunday:    Children’s Message Alex Wright - Director of Christian Education 

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of
all things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the Prophets.  

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,  I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

 
THE MESSAGE: Vicar Eric Souer

HYMN:    “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized” - LSB #596

BLESSING OF NEW PARAMENTS
A gift from the Nadine Walch and Jeanette Jenkel Memorial Fund

PRAYERS
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Visitors, please see the inside front cover of the bulletin for an explanation of our communion practice.
Also, non-alcoholic wine is available in the individual cups. It is the clear wine in the cups at the center of
the tray. Note: If you prefer to receive from the chalice, simply do not take one of the individual cups. The
pastor will follow with the chalice.

+ SACRAMENT +
(LSB - Divine Service, setting four, p. 203)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

SANCTUS

LORD’S PRAYER

WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
   Amen.



AGNUS DEI LSB p. 210

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord we pray.

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

COMMUNION HYMNS:

“I Lay My Sins on Jesus” - LSB #606

“How Great Thou Art” - LSB #801

“Drawn to the Cross” - LSB #560

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE:  Nunc dimittis   LSB #937
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

BENEDICTION
Amen.

HYMN: “Almighty God, Your Word is Cast” - LSB #577

Postlude

Bible readings are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Order of service and hymn texts as noted are reprinted
from Lutheran Worship © 1982 and Lutheran Service Book, Copyright © 2006, Concordia Publishing House.
Reprinted by permission.
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