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AS WE GATHER

The Easter season culminates in the High Priestly Prayer of Jesus; He prays for us, for
our faith, for our unity, and for our mission of faith to the world. With Ascension just
behind us, this prayer reminds us that Christ continues to address us and to speak on
our behalf before the Father. He prays for our unity, for our endurance, and for our
faithfulness. We still pray for these things every Sunday. His work is not complete in us,
and He is still at work in us and through us.

Prelude “Little” Prelude and Fugue in a-minor - attr. J. S. Bach

Welcome and Announcements

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; (LSB #805)
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

HYMN: “On Christ’s Ascension, Now I Build” - LSB #492



INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

God has ascended amid shouts of joy!  Sing praises to our God!
Christ is risen!  Christ has ascended!  Christ will come again!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have
sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in your
ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE:   “This is the Feast”

Monday - sing all verses
8:00  verse 1 - women;    verse 2 - men;  

verse 3 - women (double verse; no refrain between); verse 4 - men



The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us
not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the
Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

+ SCRIPTURES FOR THE DAY +

FIRST READING Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas Acts 1:12-26

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away.  And when they had entered, they went up to
the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip
and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the
Zealot and Judas the son of James.  All these with one accord were devoting themselves
to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.

In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in
all about 120) and said, “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit
spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those
who arrested Jesus.  For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this
ministry.”  (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness, and
falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out.  And it
became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their
own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)  

“For it is written in the Book of Psalms,
“‘May his camp become desolate,
    and let there be no one to dwell in it’; and
“‘Let another take his office.’

So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went
in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was
taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 
And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and
Matthias.  And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show
which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.”  And they cast lots
for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE      

If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the
testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son.  Whoever believes in the Son of
God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar,
because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. 
And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you
may know that you have eternal life.  And this is the confidence that we have toward
him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us.  And if we know that he
hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of
him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL VERSE

Alleluia.  We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; 
Death no longer has dominion over him.  Alleluia!

I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.
Alleluia!

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord

HOLY GOSPEL                 John 17:11b-19

And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to
you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be
one, even as we are one.  While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you
have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of
destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 

But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may
have my joy fulfilled in themselves.  I have given them your word, and the world has
hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.  I do not ask
that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one.  They are
not of the world, just as I am not of the world.  Sanctify them in the truth; your word is
truth.  As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.  And for their
sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to You O Christ.

5



Children’s Message Alex Wright - Director of Christian Education

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, 
the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God.  
begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered and was buried.  
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; 

and ascended into heaven, 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord and Giver of Life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
who spoke by the Prophets.  

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,  
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

THE MESSAGE:  Pastor Joshua Errer

11:00 RITE OF CONFIRMATION
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HYMN: “Lord, You Give the Great Commission”

PRAYERS

7



+ SACRAMENT +
(adapted from Divine Service, Setting Two in  Lutheran Service Book, p. 177)

PREFACE

PROPER PREFACE

SANCTUS

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us  our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not  into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PAX DOMINI

AGNUS DEI

9



COMMUNION HYMNS:

“The Head That Once Was Crowned With Thorns” - LSB #532
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“Draw Us to Thee” -   LSB #701
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“Christ, High-Ascended” - LSB #840

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
Amen.
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Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

BENEDICTION  
Amen

Alleluia!  Christ is Risen!
He is Risen indeed!  Alleluia!

HYMN:   “Rejoice, the Lord is King”

Postlude “On Christ’s Ascension, Now I Build” - setting by Paul Manz

Bible readings are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved.   Order of service and hymn texts as noted are reprinted
from  Lutheran Service Book Copyright ©2006, Concordia Publishing House.   Reprinted by permission.




