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Activity Summary for Location
Boone County Library
Year End 2025

Stats Only Check Outs
Description Counts
PAPER BACK TRADES 152

(PB TRADES)
Fines Paid/Waived
Transaction Type Total
Fines Paid $5,227.29
Fines Forgiven $37.95

Circulations

Circulation Type Counts
Check Out 104,231
Check In 104,543
Renewal 52,811
In-House Use 2,023
Circulations Total 263,608

Items Added/Deleted

Added ltems Deleted

3,469 8,590

Borrower Maintenance *

Borrower Type Counts
Total Borrower's
Added 1,304
Total i
otal Active 25,873
Borrowers
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Boone County Library Checkout Statistical Report for 2025

Checkout Percent of Checkout Lost & Value of Lost Value of Lost
2025 Total 2024 Unpaid 2025 2025 2024

Adult Fiction
(Includes genres: fiction, mystery,
science fiction, western and large print) 23,127 21.766% 25,883 91 $1,987.00 $1,115.00
Adult Audio Books 1,240 1.167% 1,225 S $155.00 $90.00
Adult Non-Fiction & Non-Fiction QOversize 6,160 5.797% 7,693 59 $1,424.00 $1,208.00
Adult DVD 14,375 13.529% 16,848 10 $185.00 $289.00
Kindle 28 0.026% 33 - $0.00 $0.00
FOL 761 0.716% 612 1 $30.00 $0.00
FOL Daycare 3,350 3.153% 3,659 - $0.00 $0.00
Music 996 0.937% 407 4 $61.00 $65.00
Other (Bookelubs, Tackle, etc) 448 0.422% 416 2 $31.30 $0.00
Magazines 92 0.087% 113 - $0.00 $0.00
ILL 19 0.018% 33 - $0.00 $0.00
Children's Fiction (Easy, Fiction & PBK) 32,164 30.271% 33,810 124 $1,397.79 $564.00
Children's Non-Fiction 11,754 11.062% 13,595 34 $494.00 $370.00
Children's Other
(Magazines, Tablets, Music, Reference) 122 0.115% 112 2 $16.00 $0.00
Children's Audio 1,244 1.171% 1,750 2 $44.00 $0.00
Children's FOL 434 0.408% 479 - $0.00 $0.00
Children's DVD 4,354 4.098% 4,155 12 $134.00 $30.00
YA Fiction (Fiction & PBK) 3,233 3.043% 3,849 34 $540.00 $724.00
YA Non-Fiction 1,669 1.571% 1,781 9 $186.00 $228.00
YA Audio 167 0.157% 145 - $0.00 $0.00
YA Other
(Magazines, Reference) - 0.000% - - $0.00 $0.00
YA FOL 66 0.062% 53 - $0.00 $0.00
Console Games 451 0.424% 256 - $0.00 $0.00

106,254 116,907 389 $6,685.09 $4,683.00

Honor Books Checkouts
2025
Non-Fiction 136 10.79%
Fiction 421 33.39%
Science Fiction 3 0.24%
Mystery 188 15.70%
Western 0 0.00%
Juvenile 434 34.42%
YA 66 5.23%
All Other 3 0.24%
1261
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2025 Year End Stats

2025
Reference Assists
Adult 57,169
Juvenile 7,061
YA 933
Total Reference Assists 65,163
Genealogy Reference 345
Volunteer Hours
Adult 75
Juvenile 362
YA 0
Total Volunteer Hours 437
Program Hours (includes prep)
Adult 850
Juvenile 821
YA 172
Total Program Hours 1,842
Program Attendance
Adult 1,501
Toddler (0-3 yrs old) 976
Preschool Visits (3-5 yrs old) 730
Juvenile (3-5 yrs old) 606
After School Program &
Homeschooling (6-12 yrs old) 784
YA (12-18 yrs old) 249
Summer Reading Program 1,422
Total Program Attendance 6,268
Number of Programs
Adult 148
Toddler (0-3 yrs old) 34
Preschool Visits (3-5 yrs old) 22
Juvenile (3-5 yrs old) 34
After School Program &
Homeschooling (6-12 yrs old) 33
YA (12-18 yrs old) 37
Summer Reading Program 37
Total 345
Internet Workstations
Wifi Uses (SPOT) 4.030
Adult 4,933
Juvenile 2,008
YA 378
Total Internet Workstations 11,349
Patron Visits 88,797
Overdrive 37.830
Check In 104,543
Check Quts 104,231
Fines Paid 5,227
Fines Waived 38
Borrowers Added 1,303
Website Visitors 34,960
Heritage Quest 0
Ancestry.com 3,313
AudioBookCloud.com 172
Teenbookcloud 2
Tumblebooks.com 26
Romancebookscloud.com 9
Tumblemath 22
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Year-End Report: 2025 Highlights

2025 was a wonderful year for our library, it was filled with changes and memorable
events. The library celebrated its 125" yearin operation. The library wanted to celebrate
this important milestone in different ways, and there seemed to be a positive response
from the community. There was a scrap book for people to share memories about the
library. There was also a history bingo, and a celebration to thank the community for their
many years of support.

Community Events:

The library staff have worked very hard to be more present in the community and either
hosted programs at the library orwent to programs in the community. Some of the events
we were involved in were:

Library Sponsored Events: National Library Week, Summer Reading Program, 125®
Celebration, Pictures with Santa and Mrs. Clause.

Community Sponsored Events: Baby Fair, Back to School Bash, Preschool Fair, Boone
County Fair, Trick or Treat on the Square

Building News:

Annex: The library received news in March that the annex building needed either repairs or
to be torn down and rebuilt. The staff were moved out of the annex as a precaution and into
the main library building. Unfortunately, this move has taken much needed space from
library materials, activities and patrons. After gathering quotes for repairs, it was decided
by the BCL board they wanted to tear down the annex and rebuild.

Meeting Room: The meeting room doors needed a much-needed upgrade, the original
doors were giving staff trouble by getting stuck when trying to open or shut them. After
talking to two different contractors the decision to frame in the pocket doors and putbarn
doors on was made by Sherri, Kelly, Tim and Angelia. The doors were installed by Dale
Franklin who volunteered his time and construction skills to install them for us. The
framing still needs to be completed, and those will be done in the new year.

Cleaning Up Areas: The staff has worked on cleaning up different areas of the library. The
area, known as the dungeon, has been cleaned out and is up to fire code. The shed has
been cleaned out of the electronics; several items have been taken to an electronic waste
recycling center. Because they cannot be taken to the recycling center all at once, Matt
has been taking a few items at a time. The preschool closet has been organized, and
unnecessary items have either been donated or gotten rid of.
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Drive thru: The drive thru awning needed to be resealed so that water would stop coming
into the building when itrained. The leak was right above the drive thru counter causing the
computer to be encased in a plastic tub and plastic to be put outwhen itrained. Harness
Roofing was called to fix the leaks. The ceiling still needs to be fixed from the hole thatwas
made from the water coming in, the water damage in the ceiling, and the wall needs to be
touched up with paintwhere the water had run down.

Little Things: There have been several smaller items that have been completed this year.
Step strip guards were added to help make the steps safer for patrons and staff. The
closets between the staff bathrooms have been cleaned out and sealed so that they can
be used as storage for cataloging and adult outreach. The toilet has been put back on in
one of the staff bathrooms; there were two reasons for this. One is to help stop the water
bugs that were coming in this was on the advice of the exterminator from Finton. The
second reason was to make sure that there was another bathroom for the staff to use once
the annexis no longer able to be used. Books have been weeded, and shelves have been
shifted.

Personnel News:

Director: Ginger, the director forthe last 15 years, made the decision to retire as of July 1.
Angelia Mueller took over as acting director July 1* and is currently in her third semester of
graduate school. She is earning her second master’s degree in the library field. Her first
master’s degree in library media specialist from a non-ALA-approved college; her second
will be in library and information science from an ALA approved college.

Preschool outreach: Ms. Irene retired August 1st, and Ms. Lori hastaken over. She is having
Story time on Mondays and Toddle Time on Thursdays. She has been visiting preschools
and reading to the children.

Children’s Manager: Terry Register retired as of December 31=. Mandy Franklin was hired
to replace Terry in November and trained in all of the responsibilities of the position. Mandy
is doing a wonderful job in this position and has a lot of ideas for the children’s
department.

Adult outreach: We have hired Zephaniah Kupgish as the new outreach coordinator. He
started in December and has been working hard to make sure thatwe have a variety of
programs for the community. Zephaniah, Mandy and | have been working to come up with
different ideas for the summer reading program.
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2025 Children's Department Year End Report

January started with a bang for our YA programs. We had at least 10 participants all
month. Children's programs were good. Miss Irene focused on Holidays for the preschool
programs. We began having raffles for both a children's and a YA book each month. These
grew in popularity throughout the year.

February brought some weather closures. Miss Irene was only able to go to one preschool.
Number of participants in YA programming began to wane. Children's programming
continued to go well. We had a "Blind Date with a Book" for both the children and YA with
50 participating.

March brought Dr. Seuss week and a Leprechaun search and find. YA programs were good
with an average of 8 or 9 participants each week. Farm Bureau came and read to the
children. Miss Irene continued with the Alphabet for the preschoolers.

April brought an Easter Egg Hunt on the Courthouse Square. It was a big hit with over 200
children attending and over 50 books were given away. We celebrated National Library
week with 6 passive activities for the kids.

May was a good month for the YA department. The preschool visits ended with 80 children
at Bergman. We began registration for our Summer reading Program. We collected both
cash and prize donations from local businesses, Branson area attractions, the Arkansas
Naturals, and the Dickerson Park Zoo.

June began "Color Our World" the Summer Reading Program. We hired two part-time
teens to help and had 1 volunteer who worked almost full time. We had programs 4 days a
week. We had a Snow Cone kick of f for the Summer Reading program. Rich Davis - artist,
Marty the Magician, and the Boone County Extension came and helped with programs. Miss
Irene did one program a week and had 50+ in attendance each week. Ms. Lori (our new
preschool person) shadowed Miss Irene to help learn the ropes.

July had the numbers dropping some for our programs. Arkansas Game and Fish and the
Amazeum came to help with programs. We finished out the Summer Reading Program with
a Pool Party and had 174 kids in attendance. We had a retirement party for Miss Irene
which brought out lots of past and current students to wish her well and say good bye. We
had over 350 children participate in the program.

August started with a week off to rest and clean up after the Summer Reading Program.
Children’s programs continued with good attendance. YA programs were not as good. Ms.
Lori moved Story-time to Mondays and attendance fell some. Toddle-time on Thursdays
continued with good attendance. We continued our book drawing giveaways.
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September celebrated our 125™ year of being the Boone County Library. The children and
YA departments made crafts that would have been popular 125 years ago - yarn dolls,
button bracelets, and clothespin people. Story-time and Toddle-time numbers stayed good
and Ms. Lori began going to the preschools. YA programs slowed down to a few in
attendance. We gave a Kindle away to help celebrate 125 years.

October ushered in cooler weather and lots of fun activities for kids. We created chia
pets, made owl ornaments and monster bookmarks. We participated in the Scare on the
Square. The YA department had an author visit. Ms. Lori visited the preschools.

November continued with preschool visits by Ms. Lori. Both YA and children's program
numbers dropped probably due to the daylight savings time change. We continued our book
raffles and passive activities. We gave away 6 Dav Pilkey books that were donated to
celebrate Children's Book Week. We also began our "16 Days of Diary of a Wimpy Kid"
books giveaway that had also been donated. Mandy Franklin was hired to replace Terry
Register when she retires at the end of the year. She fits in really well and catches on
quickly. We also had a shock from Bookmark. SHE laid eggs!l! We thought she was a boy
this whole time. So we are having a renaming contest. The newspaper came and took
pictures and did a nice write up on her.

December finished off the year with a visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus along with
decorating ornaments which brought out over 130 people to our library in one night. The
preschool visits drew to a close with Christmas vacation. YA programs are still low in
attendance and children's programs are going ok. We finished off our "16 Days of Diary of
a Wimpy Kid Book Giveaways". The year ended with Terry retiring and Mandy taking over. I
will miss everyone here at the library, but will stop in often to see everyone.
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Year-End Department Report - 2025

I am the new outreach coordinator and had to go back and use what was in the previous board reports to put this
together. There wasn’t anything for January, February, March, or November. For that reason, I have no
information for those months.

April

April was a month full of engaging and memorable events. We kicked things off with both our evening and
noon book clubs, where we had great discussions about the plot, characters, and themes of our chosen book.
Later in the month, Mary-Ann led our Reversing Diabetes course. Participants are really enjoying the helpful
tips—and especially the fun, healthy recipes she shares after each session! We also hosted Chair Yoga, where
many attendees learned new exercises to support mobility and strength. One of our creative highlights was

Blackout Poetry, where participants had the chance to express themselves and share personal stories through
their own poetic works.

May

The month of May was a dynamic mix of successes and learning opportunities as we continued to engage our
community through diverse programming. Reversing Diabetes Course: We successfully concluded our six-
week Reversing Diabetes course, marking a significant milestone in our health education efforts. Hands-On
Workshops: Our Mother’s Day Workshop and Painting Pots event were standout successes. We observed
higher engagement and attendance at these interactive, hands-on sessions—indicating a clear preference among
participants for experiential programming over purely instructional formats. Book Clubs: Both book clubs in
May were well-received and had strong attendance. These sessions continue to foster thoughtful discussion,
connection, and community engagement. Attendance at the Hickory Hills event and Chair Yoga was lower
than expected. Upon reflection, a key factor was the limited marketing and lack of social media promotion in
the lead-up to the events. This presents a clear area of focus moving forward.

June

June proved to be a month filled with meaningful programming and valuable community engagement. Although
some events experienced lower attendance, the quality of interactions and participant satisfaction remained
strong. For example, Vision Board Night, despite a small turnout of two attendees, provided a wonderful
opportunity for reflection and goal-setting, creating a warm and supportive atmosphere. Similarly, our Steps in
Our Street event fostered insightful and enjoyable conversations among those who participated. The Crochet
group, however, did not attract any participants during this period. We celebrated significant successes with
several of our featured programs this month. The Diabetes Cooking Class was particularly well-received,
offering practical knowledge and support for healthier living, while the Flower Arranging workshop, led by
Master Gardeners, delighted participants with its creative and hands-on approach. These events highlight the
positive impact of thoughtful programming tailored to community interests. Overall, June was a fulfilling and
productive month that showcased our commitment to providing diverse and enriching experiences for our
community. Thank you for your continued support and partnership.

July

July presented a noticeable slowdown in adult program attendance, which can likely be attributed to seasonal
factors, including summer travel and family vacations. While participation numbers were lower overall



compared to previous months, several events stood out as strong successes. Our Coffee Night, Trivia Night,
and both sessions of Shape It Till You Make It received enthusiastic feedback and high levels of engagement.
These programs fostered a strong sense of community and creativity, highlighting the continued interest in
interactive and social experiences among our adult patrons. In contrast, other offerings such as Cozy Color
Hour and Steps in Our Streets experienced lower turnout. These events, while well-received in concept, may
have been less accessible due to their midday scheduling. This is a valuable insight as we continue to evaluate
and refine our event timing to better suit the needs of our community.

August

Our August initiatives, including Candle Painting, Magnet Creation (Part One), and Button Art,
demonstrated robust participation and heightened engagement. It is my assessment that the timing of these
programs, coinciding with the beginning of the school year, contributed to elevated attendance as participants
sought interactive, hands-on experiences. Furthermore, targeted marketing strategies and strategic promotion
across multiple channels significantly amplified visibility and interest. Moving forward, we intend to continue
leveraging organic word-of-mouth advocacy, complemented by comprehensive marketing campaigns across all
social media platforms, to sustain and enhance program reach and community engagement.

September

We began the month with a Blast from the Past Bingo night, a nostalgic celebration in honor of the library’s
125th Anniversary. The event was not only full of laughter and energy, but it also gave us the chance to hand
out special gifts and keepsakes to participants. Many commented on how wonderful it was to take part in
something that tied into the history of the library. Another popular program was Bedazzling Book Covers,
where participants used rhinestones, gems, and other fun materials to bring sparkle and creativity to plain
covers. The room buzzed with excitement as everyone showed off their designs, many even commenting how
beautiful the finished covers looked when the sunlight hit them. Several suggested that in the future we expand
the program to include bookmarks or other fun accessories. September also gave us one of the largest events
we’ve hosted so far: Paint Your Own Doormat. This activity drew an impressive crowd, with participants
showing off patience, creativity, and artistic flair as they carefully designed and painted doormats to take home.
We also had the pleasure of welcoming Mary Ann, who hosted a program on Building Better Brain Power
Through Healthy Recipes. This was a hands-on demonstration where participants learned practical cooking
tips, sampled nutritious dishes, and walked away with knowledge about how food can support brain health.

October

October was one of the strongest months yet for the Adult Programming Department. Attendance was
consistently high, and the feedback from patrons was overwhelmingly positive. Many participants expressed
how much they enjoyed not only the activities themselves but also the opportunity to connect and socialize with
others in the community. Programs such as True Crime Night and Make Your Own Caramel Apples were
standout successes, offering both engaging discussions and a fun, relaxed atmosphere. Attendees especially
appreciated the chance to meet new people and share in the experience together. The Coffee, Crafts, and
Bedazzling program also continued to be one of the strongest, drawing excellent participation and allowing
patrons to express their creativity in a casual and welcoming environment. Likewise, Autumn Watercoloring

encouraged artistic expression and community connection, with participants proudly showcasing their seasonal
artwork.

December
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In early December, Zephaniah Kupgisch took over as the Outreach Coordinator. December was a very festive
and enjoyable month. To start off the month we had Chair Yoga with Mary Michels. At the next program we
had Compass Financial come out and give a fantastic presentation on how to deal with retirement and social
security benefits. This was a really popular one that had 32 participants alone. Then, we made DIY Christmas
Ornaments which was really fun because we got to see how many different ideas everyone had. To finish off
the month, we had Santa and Mrs. Clause come out to take present requests and take pictures with our patrons
and then, they could head upstairs to make an ornament, get hot chocolate, and have a cookie. We did this
program in collaboration with the Children’s Department. This was our most famous program by far, having a
total of 134 guests! The feedback we got from the patrons was excellent. Our programs were mainly Christmas
oriented to keep our guests in the spirit of the holidays, with the exception of a couple. Overall, this was a very
informative and fun month for everyone that came.

b

Overall, this year was filled with fun and informative programs. Many of our patrons enjoyed what we had to
offer and gave us positive feedback about a majority of the programs we hosted. There is some work to be done
but with time and work we can resolve any issues and continue to grow.
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Boone County Library IT Department - 2025 End of Year Report

Projects that were finished this year

- Purchased a newer, faster 3d printer and made a custom enclosure.

- Purchased enough windows 11 licenses for the staff and patron computers.

- Ordered and setup six computer desks for Genealogy and the Children’s dept. that match the downstairs desks.

- 3d printed the bookmark giveaways and the collect them all prizes.

- Moved staff from the annex to other rooms in the main building.

- Migrated the IBM servers to the newer Dell servers in the workroom rack. Retired the old servers.

- Placed the drive through computer in a tote to protect it from dripping water.

- Assisted with the change of Directors (email accounts, computer swap, backups, etc...).

- Added a second internet service provider for backup purposes.

- Attended a meeting with county officials on the state of the county’s technology.

- Prepared and recycled old hardware.

- Fallwork day: Updated the Cassie server, moved and updated the Spot server, and updated Cassie on all of the
computers in the building. The new version allows us to move the server into the cloud.

- Updated patron and staff computer software continually throughout the year.

- Spent time researching new technology and cybersecurity threats. Implemented patches and defenses for said
threats.

- Finished E-Rate internet service discount paperwork for the year.

- Finished the hardware and software budget purchasing for the year.

- Replaced power strips and added battery backups.

- Other miscellaneous fixes as needed. (toner changed, staff helped, etc...)

Patron Related:

- Helped patrons with many different issues ranging from cell phones, tablets, laptops, our computers, wifi, and printers.

Projects for the Future

- Setting up the digital signage player that was purchased.
- Preparing to purchase replacement network hardware using the E-Rate discounts available in 2026 when
available. The hardware is now over five years old, and is considered end of life.

- Continuing to convert the downstairs patron desks, the upstairs patron desks, and staff desks with upgrades as

time allows.

The technology at the Library continues to run smoothly. Upgrades planned for 2026 will make it even better.

| feel that we have had another good year. | am looking forward to 2026. Adapt and overcome!
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Boone County Library
Genealogy Department

Looking back at 2025..............

I taught a Beginning Genealogy workshop and continued to expand my professional knowledge
by completing the National Genealogical Society’s online courses, Researching Your
Revolutionary War Soldier and Citing Genealogical Sources, offered through their Washington,
D.C., program. During the year I regularly assisted patrons with obituary research, land records,
Civil War research, and general genealogy inquiries.

The Genealogy Department added the following materials to its collection in 2025:

e Index to the Mayflower Families (“Silver Books”)

e WPA Guide to 1930s Arkansas

e Arkansas Civil War Military Atlas

* Boone and Newton County, Arkansas Plat Books (2024—2025)

e Civil War by Shelby Foote

e Boone County Headlight Obituary Books (1984—1987), compiled by volunteer Vickie
Kane

e Natural Resources Conservation Service donated aerial photos of Boone County,
Arkansas for the years: 1964,1974,1984, & 1994.

These resources provide valuable historical and genealogical information for researchers and
patrons alike.

Provided genealogical research assistance to patrons pursuing enrollment in lineage and heritage

societies, including the Mayflower Society, Cherokee Nation, and the Daughters of the American
Revolution.
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