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Negotiations Finalised for Victoria’s Treaty
Victorian Government  Media Releases, 9 September 2025 


15 May

Some Authoritative Perspectives on Victoria’s Debt

The State is rated 

· AA+ with a stable outlook by Fitch
· AA with a stable outlook by S&P, 
· Aa2 with a stable outlook by Moody’s.

And on Wednesday 30 July 2025 S&P Global added that it had reaffirmed Victoria's AA rating as it expected the state's infrastructure spending to peak this financial year and large deficits to narrow over the next two to three years.

















That Fire Services levy
Victoria Government Media Releases
15 May 2025

Equipping Our Emergency Services For The Future.

The Allan Labor Government is giving hardworking emergency services the funding and equipment they need – so that communities can respond and recover from floods, fires and storms.
Victoria is one of the most fire-prone areas in the world, and natural disasters are becoming more frequent and severe – and the Emergency Services and Volunteers Fund (ESVF) will deliver our emergency services what they need to respond to these disasters. 
Through the ESVF, the Labor Government will invest $110 million to deliver a rolling fleet replacement program for VICSES and the CFA – and now Fire Rescue Victoria. 
Fire Rescue Victoria’s $40 million rolling fleet replacement program will ensure firefighters get new appliances to keep doing what they do best.
VICSES volunteers across Victoria will be better equipped for the future with the first round of new Next Generation Medium Rescue Trucks to be delivered to units in Glen Eira, Geelong, Alexandra, Kinglake, Essendon, Chelsea, Otway, Beechworth, Kyabram and Murrayville.
CFA brigades in Darraweit Guim, Corop West, Barmah, Erica, Lubeck, Goroke, Crowlands, Modewarre, Kawarren and Moe South will also be the first recipients of new Medium Tankers funded through the ESVF.
Because our emergency services volunteers give our state so much, eligible CFA and VICSES volunteers and life members will be able to access a rebate, administered by the Department of Government Services.
Eligible volunteers include all active VICSES and CFA Operational and Support Volunteers. To be eligible for the rebate, volunteers will need to have served for at least 12 months, have passed probation, and not be suspended on disciplinary grounds or have taken a leave of absence for the duration of the preceding 12 months. 
After consultation with councils, emergency services and the Victorian Farmers Federation the Labor Government will also:
· Reduce the variable rate for Primary Production Land from 83c/$1,000 Capital Improved Value (CIV) to 71.8c/$1,000 CIV – reducing the liability payable by farmers.
· Guarantee in legislation that 95 per cent of VICSES and CFA funding will come from ESVF and 90 per cent of FRV’s annual funding will come from the levy.
· Legislate to make it clear that every single dollar collected from the levy must be spent on emergency services.
· Boost transparency by reporting annually how much money has been collected by the ESVF and how that money will be spent.
· Commit to working on an implementation package for local councils, including funding for the Municipal Association of Victoria
· Provide partial rebates of the ESVF for farmers eligible for the infrastructure grants program in the Government’s drought support package.

Every single dollar raised by this new fund will support our emergency services – helping them to keep communities safe year-round. 


Mary Trump says …….
Occupy Democrats

BREAKING: Donald Trump's niece Mary Trump enrages MAGA world by sharing the cold hard truth that her uncle is responsible for the "political violence" that he is desperately trying to blame on Democrats. We won't allow these fascists to gaslight us...

"Political violence and the rhetoric that drives it are almost entirely on the side of the Republican Party, and no person is more responsible for it than Donald Trump,” Mary wrote on her Substack. 

"Facing that truth does not mean rejoicing in what happened to Charlie Kirk. Quite the opposite: It means coming to terms with what is driving the political violence in America today," she wrote.

President Trump exploited the assassination of right-wing demagogue Charlie Kirk earlier this week by calling him a "martyr" and blaming the "radical left" even though the identity of the shooter wasn't known at the time. Even now, it's the killer's motive and political beliefs are unknown. Trump doesn't care. He saw an opportunity to sow division and he seized it.

Mary pointed out that Democratic lawmakers rushed to condemn Kirk's shooting while Republicans have sought to turn it to their political advantage by blaming Democrats and journalists. Comparatively, when Paul Pelosi was attacked in his home, conservatives celebrated and mocked the horrifying incident, with Donald Trump himself even joining in. Republicans demand an endless supply of empathy from liberals but provide none themselves.

"Donald has almost single-handedly created the conditions in which his grievance, his vengeance, and his cruelty extend to anybody that supports him," Mary Trump continued. "Anybody who opposes him or stands up to him or simply doesn’t support him is his enemy and is therefore not worthy of protection. Worse, they are considered legitimate targets of abuse or revenge, cruelty or violence."

"He has incited violence against his perceived political enemies as well as against his own government and then pardoned those who committed it on his behalf," she went on. "This is not a 'both sides issue.' This is not a moment when we put aside our differences to come to some agreed upon notion about how to move beyond this. With Donald Trump and those who support, enable, and capitulate to him in power that would be impossible."

"We have arrived here in large part because this country has been purposefully and maliciously divided against itself because of the rhetoric coming from Donald Trump and the Republican Party," she added.

She went on to quote Kirk's own now-viral words. The MAGA demagogue said that the price of an "armed citizenry" is a certain number of guns deaths.

"But I think it's worth it. I think it's worth to have a cost of, unfortunately, some gun deaths every single year so that we can have the Second Amendment to protect our other God-given rights," said Kirk. "That is a prudent deal. It is rational. Nobody talks like this. They live in a complete alternate universe.”

Mary Trump empathetically but forcefully addressed his words—

"Well, unfortunately, the universe we live in is a universe created by people who actually think that guns in our society are more important than the lives of the people living in it," she wrote. "Unfortunately, we live in a universe in which violence, political or otherwise, has been normalized by one party and one party only. The Democrats should condemn what happened today. Any decent right-thinking person should condemn what happened today."

"But we are missing the point, we are, indeed, missing an opportunity if we do not take the tragedy that unfolded today as permission to start a broader conversation about how we got here, who's responsible, and quite frankly what the hell we are going to do about it," she concluded.


Media Coverage of the Nasty Rallies
The Conversation 
3 September 2025
15 May
When prominent neo-Nazi Thomas Sewell yesterday disrupted a press conference by Victorian Premier Jacinta Allan and Treasurer Jaclyn Symes, it underscored what happened at the so-called “March for Australia” rallies last weekend.

So how should the media cover such incidents? Denis Muller writes that while journalists mostly did a good job of reporting the weekend’s event in a straightforward manner, their major mistake was to use the terms the organisers used for the events. The rallies were widely billed as “anti-immigration” or “March for Australia”, when it had become clear the “emotional dynamo behind them” was racism. If the media doesn’t call it for what it is, Muller says, it ends up giving an unintentionally sanitised account of what actually took place.

The rallies were also amplified on social media by prominent far-right voices such as Elon Musk and Tommy Robinson. As far-right researchers Kurt Sengul and Callum Jones write, this kind of support helps to reframe the rallies from fringe, extreme right events to part of a broader, global anti-immigrant movement.

Making Local Roads safer: 
Victorian Govenment media Releases, 9 September 2025

The Allan Labor Government is making journeys across Victoria smoother, thanks to a $210 million investment in the Safe Local Roads and Streets program to help reduce road trauma.

Minister for Roads and Road Safety Melissa Horne today announced more than 200 projects will support councils with up to $2 million to develop, design and deliver safety upgrades on local roads, intersections and precincts.

The funding will allow local councils to deliver a range of upgrades to improve safety on local roads including pedestrian crossings, intersection upgrades and speed-calming measures. 

Local governments manage 87 per cent of Victoria’s roads and the program supports the development and delivery of road safety infrastructure projects on these roads that many people use every day for travelling to school, work and around the local community. 

The Safe Local Roads and Streets Program will support councils capacities to plan, fund and deliver road safety improvements on these roads.

The Safe Local Roads and Streets Program is boosting safety and support the Labor Government’s 2030 Road Safety Strategy which aims to halve deaths by 2030 and put us on a strong path to eliminate all road deaths by 2050.

We delivered record roads funding last year and this Budget delivered even more – our massive $976 million Better Roads Blitz will fix potholes and upgrade road surfaces right across Victoria.

Further information on the program can be found at transport.vic.gov.au/news-and-resources/projects/safe-local-roads-and-streets-program.

Quote attributable to Minister for Roads and Road Safety Melissa Horne

“We’ve funded more than 200 projects to help local councils to deliver safer streets where local communities needs them most.”

Quote attributable to TAC Chief Executive Officer Tracey Slatter

“We know local governments are deeply committed to making their local roads safer, and this program is providing the much-needed investment needed to help councils prevent crashes and save lives in their local communities.”

Quote attributable to Head of Road Safety Victoria Marcelo Vidales 

“We’re working alongside every single Victorian council to deliver important road safety infrastructure on local roads.”
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