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Catholic Parish of the Nambucca Valley
27th Sunday in

Ordinary Time

Year A,

4th October, 2026

📖 First Reading                                                                                                                                                                                Isaiah 5:1–7

📖 Second Reading                                                                                                                                                               Philippians 4:6–9

📖 Responsorial Psalm                                                                                                                              Psalm 79(80):9, 12–16, 19–20   

📖 Gospel Acclamation                                                                                                                                                                  cf. John 15:15

📖 Gospel  Matthew                                                                                                                                                                                 21:33–43

No anger, just love

Let me sing to my friend the song of his love for his vineyard. My friend had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. He dug
the soil, cleared it of stones and planted choice vines in it. In the middle he built a tower, he dug a press there too.
He expected it to yield grapes, but sour grapes were all that it gave. And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of
Judah, I ask you to judge between my vineyard and me. What could I have done for my vineyard that I have not
done? I expected it to yield grapes. Why did it yield sour grapes instead? Very well, I will tell you what I am going to
do to my vineyard: I will take away its hedge for it to be grazed on, and knock down its wall for it to be trampled on.
I will lay it waste, unpruned, undug; overgrown by the briar and the thorn. I will command the clouds to rain no
rain on it. Yes, the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts is the House of Israel, and the men of Judah that chosen plant. He
expected justice, but found bloodshed, integrity, but only a cry of distress.

The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel..

There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer &
thanksgiving, & that peace of God, which is so much greater than we can understand, will guard your hearts & your
thoughts, in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, fill your minds with everything that is true, everything that is noble,
everything that is good & pure, everything that we love and honour, and everything that can be thought virtuous or
worthy of praise. Keep doing all the things that you learnt from me and have been taught by me & have heard or
seen that I do. Then the God of peace will be with you.

Alleluia, alleluia! I call you friends, says the Lord, because I have made known to you everything I have learnt from
my Father. Alleluia!

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people, ‘Listen to another parable. There was a man, a
landowner, who planted a vineyard; he fenced it round, dug a winepress in it and built a tower; then he leased it to
tenants and went abroad. When vintage time drew near he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his produce.
But the tenants seized his servants, thrashed one, killed another and stoned a third. Next he sent some more
servants, this time a larger number, and they dealt with them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them.
“They will respect my son” he said. But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, “This is the heir.
Come on, let us kill him and take over his inheritance.” So they seized him and threw him out of the vineyard and
killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’ They answered, ‘He will
bring those wretches to a wretched end and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will deliver the produce to him
when the season arrives.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures: It was the stone rejected by the
builders that became the keystone. This was the Lord’s doing and it is wonderful to see? ‘I tell you, then, that the
kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit.’

In this week’s gospel, Jesus chastises the Chosen People’s religious leaders of his day, putting a very sobering
message before them. In the parable, he tells of a landowner who leases his vineyard into the care of tenants. When
the harvest had come, he sent his servants to the tenants to claim his due as the landowner. To the landowner’s
dismay, the murderous tenants kill the servants. The landlord then sends more servants only to have the tenants
kill them too. Finally, the landowner sends his son and heir, thinking that the tenants would surely respect his son,
respond appropriately to him, and pay what is due to the son to bring back to the landowner. But the tenants kill
the landlord’s son, thinking that they would then claim for themselves the inheritance that would have gone to the
son. Jesus, the master teacher, then asks the leaders who are listening to him what they think the landowner will
then do. They reply that, of course, the landowner would severely punish the tenants, take the vineyard from them
and lease it to new tenants. We may well be shocked that the father, knowing that many of his servants had already
been killed by the tenants, would send his son. But, despite that violent history, he e trusts that his son would be
safe, & so the son goes without arms, defences or protection, only to be killed. In Matthew’s hand, the parable
becomes a story of salvation history. It speaks to us about God’s dealings with his Chosen People, Israel.
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RECENTLY DECEASEDRECENTLY DECEASEDRECENTLY DECEASED   
               ✝ Alexander Blair✝ Alexander Blair✝ Alexander Blair   
✝Roy Pritchard✝Roy Pritchard✝Roy Pritchard

WE PRAY FOR THE 
RECENTLY DECEASED 
     ✝ Alexander Blair 
✝Roy Pritchard

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHOSE 
ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR AT

THIS TIME 
Margaret Smith,  The Piggott &
Ryan Families, Martin Glover

*Mass Intention envelopes
 are located at the back of 

the Church*

During Fr Peter’s absence, Please contact Fr Vinod for  Urgent matters  📞 0478 675 816

Our bulletin is sponsored by Diocesan
 Investment Fund (DIF) paying 4.15% effective
1/08/26.  Call 1800802516 or www.dif.org.au

WE PRAY FOR THE SICK
Pauline Baker, Joye Thorne, Elaine

Gosson, Nicky Hemsworth,  
Kathleen Mitchell, 

Peter Butros, Peter Moroney

Announcements

Mass Times

Cursillo Movement Invitation - A Weekend of Spiritual Renewal. The Lismore Diocesan Cursillo Movement invites men and
women across the Diocese to a 3 day live in weekend of prayer, renewal, fellowship, and Christian living.
When: Thursday evening, 15 October to Sunday evening, 18 October 2026 Where: Marian Valley Retreat Centre
For info or bookings please contact Joan (President) on 0413 99 360 or email joanboyle0@gmail.comor Maxine (Secretary)
on 0429 669 029 or email: mscole945@gmail .com

Please SAVE THE DATE: 6  December Nambucca Valley Christmas Lunch . All welcome :)th

The vineyard is Israel (a familiar image in the Old Testament) & the tenants are the religious leaders of Israel. The
servants sent by the landowner are the prophets God sent to Israel, many of whom suffered greatly, some even
death. Eventually God did send his only Son & Jesus is rejected and killed. God then extends the Kingdom to the
whole world; Gentiles and Jews. So, what does this parable, focussed as it is on the failures of Israel’s religious
leaders, mean for us today? It tells us that, no matter the failings or abuses of the leaders of God’s people, God’s
Kingdom will prevail and will be fruitful. Also, that it embraces all humankind, not just a select few, but in fact all
creation. It tells us that God’s love will not be thwarted, no matter the misuse of privilege, authority & power. And
the cornerstone of the Kingdom is Jesus, the Son, the one who was rejected. Our task, our mission, is to be faithful
to Jesus’ teaching and fruitful in bringing about the Kingdom in our world, through works of justice, peace, &
reconciliation, in love of neighbour, & in care & compassion for the poor, the lonely, & the marginalised. The letter
to the Philippians assures us: Do not worry about anything. Keep on doing the things of the Kingdom … & the God
of peace will be with us. Anne Hunt © Majellan Media 2026

Marriage Enrichment Weekend-We are offering an opportunity for you to learn to become the best version of yourselves
together &  live your best life in love! Come & join us on 9 -11  Oct, 2026 Marriage Encounter Weekend at Mt Carmel Retreat
Centre, Varroville, NSW – a stunning & tranquil oasis on the edge of Sydney. Book online at www.wwme.org.au or contact
Christine & Terry Mahony on 0490 774 419 or nswbookings@wwme.org.au 

th th

Happy Birthday Fr Vinod, On behalf of all the parishioners we wish you a
very  Happy birthday for 7  October!!!th

mailto:joanboyle0@gmail.com
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r04/___http:/www.wwme.org.au/___.Y3A0YTpsaXNtb3JlY2F0aG9saWM6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6OTYyZTc1NWFiY2U5MTc4ZDhmYzBiNzZjNDY1Y2FkNzU6Nzo2NDFjOjg1ZjJiY2U1OTJlMjk0OThkNzIwYjdjNmUzYzBiNjhiNzI1MDJmODk1NjUyZmViOWU4ODRlNGYyOGFlYWY0Mjg6cDpUOk4

