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U.S. Covid Public Health Emergency To Stay In Place 
 

Mark Pfundheller got his two Covid-19 shots and a booster. Nevertheless, the 66 year 

old Wisconsin state employee was infected in April at a family wedding. He was 

hospitalized and put on a ventilator, Mr. Pfundheller died. He was one of 200,000 Covid 
deaths in the US this year.  

 

The US averages about 300 to 400 Covid deaths daily according to CDC. Roughly 85% 

of people who die from Covid-19 through mid august were 65 or older and like Mr. 

Pfunderheller had other serious health problems.  COVID is on track to be the third-

leading cause of death in the U.S. for the third year running.   

 

Covid denial- 
Heading into the third pandemic winter, most Americans seem to have tuned out 
COVID. And most jurisdictions have no interest in standard communicable disease 

precautionary measures, such as masking, systematic testing, and social distancing. Even 

as new data from Harvard’s TH Chan School of Public Health show how well they 

work:  Harvard’s study of Boston schools found students and staff in school districts 

that maintained masking had significantly lower Covid infection rates compared to those 

districts that dropped masking.  [LA County is an exception urging indoor masking and 

testing before public gatherings due to rising case rates and hospitalization.] 

 

‘Living with viruses should mean embracing simple public health measures rather than 

learning to live with staggering levels of illness and death.’ according to Dr. Lakshmi 

Ganapathi  pediatric infectious disease specialist at Harvard Medical School. 

 

Infection numbers have dropped to the mid-40,000s from 100,000s were they were for 

most of the year, though all authorities recognize that these numbers are not reliable-

(RI DOH acknowledges its infection reports capture only 20% of cases). The consistent 

volume of transmission and infection has apparently kept deaths elevated. ”If its 

attacking so many people on such a regular basis, unfortunately some people will have 

severe illness and deaths” according to Dr Paul Biddinger of Mass General Brigham 

hospital.  

 

The Biden administration will keep the Covid public health emergency in place, and is asking 

Congress for an infusion of billions of dollars to deal with the possibility of a winter 

COVID surge. If the public health emergency were to end the federal government 

would no longer pay for vaccines, tests, treatments and hospitalizations. COVID death 

rate in the U.S. has stayed fairly steady, with 2,344 people dying of the illness in the 

seven-day period ending on November 9, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention. CDC’s data unit is bracing for the potential of 30,000 to 70,000 

more deaths this winter. 
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