PAGE  
4

Ipswich Philatelic Society Coronavirus Lockdown Newsletter #7
I hope the relaxation of the lockdown restrictions has made some difference to day to day life for many of you although stamp-wise you may still be struggling. I note that a number of Ebay and Delcampe sellers especially in Western Europe warn that items may well be delayed in the post due to Coronavirus, as if we needed further problems! Has anyone experienced this? 

I have been busy posting stamps to customers I would normally see at fairs who have sent me their wants lists. Whilst it helps to keep them going with their hobby and keeps my business afloat it’s no substitute for face to face banter and looking though my stock together at fairs.
********
Two very different contributions from members this time. Andy Soutar gives us just a glimpse into the fascinating era of Hungary’s uncontrollable inflation but first, as promised in the last issue, Colin Whitmore has a wonderful rant and gives us his thoughts about collecting new issues. Many thanks Colin both for your contribution and for voicing a view which I know is held by many collectors both locally and nationwide.
END OF AN ERA, FOR ME
I think most of us started collecting stamps as school children with a general whole world stamp album, at least I did and it was not until I was in my teens that I started collecting ‘new issues’ for Great Britain from the local Post Office and was introduced to ‘First Day Covers’.

At that time, 1960’s, I was living with my parents in Camberwell, London, and when the experimental phosphor bands were trialled, this was one of the trial areas. So all my FDC’s, mint and used stamps had phosphor bands. Later on in life when my collecting became more serious I only had to collect the non-phosphor issues, a bit easier on the wallet!

During this period I had also started collecting new issues from the Channel Islands, The Isle of Man, Australia, Canada and New Zealand. I obtained the stamps from the country Philatelic Bureaus, dealers and latterly, from our IPS Stamp Packet. All these stamps were mounted in albums purchased from Stanley Gibbons with of course the annual page supplements.

When I started collecting new issues from these countries, they were issuing about five or six sets a year with the odd miniature sheet here and there. Stanley Gibbons had the annual page supplements issued by the end of the year and I had standing orders with them so that I had delivery and was able to mount all the issues for the year over the Christmas and New Year holidays. All was well.

Gradually things have deteriorated over the last ten to fifteen years or so. The number of stamp sets issued has more than doubled and there are now various deliberate perfs and varieties i.e. self adhesive variations to collect if you are going to do it properly.

Miniature sheets seem to be the norm for every issue! Not to mention retail and Prestige booklets at pushing £20 a time.

Stanley Gibbons album page supplements in recent years do not appear until February for Great Britain which baffles me. Our last issue, the Christmas issue is in November, they know all the details in October so could have everything ready to go once the stamps are issued and details confirmed. I am still waiting in mid June for the announcement from them that the Australia, Canada & New Zealand supplements are available and no, it has nothing to do with Coronovirus because it was the end of June last year before they appeared.

Philatelic Bureaus do not make things easy either. Take Canada for example. They used to send issues out on a monthly basis. A couple of years ago they decided to do this on a quarterly basis. Fine except the value on the customs declaration now attracts duty, not much, just a few pounds. Then comes the sting in the tail. This duty is collected by the Post Office and they want their pound of flesh – they add on another £8 as a collection fee!

As far as Great Britain new issues are concerned I have always liked to D.I.M. (Do It Myself). It adds to the interest and I thought I was helping to keep the local Post Office in business. But lately fewer and fewer local Post Offices are either willing or able to provide the first day issue service. 

You cannot get all the Regional covers locally, stamps in Presentation packs yes, but not covers. Nor can you get Post & Go labels locally. So these items I had to send to the Philatelic Bureau for and as a customer, I used to have mailed to me their ‘First’ publication which detailed all forthcoming issues. A couple years ago this publication stopped arriving and I found out it was because I did not have a regular order of at least a certain value, never mind I was spending vast sums at the local Post Office.

Ironically since I have written to the Bureau to inform them that I shall no longer require their services detailing the reasons why, I have been receiving the ‘First’ publication on a regular basis. Talk about shutting the stable door!

So to re-cap:

Too many new issues with too many miniature sheets and varieties.

Waiting up to six months to mount the new issues.

Lack of co-operation of Bureaus resulting in extra duty and OTT collection fees.

Conclusion:

1. New issues generally are never going to be worth even any where near face value. Yes the collector has had the enjoyment of collecting and mounting and the interest of the subjects that the stamps represent. The market appears to be flooded with GB FDC’s at minimal prices and nobody seems to want them.

2. Stamp Bureaus do not listen to what their customers say about the service they are providing, they take a ‘that’s what we are doing, take it or leave it’ attitude.

3. Stanley Gibbons over the years have provided me with a good service but they stopped their standing order service which worked well (for me). Now you have to keep checking the web site to see if things are available.

4. So, an easy decision, stop new issues and invest that money in filling the gaps in my GB Victoria to George VI collection and some gaps in the early issues of Australia, Canada and New Zealand. Good news for when the IPS packet restarts!
********
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My thanks to Les Athorne for his choice of ’my 
favourite stamp and why’. 

Les says ‘For me the 1935 Silver Jubilee issue of 

George V is the most attractive stamp ever issued, 

not to mention the enjoyment that can be had looking

for the many varieties that exist in the issue’.

My thanks to Andy Soutar for the following superb article. I always automatically think of Weimar Germany whenever inflation is mentioned but the numbers in post WWII Hungary simply defy belief. (We certainly get a wide range of topics for you!)
HUNGARY’S 1946 ‘LETTER SURCHARGE’ STAMPS

 

The treaty of Trianon in 1919 had left Hungary about half the size it was in 1914. By joining the axis forces in WW2 Hungary was able to reclaim quite a bit of its former territory but defeat by the Russian Red Army in April 1945 had much of Hungary’s economy and infrastructure in ruins. After the end of WW2 the continuous printing of bank notes resulted in the devaluation of the pengö and ever increasing inflation. This resulted in postage rates spiralling out of control up to the end of July 1946.
Various schemes were tried to control the inflation including a currency devaluation in December 1945. An attempt to simplify postage charges was introduced on 14th January 1946 with the issue of the first ‘letter surcharge’ stamps. Eight obsolete stamps were surcharged with a letter code, that corresponded to a particular postal service, and suffixed with a ‘1’ as follows:- Any.1 for printed matter, Hlp.1 for local postcard, Hl.1 for a local letter, Tlp.1 for a national postcard, Tl.1 for a national letter, Ajl.1 for registration, Cs5-1 for a parcel up to 5kg and Cs10-1 for a parcel up to 10kg.
Later in January the two parcel stamps were replaced as the Russians did not like the design showing St. Stephens crown. These stamps could only be used for the indicated service. The original values on the stamps were ignored as they were in fact ‘NVI’ no value indicated stamps. These stamps were only for use within Hungary, as not recognised by the UPU they should not have been used on foreign mail.

The stamps were sold by the Post Office at the current rate for the service that they indicated, for example the Tl.1 national letter stamp cost 600 pengo, the stamps retained this value up to the time they were invalidated on 30th June 1946. (Some catalogues (SG) list them as sold at the rate for a particular day, this is incorrect.)
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1st series letter surcharge         2nd series letter surcharge     3rd series letter surcharge National letter 600 pengö        Registration - 6,000 pengö      10kg parcel – 8M pengö
On the 1st February 1946 all postage rates increased five fold over the previous rate, this rate continued to the end of the month. A second series of ‘letter surcharges’ were issued with a suffix ‘2’, eight values as before but overprinted with Any.2 to Cs10-2. The national letter rate (Tl.2) was now 3,000 pengö (a 5x increase). A ‘period of grace’ operated at the start of most postage rate increases, allowing varied days between July 1945 and July 1946 when mail, posted at the previous rate, if correct, was not usually taxed. Seven days was allowed from 1st to 7th February, permitting a letter with a single Tl.1 (600 pengö) stamp to pass untaxed. The full rate was either 5 x Tl.1 stamps (5 x 600 pengö = 3,000 pengö), a single Tl.2 stamp (3,000 pengö) or regular stamps paying 3,000 pengö.
In the middle of February 1946 the regulations regarding the use of the ‘letter surcharge’ stamps was relaxed, these stamps could now be used to pay any type of postal service in any combination and with regular postage stamps. Letter surcharge stamps were sometimes used illegally on foreign mail. If the rate was calculated correctly, the item was cancelled with a red ‘Taxe Percue’ handstamp to indicate ‘Fee Paid’ and allowed to pass, thus complying with UPU regulations (example below)

[image: image1]Illegal use of ‘letter surcharge’ stamps on foreign mail item. Dated 6th February 1946, posted to the USA with 2 x 100 pengö stamps = 200 pengö. Illegal use of 37 (26 on back) postcard Tlp.1 stamps @400 pengö each = 14,800 pengö making up correct foreign rate of 15,000 pengos. Handstamped ‘Taxe Percue’ and allowed to proceed.
                                                                                                                                          

A third series of ‘letter surcharge’ stamps was issued on 1st May 1946. Again eight stamps were surcharged but this time with the type of postal service printed in text with no number. By May 1946 inflation had moved into hyperinflation, the Távolsági Levél, national letter rate was now 2,000,000 pengö! The letter surcharged stamps were not of much use after the end of May 1946 as posting a letter was then costing 100’s of millions of pengö!. Hungary’s hyperinflation ended on 1st August 1946 when the currency was re-valued and became the Forint.  
********
Please let me have feedback and contributions about anything at all by emailing me at  rogerswindells@gmail.com. Response has been slow to the ‘my favourite stamp and why’ idea and no response at all to the suggestion to let other members know, via the newsletter, what you all collect so some of you might find a common interest. I hope to continue the newsletter until we can all meet again so, if you find it a useful method of keeping in touch with the society or just with philately in general can you please let me know and help to keep it going with items of interest. Stay safe and well everyone.
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