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Ipswich Philatelic Society Newsletter #15

As many teeter between the second and third tier (of Coronavirus restrictions) and Ipswich Town currently top the third tier hoping for promotion to the second tier (of the Football League) philately is still more or less on hold. By the time you read this Lockdales auction will be over (did anyone buy anything? Please let me know), the exchange packet will be circulating but fairs and society meetings are sadly still a long way off. Disappointingly I have had no contributions from members this week so I thought it was time to update everyone on how the society is managing since we lost Bob and who’s doing what to keep it going for us all. 
Our president Ken Burr has taken on the role of treasurer, whether it proves to be permanent or not largely depends on a volunteer coming forward when we can finally have the AGM (I won’t hold my breath) Until then Ken is managing things and has just refunded dealers their deposits for our cancelled fair.

The activity of the society is currently limited to the exchange packet, a much welcome relief and source of stamps for many members. It is run behind the scenes by a veritable army of volunteers all contributing to the arrival on your doorstep of a regular box of bargains. Our secretary Mike Smith has assumed the role of overall ‘headman’ ably assisted with the computerised tasks by his wife Janet and June Spurling. Keith Spurling is still the manager of circuit A and he also checks and balances all the boxes at the end of their circulation. Tony Blumfield is the manager for both circuit B and circuit C.
Andy Soutar is still our programme secretary with lots of excellent speakers in mind for whenever we can all meet again (and speakers are willing to visit of course) and he is also responsible for emailing out this newsletter every two weeks. Steve Teuma is our webmaster running the society website poised for any philatelic news, both local or national, that he can use in addition to posting the newsletters on the website.
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********
First in the ‘One Hundred Years Ago this Month’ section 
this week is the centenary of Rupert Bear who made his 
debut in the Daily Express on November 8th 1920 in a story 
called ‘A Little Lost Bear’ launching a 100 year old dynasty.
First commemorated in Great Britain in both 1993 and 1994 

on one of the stamps in the ‘Gift Giving’ and ‘Messages’ 
greetings booklets, Rupert’s centenary in 2020 has been 

marked with an issue (in pairs) consisting of 2x1st class, 

2x2nd class, 2x£1-45 and 2x£1-70 with an adventure story running across the bottom of all eight stamps. 

Guernsey has marked the anniversary with an issue of six values, featuring Rupert and four of his friends. 
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                                   A second item under the ‘One Hundred Years Ago this Month’ heading is sadly

   not so light-hearted. On 1st November 1920 Kevin Barry aged just eighteen was

executed by hanging in Mountjoy Prison in Dublin having been convicted of the

 murder of three members of the Duke of Wellington’s Regiment (including that 

                                           of a year old private) in an IRA ambush on 20th September 1920.

The 50th anniversary of his death was commemorated in an issue of two values

                                          each depicting Barry by the Republic of Ireland on 2nd November 1970

.
********

In the absence of any contributions from members I’m struggling to fill this edition with my own offerings but fate has delivered the four 16 page displays into my care, previously held, unseen, in Rochford since the aborted Spring AEPS fair and exhibition in Rayleigh and rescued by my son just before Essex went into tier two Covid restrictions. They are the entries which swept the board in the Spring competition and three of them have not been seen yet by society members. Perhaps Andy will arrange for them to be displayed one evening when we meet again but until then I will whet your appetites with a page from each entry.                 
First up is a page, chosen at random, from Steve Teuma’s excellent entry ‘George V Penny Reds and First Commemoratives’ which won the AEPS Traditional (Stamps and Postal Stationery) Trophy in March.                                                       
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(British Empire Exhibition), it also saw 4 different watermarks, the introduction of Photogravure printing and Postage

Due stamps, a number of eolour shades (especially with the penny ‘reds’) and also a number of flaws/varieties.
What follows is a small selection to shew the variety of possibilities for George V Penny Red Collectors.

Downey Head 1911-12
Crown Watermark:

Die 1A

§G327 N7(1) §G327 N7(2) $G327 N7(4) $G328 N7(5f)
Carmine-Red Pale Carmine-Red Carmine Pale Carmine-Red
Neo Cross on Crown
Variety
Die 1B
§G330 N8(2) $G329 N8(4) $G330 N8(1)
Pale Carmine Bright Carmine Carmine W/M Inverted
Die 2 = Finer printing
And Lion Shaded

§G342 N11(1) $G342 N11(6)
Scarlet Scarlet-Vermilion
No Cross en Crewn
$G342 N11(3)
Deep Bright Scarlet
Control B12 (W)
Perf Type 2A*

*Centre stamp shows pestmark - BOURNEMOUTH & POOLE /11,30PM/23 OC/62. VERY LATE USE OF GV STAMP





I have chosen the second page of Ken Burr’s display of ‘Paraguay from the first essays and bogus issues to the Chaco War’. Once again it’s a page taken at random from the 16 pages constituting the exhibit. It was an almost impossible choice from what is a superb in depth display of these rarely seen, fascinating issues.
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Forgeries of the 1862 bogus issue produced for stamp collectors

1 August 1870 Litho. Roberto. Lange Buenos Aires; medium stout paper; wmk. ‘Original/Turkey Mill/Kent’

1879 Litho. Roberto. Lange Buenos Aires; perf. 12 ¥2; prepared for use but not issued as wrong currency

September 1879; same design but values in centavos; Roberto Lange Buenos Aires; perf. 12 Y2

Used July-August 1881; Handstamped in centavos fuerte indicating ‘heavy currency’. Provisional issue
Authorised in public notice of 1 July 1881 from Manuel Avila, postal administrator





Last but not least is a page from Andy Soutar’s outstanding prize winning display ‘France Postal History to 1900’ which won the Postal History Trophy, the George Pearson Award and the Classic Trophy.
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NAPOLEON III STAMP ISSUE

Internal Letter Rates from 1st July 1854
20c up to 7% grams
40c up to 15 grams
80c up to 100 grams
Rates changed on 1st January 1862

Monday 9th February 1857
Béziers to Jarnac
A folded letter sheet posted at the 40c rate for an item weighing between 7% and 15 grams.

Franked with two Napoleon 11 blue imperforated 20c stamps cancelled with a diamond of dots.

Backstamped at Marseille 10th February, Bordeaux 11th February and on arrival at Jarnac 12th February 1857.

Transit postmark
Marseille ‘10 FEVR 57"

Arrival postmark
Jarnac ‘12 FEVR 57"

Saturday 28th February 1857
Nancy to Chalons
A folded letter sheet posted at the 20c rate for an item weighing up to 7% grams.

Franked with a Napoleon III blue imperforated 20c stamp cancelled with ‘224 in a diamond of dots.

Arrival postmark
Chilons-A-Marne
“1 MARS 57

Backstamped on arrival at Chalons-A-Marne on 1st March 1857.
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That’s all for another issue. Please try to make a contribution, however short, to keep the newsletter going. My thanks to Steve, Ken and Andy for bailing me out this week (hopefully you might see the whole of their entries one evening soon and if that doesn’t get you to a meeting nothing will) Stay safe and well everyone.
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