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IPSWICH PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER #16

As I write the Prime Minister (rather belatedly in my opinion) is announcing a month long lockdown. By the time you read this we will be halfway through it and, as numbers will hopefully be falling, pressure will no doubt be mounting about the Christmas period. Personally I fear the government will cave in and we will have to start all over again in the New Year, but don’t let’s get political. 

Philatelically I don’t think the new lockdown will change things too much (but see below about the Braintree fair). Auction houses are on the list of businesses which must close but those being run on a postal or online, as opposed to public, basis may still be able to operate although any pre-booked viewing arrangements they have in place will now be impossible until at least December 3rd. Nick Barber’s next auction is planned for 6th December whilst Lockdales next stamp auction is not until mid February anyway.
On the subject of fairs, Braintree went ahead in November with five dealers attending but there were only 14 customers. Frankly I’m not surprised, I think it’s too early to restart fairs (although some are being held in Kent and Sussex apparently) or to attend them and many seem to be of the same opinion. The next Braintree fair, planned for 6th December has now been cancelled, sensibly in my opinion.
Member’s news wise I have heard nothing so I can only hope and assume everyone is safe and well. Ray Watts, known to many as a dealer in classic GB stamps, has had a stroke but is now recovering well and has been discharged from hospital to the tender care of Sue Pope who runs the Lavenham fair with him.

********

First we come to another article from Francis Dunn who is as you know a highly knowledgeable GB postal historian and regular contributor to the newsletter. This week it’s an item of early inland registered mail.
G.B. REGISTERED MAIL.
The first system for Inland Registered Mail came into effect on 6th January 1841. The registration fee was set at 1/- and a receipt was given although there was no compensation for loss or damage.  Payment had to be in cash.  The high fee of 1/- ran counter to the idea of cheap postage as introduced by Rowland Hill who resigned over the matter. Foreign mail could be registered but this only covered letters to the relevant port,
for example Liverpool. Covers from this period are scare, especially those in fine condition.

After a change of government in 1846 Hill returned to the Post Office. On 28th March 1848 the registration fee was halved to 6d, a rate lasting until 31st July 1862. From 1st June 1850 the fee could be paid in stamps.
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Cover from Penrith to Kendal on 30th May 1848, two months after the 6d. fee was introduced. Postage was 4d. up to two ounces. Note the faded red manuscript 'Registered' and '6'.  The back of the cover bears a blue Kendal date stamp, also of 30th May. The numeral cancellation is inverted; Penrith number being '606'.
This week’s ‘my favourite stamp and why’ isn’t actually a stamp at all. Taking the lead from Liz Elbourne’s inclusion of a postcard in this section, Ray Deeks treats us to yet another variation with ‘my favourite stamp album and why’. Many thanks Ray for including us in a lovely Deeks family philatelic memory. Ray writes:
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‘The ‘favourite stamp’ is, for me, a little narrow as it confines me to a single 
Country or theme. What I have in mind is not a stamp but an album, and not 
any old replica, but a family G.F.Rapkin ‘Wonder Album’, new in the early 
1930`s when it was given to my twin brothers which I am still using with a 

few exceptions. for my Barbados collection up to 1952. Slightly smaller than a 
Senator Medium it still has the front and back Peerless brand block pages with 
‘Great Britain’ inscribed in ink by one of my brothers to give extra space for 
your collection in the spring back, dark green album. I expect someone will 
have one in use that is older proving how well stamp albums were made years 
ago and how attached to them many of we senior collectors are.’

********

I like the way some contributions from members inspire others to contribute items with the same theme. Andy Soutar’s postal stationery article led Ray Deeks to delve into the Barbados collection he mentions to show us a number of items collected over several years of visiting the island on business (lucky devil) which 
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                                                                    include not only Victorian postal stationery items but
also a selection of ‘Church’ cancels including St James,
St Philip, St John, St. Lawrence, St. Peter, St Mary and 
                                                                                     Christchurch on stamps, postal stationery and cover.
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  (bottom item) cover bearing St John cancellation 

     addressed to ‘Lowther Ch:Ch’ (Christchurch)
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My thanks to Keith Spurling who dropped off a couple of items for space-filler articles.

Firstly  a stamp from the U.S, surely a prize-winner in the ‘worst ever cancel’ competition.
There are articles every month in the stamp magazines bemoaning the Royal Mail’s habit of

cancelling stamps with pen, or worse a thick black permanent marker, but this surely wins 

the ‘worst ever’ prize hands down. Fortunately perhaps the stamp is missing a chunk out of 
the top anyway so no real harm done. Needless to say Keith does not want it back!
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Next is an item which might be both of interest and collectable to the right person

(Robert Mason I’m talking about you!) It’s a 6d private delivery (Cinderella) label

purporting to be issued by the Glasgow Delivery Company, one of nine associated 

companies in major cities of England and Scotland in the 1860s. David Sterling’s in
depth listing of issues by these companies lists the 6d red Glasgow as a forgery. Full
details of all the forgeries and genuine issues can be found on his own website and
as part of http://catalogue.klaseboer.com/vol1/html/greatloc.htm. Still collectable

despite being a forgery and having a small tear at the top centre. It’s free, first come

first served courtesy of Keith who left it with me for disposal. Just ring or email me and I’ll post it to you.

********

I am always at pains to tell people I am not a postal historian but lockdown has allowed me to remember that I am, in a small way at least. I recently found a relatively small collection of pre-stamp Belgian material I had totally forgotten about whilst browsing through the rarely visited Belgian number 12 album. I now remember collecting them to show the many different occupations and regimes Belgium, whilst part of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, had found itself under prior to gaining its independence in 1830.
For  postal purposes these periods can be defined as:

1528-1621 Independent Netherlands

1621-1713 Spanish Netherlands

1714-1794 Austrian Netherlands

(1789-1790 Brabant revolution)
(1790-1794 Austrian revolution and French invasion)
1794-1815 French period
(1814-1815 General government Belgium)
1815-1830 Dutch period

1830 Independent Belgium (stamps introduced 1849)

Just a small selection here from the easier to find periods listed above starting with a 1771 entire from Antwerp (A) to Aalst charged at 2 Stuivers (internal rate) during the Austrian Netherlands period 1714-1794
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  French period 1794-1815. 31st March 1800 entire            Independent Belgium 1830-1849 1St May 1833

Antwerp (ANVERS) – Aalst internal rate 3 Stuivers       Entire letter Antwerp to Paris L.P.B.2.R. (Zone 2).                                                                                      
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                                                                                        Rate 11 decimes. ‘Too late’ (APRES LE DEPART)

                                                                                 Boxed transit mark PAYS-BAS PAR                                                              
                                                                                                                VALENCIENNES
                                                                                                  (Left) Independent Belgium 1830-1849. 
                                                                                      8th April 1834 Ath to Cassagne near Beaune France
                                                                                    L.P.B.4.R. Lettre Pays Bas 4 Rayon (Zone 4 to frontier)
                                                                                        Paid through at 11 decimes in black manuscript,
                                                                                                Marked one decime to pay (1D) on receipt. 

                                                                                                             Valenciennes transit mark. 

                                                                                               Cassagne 12th April arrival mark on reverse.
********
Another interesting (and bang up to date) commemorative slogan cancel arrived recently on a letter from Sheffield Mail Centre. I must confess I don’t normally take a lot of notice of slogan cancels (I’ve had too many with ‘NHS’ in them) so the ‘Coronavirus Stay Safe’ and ‘Captain Tom Moore’ slogans were probably the first, but today’s was so noticeable that I did a few checks about the U.N’s anniversary. 
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The UN came into being officially in 1945, after lengthy negotiations, on 24th October which totally co-incidentally is today’s date. It’s a very striking design but sadly the number ‘5’, which is set below the ‘7’, does not show very well on the glossy surface of the Machin stamp (ironically how many times have we complained about postmarks and cancels being too heavy?) I don’t know how widely it is in use as the Tom Moore slogan was apparently seen in limited areas only. Also are there any other designs of the slogan in use anywhere? Once again, if a United Nations theme collector (are there any?) wants it just give me a call.

********

That’s it once again, as usual my thanks to this weeks contributors. Please let me know what you are up to, how you are and finally, please send me items to include or tell me what you would like to see in future editions (it looks like the Newsletter might have to be around for a long time yet – sorry!) Stay safe and well
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