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Ipswich Philatelic Society Newsletter #23

I hope by now that all of you have received your first vaccination and that some of you might, by the time you read this, have had number two. Just don’t go mad, no all night parties, drinking to excess in smoky cellars packed with gyrating, sweaty young people. Stick to the stamp album, the occasional early morning trip to the local Co-op before anyone else is up and about and a nip of something to keep out the cold.

Seriously, although it looks like the vaccination programme and the latest lockdown might just be having an effect. I simply hope, given the pressure to ease lockdown and placate those who apparently can’t possibly survive without a holiday, that folk don’t get all blasé and ignore the rules again.
Fred Smith’s funeral will be on March 9th. Attendance is sadly limited to invitations only due to the current Covid restrictions but the service can be followed on-line via a link available through Hunnaball funeral directors. At the request of Fred’s family I have contributed some memories of Fred including his philatelic interests and Ipswich Philatelic Society service.
Did anyone buy anything at Nick Barber’s auction? There were a number of nice single country collections in the catalogue, although, without viewing one is in the hands of the auctioneer for a description and estimate. I wonder if the prices realised were as high as those at Lockdales which reminds me of an error in the last newsletter. I mentioned an item estimated at £50 which sold for £1000. I was wrong; unbelievably it actually sold for £3000! Was the purchaser, or the vendor, an Ipswich member I wonder?
I can report some good news on fairs. Lorne Webb is hoping to start again at Marks Tey in either May or July this year (dependent on Government guidelines) His Sunday fairs at Braintree will stop at the end of this year but Marks Tey fairs will become monthly events in 2022 (12 instead of 6) mainly on the last Saturday of the month. I have no news of any other fairs re-starting and I wonder how many of them will ever resume. Sadly society meetings still seem as far away as ever. 
I have heard nothing from any members this week so I assume all is well. On then to some stamps.
********

First in this week’s edition is Mike Hole’s suggestion in the ‘my favourite stamp’ section. Mike writes:

‘My wife was complaining that every cupboard she went to seemed to have stamps stored in them so I decided to sell my minor collections and the proceeds went on buying this stamp. 
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It is on the three crowns watermark paper issued on the 1st April 1884. On the 1st December 1888 the colour remained the same but the watermark was changed to three orbs.  On the 27th January 1891 the watermark changed back to three crowns but the colour changed to green. Does anyone know why all these changes? One of the reasons I like this stamp apart from the design etc is that after a lot of searching I found one of reasonable quality at a bargain price. However I am back to a storage problem again. Being a collector I have replaced the collections I sold with other small collections. Do we ever learn?’

No Mike, I’m afraid we don’t and your wife is not alone in her complaints. Mrs Swindells wants the wardrobe in the spare bedroom back, not just a shelf, all of it! Thank you for sight of this lovely item.

********

A first contribution now from Peter Walkey who has sent in a couple of stories illustrating the frustration, joy and the disappointment those ‘stamp finds’ can bring. My thanks to Peter who writes:

‘I thought I would share a couple of stories, one includes me, the other a complete stranger. Back in 1993 I lived in New York City and every Thursday there was a free paper called the Village, in which I noticed an article about a retired New York attorney who had been wandering around the used book shops in New York looking to buy some old law books that he could sit with in the garden on sunny days, relax and enjoy the stories of law cases. In one of the books he found a piece of paper that had been used as a bookmark, with two stamps on. He took it to an auction house and it sold for $67,000, the story did not say what the stamps were but he obviously knew they weren't just any old stamps and I suppose it proves finds can still be made!
Like a lot of us, I have gone online and bought stamps. At one auction there was a lot consisting of some albums, a catalogue and many loose stamps. I bought it for £10, the lady vendor was coming to Newmarket and, to save me a longer drive, offered to meet me there which I did collecting two boxes rather than one. The album turned out to be in very good condition and is already in use, the catalogue is an older one but is okay and there were 1000's of mostly early Elizabeth definitives and I do have some gaps according to Scott which, unlike the simplified SG, lists three different sets according to watermark.

In the first stamps I soaked off I found a four pence halfpenny with graphite lines, catalogue value £4.50. As the majority of the stamps were all from the same era I hoped I might find the remaining graphite lined issues I need. I soaked off over 1200 stamps and, you guessed it, not a single one more. I suppose that's why the value is what it is. Not unreasonably I thought as one had been in the box there surely had to be a couple more! That's the fun of stamp collecting, you never know what you may (or may not) find.’
********

Andy Soutar’s article about Whitfield King continues to bring in further contributions. Steve Teuma has sent two items of postal stationery received by the company, one from Canada and one from a dealer in Liverpool while Mike Hole has sent in an invoice for a 1925 purchase (not one made by him I hasten to add)
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Next is another superb contribution from Francis Dunn. This time it’s a cover from the Scilly Islands to Cornwall. I particularly like this one given the small amount of mail which must have originated from the Scillies at this time especially, as Francis observes, during the Maltese Cross period. 
The cover, sent only a short time before the introduction of numerical cancels, would have been carried by naval sailing vessel and is addressed to a manufacturer of pumps used in the, at that time booming, Cornish tin mining industry. (For the benefit of stamp collectors Francis points out that whilst the top and right hand cuts of the 1d red are close there is a hairline margin all round)
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Wrapper — SCILLY ISLES to HAYLE, CORNWALL — 25 March 1644,
Adhesive cancelled by Scilly maltese cross with Scilly despatch date stamp on the
reverse. The front bears a weak strike of a Hayle receiving date stamp of 26 March.

In the years 1643-45 mail was carried from the islands to Penzance by Naval Cutter.
The ‘Snipe’ and ‘Speedy’ were two such sailing vessels.

The addressee, Harvey & Co., produced stationary beam engines designed to pump
water from Cornish tin mines.

1d. Red-brown, plate 38.




My thanks to Francis for another lovely item
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********

Sometimes it’s amazing what you find when you delve into an album or a
stock book you haven’t looked at for a while. I am just starting what will be 

a lengthy task preparing all my stock for auction and I found the item at the

right. I say ‘found’ rather than ‘rediscovered’ or ‘remembered’ as I didn’t

know I had it. Which auction lot it was in and when, I have no idea.

Most members will know that early GB used abroad (or any GB used abroad
for that matter) is not my thing yet there it was, SG Z29 1d rose red (1864-79) 
plate 171 cancelled ‘975’ Limassol Cyprus (Hopefully there is someone out
there who collects this stuff) SG says it catalogues at £300, yes I know SG 

values are ridiculous but I’ll worry about that when I find all the others! I’ve
obviously been luckier than Peter Walkey (see his article above)

Ray Deeks has sent images of four real bargains he picked up recently in his quest for nice cancels and anything interesting postal history-wise for his German collection (and anything with a Nachnahme connection). Ray observes ‘They may be lightweight but they also put a smile on an otherwise dismal time.’
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Above left – Superb Luxembourg City cancel 1894 on 10c UPU postal stationery card to Berlin bearing a request for goods which has been priced in pencil for a Nachnahme with a currency calculation.
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Above right – Feldpost 16.4.15 (no stamp) excellent Aachen cancel from ‘Else’ to Walter Blank with rank to Western Army 4.
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Above left – 5pf p/s card uprated with two further 5pf adhesives with a side and a half covered in ‘chat’ from ‘Emile and Annie’ at Schloss Hotel Heidelberg 20th July 1926 to Frau Kann staying at Hotel Schweizerhof, Lenzerheide bei Chur Schweiz (Switzerland) 

Above right -- 6pf Hitler p/s card with a dressed village `May Pole` celebration for National Farmers Day 1937. Cancelled ‘Buckeberg b Hameln’ (better known for the Pied Piper) Publicity item sent to another Adolf in Aschaffenburg-on-Main.(Between 1933 and 1937, the Nazi regime held the Reich Harvest Thanksgiving Festival at the nearby Bückeberg hill, to celebrate the achievements of Germany's farmers.)
My thanks again to Ray for these items, (excellent examples of postal stationery use and all the information a simple card has to offer) and to all the other contributors this week. 
********

The newsletter cannot exist without members input however small (or you are going to have to put up with more of my stuff!) so I need to hear from more of you. Articles need to be no more than a quick note about your favourite stamp or cover, details of what you have been up to on your collections, what you’ve bought at the auctions or generally what you have been doing in the absence of society meetings (hopefully the garden will dry out eventually!) I’ve got a little quiz or perhaps I should say ‘a poser’ sent in by a member for next time. Don’t worry you don’t have to send an entry in or anything, just do it at home and I’ll print the answer in a later issue. Stay safe everyone and get those second vaccinations done!
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