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Ipswich Philatelic Society Newsletter #25

1st Anniversary issue

Last March when I produced the first (single page, single article)

newsletter in an attempt to keep everyone in touch with both each

other and our society, I had no idea that it would still be going (now four pages and, thanks to the members,

numerous articles) a year later but I really wish it wasn’t. Not because I don’t enjoy putting it together. I have enjoyed it very much and I will continue to do so for as long as it is necessary and welcomed by members, but simply because when I produced that first issue under the initial lockdown I had no idea that the awful Covid virus would be so prevalent that, a year later, we would still be unable to meet as a society and share our hobby in person.
Anyway, my thanks to everyone for all the generous feedback and to all whose contributions have made the twenty-five editions, possible. How many more issues there will be I don’t know but it appears there may at last be light at the end of the Covid tunnel, (‘lockdown’ has at least disappeared from the title) so hopefully society meetings are on the horizon once again.
For those who like to attend fairs, at the time of writing I have no positive updates. The organisers of Marks Tey and Rawreth both still hope to restart in May Covid restrictions and village hall committees permitting. Sadly Colchester Philatelic Society, recognising that their hall at Stanway is not suitable for an event if social distancing is still required, have bitten the bullet and have once again postponed their annual fair, which they had hoped to reschedule in September 2021, until 2022.
********

We start our anniversary issue with an article from our President Ken Burr who gives us a detailed insight into the infamous one shilling ‘Stock Exchange forgery’. My thanks to Ken for a fascinating contribution.
The Stock Exchange Forgery
In February 1870 the private telegraph companies in the UK were nationalised and placed under the control of the Post Office. The private companies had issued their own stamps to record payment for telegrams and the Post Office used existing postage stamps, having rejected the idea of issuing special telegraph stamps. The basic charge for a telegram was one shilling for up to 20 words and then threepence for every additional five words. Consequently the one shilling stamp was the most commonly used, in combination with stamps of other values for longer telegrams.
One of the busiest telegraph offices in the UK, if not the busiest, was that of the London Stock Exchange. Brokers used the service extensively to communicate urgent information to clients. Most customers sending telegrams never handled the stamps. The receiving clerks would take the hand written telegram, count the words, calculate the price, select and fix stamps of the correct value to the form and take payment from the sender. Once telegrams were transmitted the forms with their stamps were filed and ultimately sent to a paper mill for shredding to be used to make paper.
In 1898 Charles Nissen, a prominent stamp dealer, discovered that some of the one shilling stamps he had purchased were lacking their ‘spray of roses’ watermark. It was soon clear that the stamps were forgeries with genuine Stock Exchange cancellations of 1872-73.The trail then led to the Hamper Paper Mill in Watford where the telegram forms with their stamps were sent for pulping. Somebody there had stolen stamps and sold them to collectors and dealers.
The first forgeries noted were of plate 5 of the one shilling green. The plate had been made with changeable corner letters, presumably to reduce the chance of detection. However, it was clear that the maker had not understood how the lettering ran on the original stamps, with the result that some of the letters form impossible combinations. The corner letters on the genuine stamps run from ‘AA’, top left of the sheet, to ‘TL’, bottom right of the sheet.
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Many examples of the forgery are found singly but also in combination with additional stamps where the rate exceeded one shilling. The example from my collection at the left below, of an 1871 1s green plate 5 forgery used in combination with a genuine 6d chestnut plate 11 on a part Telegraph Form bearing a ‘Stock Exchange EC’ cds for 16th July 1872, is the rate for a 30 word telegram.
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As well as lacking watermarks the forgeries have rounded corners on the coloured squares in which the white corner letters are set. In the example in the centre above the ‘rounding’ is extreme on the top corner. The genuine stamps have sharp corners and regular sided corner letters as in the example at the right above.
Subsequent to the discovery of the plate 5 forgeries, forgeries of plate 6 of the one shilling green also came to light, bearing Stock Exchange cancellations. The plate 6 forgeries are better quality than those of plate 5 but also occur with impossible letter combinations. It is odd that forgers, who could not get the corner lettering right, took the trouble to forge plate 6 when the plate 5 stamps remained valid and the circulation of the plates overlapped. A likely explanation is that the Stock Exchange Telegraph Office took delivery of the shilling stamps in bulk, because of the high usage. This could have meant that, following the putting to press of plate 6 on 20th March 1872, deliveries of one shilling stamps were entirely of plate 6. Possibly the forgers feared plate 5 stamps would be conspicuous if they continued to appear on telegram forms.
The earliest date of cancellation found on a forged stamp is Monday 3rd June 1872 and the latest Friday 13th June 1873. Clearly one or more of the clerks in the Stock Exchange telegraph office during this period, was operating the fraud and pocketing one shilling for every forgery used. The books balanced because the Post Office received the money for the genuine stamp sales but its profits suffered on days when the forged stamps were sold in place of the genuine items. It is clear how the scheme worked when customers appeared at the counter and paid for telegrams on the spot. What is not clear is how the forgers managed when brokers sent down large numbers of telegrams and expected to be billed and to pay by cheque for each batch. How could a forger retrieve his money when cheques were made payable to the Post Office? 
In 1910 AJ Waldegrave, Accountant General to the Post Office, interviewed George E. Smith head clerk of the Stock Exchange Telegraph Office during the period of the fraud. Smith’s two junior counter clerks at the time, Benjamin Hind and Thomas Wright, were dead by then. Smith had retired in the early 1870s, at the time the fraud ceased, citing ill health. Details of the interview were not published and no one was charged with an offence. The forger of the stamps remains unknown. The telegraph service continued to use postage stamps on telegram forms until 1 May 1876. Special telegraph stamps had been introduced on 1 February that year; for the first three months after introduction their use overlapped with postage stamps. The introduction of telegraph stamps was intended to facilitate accurate accounting for telegraph revenues; the service had been running at a loss. The Stock Exchange forgeries contributed to this!
Acknowledgements: I have consulted three useful websites in compiling this article: 

Stanley Gibbons (https://www.stanleygibbons.com/collecting-stamps/dispatches/stock-exchange-forgery) 
The Postal Museum (https://www.postalmuseum.org/blog/the mysterious-victorian-stamp-forgery/) 

The Perfin Society, The Daily Gazette Tuesday 4th November 1873 ’G.P.O Fraud Uncovered – Mi££ions Stolen’
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Next we come to the answer to Ray Deeks’ ‘poser’ about the modern values of the three New Zealand ‘Kiwi’ stamps.

                                                                            You will recall that Ray asked us to place the three stamps 
                                                                           shown at the left with their 1970 catalogue values in a ‘Basic
                                                                             Better, Best’ order (and to estimate their value) as at 2014.  

                                                                             I have to say the results are quite startling. All three have
changed positions but it is the values which surprises me most

                                                                       The 10/-pink now occupies the ‘Basic’ position at £9-50. The 

                                                                 1    5/- green falls from ‘Best’ to ‘Better’ despite rising to £45-00            

while award for ‘Best’ goes to the 4/- reduced red. Formerly the ‘Basic’ stamp it now weighs in at £170-00!
     My thanks to Ray for an interesting (and eye-opening) idea. How many of you got it right I wonder?
********
In newsletter #23 Mike Hole told us about his favourite stamp and asked if anyone could advise why the colour and watermark changed between printings. Ken Burr kindly passes on the following information:
‘The use of the three orbs watermarked paper in December 1887 for the printing of the one pound stamp was accidental. 997 sheets of stamps were printed and the decision was made to issue the stamps rather than recall them. Following the mistake printing of the stamps resumed on the three crowns watermarked paper. The switch in colour to green in 1891 was made because of the discovery of a photographic forgery of the brown -lilac one pound in mid-1890.’

 My thanks to Ken on Mike’s behalf for this information. It makes the newsletter very worthwhile when queries posed in articles are quickly answered by fellow members. The depth of knowledge within our society never ceases to amaze me, there’s always someone out there who can help if you pose the question.

********
Covid items continue to appear, by the time it’s just a memory there will be more thematic material on the Coronavirus than any other subject. Two more items this week from Keith Spurling and Andy Soutar. Keith has sent in a Spanish 5 Euro Covid miniature sheet depicting healthcare workers in full PPE one of whom is holding hands with a patient (who looks remarkably well and happy) while Andy spotted yet another Covid slogan cancel from Germany urging people to protect themselves and others with two arms around a heart.
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In this anniversary issue it seemed appropriate to include an article in the ‘One Hundred Years Ago This Month’ feature. This week marks the centenary of the plebiscite held on 20th March 1921 in Upper Silesia to determine whether the inhabitants of the area wished to be included in Poland as opposed to Germany. 
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                                                                                    Map of the plebiscite areas
                                                                                            Pink = Germany

                                                                                            Green = Poland

                                                                                      Lilac = Czechoslovakia

                                                                           Pale green = to Poland after plebiscite

                                                                               Orange = remaining in Germany

                                                                           A bilingual Polish Propaganda poster

                                                                          ‘Vote for Poland and you will be free’
Ordered by the 1919 Treaty of Versailles following the Great War, the plebiscite was marked philatelically with an overprint ‘Plebiscite 20 Mars 1921’ on the March 1920 definitive issue which depicted a coal mine.


Typographed at Govt Printing Works Paris, the set 
consisted of eleven values Perf 13.5 x 14 or 14 x 13.5
********

Finally a cover from Belgium’s smallest and rarest colony. Elisabethville was founded at Birtley in County Durham during the Great War. Founded as a village attached to a munitions factory, it accommodated 3,000 wounded Belgian soldiers, refugees and their families after the occupation of their homeland. In return for the work on munitions the British government recognised it as a sovereign Belgian colony with its own post             
                                                                                               office (staffed by Belgian postal workers) school
                                                                                               and hospital. This censored cover was sent to the

                                                                                               neutral Netherlands and bears an ‘Elisabethville 
                                                                                               Co. Durham cds dated 7th October 1918 with a

                                                                                               Rotterdam arrival mark of 18th October. Most
                                                                                               residents were repatriated just two months later.

                                                                                               

                                                                                               .   

Elisabethville cemetery can still be seen
together with a few huts but nothing 
else remains of Belgium’s lost ‘colony’.
That’s all for another edition but I desperately need contributions for #26 as the cupboard is virtually bare! 
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