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Ipswich Philatelic Society Newsletter #26
First of all our belated best wishes and congratulations (in addition to those they received from H.M. The Queen) to Pearl and Selwyn Cooper who celebrated their Diamond Wedding anniversary in late March. Sadly due to lockdown rules they were unable to celebrate with their family in person (or hit a nightclub) but thanks to the miracles of modern electronic science hopefully they were all able to speak to each other. 

Things are slowly returning to normal on the auction front with Lockdales now able to offer viewing once again, albeit ‘by appointment only’ in time for their 21st April stamp sale, the catalogue for which is on line now. I am still ploughing through my stock ready for auction but it’s taking forever as I hadn’t realised just how much I have accumulated over the years. That might however be a good thing as unrestricted viewing will probably be allowed again by the time I am ready. CPA at Ely have a postal / online auction on 1st May
Nick Barber has lots going on in Felixstowe at the moment. He ran a ‘timed’ sale between 17th and 24th March. Did anyone leave a bid and was anyone successful I wonder? Please let me know. He is opening a new, larger, shop at 152 Hamilton Road, hopefully before his next auction which is planned for April 21st. Dependent on the next step in the lockdown easing plan, viewing for that auction, although probably still by appointment, should be available at the new shop from April 12th. A new website is also planned. 

Incidentally I had toyed with the idea of making this Volume 2 Number 1 but hopefully it won’t be another year before we meet again and the newsletter will be defunct so it’s just plain old number 26. On now to this week’s articles starting with another excellent contribution from Ray Deeks (what doesn’t this man collect?)
********
‘Around the world in under two weeks’ by Ray Deeks
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  Cover from Japan – U.S.A. leg of the Graf Zeppelin 1929 Round the World Flight
Hugo Eckener, manager of the Luftschiffbau Zeppelin company and commander of the Graf Zeppelin, dreamed of a flight around the world in under two weeks but in order to finance the attempt money had to raised. William Rudolph Hearst the U.S. newspaper magnate pledged $100,000 for the English language rights to the story but, as German newspapers could only afford $12,500, Eckener had only half the amount he needed. However stamp collectors, who love mail carried by air to distant countries, were prepared to pay a premium for flown covers thus making up the shortfall.

The first element of the ‘American Dream’ was to be a flight from Lakehurst U.S.A. to the home base at Friedrichshafen prior to a 7000 mile leg over Russia, Siberia then south to Tokyo avoiding high mountains but risking extreme weather. The cover illustrates the Pacific crossing from Japan to San Francisco, Los Angeles and back to Lakehurst. Charles Rosendahl, who was the captain of the airship Los Angeles, built in Germany then handed to the U.S.A. as Great War reparations, was on board representing the US Navy and was the sender of this cover. Although the flight received much publicity it took 23 days rather than just 14.
Now we come to another fascinating guest item from John Ineson President of Sudbury and District Philatelic Society. Members may recall a previous article from John in Newsletter #14. He has once again kindly allowed me to use one of his ‘jottings’. This time it’s a piece he has put together for the Anglo-Boer War Philatelic Society looking at ‘impossible’ dates on Mafeking cancellations. Many thanks John.
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As a follower of eBay, I quite often search for Mafeking and noticed recently that this small head Baden-Powell
stamp came up for sale with a February 30 1900 cancellation. As many of you will
{ know, the blue print stamps were not issued until early April so it is assumed that this
cancel was made as a favour. Described as “Baden ‘ o

Powell Mafeking 3d blue used 19007, the stamp had 37
bids from 13 different bidders (one person bid 16 times
in one day!). I already had a cyclist stamp with the same
cancel and so did not place a bid for this item. It finally
sold for £385 which is more than double the price for a
correctly used date of this stamp. We know that
February normally has 28 days except for a leap year
when it is 29 days. Why February 30™ we will not know
the reason, but guess that with all the hostilities taking
place during Siege, there was not time to think about
such things as the date. Just to prove this, a poor quality
picture shows a memorial plaque in the Mafeking
cemetery stating that Private J. Calvert of the Town Guard was killed on the 30-2-00.
Also shown is another backdated Cyclist stamp, which is cancelled with the old square
cancellation and dated October 30" 1899, a couple of weeks after the siege
commenced, and of course months before the stamps were issued.

S’ull writing about Mafeking, there were a considerable number of forgeries produced at the time and many
were brought home by soldiers returning
from the Boer War. For some reason and
especially in Mafeking, collectors wanted
used stamps and so this postmark, which I
, purchased in Cape Town many years ago,
was produced amongst others to defraud the
public. Little did they realise that in time
unused stamps would be worth much more
than used ones. This date stamp has a fixed date, of which part has been removed,
and it could have been April 23 which was a well known forged date.
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********

Peter Walkey has sent in his nomination in the ‘My Favourite Stamp’ 
section choosing the magnificent £1 PUC of Great Britain but great 
minds obviously think alike as it was nominated by Chris Bullard and 
has already appeared in Newsletter #23. Fortunately Pete also sent in 
an alternative in the shape of the stamp nominated by stamp clubs in 
the U.S. as ‘the most beautiful stamp ever issued’ namely the $1 of the 
1898 Trans –Mississippi Exposition issue depicting ‘Western Cattle
in a Storm’. (Taken from a 1878 painting called ‘The Vanguard’ by 
Scottish artist John A. MacWhirter, it actually features a group of 
cattle in a snowstorm in the Scottish Highlands). My thanks Peter for two admirable choices!
Next it’s another outstanding item of early Transatlantic mail from Francis Dunn who writes :

‘A rare transatlantic cover from the Maltese cross period at the one ounce rate of 2/- franked by 12 x 1841 type 2d. blues. More often than not senders paid postage in cash for the higher rates. Postal clerks then applied appropriate manuscript marks to indicate payment. In 1847 the first 1/- stamp was introduced so providing an easier alternative although distribution was limited to relatively few post offices.’
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Double letter rate of 2/- for up to one ounce.

Entire letter — EDINBURGH to NEW YORK — 17 May 1843.
The 12 adhesives are cancelled by Edinburgh Maltese Crosses and also tied by the
red Boston Ship dated handstamp of 1 Jure.
The red “39% (cents) handstamp indicates amount due; double 18% cents (37%c.)
for inland postage Boston to New York plus 2 cents ship letter fee.

Copy of part reverse showing Edinburgh despatch date stamp.
Carried by Cunard steamship Acadia’ departing Liverpool 19 May,
arriving Boston 1 Jure.

Letter refers to re-investment of $30,000 of proceeds from the sale of
Auburn & Rochester Railroad stock.

Ex: Angus Parker.
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Finally this week it’s thanks once again to Andy Soutar for a fascinating item featuring yet another area of his collecting interests with material I had never even seen before and which I had absolutely no idea about. 
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INDIA ‘REFUGEE RELIEF’ STAMPS FOR BANGLADESH
The 1971 civil war in India’s neighbour of East Pakistan had caused large numbers of refugees to flee into India.
From the 15th November 1971 to 31st March 1973 the Indian Government placed a 5p tax on most mail.
Various overprints were applied to the 1967 Sp cerise “family planning” stamp, some by local postmasters.
The funds raised went towards paying for the cost of taking in refugees from the conflict in Bangladesh.
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1st February 1972
85p aerogramme letter to England with a
5p “Refugee Relief” obligatory tax stamp »
added. Stamp overprinted at Nasik and
was for general use across all India.
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1st March 1972
Aerogramme letter to W. Germany.
< 85p postage charge and an additional Sp
imprinted ‘Refugee Relief” stamp in blue.
The design shows refugees and is the
same design as the issued cerise Sp stamp.





That’s all for another issue. Keep well, get that second jab and please let me have comments and articles.
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