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Ipswich Philatelic Society Newsletter #13
As you read and digest this edition the society will be 75 years old, the first meeting being held on 5th October 1945 in the Golden Lion Hotel. But for the Coronavirus we would have celebrated our anniversary by hosting the Association of Essex Philatelic Societies Autumn Fair at Kesgrave on October 10th. Sadly the date will now pass unnoticed. Is it possible to mark a 76th Anniversary I wonder?
No members news this time so just a note for your diaries that the next Lockdales stamp and postcard auction will be on 31st October, still an on-line event though I’m afraid and Nick Barber’s Felixstowe auction, also postal is on October 7th. I have no news about any fairs re-starting unless anyone can tell me differently.

On the subject of fairs, I came across this nice press photograph of Bob Harvey and Andy Soutar taken at the Sudbury and District Philatelic Society fair in Long Melford.
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********

Ken Dyke wishes to dispose of 250 unsold items of Czechoslovakia and Czech Republic postal stationery (dating from before WWII up to the 1980s) from the collection of a deceased Czech P.S. member. Some of the items were originally priced in excess of £20. The material is free to a good home, first come first served. Please contact Ken on 01473 711019 or by email at somersett55@gmail.com. 

Space permitting, I am willing to include details of any free items members have for disposal (items for sale should still be sold through the Exchange Packet) 

********
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Ken Burr’s informative article on wartime 
mail leads me to show an item recently 
purchased for my Netherlands collection. 
It’s a postcard from The Hague to Seine et 
Marne east of Paris in 1917. The Netherlands 
was of course neutral in the Great War whilst 
Germany occupied France to 30kms short of
Paris. I don’t know the routing of the item 
(hopefully someone will tell me) but what 
caught my eye was the French ‘opened by 
Military Authority #18’ cachet, presumably 
primarily intended for sealed items of mail, 
but used here on a simple picture postcard.
 The venture into poetry by Ray Deeks and Liz Elbourne has inspired Tony Blumfield to take a traditional verse (variously claimed to be from Devon, Lincolnshire and Sussex and no doubt Suffolk and Norfolk too) and adapt it as a tribute to Bob Harvey 

A Bit of Binder String
Dost mind Bob Harvey as used to work for Drake, at Badgers End

There weren't a tool about the farm this feller couldn't mend

From a hayfork to a harvester or any mortal thing

Old Bob could always fix it with a bit of Binder String

One day a Friesian bull got out and raged and tore around

Nobody dared go near 'im as he roared and hooked the ground

Till Boss shouts "Bob the bull's got out and been and broke his ring"

An’ Bob lassoed the beggar wi' a bit of Binder String

Bob courted Eileen seven years an', then said "Let's get wed

I've got a table an' some chairs an' Granny's feather bed

An’ there’s half a ton o' taters up in the field as I can bring

An' I've made some handsome doormats out of there thic' Binder String"

Well Eileen said "We'd best get wed before they cut the hay"

So they had a slap up Wedding on the seventeenth of May

But when they got to the church Bob found he had gone and lost the ring

So he had to marry Eileen with a loop of Binder String

Next year a little daughter came to bless the happy pair

Wi' girt blue eyes and a tuft of ginger hair

And Bob, he says to parson at the baby's Christening

"Zee, 'er be just the colour of a bit of Binder String"

Well time went on an' old Bob died an' came to Heaven's Door

He heard them all a singing there and he was worried sore

An' he says to good St. Peter, "Zir I've never sung before

I were always kep' so busy mendin' things wi' Binder String"

"Don't worry Bob" St. Peter said "the Good Lord understands

He've been a carpenter and like to see folks use their hands

An’ we'm very happy to see 'ee here, we've plenty who can sing

But we need a handy chap like thee, has 'ee brought some Binder String"

So Bob do bide in Heaven now, he's very happy there

He's got a liddle workshop round behind St. Peter's chair

An' while the Angels play their harps and all the saints do sing

Bob mends the little cherub's toys with a bit of Binder String.
********
To fill the odd gap I thought I might introduce an occasional section called ‘One Hundred Years Ago this Month’ (or when you finally read this, probably ‘last month’) detailing world events of 100 years ago noted either with stamps issued at the time, or commemorated later. The first item comes from my collection but I would welcome any suggestions from members about events and stamps they would like included.
September 1920 saw the end of the first post war Olympic Games held, amazingly, considering the horrific destruction of the country in the war, in Belgium. 29 nations took part (Germany and her allies were not invited) The Games officially opened in Antwerp on 14th August although some events began as early as April. 
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A set of three commemorative stamps, recess printed by the American 
Banknote Company, was issued on 2nd May. Superb posters and 
labels were also produced. The issue was surcharged in 1921 to
reflect an increase in postal rates. Rare inverted overprints exist.
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Discus                                   Charioteer                         Runner
********

Andy Soutar’s article prompted Colin Whitmore to dig deep and turn up some of the collectable Whitfield King items Andy mentioned. My thanks to Colin who writes:

‘Following on from Andy Soutar’s excellent article about Whitfield King, I have in my possession two Whitfield King catalogues. The first is a 1939 edition, “The Standard Catalogue of The Postage Stamps of The World” priced at five shillings. It is a 912 page book with the last 33 pages given to advertisements ranging from approvals, packets, long sets, collections, albums and accessories of all types. Shown below are the cover and a sample page of Great Britain. If only we could go back and stock up with a few of the choice items at 1939 prices!       
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The second catalogue is a 1948 edition, after British Empire and Foreign were split as Andy’s article told us. Entitled “Part 1, British Empire and Egypt, Iraq, Nepal and

Transjordan” and priced at 7/6d it is a much slimmer book at 248 pages with only two pages of adverts. 
A similar page of Great Britain shows how prices have changed in the nine years between the two editions. Stamp No 92, the £1 green Victoria has shot from £35 to £90, but some of the more mundane issue have stayed at 1d. (Don’t forget we are talking proper money here, £.s.d., not the monkey stuff we have these days!)
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                                Whilst on this subject, I have another catalogue in my possession,   

                                this one being a Stanley Gibbons one dating back to 1917 and 

                                listing “Stamps of Foreign Countries”. It says at the bottom of the   

                                front cover “Price 4/6d net or post free 4/11d”. So you pay 5d for
                                not paying for postage?
                                Just out of interest I decided to look at the price of the first issue 

                                of the USA in 1847. The 5c brown is priced at 8/6 and the 10c 

                                black at 30/-. In my 2013 SG Simplified catalogue these are listed 

                                at £550 and £1,400 respectively. But then nearly 100 years have 

                                passed so taking into consideration inflation etc. I don’t suppose 

                                that is too far out, approximately 1,000 fold in 100 years.’
********
Please keep your contributions in the form of articles, views, news (especially) and requests coming in to keep the newsletter going. That’s all for this issue, stay safe and well everyone and make sure you stock up on those stamps somehow ready for winter.
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