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49 WELCOME sz

(*) Please stand as you are comfortable and able

Prelude Music
Welcome & Announcements

*Opening Litany

P:  We gather together in the presence of God, the Lord of heav-
en and earth: the Creator of our world and everything in it,
the One who gave us life and breath,.

C: We gather to worship the One who is never far away from
any of us, the One in whom we live and move and have
our being.

P:  Almighty God, let this day be a worthy celebration of our
Lord’s resurrection love. -

C: By the Easter good news, encourage us to put away our
worries and to discard our fears, that with minds open to
your Spirit, we may better love You and more adequately
worship your holy name.

P:  Praise be to You, O Lord, for your compassion for us.

C: Praise be to You, O Lord, for your steadfast love. Amen.

*Opening Hymn #747 “Christ is Made the True ...”
*The Greeting and Prayer of the Day

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



P. Let us pray. ~ Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the
way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another,
to follow in the way of His commandments, and to share His
risen life with all the world, for He lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The First Reading ~ Acts 7: 55-60

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the
apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distrib-

ute food, however. For his preaching of God's word, he becomes the first martyr of
the faith.

*>Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the
glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. * “Look,” he
said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God!” *’But they covered their ears, and with a loud .
shout all rushed together against him. * Then they dragged him out of
the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the
feet of a young man named Saul. ** While they were stoning Stephen,
he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ® Then Stephen knelt down
and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”
When he had said this, he died. '

Word of God, word of life. = Thanks be to God.
Psalm 31 (selective verses, read responsively) -

I you, O Lorp, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
2 Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.

3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and
my stronghold; for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
“Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,

- for you are my tower of strength.
> Into your hands I commend my spirit,

’ for you have redeemed me, O Lorp, God of truth.
'* My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my ene-
| ' mies, and from those who persecute me.



'L et your face shine upon your servant; ...
save me in your steadfast love

The Second Reading ~ 1 Peter 2: 2-10

Christ is the cornerstone of God's saving work and the foundation of our lives. We
are God's chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of
God we experience through Jesus Christ.

? Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it -
you may grow into salvation — if indeed you have tasted that the Lord
is good. *Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet
chosen and precious in God’s sight, and ° like living stones let your-
selves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. SFor it

* stands in scripture:

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, -
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not be-
lieve, “The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,” ® and “A stone that
makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble
because they disobey the word as they were destined to do.

? But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s
own people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of the One
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. ' Once you
were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not re-
ceived mercy, but now you have received mercy.

 Word of God, word of life. = Thanks be to God.

*The Gospel Acclamation (sung by all)
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*The Holy Gospel ~ John 14: 1-14

On the night that He is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with His disciples.
As the one through whom God is known, He promises to go before them and act on
their behalf.

The Holy Gospel according to the 14th chapter of St. John.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples: ' “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Be-
lieve in God; believe also in me. 2 Tn my Father’s house there are many
dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to pre-
pare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there_you
may be also. * And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 3
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How
can we know the way?” ¢ Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you
know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know
him and have seen him.”

® Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satis-
fied.” ? Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip,
- and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Fa-
ther. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that
I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you L
do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his
works. !! Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but
if you do mnot, then believe because of the works themselves. > Very
truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I
do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to
the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. '1f in my name you ask me for anything, I
will do it.”

The Gospel of the Lord. ~ Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon

*Hymn #758 | “You Are the Way”



*The Apostles’ Creed (professed together)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended
to the dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended into
heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will
: come to judge the living and the dead.

| I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the commun-
ion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*The Prayers of Intercession

Merciful God ...  Receive our prayer.
Anthem - “We Are One with You, O Lord”

Blessing of the Elements

The Lord’s Prayer

+ Communal Reception of the Sacrament +

This morning, the sacrament will be distribﬁted by method ofintinctz'on; that
is, the Pastor will dip the wafer into the chalice, hand it to the recipient so
that they may place it in their own mowth.

Post-Communion Blessing and Benediction

P:  Go from here in the knowledge that you do not go alone:
the power and presence of God go with you. Amen.

*Closing Hymn #389 “Christ is Alive! Let Christians ...”
*Dismissal

Go in peace and séwe the Lord in love. Thanks be to God!
Postlude Music o A
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... to Carl Tyce for serving as our lector

... to Drew Wagner for serving as our live stream tech

To remember in prayer ... Ronald Black, Richard
Eisenhart, Faye, Hope Geary, Harlan, Jeanne Logan,
Lori Remaly, Barb Shaneberger, Tyler and Elizabeth,
Kathleen Tuomela May, Darrell Tuomela, Joe
Ulmer, Monica Wagner, Leon Warmkessel, people
living in war-torn countries, victims of oppression,
injustice, violence, and natural disasters, and other
dear ones whom we name before God.

i

The altar flowers have been sponsored by Alicia

Baird in loving memory of her grandmother,
Shirley Tuomela. ¥
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** Mark Your Calenddars **

"A special 250th Celebration of Our Nation”

Saturday, June 12th from 10am-2pm (in lower lot)

Basket raffle, flea market, cake walk, food, + more!



COMMUNTTY IN CHRIST
Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 747
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758 | “You Are the Way
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1 You are the way; to you a-lone from sin and death we flee;
2 You are the fruth; your word a-lome true  wis-dom can im - part;
3 You are the life; the - rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu’ring arm;
4 You are the way, the truth,the life; grant wus that way to know,
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all those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
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EASTER

389

Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing
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