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*» WELCOME &

(*) Please stand as you are comfortable and able

Prelude Music

Welcome & Announcements

*Prayer of Confession (by Moira Laidlaw)

P:

Gracious and merciful God, we confess to You our reluctance
to enter the wilderness places where we are confronted with
our true selves.

The places where we are tempted to put worldly values
before our desire for You, and when our hunger for pow-
er and wealth is greater than our hunger for seeking and
doing your will.

When we are tempted to use the gifts You give us to benefit
ourselves at the expense of serving others:

Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in You.

When we are tempted to use sensational means to increase
people’s faith, rather than being guided by the humility of
Christ:

Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in You.

When we are tempted to manipulate You, O God, to satisfy
our own needs:

Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in You.

Merciful God, save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. Forgive us our sins and fill us with the joy and
peace of your salvation. So strengthen us with your Spirit
during this Lenten season that we put our whole trust in You
as confidently as Jesus did. Amen.




*Qpening Hymn #319 “O Lord Throughout These ..~

xThe Creeting and Prayer of the Day

p: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

p: Letus pray. = Lord God, our strength, the struggle between
good and evil 1ages within and around us, and the devil and all
the forces that defy You tempt us with empty promises. Keep

us steadfast in your word, and when We fall, raise us again and
restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our gavior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever. Amen.

The First Reading ~ Genesis 2: 15-17, 3: 1-7

Human beings were formed with great caré, to be in relationship with the Creator,
creation, and one another. The serpent’s promise 10 the first couple that their eyes
would be opened led, ironically, to the discovery only that they were naked.

15 The Lord God took the matt and put him in the garden of Eden 10

till it and keep it. 16 And the Lotd God commanded the man, “You may

freely eat of every 1ree of the garden, 17yt of the tree O
of good and evil you ghall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you

shall die.”
31 Now the serpent was more crafty {han any other wild animal that

the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, «pid God say, “You
shall not eat from any tree in the garden"?” 2 The woman gaid to the
serpent, «e may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3put God
qaid, ‘You ghall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of

the garden, no~ shall you touch it, or you shall die.” » 4 But the serpen
knows that when yo!

qaid to the woman, “You will not die, 5 for God
and you will be like God, knowin

food and that itwasa delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be &
ise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also g2



some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. "Then the eyes ¢
both were opened, and they knew that they were naked, and they sewe
fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

Word of God, word of life. ~ Thanks be to God.

Psalm 32 (read responsively, lector then congregation)

! Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!
2 Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.
4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lorp.” Then you for-
gave me the guilt of my sin.

6 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of
trouble; when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
"You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;

you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
8« will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;
I will guide you with my eye.
9 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who must
be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”
10 Great are the tribulations of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.
11 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

The Second Reading ~ Romans 5: 12-19

Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and deatk
from which we cannot fiee ourselves. In Christ’s obedient death, God gracious!
showers on us the fiee gift of liberation and life.

12 Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death cam
through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned " for si



was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when
there is no law. ' Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over

those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam, who is a pattern of the
one who was to come.

'5SBut the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died
through the one man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of
God and the gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for
the many. '® And the gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For
the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the gift
following many trespasses brings justification. '71f, because of the one
man’s trespass, death reigned through that one, much more surely will
those who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness
reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

' Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all,
so one man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for
all. ' For just as through the one man’s disobedience the many were
made sinners, so through the one man’s obedience the many will be
made righteous.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

*The Gospel Acclamation (sung by all)
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*The Holy Gospel ~ Matthew 4: 1-11

Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the
Son of God, He endures the testing of the evil one.

The Holy Gospel according to the 4th chapter of St. Matthew.
Glory to You, O Lord.



' Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the
devil. 2He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward, he was
famished. * The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” *But he an-
swered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every
word that comes from the mouth of God.” ”

S Then the devil took Jesus to the holy city and placed him on the
pinnacle of the temple, % saying to him, “If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down, for it is written, ‘He will command his angels
concerning you,” and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you
will not dash your foot against a stone.” ” 7 Jesus said to him, “Again it
is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” ”

8 Again, the devil took Jesus to a very high mountain and showed
him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory, ° and he said to him,
«All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” "
Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,
“Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” ” "' Then the devil
left Jesus, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ.
Sermon
*Hymn #504 “A Mighty Fortress”
*The Apostles’ Creed (professed together)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended
to the dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended into
heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the commun-
ion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*The Prayers of Intercession




After each prayer petition, please respond:

Hear us, O God ... Your mercy is great.
Anthem “1 Want Jesus to Walk With Me”
Blessing of the Elements

The Lord’s Prayer

+ Communal Reception of the Sacrament +

This morning, the sacrament will be distributed by method of intinction, that is,
the Pastor will dip the wafer into the chalice, hand it to the recipient so that
they may place it in their own mouth.

Post-Communion Blessing, Prayer, and Benediction

P:  Compassionate God, You have fed us with the bread of heaven.
Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger
for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the
song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you
with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace. Amen.

*Closing Hymn #624 “Jesus Still Lead On”
Postlude Music
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Join us for our mid-week Lenten soup supper (6pm)
and worship (7pm) which will be hosted by Christ
Lutheran (69 Main st., Hellertown) on Wednesday.
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... to Maureen Wagner for serving as our lector

... to Drew Wagner for serving as our live stream tech

To be remembered in prayer ... Ronald Black, Rich-
ard Eisenhart, Timothy Filler, Hope Geary, Jeanne
Logan, Barb Shaneberger, Tyler and Elizabeth, Kath- |
leen Tuomela May, Darrell Tuomela, Joe Ulmer, '

. Sord

Monica Wagner, Leon Warmbkessel, people living in @
war-torn countries, victims of oppression, injustice, r e;fr
violence, and natural disasters, and other dear ones y

whom we name before God. &

Volunteers from Friedens are needed at Betty
Lou’s Pantry on the 1Ist & 3rd Saturdays in
March. Please sign up on the sheet in the nar-
thex if you are able to help!

We are also collecting laundry detergent for Betty Lou’s through-
out this month. Donations may be brought to church at any time.
You may also choose to make a financial donation so detergent
may be purchased on your behalf. Thanks for your generosity!

Soup makers are needed for when Friedens’
hosts the mid-week Lenten soup supper on
Wed., March 4th. Please use the sign up sheet
on the narthex table. Donations of bread, tool

*Don't forget .. candy Easter eqgs are now for sale!**

Order forms are available on the narthex table.



