
 

       The Martin News 
PO Box 5003 Sylvester, GA  31791 

lmanley1210@gmail.com 
www.themartinnews.org 

(229) 272-4356  

March 7 , 2022  

TMN 

Precious Memories… How They Linger 
 
Saying goodbye to family, friends and community people is never easy but what helps us is 
the precious memories that are made along the way.  We often find ourselves sad after losing 
special people in our lives but then a memory can just pop up and bring us huge smiles and 
great laughter. 
 
This past week has been a double whammy for Sylvester.  Mr. John Porter and Mr. John 
McPhaul gained their Angel wings and will be missed terribly.   
 
I had the honor of yelling for the Worth County Rams with Mr. and Mrs. Porter as well as sit-
ting behind them at the home games.  They both enjoyed the games and I enjoyed talking to 
them at the games.  Mr. Porter was one of the ones at the Sylvester Local that taught me the 
importance of writing for the community to enjoy.  He loved Sylvester!  He always told me 
the stories of him getting out and walking the streets of Downtown Sylvester to sale advertise-
ments for the Sylvester Local weekly.  He said he enjoyed seeing everyone as they all became 
like family to him.  He will be greatly missed. 
 
I also had the honor of meeting Mr. John McPhaul through his family that is dear friends to 
us.  Mr. John and Mrs. Shelly always welcomed us to their home.  I can’t tell you one of my 

favorite memories of Mr. John as I have so many.  He was a die-hard Gator fan and we are as well so that was so much fun 
to talk football with him.  He was one of the BEST Santa Claus’ I ever had the honor of meeting!  Working with him at Bark 
in the Park was so much fun as well.  I have several years of memories from those.  He was very dedicated to Best Friends 
Humane Society.  With Mr. John working at the Sylvester Local and me owning The Martin News, never stopped either of 
us.  He and I would work on articles and events together from time to time which was an honor.  Our last event together was 
the Wear Red for Women and walk for Ms. Katie Giddens.  I will miss him terribly! 
 
Please be sure to pick up a copy of this week’s edition of the Sylvester Local to read and enjoy the articles of Mr. Porter and 
the article on Mr. John. 

Photo Credit: The Sylvester Local 
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Shopping at its best 
www.sugarhillscharm.com 

 
 

Be sure to like our  
Facebook page:  

Sugar Hills Charms 
Boutique 
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Caleb’s Christian Academy Coming To Sylvester 
 
God has a way of turning a tragedy into a blessing and he has done just that for the Thompson family.  
Sam and Jennifer Thompson of Worth County experienced a tragedy no parent wants to ever experience.   
On September 3, 2020, Sam and Jennifer’s son, Caleb, was shot and killed at the young age of 18. 
 
Caleb had recently graduated with the Class of 2020 from Tift County High School where he was loved 
by many.  Even though Caleb and his family were from Worth County, his mother Jennifer taught in the 
Tift County School District for 15 years.    After graduating he wanted to become an electrician.  Caleb 
was very excited when he was hired as an electrician’s apprentice at MetroPower in Albany. He had been 
on the job for exactly one month when his life was tragically taken from him by someone with a gun.  He 
was waiting on his coworkers to arrive at the work site when someone came up to his car and shot him. 
“Caleb was such a blessing in our lives” stated his mother, Jennifer.   Jennifer described Caleb as out-
going, friendly, hard-working, loyal to his friends and family, and extremely loving. “He had such a giv-
ing heart” exclaimed Jennifer “he was ready to give a helping hand to anyone in need”.  Caleb loved 
sports whether he was playing or watching.  He especially loved football and basketball.    He is missed 
so very much by everyone, especially his family, but Jennifer stated that they take comfort in the fact 
they will see him again in Heaven one day! 
 
After losing a loved one, adjusting is very difficult.  Many times we look for ways to honor their life and 
legacy.  That is just what Sam and Jennifer have decided to do in Caleb’s memory.  Caleb’s Christian 
Academy is set to open in August of this year.  They are currently planning for the first day of school to 

be on August 15th.  The school will be located at 606 Ashburn Highway in Sylvester.   
 
Caleb’s Christian Academy will service children from Pre-k through 8th grade.  They do plan to extend to high school aged children in the 
near future with the plan being within the next three years.  They do plan on staying as close to the Worth County School schedule as much 
as possible in order to assist in accommodating parents.  For the 2022-2023 school year, they will not be offering any sports programs how-
ever as the school grows their plans are to implement athletic programs for their students.  As far as extracurricular activities such as 4H and 
other groups, they will not offer them to begin with but do plan to implement them in the future.  They will however offer classes within the 
school day such as art, music and chapel.  The current tuition will be $4,500 per year, per student and there will be a discount for siblings. 
 
The Thompson family plans to make their number one focus for the academy to be providing students with a Bible-based education that will 
prepare them for their future.  All academics will be taught with the Word of God weaved throughout the curriculum. “Within the first year, 
our plan is to present ourselves to the community of Worth County as a dependable and effective way to provide their child with a quality 
education, focusing on the whole child – academically and spiritually” explained Jennifer “Our goal is to partner with the parent in providing 
their child with the foundation they need to become productive adults, growing spiritually, socially, academically, and physically”. 
 
Please like Caleb’s Christian Academy on Facebook for updates.  
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State Farm 
Providing Insurance and Financial Services 
 

 
 

Stuart Pate, Agent 
 
 

PO Box 189 
Sylvester, GA  31791-0189 
Phone (229) 776-6906  Fax  (229) 776-0149 
www.stuartpate.com 
 
 

Thank you for your loyalty.   
We appreciate you. 

The Martin News  Sylvester, Georgia    3-7-2022     

Thank you to the many people that gave back to 
Children’s Miracle Network on National Pancake 
Day at IHOP.  Starting early that morning until 4pm, 
everyone was able to receive a free stack of pancakes 
for a donation of any size to Children’s Miracle Net-
work Hospitals.  All funds raised at IHOP in Albany 
will help kids right here in southwest Georgia. 
 

Source: Phoebe 

Celebrating National Peanut Month 

March 1st was National Peanut Butter Lovers Day 
and the first day of National Peanut 
Month.   Georgia Peanuts located at 445 Fulwood 
Blvd in Tifton celebrated at the Georgia State Capi-
tol with their annual PB& J Day. They give a spe-
cial thank you to Smucker’s for donat-
ing uncrustables for the event! 

Source: Georgia Peanuts 

Giving Back To The NICU At Phoebe 
 
Summer Cromer and her son Maddox kicked off their week with a trip to the NICU at 
Phoebe but for a different reason than months ago.  At 28 weeks, Summer delivered 
Maddox after going through one of the worse tragedies in her life.   Losing her soul 
mate and the daddy to Maddox has been one of the hardest journey’s for Summer to 
navigate through.  With many friends, family and complete strangers praying for Sum-
mer and Maddox, they are doing pretty good.   
 
One of the things keeping her busy over the last few months other than sweet Maddox 
himself has been her blanket project.  Summer decided to host a blanket drive in order 
to give back to the NICU at Phoebe for all they did for her and her family.  Summer 
received blankets from family, friends and complete strangers collecting 778 blankets.  
778!!!  “When you have a baby in the NICU it is hard to make it feel “normal” so we 
made sure that Maddox’s bed was decorated and always matched” explained Summer 
“I know the nurses would get excited when they had new or matching blankets to fix 
the babies bed”.  Summer explained that this is just something very small to show their 
appreciation to Phoebe and the whole NICU team.  
 

Source: Summer Cromer 

After 45 Years, Worth Hardware  
in Sylvester Closes 

 
As sad as it is to admit at times, 
all good things must come to an 
end.  And it is even more sad to 
announce that one of those good 
things coming to an end is Worth 
Hardware located in Downtown 
Sylvester.  Ms. Grace Hatcher 
announced on Friday via Face-
book that after 45 years in her 
Hardware Store, she had decided 

to close effective immediately.  Ms. Grace said she 
thanked everyone for their support in trading with her 
and her late Husband.  Pictured above is Mr. and Mrs. 
Hatcher outside of Worth Hardware.  Thank you Worth 
Hardware for 45 wonderful years.  We wish you the 
very best! 

Source: Facebook 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2F_u%2Funcrustables%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2ChkEy3CSg2YJywTRRyiP6mtoBKLiA4EbpW0yp_9K7PWiRcsoMLIZLhgw&h=AT2NXOgHiJi1AMQzE4jySI5-jPK8-iY3kM01oUpfFSW6xIUP33a5naLaYBy1gM5Q6yJdmH0dmA72r__Ymt0H0AG-1ZuxQgyUkTUYe
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U.S. Peanut Federation Testifies at U.S. House Ag Committee Hearing  
Ag Committee Reviews 2018 Farm Bill  

 
Washington, D.C. (March 2, 2022) - The U.S. House Committee on Agriculture held a hearing 
March 1, 2022, on “A 2022 Review of the Farm Bill: Commodity Group Perspectives on Title I.” 
Chairman David Scott, D-Georgia, opened the hearing stating, “As we look ahead to the 2023 Farm 
Bill, I am committed to making sure that the full breadth of voices from our farmers, ranchers, for-
esters, and consumers is represented in our efforts. Today’s panel is an integral piece in that pro-
cess, and I look forward to the months ahead as we discuss the other farm bill titles and issue are-
as.”  Nine commodity groups testified at the hearing including the U.S. Peanut Federation’s wit-
ness, Meredith McNair Rogers, a Camilla, Georgia, peanut grower. Ms. Rogers discussed the rising 
costs of inputs in peanut production and related analyses from representative farming operations. 
“When I met with the General Farm Commodities and Risk Management Subcommittee early last 
fall, I spoke of increased input costs such as fertilizer and equipment. In addition, I shared with you 
the delays in equipment parts and repair. Since the Subcommittee’s Roundtable last year, the Center 
for Rural Prosperity and Innovation at Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College in Tifton, Georgia, 
has completed its review of U.S. Representative Peanut Farm data covering all the peanut produc-
tion regions. These 22 peanut farms, from Virginia to New Mexico, have been reviewed for 21 
years (2001-2022). What we have learned from this most recent, comprehensive data is that peanut 
growers have struggled to cover their cost of production.”   Rogers provided the Committee specif-
ic data from representative peanut farms that demonstrated the increases in cost of production:  “… 
The 2021 representative farm update revealed the average expected peanut yield to be 4760 lbs. per 
acre. In a cash flow analysis, the 2021 total cash flow was $545.97 per ton. The projected 2022 
peanut total cash flow cost to produce a ton of peanuts is estimated to be $666.94. This is approxi-
mately a 22% increase over the 2021 cost of production.”  The House Agriculture Committee is ex-
pected to continue its hearing process in preparation for the 2023 Farm Bill. Fifteen members of the 
Committee are from peanut producing states. The U.S. Senate Agriculture Committee will an-
nounce its 2023 Farm Bill hearings in the near future.  The United States Peanut Federation (USPF) 
is comprised of the Southern Peanut Farmers Federation, the American Peanut Sheller's Associa-
tion, and the National Peanut Buying Points Association. USPF serves as a unified voice in Wash-
ington, D.C. for all sectors of the peanut industry and advocates actively for strong agricultural pol-
icy. For additional information, please contact the USPF at (202) 543-7464.  



 

The Martin News  Sylvester, Georgia    3-7-2022     



 

The Martin News  Sylvester, Georgia    3-7-2022  

229-436-8011 

Visiting Still Pond Vineyard, Winery & Distillery  
  
I love day trips more than overnight trips for 
sure.  And one place that I love to go is Still 
Pond Vineyard.  Driving 30 miles south of 
Albany, past fields of peanuts, corn, and 
cotton, you turn on to a road of red Georgia 
clay.  Drive a couple of miles down this road 
and all of the scenes are those that you 
would expect to find in rural Southwest 
Georgia. Then you round a bend in the road 
and see what some have called Shangri-
La… acres and acres of Muscadine vines 
(also known as Scuppernongs and Swamp 
Grapes) and the unexpected discovery of 
Still Pond Vineyard and Winery.  Over 130 
years ago, during the height of the Civil 
War, the discovery was just as exciting. Sit-
ting on the banks of an isolated pond was a 
still, turning out peach brandy to provide 
comfort, relaxation, and escape for exhaust-
ed Confederate soldiers…thus the name Still 

Pond.  Through the years, the legend of Still Pond was enhanced by other proprietors of the still. Still Pond Vineyard owner Charles 
Cowart remembers,    ” When I was growing up the Hunt brothers lived here and were known for the spirits they delivered around. Dad 
used to pick them up and bring them home. He told about finding one of them under a pine tree one morning with frost on his beard. 
Evidently the croaker sack of liquor had been sampled too liberally during deliveries and he did not make it home.”  The Legend Con-
tinues…   Today, the Legend of Still Pond continues, but with a much more legitimate (and legal!) direction. Charlie Cowart Sr. started 
over 45 years ago by planting a few muscadines, a grape variety native to the South… Still Pond Vineyard was born. The vineyard did 
well and Charlie Sr., along with his wife Peggy, continued to expand the vineyard with additional plantings each year. After the deaths 
of the elder Cowarts, son Charles and his wife Susan took over the operation Still Pond.  What started out as a location for weary Con-
federate troops to gain a little comfort with a bottle of peach brandy has now become one of the largest commercial vineyards in Geor-
gia. Charlie Cowart Sr.’s small planting of muscadines has grown to become a commercial operation that is a reliable supplier of fresh 
Muscadine juice for a growing list of wineries across the Southeastern United States. Whether you call them Muscadines, Scupper-
nongs, or Swamp Grapes, this grape, native to the South, is a wonderful source of great taste. 
  

Source: Still Pond Vineyard, Winery & Distillery  



 

Think Tifton 
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Ms. ABAC To Be Chosen On March 10  
 
Twenty-one contestants will compete in the 52nd annual Ms. ABAC contest March 10 at Abraham Baldwin Agricultural 
College.  Sponsored by the ABAC Agripreneurs, the theme of this year’s pageant is “Golden Moments.” The winner will 
receive a $500 academic scholarship.  The event begins at 7 p.m. in ABAC’s Howard Auditorium. Admission is $10. Be-
cause of limited seating, advance ticket purchase is advised. Tickets may be purchased by calling 229-391-4807.  Contest-
ants will compete in casual and evening wear, and will also be judged on a written essay and an interview with the judg-
es. Kenny and Kristen Smith, both ABAC alumni, will provide a second academic scholarship worth $500 to the winner of 
the interview portion of the event.  Students competing in this year's pageant are:  Madison Adams from Norwood; Jazzmyn 
Armstrong from Reidsville; Lauren Brenneman from Tifton; Annie Bradley from LaGrange; Jennifer Brinton from 
Newnan; Carsen Jane Carter from Willacoochee; Cierra Cleveland from Griffin; Emily Edwards from Griffin; Delaney 
Garcia from Albany.  Also, Danielle Griffin from Moultrie; Emily Groat from Ruskin, Fla.; Charleigh Harper from Nash-
ville; Emma Jagus from McDonough; Molly McKettrick from Arcadia Fla.; Molly Parris from Hampton; Noel Plun-
kett from Jefferson; Emily Staton from Tifton.  Also, Taylor Thom from Newnan; Brianna Turchiano from Windermere, 
Fla.; Maggie Yates from Myakka City, Fla.; and Abigail Zerwig from Metter.  

Source: Tifton Grapevine 
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“Landscape Of Guitar” Fuses Music With Visual Art   

Music will come alive through an animated-painting concert experience – “The Landscape of Guitar” – 
at 7 p.m. March 15 at Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College’s Howard Auditorium.  Master guitar-
ist Bruce Hecksel and singer-songwriter Julie Patchouli will combine visual art and sound as part of 
the ABAC Presents! Performing Arts Series.  One reviewer said the duo delivers “the guitars of 
the Gipsy Kings, the harmony of Simon and Garfunkel, and the colors of Van Gogh.”  Each song in the 
performance includes vivid art with high-definition animation seamlessly synced to the melodies. This 
animation features paintings that personify the music in whimsical scenes, creating an experience for the 
senses.  Tickets may be purchased at arts.abac.edu or by calling 229-391-4895. Tickets will also be 
available at the door.    
 

Source: Tifton Grapevine 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KKUq87prOnBR713otJNbaxmiUBKfy4apxY5TcIgJx9ACiDER0RzPPzD0Zy6wAmZZBOSpuPM6kpVra4wwAoOaZ3JGGqGzx_D5h-03wfyC24rwlSIIn7ccHTgzIIEwXjI0YzMdThnVLQw=&c=QhlaebAtVhooSaLMvh3CgYlMig5MWu41SSnOzJlWScuFnm47yXkLxw==&ch=AoVcS-JbEGbdDOQFlrSjx5ue


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our mission is to make this a perfect day for you.  
Gin Creek will be the most unique and beautiful experience you have ever 

been a part of in your entire life.  
 

251 Demott Road 
Hartsfield, GA  31756 

229-941-2989 
info@gincreek.com 
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Sylvester Dairy Queen  
Gives Back To BFHS 

 
Sylvester Dairy Queen recently spent the 
month of February raising monies for our fur 
babies at Best Friends Humane Society.  
Mark Casteel and his employees enjoyed 
seeing the fur babies as they came through 
with their owners to purchase a puppy cup of 
soft serve ice cream.  Dairy Queen donated 
100% of the sales to BFHS totaling $443.  
Best Friends Humane Society (BFHS) is a 
private, non-profit organization. Their goals 
include providing shelter for unwanted and 
homeless companion animals until forever 
homes are found and to take the lessons of 
humane treatment of animals into our 
schools.  BFHS is located at 787 Ephesus 
Church Road in Worth County and can be 
reached at 229-777-7774.   

 
Source: Facebook 

Blood Drive and Blanket Drive Was A Success 
 
Tuesday, March 1st was a great day for a double drive!  Mr. Ray 
Humphrey with the American Legion Sylvester Post 335 and Ms. 
Sharon Lyles was CancerAwareness365 partnered together to host 
the Guns and Hoses Sylvester Community Blood Drive and the 
Covered & Cured Blanket Drive.   

 
The Guns and Hoses Syl-
vester Community Drive 
was a successful blood 
drive as they collected 33 
pints of blood.  The 
American Legion Syl-
vester Post 335 partnered 
with the police depart-
ments and fire depart-
ments to reach out to of-
ficers and their families 
for giving blood to those 
in need.  The blood drive 

was held from 2pm-7pm in the Sumner Room 
at the Margaret Jones Public Library. Pictured 
in top picture giving blood is Mr. Maurice 
Hobby.  The next drive is scheduled for May 
3rd. 
 
Pictured in the bottom pictured is Ms. Sharon 
Lyles with CancerAwareness365 with blan-
kets and items donated for the Covered & 
Cured Blanket Drive.  Items will be used for 

Cancer patients while they are receiving treatment.  Items will 
continue to be collected through March 17th.  If you would like to 
donate, please let Ms. Sharon or Lynn Meeks Manley know and 
they will be glad to pick up the items. 

What A Beauty To See  
At Rutland Farms 

 
Just another part of the beauty to be seen 
at Rutland Farms.  They are located at 
5641 Union Road in Tifton.  Be sure to 
go and visit them with the family.  You 
will enjoy yourself immensely!  They 
have a few events coming up soon so be 
sure to check out the information located 
in this edition of The Martin News and 
on their Facebook page.  Many great 
things coming up this Spring and Sum-
mer at Rutland Farms! 
 

Source: Rutland Farms 



 

After studying a unit on electricity, students in Ms. William's 5th 
grade class at Worth County Elementary School created circuits. This 
activity allowed students to use what they learned to complete this 
task. Great job, students! 

Source: WCSD 
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TOMLINSON 
OUTDOOR WASHING 

 
 

       
(229) 854-1736 

COMMERCIAL   RESIDENTIAL 

Johnson Tax  &  

Bookkeeping  

Service, LLC 

 

We are a locally owned hometown business, serving this area for 
over 55 years.  Our commitment to excellence  

is our highest priority. 
 

Services Offered: Consultations, Bookkeeping, Payroll,  
Notary Services, Tax Preparation and E-file 

 
 

115 Front Street 
Sylvester, Georgia  31791 

229-776-6682 
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Rhythm & Ribs Festival  
Was A Huge Success 

 
What a 
beautiful 
weekend it 
was in Tif-
ton for the 
Annual 
Rhythm & 
Ribs Festi-

val this past Friday and Saturday!  The 
gorgeous azaleas were blooming and 
brought extra beauty to the park on Fri-
day for the kick-off party which started 
at 6pm.  Friday night, the Kick-Off Party 
was from 6pm-10pm and featured the 
County Line Band and the Tyler Neal 
Band.  On Saturday, there were so many 
things happening!  From 10am-10pm, 
there was live music on the Coca-Cola 
Main Stage.  Live music included Der-
rick Dove & The Peacekeepers, Pine 
Box Dwellers, Scott Warren & Booze 
Mountaineers, Lizz Faith, Hannah Dash-
er and The Legendary JC’s.  Coca-Cola 
was the Main Stage Sponsor for the 2022 
Rhythm & Ribs Festival.  The Festival 
Committee stated that Coca-Cola has 
been an asset to the festival and they tru-
ly appreciate them helping so much.  
There were over 100 arts and crafts ven-
dors as well as food vendors that were 
enjoyed by thousands.  One of the main 
events was the BBQ Cook-Off where the 
awards were given out at 4pm.  Food 
Network was filming on Friday and Sat-
urday and the show is set to premiere in 
July.  Several additions were added this 
year such as Chehaw Park, a Magician 
and a Chainsaw Carver.  With this mark-
ing the 150th Anniversary of Tifton, visi-
tors were able to stop by the Tift150 
Tent and was able to share their memo-
ries of Tifton.  They received a koozie 
from the festival while celebrating 150 
years of Tifton.  It takes many volunteers 
and endless hours to put on such an 
event however the volunteers would not 
change it for anything as thousands of 
people come through the event and enjoy 
themselves immensely.  We will include 
more from the festival in next week’s 
edition. 



 

Dates to Remember 
 

March 
 
 

7th ~ WCMS Book Fair 
7th ~ WCMS Baseball Home 4pm 
7th ~ WCMS Tennis Away 4pm 

7th ~ WCMS Soccer Boys/Girls Home 4:30pm 
7th ~ Bunny Paint Night at Margaret Jones Public Library 6pm 

7th ~ City of Sylvester Council Meeting 6pm-7pm 
8th ~ WCMS Book Fair 

8th ~ WCMS Baseball Home 4pm 
8th ~ WCHS Tennis Away 4pm 

8th ~ Worth the Red Book Club March Meeting at Margaret Jones Public Library 5pm 
8th ~ WCHS Soccer Away 5:30pm 

8th ~ BFHS Bingo at Ed’s Truck Stop 6pm-8pm 
8th ~ City of Poulan Council Meeting 6:30pm-7:30pm 

9th ~ WCMS Book Fair 
9th ~ Kiwanis Club Meeting at Noon 

9th ~ WCMS Track Home 
9th ~ WCMS Baseball Away 4pm 

9th ~ WCMS Soccer Boys/Girls Away 4:30pm 
9th ~ WCMS Tennis Home 4:30pm 

9th ~ WCHS Varsity Baseball Away 5:30pm 
10th ~ WCMS Book Fair 

10th ~ WCMS Baseball Home 4pm 
10th ~ WCHS Tennis Away 4pm 

10th ~ WCHS Soccer Home 5:30pm 
10th ~ Building Leaders Campaign Dinner to Benefit the Boy Scouts of America South GA Council 6pm-8pm 

10th ~ BFHS Monthly Meeting 6:30pm-7:30pm 
10th ~ Worth County Board of Education Meeting 7pm-8pm 

11th ~ Winter Break for Worth County Schools 
12th ~ WCHS Track Away 9:30am 

12th ~ A Passport to Adventure—A French Excursion - Albany Municipal Auditorium 6:30pm-7:30pm 
14th ~ Winter Break for Worth County Schools 

14th ~ Worth County Rams Touchdown Club Meeting to Vote in Officers 6:30PM 
14th ~ Town of Sumner Council Meeting 7pm-8pm 

15th ~ Planning Day for Worth County Schools 
15th ~ City of Warwick Council Meeting 7pm-8pm 

16th ~ Kiwanis Club Meeting at Noon 
17th ~ Happy St. Patrick’s Day 

17th ~ Books & Barks at the Margaret Jones Public Library at 4pm 
18th ~ Transferred at WCHS 6:30pm-8:30pm 

21st ~ City of Sylvester Council Meeting 6pm-7pm 
22nd ~ City of Poulan Council Meeting 6:30pm-7:30pm 

23rd ~ Kiwanis Club Meeting at Noon 
28th ~ Lunch & Learn - Get your business online with Google Search & Maps Noon-1:30pm 

30th ~ Kiwanis Club Meeting at Noon 
30th ~ Worth County Schools Family Engagement Stakeholders Input Meeting 9am  
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229-881-0451 Chiquita Wilburn 
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22nd Annual Valdosta - Lowndes Azalea Festival This Weekend 
 
Valdosta/Lowndes County, February 14, 2022 - The azaleas are be-
ginning to bloom, and soon the 22nd annual Valdosta-Lowndes Azal-
ea Festival will too! On Saturday and Sunday, March 12 and 13, ven-
dors and patrons will once again fill Drexel Park as our region’s 
premier arts-and-crafts festival resumes. The Azalea Festival is a ma-
jor regional multi-day festival, providing a boost to the local econo-
my and a way for local businesses to show their support for this be-
loved community event. “We’re very excited to present another won-
derful festival for our region. The Azalea Festival Board works year-
round to plan and put on the best festival possible. Each year, we try 
hard to make each one a little bigger and better than the year before. 
The Azalea Festival is a major draw for visitors near and far,” said H. 
Aaron Strickland, Executive Director. “2021 was all about putting 
the train back on the tracks. 2022 is all about kicking it into high 
gear.”  Local vendors, non-profits, and sponsors are still being ac-
cepted.  “We are aiming to make the 22nd Annual Azalea Festival 
the biggest and best yet,” said Strickland. The festival attracts ven-

dors from all over the country with unique arts & craft items. More than 200 vendors from as far 
away as Michigan, Maryland, and the Dakotas participate in the festival.  Vendors range from arts 
and crafts to homemade candies, cakes, soaps, and jams, and the Azalea Festival is looking to add 
a few more vendors and variety for the 2022 event. Vendor space is extremely limited, as booth 
spaces have been filling up fast. “The vision of the Azalea Festival is to work to showcase the 
best of South Georgia and more,” said Strickland.  In addition to a variety of unique arts & craft 
vendors, the Azalea Festival also offers six stage areas of live entertainment, a KidZone area for 
children, a classic car show, VLPRA Azalea 5k run, and more during the two-day event which 
sees more than 25,000 people.  The Azalea Festival is able to offset a majority of the costs of its 
attractions and special events through sponsorships and donations from local businesses, families, 
and organizations.   Vendors and sponsors interested in participating in the festival are encouraged 
to visit www.azaleafestival.com, email info@azaleafestival.com, or call (229) 269-9381 for more 
information.  Several sponsorship levels and options are still available.   

http://www.azaleafestival.com
mailto:info@azaleafestival.com
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Read Across America Week Celebrated At WCPS 
 
Fun was had by all last week as Worth County Primary School 
celebrated Read Across America Week!  Be sure to follow Worth 
County Primary School on Facebook for many more pictures of 
Read Across America Week. 
 

Source: WCSD 

WCPS Raised $9,000 for Jump Rope For Heart 
 
Worth County Primary School raised 
close to $9,000 this year for Kid's Heart 
Challenge/Jump Rope for Heart. This 
year's total was second best in the 20 year 
history of doing Jump Rope for Heart. 
Despite the challenges that this year has 
presented, WCPS showed up and showed 

out! WCPS is a perfect example and testament of what working 
together, they can accomplish. The PE department wants to thank 
you for making a difference in the lives of so many. They could not 
do what they do without the amazing administrators, teachers, stu-
dents and families at your WCPS.  Congratulations to the top win-
ners. 
 
Top Second grader and top overall is Asher Shipp in Bludworth 
Top First grader is Wyatt Braswell in Plair 
Top Kindergarten is Tyler Williamson in Jackson 
Top Pre-K is Sadie Creamer in Goodwin 

Source: WCSD 

Art Contest for Jump Rope for Heart 
 
The theme for the second annual art contest held at Worth County 
Primary School was "Rolling on to a Healthy Heart." There were 
over 80 pieces of artwork between all grade levels submitted. 
 

Top Second grader is Kensley Douthit in Bludworth 
Top First grader is Layla Accord in Odom 

Top Kindergarten is Avery Mae Mitchell in Griffis 
 

Source: WCSD 

Top Jumpers for Jump Rope for Heart 
 
Worth County Primary School Best Group of Jumpers are listed from top to 
bottom. It was very difficult for the judges to declare a winner because of the 
high level of skill shown during the jump off. 
 

Top Kindergarten girl is Sydney Tomlinson in Gaddy 
Top Kindergarten boy is DaJuan Williams in Griffis 
Top First grade girl is Giavanna Ditusa in Langley 
Top First grade boy is Keaton Wilkerson in Odom 
Top Second grade girl is Emily Sowell in Cochran 

Top Second grade boy is Asher Shipp in Bludworth 
 

Source: WCSD 

News From Worth County Primary School 



 

WCES Students Participate  
In Jump Rope For Heart 

 
 

Congratulations to the following 
students for participating in the 
Jump Rope for Heart Jump Off at 
Worth County Elementary School.  
Students had to raise at least $5 to 
be in the Jump Off. Each student 
who won his/her grade level as well 
as the top overall fundraiser won a 
trophy.  
 
Grade level winners were:  
3rd grade - Castin Cooper 
4th grade - Drake Smith  
5th grade - Keegan Abney.  
 
The top fundraiser for the school 
was 3rd grade student Wyatt Jen-
nings.  
 
Another congratulations goes to 
Keegan Abney for winning the 
jump off between the winners. She 
won 100 Ram Bucks!  
 
Jump Rope For Heart is a fundrais-
ing and event program that has be-
come one of the premier annual 
events for elementary and middle 
schools, with thousands of schools 
and millions of kids participating 
across the USA every year. The pro-
gram has raised more than $1.2 bil-
lion since its start in 1978. 
 
Worth County Elementary School 
thanks all their students and fami-
lies who contributed in any way for 
this worthy cause! 
 

Source: WCSD 

News From Worth County Elementary School 



 

WCMS Jr. Beta Club Reads To WCPS Students 
 
Worth County Middle School Junior Beta Club enjoyed reading to the 
students at Worth County Primary School during Read Across America 
Week.  WCPS is so thankful for the collaboration between their schools 
and the excellent reading role models that the WCPS students got to 
listen to. 
 

Source: WCSD 

News From Worth County middle  School 

The Book Fair Has Arrived At Worth County Middle School 
 
WCMS Spring Book Fair started on March 7th and will run through March 10th.  You can shop in-person from 7:30an-3:00pm or online all day at 
the following link:https: //tinyurl.com/WCMSBookFairSpringFY22.   

 
Source: WCSD 

Plan To Order Your WCMS Yearbook Day 
 
Deadline to order a Worth County Middle School yearbook and submit 8th 
grade highlight page is April 1st. Order online at tinyurl.com/
MSyearbook2022 or cash/check payable to WCMS.  
 
Yearbooks are $30 each.   You can get them personalized with the stu-
dent's name for $35.  WCMS Yearbooks are on sale now. Click the link 
below to view/print the flyer sent home with each student >>> https://
tinyurl.com/WCMS-Yearbook-Flyer-FY22.  Please note that the online 
order link has been updated.  If you have questions about the yearbook, 
please email Mrs. Haskins at chaskins@worthschools.net  or call the 
school at 229.776.8620.   
 
If you are a business and want to have an ad in the yearbook  or if you are 
an eighth-grade* student/parent and want to have a highlight page, the 
prices are listed below: 

$15 for 1/4 page 
$30 for 1/2 page 

$60 for a full-page 
 

The deadline to order/purchase highlight or business page is  
April 1, 2022.  (Pictures for 8th grade* highlight page can be sent digitally 
via email to chaskins@worthschools.net AND shjack-
son@worthschools.net) 

Source: WCSD 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2FWCMSBookFairSpringFY22%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0W20H0KBRSjYsCd_Asqmsw90mMIM6ILru0Tbnn11WQ7udVhDu7GorbvTc&h=AT1MWfB9i0eZI0v8JL4hWy94XtutIhOG88MFjIedfivycrKfale_Okx-1zT8fibbK8U5PUIPOWVtfvZH5wjl6x2B1y_-Ufqkrl2kfU
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2FMSyearbook2022%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0y0lIM_GEp2UczdTNTWSiYOBtCtPA6EKvGPvDxLmT7H8fBa2Ve83qxQ70&h=AT0MmHF1TDeTlRT8GQD15JIZC7LZFykALzZ6qg93jWQI4t4HFCSoNEzTzI3GNbuVN60a3-H3Gpe3lymfirtu_-b6rpPkaifGNQfZ8A_dmwBP_v
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2FMSyearbook2022%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0y0lIM_GEp2UczdTNTWSiYOBtCtPA6EKvGPvDxLmT7H8fBa2Ve83qxQ70&h=AT0MmHF1TDeTlRT8GQD15JIZC7LZFykALzZ6qg93jWQI4t4HFCSoNEzTzI3GNbuVN60a3-H3Gpe3lymfirtu_-b6rpPkaifGNQfZ8A_dmwBP_v
https://tinyurl.com/WCMS-Yearbook-Flyer-FY22?fbclid=IwAR0D_I67UtjqpZPWWD4_u9Ji7ceLQpoD9b4idPl0k1AUtYelFcLKAMBRhn8
https://tinyurl.com/WCMS-Yearbook-Flyer-FY22?fbclid=IwAR0D_I67UtjqpZPWWD4_u9Ji7ceLQpoD9b4idPl0k1AUtYelFcLKAMBRhn8


 

News From Worth County high School 

Sylvester Computer Guy Sponsors  
Woot Woot Wagon At WCHS 

 
Shout-out to the Sylvester Computer Guy for sponsor-
ing the Woot Woot Wagon for the month of January at 
Worth County High School! The Woot Woot Wagon 
provides a special surprise to their faculty and staff 
once a month. Thank you for your sponsorship! 
 

Source: WCSD 

Youth Leadership Council - Kindness Initiative  
Donates To Sylvester Pruitt Health 

 
The Youth Leadership Council - Kindness Initiative at 
Worth County High School collected hundreds of items 
from students, teachers and the community to donate to 
Sylvester Pruitt Health for use in their monthly activi-
ties. Thank you to all that donated. 
 

Source: WCSD 

WCHS Cheerleading Tryouts Are Upcoming 
 
Worth County High 
School Spirit & Com-
petition tryouts will be 
held Monday, March 
28th through Thurs-
day, March 31st in the 
WCHS Gymatorium 
from 3:30-5:30. There 
will be a mandatory 
Parent Meeting on 
Monday, March 21st 
in the WCHS Cafete-
ria at 6 PM. Students 

must have an updated physical to participate. 
Contact Coach Haley Watson at 
hwatson@worthschools.net with questions. 
 

Source: WCSD 

Kiwanis Club Sponsors  
Woot Woot Wagon At WCHS 

 
Shout-out to the Kiwanis Club of Sylvester for 
sponsoring the Woot Woot Wagon for the 
month of February! The Woot Woot Wagon 
provides a special surprise to their faculty and 
staff once a month. Thank you for your spon-
sorship! 
 

Source: WCSD 
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