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Welders Among Skilled Workers In Demand, Instructor Tells Rotary  
 
Every hour, 600 people are retiring out of 
the welding field, and only 10-20% of that num-
ber are entering the field, local welding instruc-
tor Corey Miller told the Tifton Rotary Club on 
Wednesday. Miller told of a 20-year-old welding 
technical college graduate whose starting salary 
is $72,000.  “Businesses are in need of skilled 
trade labor,” and technical colleges are in an ideal 
position to train the students to meet the need, he 
said.  A native of Tift County, Miller is the Rick 
Perkins Outstanding Teacher of the 
Year at Southern Regional Technical Col-
lege (SRTC). “I grew up in a single parent 
home,” Miller said, seeing his mother work a full
-time job and go to nursing school full-time. “It 
taught me that education is 
the foundation of success.”  A 1999 graduate 
of Tift County High School, he never thought he 
would return to a high school. He teach-
es welding to Worth County High 

School sophomores, juniors, and seniors who are dual-enrolled at SRTC.  Miller spent years as an air traffic controller for 
the Navy and believes that people should never stop learning. “We’ve just got to share our knowledge with others,” he said.  
He teaches students to “’change your stars’ and better your lives. We have the opportunity to teach them a skill or a trade.”  
Miller will head to Atlanta to participate as a finalist for the state Rick Perkins award for the most outstanding teacher at 
a technical college.  Pictured above is Corey Miller, SRTC teacher of the year, left, poses with Tifton Rotary Club Presi-
dent Chris Beckham. 
 

Source: Tifton Grapevine 
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Paid for by the committee to elect Jonathan McColumn  for GA US Senate 
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Shopping at its best 
www.sugarhillscharm.com 

 
 

Be sure to like our  
Facebook page:  

Sugar Hills Charms 
Boutique 
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Lady Rams Tennis Team  
Advances To First Round  

Of Playoffs 
 
Congratulations to the Lady Rams 
tennis team! They finished the 
season as the 2nd place team in 
the region! They fought hard all 
day, and we are so proud of them!  
 
#1 Singles-Easton Cummings  
#2 Singles-Mackenzie Jolley 
#3 Singles- Drew Anne Fitzgerald  
 
Due to these wins, the girls then 
advanced to the championship 
round, where they faced Berrien. 
The girls fell short, but there was 
one win; Easton Cummings for #1 
Singles.   The girls will host the 
first round of playoffs next week. 
Details will come soon! 
 

Source: WCSD 
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Our mission is to make this a perfect day for you.  
Gin Creek will be the most unique and beautiful experience you have ever 

been a part of in your entire life.  
 

251 Demott Road 
Hartsfield, GA  31756 

229-941-2989 
info@gincreek.com 
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 Blue Shoe or Black Shoe 
  
Can you believe they celebrate a day 
called “two different colored shoes” 
day??  How funny is that?  It definite-
ly brings back funny memories to me.  
When my mother was working at 
General Motors, there were some ear-
ly mornings for her.  She would have 
to get up early to get to work long be-
fore the sun came up.  She would not 
want to turn on many lights because 
she didn’t want to wake my daddy up, 
so sometimes she would turn on a 
small light.  Well that small light did 
not always lead her to the right col-
ored shoes.  She had a pair of shoes 
that she loved.  She had a navy blue 
pair and a black pair.  Well one morn-
ing, very early, she grabbed her 
shoes, put them on and headed to 
work.  Those comfortable shoes al-
ways made mama have a great day 
until she looked down that particular 
day and had a navy blue one and a 
black one on.  That was so funny to 
me and daddy but mama did not find 
it as funny as we did.  Always check 
your shoes on those early mornings! 

Week of April 18th 

Thank You To The iRambot Coaches 
 
 

The WCHS Robotics Team/iRambots Team 7470 & the iRam-
bots Booster Club would like to thank Coach Michelle Smith, 
Coach Chris Tipper, & Coach Clay Young. This season was 
successful because of your many months of hard work! We ap-
preciate the tremendous amount of hours that you dedicate to 
the team. You are appreciated more than you will ever know! 
“A good coach can change a game. A great coach can change a 
life”. John Wooden 
 

Source: WCSD 
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State Farm 
Providing Insurance and Financial Services 
 

 
 

Stuart Pate, Agent 
 
 

PO Box 189 
Sylvester, GA  31791-0189 
Phone (229) 776-6906  Fax  (229) 776-0149 
www.stuartpate.com 
 
 

Thank you for your loyalty.   
We appreciate you. 
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229-436-8011 

WCES Holds Family Math Game & GMA’s Review Night 
 
Worth County Elementary School would like to thank everyone 
who attended their Family Math Game Night/GMAS Review 
Night last week! The turn out was amazing! WCES hoped it 
helped with understanding math skills more as well as under-
standing more about the Georgia Milestones Assessment.  They 
look forward to having more nights like this in the future! 
 

Source: WCSD 

Painting With Friends 
 
Last week was a fun night at the Marga-
ret Jones Public Library for friends and 
families to join together for a fun night of 
painting.  This month they painted roost-
ers!  Every month they have a paint party 
with Allison Kilcrease.  She loves to 
teach and help others paint.  Be sure to 
follow the Margaret Jones Public Library 
Facebook page for more pictures of last 
weeks paint party and for all upcoming 
events. 

Photo Credit: MJPL 



 

Think Tifton 
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SRTC Tifton Students Among Winners In State Competition   

Students from Tifton were among those who represented Southern Regional Technical College at the re-
cent Georgia Spring Leadership Conference in Atlanta.   Hosted by Georgia Phi Beta Lambda (PBL) and 
Georgia National Technology Honor Society (NTHS), the conference was an opportunity for students and 
advisors to get leadership training while exhibiting their abilities in PBL competitions.  The SRTC-
Tifton chapter of NTHS was recognized for having the largest increase in its local membership with an 
additional 20 members.  PBL student members competed in state-level competitions during the confer-
ence. From the SRTC-Tifton chapter, Angelia Stone of Tifton placed first in Market-
ing Concepts and third in Entrepreneurship Concepts; Fellini Smith of Tifton placed second in Organiza-
tional Behavior and Leadership.   Other SRTC students who placed in competition were from 
the Bainbridge and Thomasville chapters.  Georgia PBL recognized two SRTC advisors for their excep-
tional commitment and service to PBL: Business Technology Program Chair Susan Davis, who has 
served as a PBL advisor for 15 years; and Accounting Program Chair Melody Tawzer, a PBL advisor for 
10 years.   Pictured above left to right is SRTC students Oscar Godinez of Moultrie, Angelia Stone of Tif-
ton, Adam Hunter of Thomasville, Katie Collins of Bainbridge, Clayton Davis of Cairo, and Fellini Smith 
of Tifton. 

Source: Tifton Grapevine 
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Think Tifton 

State Lawmakers Address Tift 'T.A.L.K. Students   
 
The 2021-2022 "Tomorrow’s 
Aspiring Leaders: 
Kids" (T.A.L.K.) class heard 
from lo-
cal legislators Tuesday.   State 
Sen. Carden Summers, R-
Cordele; and state Reps. Penny 
Houston, R-Nashville; and Clay 
Pirkle, R-Ashburn – who all 
represent Tift County – spoke to 
the group about topics related 
to state government.  The 
T.A.L.K. class is an annual pro-
gram of the Tifton-Tift County 

Chamber of Commerce.   “We had the opportunity to host a legislative session for them to get up-
dates and learn more about how bills are formed and voted on. They were able to ask questions and 
talk with our legislators,” said Chamber President and CEO Melody Cowart.  “It’s a privilege to 
have 50 selected students from Eighth Street Middle School, Northeast Middle School, and Tiftarea 
Academy that were selected by academics and possess leadership skills to participate in our 
T.A.L.K program.”  Summers spoke to the group about how bills get passed and the processes they 
follow through the Legislature. Pirkle tackled the topic of debating and had the students divide into 
groups to debate an issue. He told the class that it’s important to debate issues so that all sides can 
have input.  Houston spoke to the class about some of the issues that she and her legislative col-
leagues have been working on, such as the state budget and legislation to better help Georgians 
with mental illnesses.  Alice Johnson, who works in Congressman Austin Scott's Tifton office, 
spoke about legislative processes at the federal level and encouraged the class participants to think 
about how they can make a difference in their community. Pictured is State Sen. Carden Summers, 
R-Cordele, explains to the class how a bill moves in the General Assembly from an idea to becom-
ing a law. At the wall in front of Summers are state Reps. Clay Pirkle, R-Ashburn; and Penny Hou-
ston, R-Nashville. 

Source: Tifton Grapevine 



 

Friday night, April 15th, the Sylvester Police Department along with many volunteers held the sec-
ond annual Easter Egg Hunt in Jefford’s Park.  Sponsors for this events was American Legion Syl-
vester Post 335, Coca-Cola, Dairy Queen,  Men United, Sylvester Family Connections and Sylvester - 
Worth County Chamber of Commerce.  Thank you as well to Jessica Curry, District Manager for Dol-
lar General for the generous donation of candy.  Everyone had a great time and enjoyed the fellow-
ship with one another.  We hope everyone had a very Happy Easter! 
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“Arts In Black” Returning After 2-Year Pause  
 
The Arts in Black Festival is back in Tifton on May 6 and 
7 at Fulwood Park, the first time since 2019, because of the pan-
demic.  The oldest festival in Tifton, it is a celebration of African
-American heritage and art, and was first held in February 
1986 on the J.T. Reddick school campus.  “This year, we’re try-
ing something new,” said Tift County Commissioner Melissa 
Hughes. “Friday night, we will have Arts under the Stars at Ful-
wood Park. Starting at 6 p.m., visitors and guests are asked to 
come out and enjoy live sax music by Harold E. Thomas and 
DJ G Man.  "We are asking family and friends to bring 
your chairs and enjoy the music.”  A table competition will pro-
vide awards for wackiest, prettiest and most creative table Friday 
night, Hughes said. Participants should bring their own tables.  
The event will continue at 1 p.m. Saturday, May 7, in Fulwood 
Park with a poetry competition for grades K-12, live entertain-
ment, food and arts and crafts vendors, a kids’ zone, and more, 
Hughes said.   With the theme, “Exploring the Past, Enjoying the 
Present, and Envisioning the Future,” the festival offers folks 
from different cultural backgrounds the opportunity to experi-
ence African American culture and traditions through perfor-
mances, exhibits, workshops, and foods.  The festival was the 
brainchild of Leroy Bynum, who was assistant director of Abra-
ham Baldwin Agricultural College’s Arts Experiment Station. 
Bynum brought together local citizens to partner with the col-
lege, creating what became known as the Arts in Black Commit-
tee.  Area youth are encouraged to participate in the festival-
sponsored talent and poetry competition. To sign up for the com-

petitions, contact Clara Gray, 229-386-1552.  The festival sponsors an Artist in Residence at a local 
school to encourage students' participation in festival activities. A health fair is included as part of the fes-
tival activities. Vendors who wish to participate may contact Hughes at 229-326-0241. 
 

Source: Tifton Grapevine 



 

 

Dates to Remember 

 

April 
 

 
 

18th ~ GA Milestone Assessments at WCMS 
18th ~ Holloway Jewelers - Ribbon Cutting & Grand Opening 9:30am 

18th ~ WCPS PTO & Stem Family Fun Night 6pm 
18th ~ City of Sylvester Mayor and Council Meeting 6pm 

19th ~ GA Milestone Assessments at WCMS 
19th ~ WCHS Varsity Baseball 6pm Away 

19th ~ City of Warwick Mayor and Council Meeting 7pm 
20th ~ GA Milestone Assessments at WCMS 

20th ~ Kiwanis Club Meeting at Noon 
20th ~ Meet with Governor Kemp at Southern Woods Lunch at 12:30pm 

20th ~ Family Tree Help at Margaret Jones Public Library 1pm-3pm 
20th ~ Meet & Greet with Kandiss Taylor (Republican Candidate for Governor) at Ed’s 1:30pm - 1:45pm 

21st ~ GA Milestone Assessments at WCMS 
21st ~ 2022 Business Expo/Job Fair 5pm-7pm 
22nd ~ GA Milestone Assessments at WCMS 

22nd ~ Alice in Wonderland at WCHS 
22nd ~ Rind Rally at Piggly Wiggly 3pm-5pm 
22nd ~ WCHS Varsity Baseball 4:30pm Home 

22nd ~ Kollective Performing at Lumbre Cocina 8pm 
23rd ~ 1st Annual Sylvester Car Show 8am-4pm 

23rd ~ Alice in Wonderland at WCHS 
23rd ~ Strawberry Jubilee at Rutland Farms in Tifton 

23rd ~ Peanut Palooza in Tifton 10am - 2pm 
23rd ~ Community Concert Featuring Charlie Wilson 8pm 

25th ~ Worth County Middle School Spirit and Competition Cheer Tryouts 
26th ~ Worth County Middle School Spirit and Competition Cheer Tryouts 

26th ~ WCHS Track Region Meet at Home 
26th ~ City of Poulan Mayor and Council Meeting 6:30pm 

27th ~ Worth County Middle School Spirit and Competition Cheer Tryouts 
27th ~ Kiwanis Club Meeting at Noon 

28th ~ Worth County Middle School Spirit and Competition Cheer Tryouts 
29th ~ WCES Kickball Tournament - 3rd Grade 9am 

29th ~ WCES Kickball Tournament - 4th Grade 10:30am 
29th ~ WCES Kickball Tournament - 5th Grade 1:30pm 

30th ~ Strawberry Jubilee at Rutland Farms in Tifton 
30th ~ Steam Movie Night at WCHS 3pm-5pm and 6pm-8pm 
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WCPS Celebrated Purple Up on Friday, April 15th 
 
Friday, April 15th was “Purple Up” Day and Worth 
County Primary School showed there support to their 
military families.  The entire month of April is desig-
nated as the Month of the Military Child, but April 
15th has a special place in that observance.  There’s an 
emphasis in United States military culture on “the 
total force”, the “whole person concept” and similarly-
themed philosophies that hold that troops, their fami-
lies, and their extended families are more than the sum 
of their parts.  The notion of the “total force” should 
rightfully include families as they are the lifeline be-
tween military service especially overseas and the 
individual officers or enlisted members.  With that in 
mind, former Defense Secretary Casper Weinberger 
established the Month of the Military Child as a De-
partment of Defense-wide commemoration in 1986.  
There’s a tradition in the military referring to the color 
purple; one use of the color involves the phrase 
“purple suit” which can refer to a military activity or 
organization that includes civilians and/or multiple 
branches of the military.  In the context of April 15th, 
this tradition continues. Purple indicates that all 
branches of the military are supported. All the service 
colors are represented including Air Force blue, Army 

green, Navy blue, Marine red, and Coast Guard blue; said to combine for the mutual benefit of all into the color purple.  Worth County Primary 
School would like to thank all their military families for their service. 
 

Source: WCSD and veteran.com 

https://veteran.com/month-of-the-military-child/
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Shelby Greer Wins Safety Captain Award  
Three Consecutive Times For The iRambots!  

 
 
Shelby Greer won 
the Safety Captain 
Award at the Colum-
bus competition, Al-
bany competition, 
and at State Compe-
tition!  She shared 
our "unicorn pop-
corn" (yellow and 
pink earplugs) to all 
of the pits, remind-
ing them that ear 
protection when us-
ing power tools is an 
important step to 
preventing hearing 
loss.  Congrats to 

Shelby and to the team .  Thank you to the team 
and coaches for all of your hard work! 
 

Source: WCSD 

Food Drive Still Under Way At  
Alchemy Game Shoppe, Coffee Bar & Eatery 

  
Alchemy Game 
Shoppe, Coffee Bar & 
Eatery in Downtown 
Sylvester is participat-
ing in the 3rd Annual 
Heroes Against Hun-
ger Food Drive! Drop 
off your non-
perishable food donations and get a ticket to be en-
tered into the drawing for the sweet swag they have in 
their gift basket they are giving away! The Westworld 
figures were donated to their gift basket by The Zone 
Collectibles & More!  Alchemy Game Shoppe, Coffee 
Bar & Eatery is proud to be a part of this endeavor to 
help those in need! Donation are being taken now 
through May 7th!  They will stream the giveaway live! 
Let's help our community and be Heroes in our own 
way! Local sponsors and partners are welcome to help 
them with this endeavor!  The Martin News will be 
glad to pick up any donations that you may have and 
drop them off at Alchemy Game Shoppe, Coffee Bar 
& Eatery.  Let’s help them make this the BEST Food 
Drive they have had. 
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https://www.facebook.com/thezonecollectibles/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWVGMKn7Flbp2C0oQRlHCkLvJuzNYEMdROWWGox5XRs0WC9rdbdxuqvn3V4MiHu1ikogTpi5GyLmNIIZmMPoad-0_Rxb5u3cSSvfD1H2EB0vabkdYko1C1ERVUCp0LQiFfsinNoT7kwIW33YxSQ-mos&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/thezonecollectibles/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWVGMKn7Flbp2C0oQRlHCkLvJuzNYEMdROWWGox5XRs0WC9rdbdxuqvn3V4MiHu1ikogTpi5GyLmNIIZmMPoad-0_Rxb5u3cSSvfD1H2EB0vabkdYko1C1ERVUCp0LQiFfsinNoT7kwIW33YxSQ-mos&__tn__=kK-R


 

WCHS Made & Packaged Dog Treats For BFHS 
 
Students in Mrs. Tillery and Ms. Braswell's class at 
Worth County High School made and packaged dog 
treats for the upcoming yard sale hosted by Best 
Friends Humane Society. As part of the WCHS Ram 
Works program, the students volunteer at BFHS eve-
ry Tuesday and Thursday. They will be volunteering 
at the yard sale on May 6th and can't wait to share 
their homemade dog treats with the community to 
support the amazing work being done at BFHS! 
 

Source: WCSD 

Larry Johnson Way Named In Sylvester 
 
Saturday was named Larry Johnson Day. The 
City of Sylvester named a street after the Late 
Councilman Larry Johnson, called Larry John-
son Way. The Mayor and Council gathered on 
Saturday, April 16th to present this proclama-
tion to his family. Citizens from Ward 4 came 
out to acknowledge all of his great service to 
our community.  

 
Source: City of Sylvester 

Congrats to the WCHS Robotics Team - iRambots!  
iRambots made it to the Semi-Finals at State Competition!  

 
Worth County High School's robotics team, the 
iRAMBOTS, brought home the Entrepreneurship 
Award and placed 6th at the Proctor and Gamble 
Albany District Event, placing them high enough 
to qualify for the state championship in Macon, 
GA. At the Peachtree District Championships, the 
iRAMBOTS made it to the semi-finals, and they 
ended their competition season ranked 27th out of 
67 teams in the state. This is the fourth year of 
competition for this young robotics team, and it is 
the second time they have made it to the state 
competition. They have brought home 4 awards in 
that four-year period (past awards are the Rookie 
All Star, Rookie Inspiration, and the team Safety 
Award). When interviewed for the Entrepreneur-
ship Award, Hannah Fletcher stated, "This team is 

not about using kids to make a robot; it is about using a robot to build up kids."  This team counts on support from commu-
nity leaders and grants, and they offer sponsorship benefits. If you are interested in learning more about this great program, 
please contact one of the coaches: Michelle Smith (mismith@worthschools.net) or Clay Young (youngclay7@icloud.com).  
If you are interested in Sponsorship information, please contact: Angel W. Young, iRambots Booster Club, Treasurer/
Secretary angelwyoung@gmail.com.  Team Members: Hannah Fletcher, Gavin Young, Tayshaun Adams, Shelby Greer, 
Anna Melvin, En’ya Touze, Emiliano Torres-Guerrero, Johnathan Barry, Timothy Spieker, Noah Kirby, & Ike Beanblos-
som.  Coaches: Michelle Smith, Clay Young, & Chris Tipper.   
 

Source: WCSD 
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Georgia Peanut Commission Hosts Peanut Palooza on April 23  
 
TIFTON, Ga. (April 14, 2022) - The Georgia Peanut Commission plans to host Peanut Palooza on Satur-
day, April 23, 2022, from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., at the Georgia Peanut Commission office in Tifton. The 
GPC office is located at 445 Fulwood Blvd. Tifton, GA 31794. Members of the public are invited to attend 
this free event.  The family friendly event will have free boiled peanuts, fried peanut samples, peanut but-
ter cupcakes and peanut butter shake samples. The event will also include opportunities to plant your own 
peanut plant, live music, face painting, prizes and giveaways, as well as photo opportunities for kids to sit 
inside of a tractor.  The event will also include the Georgia Foundation for Agriculture Mobile Ag Experi-
ence which is a STEM based mobile classroom that showcases Georgia’s diverse agriculture. This state-of-
the-art agricultural learning experience is designed to give third through fifth-grade students and the public 
a chance to learn more about Georgia agriculture. The 36-foot trailer includes colorful farm photos, inter-
active technology and displays of products made from the various ag commodities. The mobile classroom 
will be displayed at Peanut Palooza event by the Georgia Foundation for Agriculture.  In addition to the 
outside activities, the GPC office will be open for attendees to visit the gift shop and take a tour of the 
building. For more information about the event and programs of the Georgia Peanut Commission vis-
it www.gapeanuts.com.  

Holloway Jewelers  
Now Opened In Sylvester 

 

Monday, April 18th was the grand 
opening and ribbon cutting of Hol-
loway Jewelers located 104 East 
Kelly Street in Sylvester.  A crowd 
turned out to welcome the Hol-
loway’s to Sylvester.  The first 100 
people received a free piece of jew-
elry and everyone that visits this 
week will be entered in a drawing 
for a piece of jewelry valued at 
$5,000.  Holloway Jewelers are a 
family owned jewelry store that does 
everything in house.  Holloway Jew-
elers offers jewelry repair, ring siz-
ing, stone setting, appraisals, CAD 
design, rendering, 3D printing, laser 
welding, and casting.   Be sure to 
visit them this week and get regis-
tered for the giveaways and see all 
the nice things they have to offer you 

Poster Contest Winners Recognized  
At City Of Sylvester Council Meeting 

 
Monday night at the City of Sylvester Council Meeting, the following 5th 
Grade Students were recognized as  winners of the Sylvester Clean and Green 
Poster Contest that will be an annual event.  The Clean and Green Poster Con-
test was held by the City of Sylvester - Code Enforcement.  Congratulations!  
 

Mayor’s Award:  
Ada Long 

 
Best Theme: 

1st Place - Sara Speiker 
2nd Place - Jackson Gibbs 

3rd Place - Josie Parten 
3rd Place - Lourie Pritchard 

 
Most Creative: 
Jada Fitzgerald 

Nick Frye 
 

Honorable Mention: 
Kailey Grace Worn 

Ayah Ramadan 
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