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Georgia
Therapy

For All Your Physical Therapy Needs
Quality you expect…
Results you deserve!
Butch Jenkins, PT
Molly Barnard, PTA

Savannah Jenkins, DPT
Jamie Pritchard, Office Manager

1009 West Franklin Street
PO Box 846
Sylvester, Georgia 31791
229-821-3892 (phone)
229-821-3893 (fax)

Cindy’s Flower Shop
305 N Isabella St
Sylvester, GA. 31791
229-776-2787

Congratulations WCMS Baseball
The Worth County
Middle School Baseball Team
are Champions! This
is the first time since
2003 that the team
has won this title. The baseball
team won 12-0 over
Cook County. Caden
Emerson pitched a 1
hit shutout. Drake
Jones hit a grand
slam home run and
Luke Rogers followed with another home run in the bottom of the 4th. The WCMS Baseball Team had a great season going 11 and
3 and a championship game win. The teams in our conference are Worth, Thomasville, Fitzgerald,
and Cook. Congratulations to Head Coach, Reece Bozeman and Assistant Coach, Scott Fredrick.
Source: WCSD
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Antique Items of Yesterday Supply Memories for Today
Cherish an antique today is celebrated on April 9th. There are so many fun days to celebrate
that I find on brownielocks.com and I love to write about them. Many of them bring back
such great memories of my childhood that I love to remember and share with others. With
antique day, I had to put much thought into it simply because I have many things that are
antique and bring back so many wonderful memories. My most favorite item that is antique
is my grandmother’s straight back chair. It is a wooden old chair from 1940 that has a straw
bottom. She use to sit in for many years while she quilted quilts. She loved that chair and I
did too. I love it even more now that it is in my house. I have it sitting in an area of my living room with other antique items. In the chair I have my daddy’s picture of him in theUnited States Army and his old straw hat. He wore that hat everyday that he walked outside in
the sunshine. I love to look at that chair and those items. Such great memories flow and
maybe even a few happy tears from time to time. I know you are probably wandering why I
put things of my daddy in it. I did that because he use to build my grandmother stuff and do
anything she wanted. He loved her so much so since they are both gone on to Heaven now,
I bring both of them back together. My son, Larry, loves to hear stories of her. He loved
her and use to call her Granny Lou. That was his great grandmother and he can remember
standing at her bed and just carry on a conversation of who knows what with her. Memories
are wonderful to have and hold on to. It is what get’s us through most days when we think
we can’t go on. One thing I added in the most recent months is my daddy’s old ladder. I
kept it just the way it was. It has paint splattered on it from his days. I love it leaning up
against the wall in the corner. I love what it represents. Antiques are so important to have
because of the memories too. I hear many people say they don’t keep their items because
they have no where to keep them where they will be safe from the weather. Start thinking
of ways that you can use your items in your house. My sister has an area in her house too
with antique items displayed. And remember it doesn’t matter what others think about how
you have things displayed, only matters what you think.
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Classroom Gardens Are In Full Swing
Worth County Middle School classroom gardens are in full swing! Participating in growing a garden helps
students develop knowledge of nutrition, cause and effect, self-confidence, responsibility, and many other
academic and life skills. Mrs. Suggs' class planted black-eyed peas, butter beans, carrots, corn, bell peppers, jalapeno peppers, cucumbers, and flowers. Well done students!
Source: WCSD
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229-436-8011
It’s A “Staycation Homecoming” This Year On ABAC Campus
Students and alumni at Abraham Baldwin
Agricultural College will celebrate
a "Stallion Staycation" for the 2021 Homecoming Celebration April 5-10. Alumni Director Lynda Fisher said both new and traditional homecoming activities will be featured. “It has been refreshing to be able to
plan events again and to see the students’
excitement that their clubs will be able to
compete for the Stallion Cup during the
week of homecoming,” Fisher said. “My
hope is that this time next year we will be in
full swing and have our homecoming as we
have known it in the past.” Events this year
will be both on campus and virtual. Oncampus festivities include the Golden Alumni Reunion, Sunset Remembrance Service, and the annual softball game. Virtual celebrations include
Chef Jay’s Kitchen-Fried Chicken edition, dorm decoration judging, alumni spirit day, and a virtual campus tour. Most are invitation only, but the remembrance service, the alumni vs. students softball game,
and the Horticulture Club plant sale are open to the public. The plant sale is 9 a.m.-5 p.m. April 8-9, and 9
a.m.-noon April 10 at the J.G. Woodroof Farm. ABAC students will spend the week decorating their
dorm room doors to celebrate the Staycation theme. Alumni can participate by being the judges. Voting
will be through Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram on April 8. For information on homecoming activities,
visit www.abac.edu/homecoming or call 229-391-4900. Pictured is Thunder, the ABAC mascot, relaxes
in front of Tift Hall in preparation for the college's 'Staycation Homecoming.'
Source: Tifton Grapevine
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Every Tuesday morning at 10:30am, The Margaret Jones Public Library has Books and Bubbles.
This is to promote early reading skills in little ones. Playing, reading and singing are simple ways to
prepare young readers. Make plans to join them.
Source: MJPL
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News From WCES
Parents we need your help. We are seeing an increased number of
students reporting to school without masks/face shields. Until we
hear differently from the CDC, Heath Department, etc. masks/face
shields are a requirement at Worth County Elementary School
when moving about the building. Be sure that your child has a
mask/face shield before they leave the house each morning. We do
have masks available for the occasional forgetful student. However, we do not supply masks daily for our students. Students that
continually show up without masks/face shields may be disciplined through our Code of Conduct. Our COVID protocols have
been extremely successful in keeping COVID out of our school
and we intend to keep it that way. Hopefully the days of wearing
masks will come to an end soon. Until then, please do your part
and make certain your child has a mask/face shield each day.
Thank you for your continued support!
Source: WCSD
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Thank A Volunteer

There is not a day that goes by that a
volunteer is not needed and there is
not a day that goes by that we say
thank you enough to our volunteers.
Sylvester and Worth County have
many great activities and events that
occur in this great town but it could
not happen without many volunteers
and endless hours. If you ever wander how you can give back by giving
your time, always contact your local
Sylvester-Worth County Chamber of
Commerce. They will always have
list of events and contact names and
numbers of places that you can help.
Contact your local schools and see
Ameris Bank Supports Rural Hospitals
what way they may need help as well.
It is not always giving your money
As part of the Georgia HEART Hospital Program, Ameris Bank has donated $2 million in finanthat is needed. Your time is a great
cial support to 19 rural hospitals, including Tift Rething needed. I personally volunteer
gional Medical Center and Irwin County Hospital.
for several organizations and we
Ameris Bank has participated in the program
could always use your help. If you
since 2018, contributing more than $6 million to rural
are interested in volunteering but do
Georgia hospitals. “We are committed to supporting
not know where to start, please email
the health and wellbeing of those in our community
and helping to create opportunities for healthy, safe and me at lmanley1210@gmail.com and I
productive lives. This donation helps to provide resources that will create a
can help you get started. For everypositive effect for generations to come,” said Ameris Bank CEO Palmer
one in Sylvester, Worth County and
Proctor. Demographic, economic and industry challenges have caused rural
surrounding counties that volunhospitals in Georgia to face financial crises for years. The Georgia HEART
teer...THANK YOU from The Martin
hospital program partners with the Georgia Rural Hospital Tax CredNews. We truly could not make it
it to increase funding to rural and critical-access hospitals.
Source: Tifton Grapevine with out you!

State Farm

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Stuart Pate, Agent
PO Box 189
Sylvester, GA 31791-0189
Phone (229) 776-6906 Fax (229) 776-0149
www.stuartpate.com
Thank you for your loyalty.
We appreciate you.

ENJOY PIZZA
ON APRIL 5TH

Safety Pins Can Be Used For Anything
National Safety Pin Day is being celebrated this week and it got
me to thinking what all safety pins are used for. I remember both
of my grandmothers’ using them to pin quilts together when they
put them in the frame to quilt. They both had containers full of
the big safety pins. Recently I gave one of the safety pins to my
mother so that she could help pin a dress up on me and she stuck
me with it. She thought it was funny. I saw no humor in it what
so ever. That little safety pin was powerful. I have also seen
safety pins used in crafts where they decorate them with beads.
Safety pins can definitely be used for most anything. What do
you use yours for?

Johnson Tax &
Bookkeeping
Service, LLC
We are a locally owned hometown business, serving this area
for over 55 years. Their commitment to excellence
is their highest priority.
Services Offered: Consultations, Bookkeeping, Payroll,
Notary Services, Tax Preparation and E-file
115 Front Street
Sylvester, Georgia 31791
229-776-6682
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Georgia Peanut Commission
Increases Research Funding
For Research Projects in 2021
Board Approves $886,235
In Research Projects
TIFTON, Ga. (March 30, 2021) - The
Georgia Peanut Commission (GPC)
board of directors has approved
$886,235 in research project funding
for the 2021-22 research budget year.
This action was taken during the commission’s March board meeting. The
research projects approved include 42
project proposals submitted from the
University of Georgia, Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College, Fort Valley
State University and the USDA Agricultural Research Service. “As a peanut grower, I’m proud to invest in the
Georgia Peanut Commission and in the
future of the peanut industry by supporting research that continues to
demonstrate a return on our investment,” says Donald Chase, GPC Research Committee chairman. “We are
proud of our partnership with research
institutions and look forward to seeing
the results which will benefit farmers
in the state and the entire peanut industry.” Georgia’s peanut growers invest
$2 per ton annually toward GPC programs which includes research, promotion and education. The research programs primarily focus on peanut breeding, conservation methods, irrigation
and water management, as well as,
pests, weed and disease management.
Additionally, GPC manages funding
for the Southeastern Peanut Research
Initiative which includes research
funding of $1,823,198 for projects in
Alabama, Florida and Georgia. These
projects are funded through the National Peanut Board checkoff dollars from
farmers. For additional information
and a complete list of the research projects funded by the Georgia Peanut
Commission visit www.gapeanuts.com.
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ABAC CIO Announces Retirement
Robert Gerhart cannot wait to get his motor home, “Big Bertha,” cranked up so he and his wife can cruise the backroads of America. That time has come. Gerhart, technology vice president and chief
information officer (CIO) at Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College, retires April 30. “We’re going to miss the people,” said Gerhart. “This is like a family; I have really grown to appreciate the
sense of community that exists at ABAC. I am going to miss the
friendships and acquaintances." Gerhart and his wife, Rhonda, are retiring to Venice, Fla., but “Big Bertha” will keep them on the move
across the United States. Gerhart joined the ABAC administration
in May 2014. He previously was the director of operations for the
College of Architecture at Georgia Tech.
Source: Tifton Grapevine

Gardening Anyone?
With gardening day being in the month of April, I wanted to
reminiscence. If you can’t tell by now, I love to do that. It is
good for the soul to reminiscence. When I was a little girl,
my grandmother Dupree loved to take care of her flower garden. Her flower garden though was all over the place. She
had flowers in pots on the porch facing the road. Normally
you would call that the front porch because it faced the road
however the way their house was set up, it was called the
back porch. I loved that back porch and the walk way in
front of it. We would get out there in the Summer and water
all of those plants if it wasn’t planning to rain. Now grandmother did check the weather to see what the forecast was
going to be. After we watered all the flowers on the back
porch, in front of the porch and on the sides of the walk way,
we would then water all her rose bushes which were absolutely beautiful and water all the miscellaneous plants she
had. She had a green thumb for sure. She had a little green
house in her yard that had so many different plants in it that
we kept watered as well. She was so creative with flowers.
She use to fix many bouquets for the church. She put hard
work into everything she did. Now my mother may have a
touch, a very small touch of my grandmothers green thumb
but my sister has many touches of her green thumb. I on the
other hand can kill an artificial plant so I just don’t even try
anymore. Gardening is therapy to some people. It makes
you feel a breath of fresh air. I love flowers and plants, I just
can’t seem to keep them alive. As my mother is aging, she
loves to have more and more flowers in her yard and on her
porch. What is your favorite plant? Do you enjoy gardening? Now is the time to get started and get that yard looking
beautiful.

TOMLINSON
OUTDOOR WASHING

COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL

(229) 854-1736
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Who Knew There Was A
Grilled Cheese Sandwich Day
Now this day makes me smile big
time! I love grilled cheese sandwiches. I like plain grilled cheese
sandwiches. I like grilled cheese
and tomato sandwiches. I like a
grilled BLT with cheese. All my
sandwiches have to be plain
though. Absolutely NO mayonnaise. My daddy could not stand
mayonnaise and neither can I.
Where do you like grilled cheese
sandwiches from? My favorite
plain grilled cheese sandwich is
from Ed’s Truck Stop. They grill
it to perfection. My favorite
grilled tomato and cheese sandwich is from 3 Squares. It is always so good. My most favorite
place for a Grilled BLT with
cheese comes from Fat Boys. It is
the smallest cut up bacon and is
very crispy. It is the best! Daddy
and mother use to make the best
of the best grilled cheese sandwiches when we were little. Who
makes your favorite? And if you
cook them at home, how do you
fix the best grilled cheese sandwich?
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Dates to Remember
April
5th ~ Worth County Schools Spring Break
5th ~ City of Sylvester Work Session Meeting 7pm
6th ~ Worth County Schools Spring Break
6th ~ WCHS Varsity Baseball Game Home
6th ~ Bingo at Ed’s 6pm
6th ~ Worth County Board of Commissioners Meeting 7pm
7th ~ WCHS Varsity Baseball Game Home
7th ~ Kiwanis Club Meeting at Noon
7th ~ Worth County Schools Spring Break
8th ~ Worth County Schools Spring Break
8th ~ BFHS Meeting 6:30pm
9th ~ Mac Arnold & A Plate of Blue Concert 6pm
9th ~ Worth County Schools Spring Break
12th ~ WCHS Golf Away
13th ~ WCHS Soccer Away
13th ~ City of Poulan Council Meeting 6:30pm
13th ~ Bingo at Ed’s 6pm
13th ~ WCHS Varsity Baseball Away
13th ~ Worth County High School 4H Meeting 3:30-5 at 4H Office
13th ~ City Sylvester Ward 4 Runoff Election
14th ~ WCHS Golf Away
14th ~ Kiwanis Club Meeting at Noon
14th ~ 4th-8th grade 4H Club Meeting at 4H Office from 3:30pm-5pm
15th ~ WCHS Soccer Home
15th ~ Worth County Board of Education Meeting 7pm
15th ~ Zoom into Science with 4H - Turtle Trash Collections 4pm
16th ~ WCHS Varsity Baseball Away
16th ~ WCHS Soccer Home
16th ~ 5th Grade 4H Meeting During Science Class at WCES
19th ~ 5th Grade 4H Meeting During Science Class at WCES
18th ~ Black Light Extravaganza at First Baptist Church Sylvester 5pm
19th ~ WCHS Golf Home
19th ~ City of Sylvester Council Meeting 7pm
20th ~ City of Warwick Council Meeting 7pm
20th ~ 5th Grade 4H Meeting During Science Class at WCES
20th ~ Worth County 4H Shotgun Team Fishing Raffle Drawing
20th ~ Bingo at Ed’s 6pm
21st ~ 5th Grade 4H Meeting During Science Class at WCES
21st ~ WCHS Varsity Baseball Home
21st ~ Kiwanis Club Meeting at Noon
22nd ~ 5th Grade 4H Meeting During Science Class at WCES
23rd ~ 5th Grade 4H Meeting During Science Class at WCES
23rd ~ WCHS Varsity Baseball Home
27th ~ Sylvester - Worth County Family Connection Meeting
27th ~ Bingo at Ed’s 6pm
27th ~ City of Poulan Council Meeting 6:30pm
28th ~ WCHS Track & Field Away
28th ~ Kiwanis Club Meeting at Noon
29th ~ WCHS Track & Field Away
29th ~ Zoom into Science with 4H - Don’t Put Your Phone Down… Use It For Science 4pm
30th ~ WCHS Track & Field Away
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Tift Schools Get $23.2 Million In New Federal Aid Part of $3.8 Billion For Georgia Schools
The Tift County School System will receive $23.2 million in the latest
round of federal stimulus funds – part of more than $3.8 billion earmarked
for Georgia's public schools, the Ga. Department of Education says.
The State Board of Education on Thursday approved State School Superintendent Richard Woods' recommendation to begin allocating the funds to
school districts. This is the third round of federal stimulus funding that Georgia schools have received under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief,
and Economic Security (CARES) Act I allocations last May and CARES
Act II allocations in January. The Tift County School System received $2.7 million in CARES I funding and $10.3 million in CARES II. "Tift County Schools will be using CARES 3 monies
to update and modernize our infrastructure and facilities throughout the
system," Tift schools spokesman Jonathan Judy told the Tifton Grapevine.
"We have tremendous needs within our system and will be strategically implementing improvements in a way that helps fill those needs and continues
preparing us for the future," Judy said. The federal legislation requires
that school districts set aside at least 20 percent of the funds to address student learning loss. The remaining funds are flexible and can be
used to support at-risk student populations, distance/remote learning,
school meals, mental and physical health, supplemental learning and addressing learning loss, facilities and
equipment, continuity of core staff and services, and other items. The funds are allocated based on a school system's proportionate share of Title I funding – a formula that federal law requires, the state
said. Title 1 provides federal money to schools with high percentages of low-income students. School systems
in Tiftarea counties are receiving the following funds under the latest round of federal aid:
Tift County Schools – $23,234,287
Ben Hill County Schools – $13,467,129
Worth County Schools – $10,605,891
Cook County Schools – $9,598,286
Berrien County Schools – $9,249,402
Turner County Schools – $6,589,384
Irwin County Schools – $4,773,019
Source: Tifton Grapevine

Think Tifton
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UGA Recognizes Tifton’s Narke Norton Fr Following “Dream”
Narke Norton, a Tift County High,
ABAC and UGA graduate, was recently one of five recipients of the University of Georgia's president’s Fulfilling
the Dream Award, recognizing those whose actions honor
the legacy of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Norton,
now assistant director for recruitment and diversity initiatives in UGA's graduate school, was profiled the other
day by UGA Columns, the university online newspaper.
Norton was part of the TCHS Class of 2010 and received
his associate's degree at Abraham Baldwin Agricultural
College before earning his bachelor’s and master's
at UGA. He is now pursuing his doctorate in college student affairs administration with a goal of one day becoming a dean of students. He credits his mother, who
pushed him to sing in public when he was 12 years old.
"That performance eventually led to communicating his
experiences as an underrepresented student, which led to
a career dedicated to helping others find their own voices," the online newspaper wrote. “I’ve learned how
to use my voice in places where I feel comfortable and,
more importantly, where I feel challenged,” Norton said.
“If I see my reflection of my identity as a first-generation,
rural, black student … my mind’s eye has projected what
my possibilities are. I think it so important for students to
see people like themselves.” As a UGA staff member,
Norton has volunteered to serve on numerous university
committees; he has served on more than 33 of them. Norton’s affiliation with UGA began when he was 15. He applied to the UGA Young Scholars Program as an intern on the Tifton campus. While earning his bachelor’s degree, he served as an administrative assistant at UGA Tifton before transferring to the Athens
campus.
Source: Tifton Grapevine
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Students in Mrs. Cochran's class at Worth County Primary School completed their Historical Figure Research Project with a Wax Museum presentation. Students chose a historical figure, completed a research paper, and prepared a background and speech. Historical Figures present at the museum
today included Bessie Coleman, Melania Trump, George W. Bush, Benjamin Franklin, Jimmy Carter, and Barbara Bush. Please visit WCPS Facebook page for more pictures.
Source: WCSD
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Field’s Funeral Home Weekly Live Show
Did you tune in to the live show this past Wednesday
at 10am with Field’s Funeral Home? If you missed it,
don’t worry! You can still go back and watch it. You
can see it on Field’s Funeral Home Facebook Page
and on The Martin News Facebook Page. It was very
good. This past Wednesday was their first live show.
It will be every Wednesday morning at 10am and
many of the live shows will have guests. This coming Wednesday, April 7th the guests will be the Ward
4 Candidates for the upcoming run off election on
April 13th. Be sure to tune in on Wednesday morning
at 10am or catch the replay after that. The Martin
News is excited to be a sponsor of the show!
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