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Stanthorpe QLD 

Stanthorpe camp opened on the 27, November 2023 and closed on the 17th 

November 2024. 356 Days of hard work, comradery, and team work. We had fun, 

we learned about adaptability and we met some awesome people along the 

journey. About 100km of fencing and similar clearing completed, and we learned 

why they call this area 'The Granite Belt'. We were lucky enough to have lots of 

volunteers, including 16 different nationalities on site at one stage. We learned to 

swear in several languages, learned that joy and happiness are not emotions that 

need words - the look on faces says it all! 

I would like to thank every volunteer who stepped into the camp and gave freely 

of their time, working hard but sharing themselves with all of us too. We laughed 

together, shared some somber moments and understood how good and 

sometimes how challenging travelling can be. You can be overwhelmed by the 

numbers in camp but you can be lonely too. It is important to thank all our 

volunteers, be they returning experienced volunteers, new inexperienced 

volunteers or international volunteers working to extend their time to stay in 

Australia. Thank you all. 

We were so lucky to have our camp at the Storm King Dam, Stanthorpe. Scenic, 

serene and somewhere to chill out in beautiful surroundings. We swam, walked 

and enjoyed our beautiful environment. Many thanks to the Southern Downs 

Council for allowing access to the Fred Rogers Reserve on the banks of the Dam. 

Loved it (mostly), minus 6 in the winter challenged us from time to time but we got 

through!! 

One of our highlights was International nights where teams cooked traditional 

meals for us from their home country. We enjoyed Peruvian, Italian, Spanish, Irish, 

Asian and Aussie themed meals to mention just a few. Pizza cooked over the open 

fire, camp ovens in the fire pit, camp fires and singing, memories we all take away 

and remember fondly in the years to come. 

I would like to thank all involved in the Stanthorpe Camp, Volunteers, Farmers, 

Council, Service Clubs, and the Showgrounds committee for their initial hosting of 

us. To our amazing admin support team and Board sincere thanks. Wishing 

everyone a safe and healthy 2025. 

Regards Chris and John 

Stanthorpe Coordinators 














