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Meet Brett: A Dedicated BlazeAid Volunteer
Brett, 63, has been married to Yvonne for 36 years.

Together, they have two children and four
grandchildren. Brett’s career began in 1977 as an
apprentice gardener with the State Electricity

Commission in the now-demolished town of Yallourn,
Victoria’s Latrobe Valley. His journey took him through
various roles, including working at a golf club and a
pastoral company, before he returned to the power
industry as a coal miner for over 30 years. Brett’s father
was a fencing contractor, and Brett often helped him on
his days off, continuing the work after his father’s
passing. Today, the old tractor and post driver are still
in use on the family’s rural property.

In his spare time, Brett enjoys woodworking, with a
collection of exotic timbers drying in racks, ready for his
next project. Since retiring in 2019, he has kept busy
tending to his garden, pruning, propagating, mulching
plants, helping family, and, of course, volunteering with
BlazeAid.

Discovering BlazeAid

Brett first heard about BlazeAid from a work colleague
who had volunteered at a camp and thought Brett might
enjoy it in his retirement. Intrigued, Brett joined his first
camp in Buchan a few weeks later.

Why Volunteer?

Growing up in a rural setting with several relatives
owning farms, Brett finds it easy to connect with
farmers and rural folks, understanding the challenges
they face. His background in fencing provides a natural
conversation starter. The more camps he attends, the
more he enjoys working with a diverse group of
volunteers, learning, and teaching new skills.
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As a team leader, Brett liaises with coordinators and landowners,
manages tools, and works with crews on various tasks. With crew
members frequently changing, Brett adapts to new personalities and
skill sets. Living close to a BlazeAid storage facility, he also helps out
there when he can.

Brett admits that technology is a challenge for him, preferring hands-
on work with tools. Each job is unique, with different fencing styles in
every area, requiring adaptability to meet landowners’ needs.
Commitment to Camps

Brett typically volunteers in two-week blocks, often returning to the
same camp multiple times. This allows him to complete projects and
build rapport with team members and landholders. When notin a
camp, Brett is often shifting trailers from one camp to another orin
and out of storage. He also dedicates time to maintaining some of
our storage facilities in Victoria.

Before BlazeAid

Before joining BlazeAid, Brett was a member of the Moe SES for
several years, dealing with storm damage, minor floods, and
bush/snow search and rescue. His commitment to helping others has
been a constant throughout his life.

Brett has volunteered at several BlazeAid camps, including Buchan,
Heyfield, Bridgewater, Kerang/Murrabit, and most recently, a
satellite camp at Raglan.

Brett’s dedication and hard work make him a valued member of the
BlazeAid community. His story is an inspiration to all who have the
pleasure of working alongside him. Thanks for all your help and
commitment to BlazeAid, Brett!



Melissa Jones, BlazeAid CEO
As we look forward to celebrate this
Christmas, | extend my warmest wishes to
all our BlazeAid volunteers, farmers,
supporters, and communities. Your
dedication and hard work have made a
tremendous impact over the last 12 months,
and we are deeply grateful for your
unwavering support.

| wish for your Christmas be filled with joy,
love, and laughter. Here's to a New Year
brimming with hope, health, and happiness!
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Gary and Colleen Waterson, Board member
8 Our Christmas wishes are for no natural

disasters, low road fatalities and a joyous
Christmas reunion for families and friends.
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Jude Turner, Coordinator
My Christmas wish is that in 2025 our
BlazeAid community gathers for Auroras and
campfires and fun, and not because we are
needed after natural disasters. Give us a year
off Huey ¢,

WISHES FOR CHRISTMAS

Kevin and Rhonda Blazeaid
Founders

We wish all our volunteers a Merry
Christmas and a safe, Happy New Year! A
heartfelt thank you for your incredible
support and dedication throughout the
year. Enjoy quality time with family and
friends during this festive season. Here’s to

a fire-free celebration!
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Debra and Chong Ong, Coordinators and
Board member

Our Christmas wish is for everyone to have a
relaxing time with friends and families and no
BlazeAid camps needed.

Lisa and Bob Abdoo, Coordinators

We wish our wonderful Farmers across our
wonderful Country a stress-free Christmas &
New Year




Rob and Broni Edwards, Coordinators
Yy and Board members

To all our wonderful Blazeaider’s we wish
you and your families a Merry Christmas
and best wishes for 2025. To all our
amazing farmers @ thank you for your
tireless work and_keep safe

Singleton Team, Singleton Storage
Coordinators

Wishes everyone a very happy Christmas and
good health in 2025 As we all celebrate our
early Christmas lunch mid November after our
end of year working bee.

Kerrie Bennett, Coordinator
| hope everyone has a wonderful relaxing and
Happy Christmas

WISHES FOR CHRISTMAS

Debbie Buttler, National Business Manager
To all the BlazeAider’s wishing everyone a safe
and joyful Christmas! May the upcoming year be
free from fires and floods, and may it bring
abundant happiness, love, and health to all.

Andrew Gibson, Board Member
Good harvest, not too many bushfires, no
fatalities.

Chris and John Male, Coordinators, Vice
President and Board Members

Wishing everyone health, happiness and no
major disasters for 2025. Oh and if Santa
happened to have a spare set of mud flaps
for the car that would be appreciated too!



On Wednesday 20th November 2024, BlazeAid held an Ideas
Workshop/Christmas Party in Kilmore. A great number of BlazeAid
Board Members and Coordinators were able to attend, making it an
extremely productive event! Those in attendance spent the morning
discussing ideas around volunteer attraction and retention strategies,
camp logistics, and coordinator roles and tr






















