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WHEN GRACE BECOMES AN EXCUSE AND SIN TAKES THE 

THRONE  

A teaching of Zion’s Roar Holy Spirit Ministry, written in truth and instruction 

by John, Servant and Disciple of Christ. 

 

Why Many Who Claim to Love God Still Serve the Master They Were 

Supposed to Bury 

I will speak simply and honestly, because this is how I lived it and how God 

dealt with me. 

Sin is not just doing something wrong. It is alive inside us. It pushes, it pulls, it 

speaks, and most of us do not realize how much influence it has over our 

choices until we try to resist it. Scripture says sin rules the body and demands 

obedience (Romans 6:12). Paul said it works in our members (Romans 7:23). 

He was not being poetic. He meant exactly what he said. Sin gives commands, 

and we obey. I obeyed it for a long time, even while saying I loved God. 

 

When Adam opened the door, sin entered humanity (Romans 5:12). It touched 

everything. Not just behavior, but blood, thoughts, impulses, desires, the way 

we react, and the things we chase. That is why the inward pull feels so real. 

Most people already know it, even if they pretend, they do not. They can feel 

that pressure that does not come from God inside their minds. 

 

We do not like to call it sin, so we rename it as habit, struggle, trauma, 

weakness, or personality. We soften the word to make it feel smaller. But 

Scripture calls it rebellion (1 John 3:4). Disobedient is concordance H4784 

Hebrew Word:  מָרָה and the definition: to be contentious, be rebellious. 

Rebellion is the correct word; it is not a flaw, not a small slip, just plain 

rebellion against God. That is what was in me, and that is what it is in anyone 

who continues in disobedience. 

 

Sin is not a restless child that can be calmed down with a comforting word. It 

has only one goal; it wants the throne of your heart. Christ said whoever 

commits sin becomes a servant of sin (John 8:34). That means it rules, and you 

obey. There is no neutral ground. Either sin sits on the throne or Christ does. 

There is no third option. 

http://www.zionsroar.org/


Zion’s Roar Holy Spirit Ministry 
                                                                 www.ZionsRoar.org                         Rev 12/24/2025.  Pg. 2 

(918) 814-1593 

For years I pretended I was in control. I was not. The hardest part was not 

admitting I was wrong. The hardest part was actually admitting what obedience 

might cost. I knew that if I fully obeyed God, it would change my home, my 

habits, and the peace I was trying to protect. I was already getting push-back 

just from making small changes, little by little. So, I could only imagine the 

backlash if I brought the whole change in at once. I hesitated because I was 

afraid that immediate complete change might harm the people closest to me. 

They weren’t ready for change, and I imagined the chaos it could cause, the 

arguments, the confusion, the resistance. Deep down, I was also afraid that 

following God fully would require me to move on without them, and that 

terrified me. I didn’t want to be the one who “left them behind.” I told myself 

that God wouldn’t want that, so I used that idea to slow down my obedience, 

thinking I was protecting them, when in reality, I was just delaying what God 

showed me and had asked me to do. 

 

People do not stay stuck because they are weak. They stay stuck because they 

lie to themselves. I did. I told myself I would change gradually as my family 

did and tried to make it sound spiritual. I said I was waiting for the right 

moment and had convinced myself that slow change was wisdom, that easing 

into obedience would protect the people I loved, that it would keep things calm 

and smooth. I chose to allow myself to believe that gradual correction would 

keep peace in the home. It did not, it only strengthened what was wrong by also 

allowing them to the false believe that God was flexible and understanding to 

the point of forgiveness. I was indirectly teaching them to be Luke-warm. 

 

Trying to change slowly became more dangerous than the sin itself. It was like 

having cancer and treating it with a warm towel, hoping it would shrink and 

die. I adjusted a little here and there, but the problem remained. I was touching 

the cancer without removing it. I was cutting a little, backing away, then 

cutting again, never finishing, never killing it and worst, never healing. Instead 

of removing the sickness, I allowed it to spread.  

Eventually I learned something I did not want to hear. Obedience hurts, but 

delay hurts more. When God shows you the truth, He is inviting you into 

freedom. If you hesitate, sin regroups, the flesh grows louder and excuses 

multiply. I prayed, but my steps did not change, so nothing changed. I 
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continuously said next week, next month, later. But sin does not care about 

your timelines because delay is agreement. 

 

Things became heavier. One day I sat in the bathtub with the shower running. 

On the outside I was calm, silent, showing nothing was wrong, but inside I felt 

sad, broken, defeated, embarrassed, tired, exposed, and worst of all, alone. The 

problem was not stress or other people. The problem was me. I had allowed 

small things, then bigger things. I backed down when I should have stood firm. 

I let fear guide decisions, and the consequences touched my whole family. 

Because of this, my family became divided, not following, not listening, 

somewhat disobedient at times, stressed, depressed, for the most part not 

connected, disconnected, not working as a team, just pointing fingers and 

passing blame, and worst, disconnected from God. Sin rarely stays with one 

person. Sin will spread into the entire household if left unexposed and alive. 

 

Marriage made this harder. Paul said the unmarried person can give themselves 

to the Lord without divided attention (1 Corinthians 7:8, 32). He was not 

lowering marriage. He was telling the truth. A married man carries his 

household. If sin touches him, it touches them. It becomes the atmosphere of 

the home. I saw that in my house when my compromise became their burden. 

 

I tried to keep peace by saying yes to things I should have corrected. I kept 

choosing agreement instead of truth. I told myself it was love, but it was fear 

disguised as love. I was afraid of conflict, afraid of discomfort, afraid of 

tension. I feared losing the approval of the people I cared about in my own 

home. In short, I feared my feelings more than I feared God and that fear 

became poison. 

 

When the pressure increased, I looked for small escapes, something to feel 

good for a moment, something to avoid facing the truth. Games, media, 

projects, small accomplishments here and there, even side jobs for extra 

money, became outlets. They fed the same thing that was choking me, and the 

time I spent on them was wasted, time that should have gone to growing in God 

or with my family. Before I realized it, I was tangled, and the chains were tight. 
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I never felt a strong punishment, not at first. It was not like when my mother 

used to beat me with a belt and leave marks, the kind that stayed in my brain so 

I would think twice before trying that same thing again. It was not like sticking 

a knife into an active electric outlet either. I am pretty sure that kind of lesson 

goes straight to the soul, and you will never do that again unless something is 

seriously wrong. The lack of “punishment” made it worse, because the lack of 

pain made me believe everything was fine. The flesh becomes bold when the 

consequences are slow. It keeps pushing boundaries. It keeps whispering that 

nothing bad is happening. But damage does not always come suddenly. Most of 

the time it is slow and quiet. One day you look around and everything is broken 

and you barely noticed when the breaking began. 

 

That was when God confronted me. He confronted me when I was at my 

lowest. Most of us do not recognize we are at our lowest until we have fallen 

all the way down. So, God allows our actions to run their course so the 

consequences can wake us up, so we finally call out to Him. I found myself in 

another lowest moment, and He confronted me once again, and this time about 

this prolonged ongoing problem. He did not soothe me or tell me it would get 

better if I waited. He showed me the truth, without excuses. He exposed my 

rebellion, and He made it clear that it needed to die. He did not tell me to 

manage it. He told me to kill it. 

 

Scripture says the old man must be crucified with Christ (Romans 6:6). That is 

not poetry. Something in you must die, piece by piece, day by day, decision by 

decision. It will fight and scream and make you feel like you are losing 

yourself, but you are not losing anything worth keeping. You are losing what 

was killing you and what is destroying your relationship with God. 

 

I thought my delay was patience. I thought my fear was tenderness. I thought 

my compromise was wisdom. I was wrong. None of it produced obedience. I 

realized I was in complete disobedience and that my world was on the verge of 

destruction because of it. I realized that my feelings had fooled me once again. 

I cried, had felt bad, had even felt guilty. I had even prayed emotional prayers, 

but nothing changed because complete obedience had not begun. Emotion 

alone cannot change you. Obedience is what changes you. 
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When I finally recognized what was happening within me, I understood 

something very simple. You cannot manage sin. You cannot negotiate with it. 

You cannot talk it into behaving. You either hide it, or you kill it. And if you 

choose to hide it, you are feeding it. Scripture says that whoever covers his sin 

will not prosper, but whoever confesses and forsakes it will find mercy 

(Proverbs 28:13). When I hid it, it grew roots. When I excused it, it grew 

teeth. At first it was quiet, then it demanded more. Sin does not care about your 

tears or your promises. Sin only needs one thing: for you to serve it until your 

last breath. Because once you die outside of Christ, there is no more 

repentance. There is no more choice. There is no more life. Sin’s victory is 

sealed. 

 

People cling to what feels familiar because change feels dangerous. That is 

how the human mind works. Even when the familiar thing is killing us, we hold 

it close because part of us fears the unknown. Sin takes advantage of that fear. 

It promises comfort and relief, but none of it is real. The comfort is fake, and 

the escape it offers is a cage with its address in hell.  

 

That day in the bathtub everything caught up to me. Not through a vision or a 

loud voice, but in a silence that cut deeper than words. I sat there and it felt as 

if God held a mirror in front of my face. There was no place to hide. No 

excuses. No explanations. Just truth. I saw rebellion living in me, and I was the 

one feeding it. I was the one defending it. I was the one making room for it. 

It finished breaking me, but it also woke me up. 

 

So, yes, I learned that sin only understands one response, and that is death. It 

cannot be trained to obey, and it has to be crucified. That truth is not symbolic. 

It means something in you must actually die. Not in a dramatic moment where 

everything changes instantly, but through a steady surrender. Choice by choice. 

Day by day as our Lord shows us our flaws. Keep in mind that the old nature 

will fight, it will scream, it will make you feel like you are losing yourself; But 

the only thing you are losing is the part that is destroying your relationship with 

God. 
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For a long time, I also misunderstood what grace really was. I thought grace 

meant God understood, God felt for me, and God would simply wait and make 

it easy for me to change. That was what I chose to tell myself and believe. 

Grace is patient, yes. Grace is kind, yes. But grace is not permission to continue 

in disobedience. Grace is the power God gives to us so we may deny sin and 

live for Him, as Titus 2:11-12 teaches. If grace does not produce obedience, 

then it is not grace. It is only a soft blanket that covers chains, so you do not 

have to feel them. These are the same chains we are bound with when we are 

not in Christ, the same chains He has set us free from if we are truly in Him. I 

spent too much time hiding under that blanket, telling myself everything was 

fine, even though nothing was fine.  

 

Emotion without obedience is just noise. Even Judas felt remorse, but he did 

not return to God (Matthew 27:3-5). Many believe God is only love, yet 

Scripture says He abhors. Hate is hate but abhor is stronger. To abhor is to 

detest and reject. Titus 1:16 says that some claim to know God but deny Him 

by refusing to obey. They become abominable to Him, reprobate, unfit for the 

good works and commandments He gives. Feeling bad is not repentance. 

Obedience is repentance and I did not understand that at first. 

 

Paul wrote that if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the 

Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body you will live (Romans 8:13). That 

is not a suggestion. It is a command, and it is a warning. You cannot pray sin 

away while still making room for it. God gives power, but you must act. The 

Holy Spirit strengthens, but He does not make your choices for you. You must 

deny yourself, pick up your cross and put sin to death (Luke 9:23). God will 

give you strength, but He will not obey for you. 

 

God did not comfort my excuses or speak to my feelings first. He spoke to my 

will, telling me to choose, to give Him my fear, my comfort, and my excuses, 

to stop being lukewarm with Him, and to stop calling my delay wisdom. In that 

moment, I realized that if I continued living in disobedience, I would lose 

everything that mattered. 
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So, I began to die. I started laying down parts of myself. Choices, habits, 

words, desires. Some things have fallen away slowly, almost unnoticed. Other 

things fell away all at once. Some changes confused me and some hurt, but 

each time something died, something new came alive. I have learned that the 

more I surrender, the more I see real life. Not the kind of life that comes from 

feeling good for a moment or that this world offers, but the life that Christ 

gives. A life with weight, peace, and purpose. A life where you begin to see 

God, His creation, His love toward us, and His patience toward us. He has 

shown me that even though He is patient, we all have an expiration date. That 

is how I understand the warning to work out your own salvation with fear and 

trembling, because we do not know when our time ends. Death will come like a 

thief in the night, and once that moment arrives, there is no changing course. 

 

I am not telling you this to sound dramatic. I want you to see and understand 

disobedience the way God showed it to me, because that is the only way a 

person becomes free. Many think they are safe because they lack knowledge, 

but a lack of knowledge can still be disobedience if a person refuses to seek the 

truth. Scripture says that if someone knows what God requires and refuses to 

do it, that is sin (James 4:17). And when God has given someone much truth, 

He expects much from them (Luke 12:47-48). People like to say, with great 

power comes great responsibility, but Scripture says the same about truth. 

When God gives truth, He requires obedience. The more He shows, the more 

He expects. 

 

 

Even hidden sin still counts before God. Leviticus 5:17 says that if a person 

sins, even though he did not know it, he shall still bear his guilt. David 

understood this which is why he prayed and asked God to cleanse him from 

hidden faults (Psalm 19:12). Ignorance is not safety; truth is safety. Christ said 

the truth makes you free (John 8:32), but truth cuts before it heals and kills 

before it resurrects. 
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This is only the beginning. There is more to say about why people do not 

change, how grace becomes a trap, why feelings deceive, how sin attaches 

itself to the mind, and how the old self must be buried so that new life can rise. 

If you are breathing, you still have a chance to kill what is killing you and your 

relationship with God, so do not look away and get out of that cage.  

The Gospel of Christ teaches that love for God is proven only through 

obedience. Christ did not offer alternative expressions of love, emotional 

sentiment, or verbal affection as substitutes. He repeatedly tied love to doing 

what God the Father commands. From the Law to the Gospel, God defined 

love toward Him in one way: obey His voice. No verse presents any other 

method of showing love to God apart from obedience. 

 

Challenge Question 

Can anyone show one passage in Scripture where love for God is demonstrated 

in any other way apart from obedience? 
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1. SIN IS A MASTER, NOT A MISTAKE 

“Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the 

lusts thereof.”  Romans 6:12 

When Christ said that the sinner is the servant of sin, He was not speaking 

symbolically. He was describing a spiritual government. Sin is not just 

something a man does; it is something that rules him. Every time he yields, sin 

strengthens its throne. 

The person living outside the covenant of baptism and the indwelling of the 

Holy Ghost is under sin’s dominion by law. That is why moral improvement 

fails, because it tries to reform a slave without dethroning the master. The flesh 

may polish itself, but it cannot free itself. 

Consider Adam. He was not deceived by confusion; he was ruled by decision. 

When he obeyed the serpent instead of God, he transferred allegiance. From 

that moment, sin became the new ruler of man’s body. Humanity inherited a 

corrupted nature, one that resists God instinctively. 

Sin commands obedience the way a tyrant commands fear. Its authority is 

spiritual, not emotional. That is why no one escapes sin by promising to do 

better. Promises do not break covenants. Death does. You do not negotiate with 

a master who wants your soul. You fire him. Paul wrote, “He that is dead is 

freed from sin.” (Romans 6:7). Death to the old self is the only way the legal 

contract of sin is canceled. 

Modern religion softens this truth. It calls sin “struggle” and disobedience 

“weakness.” But the Word of God calls it bondage. To remain under sin after 

receiving truth is to live like Israel in Egypt, crying for deliverance while 

clinging to Pharaoh’s food. 

Until sin is dethroned, every prayer and every act of worship is done in a 

divided heart. A person cannot serve two masters. He will love one and hate the 

other. Christ does not share thrones, He replaces them. 

B3-C04-S04- "Righteousness and Holiness Obedience That God Recognizes“ 

explains that righteousness is not inherited but proven through obedience. “He 

that doeth righteousness is righteous.” (1 John 3:7). To remain under sin’s 

control while claiming salvation is to deny the very definition of righteousness. 
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In Summary 

John 8:34 “Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.” 

Sin is not just doing something wrong. It is a spiritual master that rules 

whoever obeys it. Every time a person gives in to sin, they strengthen that 

master’s control. 

 

Romans 6:16 “To whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye 

are.” Obedience shows who your real master is. 

 

1 John 3:8 “He that committeth sin is of the devil.” Sin proves alignment with 

darkness, not with God. 

 

James 4:4 “Friendship of the world is enmity with God.” You cannot serve 

both. 

 

Romans 6:23 “The wages of sin is death.” Sin always ends in separation from 

God. 

 

When Christ called sinners “servants,” He revealed a spiritual law. Sin is not a 

random weakness it is a government that owns whoever obeys it. 

Adam did not fall because of confusion; he fell because of allegiance. The 

moment he chose the serpent’s word over God’s, he transferred authority. 

Since that day, sin has ruled through the body’s desires and the mind’s pride. 

Moral discipline cannot free a slave; it only polishes his chains.  

 

Freedom begins only when the old master is dethroned. Again, Paul said, “He 

that is dead is freed from sin.” Death breaks ownership. That death happens 

when a person surrenders completely in the covenant, repentance, baptism, and 

the indwelling of the Holy Spirit or what some know as Spirit sealing. Until 

then, sin still has legal claim. 

Modern religion calls sin a “struggle” to avoid responsibility. But the Bible 

calls it bondage. People say, “I slipped,” but the truth is they bowed. 

Until sin loses its throne, no amount of worship, prayer, or emotion will make a 

person free. 
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B3-C04-S04- "Righteousness and Holiness Obedience That God Recognizes“ 

says, “He that doeth righteousness is righteous.” Righteousness is not inherited 

by belief; it is proven through obedience. 

A believer still ruled by sin is not walking in righteousness, he is serving two 

masters. 

In the end it is simple. Every morning a man reports to somebody. Two 

employees may live in the same house, but the one who reports to his master 

first shows who he truly serves. It is the same with God. When your eyes open, 

who gets your first loyalty? Do you report to hunger, scrolling, comfort, habit, 

or work? Or do you report to God? A servant does not ask what he feels like 

doing. He asks what his Master commands. If prayer is an afterthought, then 

God is not your Master, no matter what you say. The first voice you answer 

each morning exposes your true allegiance. God is not looking for talk. He is 

looking for obedience. Who did you report to first today? That answer tells 

Heaven everything. 
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2. THE FLESH LOVES SIN 

“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing.” Romans 

7:18 

“The carnal mind is enmity against God.” Romans 8:7 

The flesh is not an innocent victim. It is a willing partner of sin. It is hostile 

toward God. It does not need the devil’s help to rebel. It was born that way. 

 

Paul said plainly, “The good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would 

not, that I do.” (Romans 7:19). That confession was not weakness. It was 

recognition that sin lives in human nature. The flesh cannot be negotiated with, 

persuaded, or disciplined into holiness. It must be crucified. 

 

The flesh’s favorite argument is comfort. It convinces the believer that 

obedience can wait, that compromise is harmless, that feelings are truth. But 

feelings are not truth, they are flesh speaking with emotional voice. 

 

B2-C01-S08- “Why Feelings Cannot Be Trusted for Salvation” warns that 

“our feelings are influenced by ignorance and by Satan through other people.” 

The flesh listens to those voices because they make rebellion sound 

compassionate. The flesh whispers that “God understands and that He knows 

your heart.” Yes, He does, and that is the problem. Feelings are the doorway 

through which temptation speaks. 

 

Every sin begins with justification. Eve looked at the fruit, liked how it 

appeared, reasoned that it was good, and then acted. That is the cycle: 

attraction, reasoning, rebellion and finally death. The flesh always rationalizes 

before it rebels. 

 

B3-C03-S02-Letter “Called to be set apart - the chosen” reminds that holiness 

starts with separation. “Come out from among them, and be ye separate.” (2 

Corinthians 6:17). A believer cannot stay planted in the soil that feeds the 

flesh and expect fruit of the Spirit. God calls His people away from worldly 

influence so He can cleanse and fill them. You must change the environment 

that nourishes your weakness. 
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The flesh will never change its appetite. You cannot counsel the flesh. You 

have to crucify it. You must change its diet. Stop feeding it attention, 

entertainment, and excuses, and it will starve. But feed it indulgence, and it will 

rule you again. 

 

In Summary 

The flesh is not just weak; it’s corrupted by nature. It doesn’t need Satan’s help 

to rebel against God. It wants comfort, not holiness. 

 

Galatians 5:17 “The flesh lusteth against the Spirit.” Your two natures are 

always in conflict. 

 

Romans 13:14 “Make not provision for the flesh.” Don’t give it what it wants; 

starve its appetite. 

 

Ephesians 4:22 “Put off the old man.” You must actively reject the old nature. 

 

Colossians 3:5 “Mortify your members.” Sin dies when self is denied. 

 

The flesh is not an innocent part of you; it is the seat of rebellion. 

It argues for pleasure, justifies compromise, and resists surrender. 

It measures right and wrong by comfort instead of truth. 

Eve saw the fruit, liked how it looked, reasoned that it was “good,” and acted. 

Sin began not with a lie, but with a feeling. Desire gave birth to disobedience. 

That is the cycle every believer must recognize: attraction, reasoning, rebellion, 

death. 

 

Paul said nothing good lives in the flesh. Every decision that starts from 

emotion instead of conviction ends in spiritual loss. 

The flesh wants to feel right, not be right and that is why salvation requires 

crucifixion, not counseling. 
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B3-C05-S05- “Submission Living Under God’s Authority” says, “Submission 

is the proof of death to self.” When you yield to God completely, the voice of 

the flesh grows quiet. 

 

The flesh behaves like a spoiled child; it does not stop screaming until you start 

giving it candy. Every time you deny it, it gets weaker. Every time you 

compromise, it grows stronger. 

David’s fall began when he stayed home instead of going to battle. 

Sin always finds us when we stop fighting. 

 

Ask yourself daily: What have I fed more today, the Spirit or the flesh? 

Whatever you feed will rule. 

 

The flesh is not weak, it is wicked, which is why the only way to conquer it 

is crucifixion, not counseling. 
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3. THE MIND IS BLINDED 

“The god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not.” 2 

Corinthians 4:4 

Sin’s deadliest weapon is not temptation but blindness. The devil does not need 

to make you wicked. He only needs to make you unaware. Once the mind is 

blinded, sin no longer appears sinful. 

A blinded mind defends its own captivity. It calls evil good and good evil. It 

quotes half a verse to justify a whole sin. It uses grace as armor against 

conviction. This is why false doctrine thrives. Blindness makes deception feel 

like revelation. People sit under sermons that contradict Scripture and still 

shout “Amen.” They are not agreeing with truth, they are agreeing with 

comfort. 

Paul wrote that “they became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart 

was darkened.” (Romans 1:21). Darkness follows rejection of light. When 

truth is ignored, blindness is invited. Deception does not feel like danger, it 

feels like normal. Scripture shows that even hidden or unknown sin still counts 

before God. Leviticus 5:17 says that if a person sins, even though he did not 

know it, he shall still bear his iniquity. David prayed, Cleanse me from hidden 

faults (Psalm 19:12). Ignorance may lessen earthly consequences, but it does 

not erase guilt before a Holy God. When truth is provided and available and a 

person refuses to seek it, that ignorance becomes rebellion.  

 

Blindness also affects prayer. Many ask God for deliverance but resist the 

repentance required to receive it. They pray for freedom from addiction while 

keeping the source nearby. They ask for peace while refusing obedience. God 

does not answer rebellion dressed as prayer. 

Only revelation from the Holy Spirit can open blind minds. When the Spirit 

brings conviction, it is light piercing darkness. That moment is mercy, God 

giving sight before judgment. To reject conviction is to choose blindness 

willingly. 

 

B3-C04-S04- “Righteousness and Holiness Obedience That God Recognizes” 

adds, “Those who do not study cannot discern righteousness.” A neglected 

Bible and concordance guarantee a deceived heart. Those who do not study 

cannot discern righteousness.” 
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“But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this 

world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not.”  2 Corinthians 4:3-4 

 

In Summary 

People stay in sin because they can’t see truth. Their minds are not just 

confused, they’re spiritually blinded. Satan blocks understanding so they can 

keep feeling “fine” while walking toward destruction. 

 

Ephesians 4:18 “Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the 

life of God through the ignorance that is in them.” Ignorance is spiritual death. 

 

John 12:40 “He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart.” When truth 

is rejected, blindness increases.  

 

2 Thessalonians 2:10-11 “Because they received not the love of the truth… 

God shall send them strong delusion.” Refusing truth invites deception. 

 

Romans 1:21-22 “They became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish 

heart was darkened.” Pride blinds faster than ignorance. 

 

Blindness does not mean absence of information. Most people today have more 

access to Scripture than any generation before them, yet the blindness remains. 

That proves the problem today is not knowledge, but rejection. 

The devil blinds minds through comfort, pride, and half-truth. He teaches men 

to call rebellion “growth” and compromise “grace.” Once the lie feels right, 

they stop searching. 

The mind without the Spirit becomes its own god. It reasons away conviction, 

defends emotion, and protects habit. Paul said they are “ever learning, and 

never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 

Blindness grows in layers. First comes distraction, the heart stops paying 

attention. Then justification sin is renamed weakness. Finally comes delusion, 

evil begins to look holy. At that stage, even correction sounds like attack. 
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Truth must be proven, not assumed. A blind believer accepts anything that feels 

loving, even when it denies holiness. 

 

B3-C05-S05- “Submission Living Under God’s Authority” reminds us that 

humility is the only cure for blindness. Pride shuts the eyes; submission opens 

them. 

 

A man can stare at the sun and still claim it is night if he closes his eyes. 

The light never left; he just refused to see it. 

Every time the Spirit convicts and we say, “Not now,” another shade drops 

over our vision. 

Ask yourself: When was the last time correction changed me instead of 

offending me? 

That answer reveals whether the eyes of your heart are open or closing. 
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4. THE HEART GROWS HARD 

“He that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, 

and that without remedy.”  Proverbs 29:1 

Hardness of heart is not sudden. It is the result of repeated disobedience. Every 

time the Spirit convicts and we say, “not now,” a layer of callus forms over the 

conscience. 

At first, sin hurts. The heart trembles. The believer feels remorse. But if he 

keeps returning to it, conviction fades and excuses grow. Eventually he can sin, 

worship, and sleep the same night. That is the tragedy of a hardened heart. It 

loses its sensitivity to God. 

 

Emotion can deceive the hardened heart. Many mistake the absence of 

conviction for peace. But silence after disobedience is not approval. It is 

abandonment. When God stops speaking, judgment is near. 

Jeremiah wrote, “The heart is deceitful above all things.” (Jeremiah 17:9). 

Deceitful hearts pretend to be humble while hiding rebellion. They justify sin 

through emotion: “I just do not feel convicted about it.” But conviction is not 

measured by feelings. It is measured by truth. 

 

B2-C01-S08- “Why Feelings Cannot Be Trusted for Salvation” reminds, 

“Our feelings cannot be trusted, for they are constantly changing and easily 

influenced by sin and the world.” Feelings fluctuate; truth does not. 

 

When Pharaoh refused to release Israel, each plague hardened him further. God 

did not make his heart stone. Pharaoh did. Repeated resistance created 

permanent rebellion. 

The same danger confronts the modern church. When the Spirit corrects and 

the believer excuses, hardness follows. When sermons about holiness are 

replaced with messages about comfort, rebellion becomes religion. 

A tender heart trembles at God’s Word. A hardened heart edits it. 
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In Summary 

The more a person ignores conviction, the harder the heart becomes. 

Eventually they no longer feel guilt, only habit. At that point, sin is no longer 

resisted, it is justified. 

 

Hebrews 3:13 “Exhort one another daily… lest any of you be hardened 

through the deceitfulness of sin.” Sin numbs the conscience. 

 

Zechariah 7:12 “They made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should 

hear the law.” Hardness is a choice. 

 

Romans 2:5 “After thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto 

thyself wrath.” Every refusal builds judgment. 

 

Exodus 8:15 “When Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his 

heart.” Comfort always tempts us to relax conviction. 

 

The heart does not turn cold overnight. Each ignored warning adds another 

layer of callus. 

At first the Spirit convicts sharply, then softer and eventually not at all. Silence 

is not approval, it is a warning. That silence is the most fearful judgment a 

person can experience when God lets them go their way. 

Pharaoh saw miracle after miracle and still refused. His heart became stone 

because repentance became an inconvenience. The same danger faces every 

believer who explains away disobedience. 

Hardness disguises itself as strength. People say, “I’m just strong-minded,” but 

it is really resistance to correction. A soft heart weeps at truth. A hard heart 

argues with it. 

The more we explain our sin instead of confessing it, the less we hear God’s 

voice. 

 

B3-C04-S02- “Sanctification Being Made Holy by the Word and the Spirit” 

says, “Sanctification is the daily application of the cross.” That daily dying 

keeps the heart tender. Stop applying the cross and the heart thickens with self-

will. 
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B3-C04-S03- “Justification Being Cleared Before God” reminds that 

forgiveness removes guilt, but sanctification removes the desire to sin again. 

Without sanctification, the forgiven heart soon hardens once more. 

 

Think of a soldier’s hands soft at first, but calloused after long battle. 

Repetition builds resistance. 

The same happens with sin. The first lie hurts. The tenth doesn’t. 

When conviction no longer pierces, danger is near. 

If you can sin without sorrow, you need more than forgiveness you need 

breaking. 

Pray as David did: “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit 

within me.” (Psalm 51:10) 
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5. TAKING GOD’S GRACE FOR GRANTED 

“Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid.”  Romans 6:1–2 

“If we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there 

remaineth no more sacrifice for sins.”  Hebrews 10:26 

Grace is not a safety net for rebels. It is power for disciples. It does not erase 

consequence. It changes character. 

Many abuse grace because they confuse mercy with permission. They sin, 

repent verbally, and sin again, believing God’s kindness will excuse habitual 

rebellion. That is not repentance. That is mockery. 

Grace without obedience is counterfeit. It forgives what it never transforms. 

True grace teaches us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts (Titus 2:11–12). If 

your grace does not teach you, it cannot save you. 

 

The Danger of Emotional Grace (B2-C01-S08- “Why Feelings Cannot Be 

Trusted for Salvation”) 

“Modern churches have become concerts and shows.” When sermons comfort 

the flesh instead of crucifying it, grace becomes anesthetic, not antidote. People 

equate feeling loved with being right with God. But love without truth is 

flattery, and flattery never saved anyone. 

 

Judas is the perfect example of wasted grace. He walked with Christ, heard 

truth daily, yet never repented. He felt sorry but did not change. Remorse 

without repentance is emotion without transformation. 

True repentance is not weeping. It is turning. Grace that does not change 

behavior only soothes conscience. 

 

Presumed grace hardens the heart. Because judgment tarries, rebellion grows 

bolder. But the Word warns, “Do you despise the riches of His goodness and 

forbearance and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth 

thee to repentance?” (Romans 2:4). 

David fell, but he repented immediately. He did not hide his sin behind grace. 

He threw himself on it. Saul justified his disobedience and blamed the people. 

Grace cannot save the unbroken. 
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Grace is not freedom to sin. It is freedom from it. Those who treat grace as 

license have never truly received it. “Shall we continue in sin, that grace may 

abound? God forbid.”  Romans 6:1–2 

 

 

In Summary 

Grace is not permission to sin; it’s power to overcome it. 

When people take advantage of God’s mercy, they turn the cross into a 

loophole. 

Grace saves from sin, not in sin. 

 

Titus 2:11–12 “The grace of God… teaches us that, denying ungodliness and 

worldly lusts, we should live soberly.” True grace trains, it doesn’t tolerate. 

 

Hebrews 10:26–27 “If we sin wilfully after that we have received the 

knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins.” Willful 

rebellion cancels protection. 

 

Jude 1:4 “Ungodly men turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness.” 

Abused grace becomes deception. 

 

Romans 2:4–5 “Despisest thou the riches of His goodness… not knowing that 

the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?” Mercy is meant to bring 

change, not comfort. 

 

Grace is the most misunderstood gift in the church. 

It was never meant to excuse sin but to empower transformation. 

The same grace that forgave the adulterous woman also told her, “Go, and sin 

no more.” 

Forgiveness ended her guilt; grace redirected her walk. 

 

When believers rely on grace but reject obedience, they create a false gospel 

one that promises heaven while preserving hell’s habits. 

That is the spirit of religion without repentance. 

It preaches love but hides judgment, offers forgiveness but denies correction. 
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Grace is costly. It cost the blood of the only begotten Son of God. 

To use that blood as a safety net for repeated rebellion is to insult the very cross 

that shed it. 

 

Paul warned that continued willful sin after receiving knowledge of truth leads 

to judgment, not covering. 

Grace covers the repentant, not the resistant. 

 

B2-C01-S04 – “The Full Biblical Pattern of Salvation” makes this clear: 

grace is the entry point; obedience is the seal. 

Grace invites; obedience preserves. 

 

B3-C04-S01-Letter – “How much is God worth” adds, “The one who 

sacrifices nothing shows he esteems God lightly.” 

If grace never costs you your habits, you haven’t valued grace. 

 

Imagine a judge who cancels your sentence but tells you are never to return to 

crime. 

If you walk back into the same act the next day, the problem is not the judge 

it’s your heart. That’s what many believers do with grace. 

Grace is God’s open door. But if you use that door to walk back into sin, it 

becomes the same path that leads to judgment. 

 

Ask yourself: Has grace changed my lifestyle, or just relieved my guilt? 

If grace only brings relief, it’s being abused. 

If grace brings change, it’s real. 
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6. SIN HINDERS PRAYER AND THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

“If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.” Psalm 66:18 

“Your iniquities have separated between you and your God.” Isaiah 59:2 

Sin does not only wound conscience. It blocks communication. When sin is 

cherished, prayer becomes noise. Heaven hears repentance, not rebellion. 

God’s Word is direct. If sin lives in the heart, prayer cannot reach His ear. 

When the heart is divided, the Spirit withdraws His comfort and conviction 

until obedience returns. 

 

Sin Shuts Heaven’s Ears 

“He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be 

abomination.” Proverbs 28:9 

A person cannot pray effectively while ignoring the commandments of God. 

Many plead for answers, yet the heavens remain silent because obedience was 

left behind. God listens to repentance, but He will not partner with rebellion. 

Heaven does not answer prayers that defend the sin God commands you to kill. 

 

In Jeremiah’s day Israel cried out for deliverance while still burning incense to 

idols. God said, “Though they cry unto Me, I will not hear them.” Their prayers 

were not rejected for lack of faith but for lack of repentance. Scripture also 

states that God does not hear the prayers of sinners, but He listens to those who 

fear Him and obey His will. This reveals more than the usual claim that God 

does not hear those outside Christ. He is warning those who belong to Christ 

but refuse repentance, that choosing to continue in disobedience will only 

produce unheard prayers. Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if 

any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth. John 

9:31.  

“If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.” Psalm 66:18 

 

Sin turns prayer into self-deception. A person may kneel, weep, and confess yet 

remain unchanged. Prayer without obedience is performance. Obedience 

without prayer is pride. God will not answer prayers that protect the sin God’s 

Word commands you to crucify. Only the union of both reaches heaven. 
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Sin Grieves and Quenches the Spirit 

“Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 

redemption.” Ephesians 4:30 

“Quench not the Spirit.” 1 Thessalonians 5:19 

Sin not only breaks fellowship but also wounds the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is 

not an emotion. He is a Spirit. He is the very presence of God dwelling within 

the baptized believer. When sin is tolerated, He withholds His warmth, His fire, 

and His power. 

 

The Holy Spirit will not speak where rebellion speaks louder. When a believer 

entertains sin, conviction fades. The voice of truth becomes faint, and what 

once burned now feels cold. 

 

Samson illustrates this perfectly. He was anointed but careless. When he played 

with Delilah’s deception, he surrendered the secret of his strength. “He wist not 

that the Lord was departed from him.” He discovered too late that sin had 

silenced the Spirit. 

 

The same happens today. Believers grieve the Holy Spirit through pride, 

gossip, bitterness, or compromise. They still attend church, but the fire is gone. 

They still sing, but heaven is silent. 

 

The Righteous Man’s Prayer Breaks Through 

“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” James 5:16 

While sin silences prayer, righteousness strengthens it. God delights in the 

prayers of those who walk in obedience. The prayer of a righteous man is 

powerful not because he is flawless but because his heart is clean. 

When David repented, he said, “Then shall I teach transgressors Thy ways.”  

Restoration gave him back his voice before God and before men. 

 

When sin is confessed and forsaken, heaven opens again. When obedience 

replaces rebellion, the Spirit intercedes with power. “The Spirit itself maketh 

intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” (Romans 8:26). 

The same Spirit who convicts also empowers. The more sin dies, the stronger 

prayer lives. 
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When Heaven Is Silent 

B3-C03-S02-Letter “Called to be set apart - the chosen” explains that silence 

can be refinement, not rejection. Moses had the desert, Joseph the prison, 

David the pasture, and even Christ the wilderness. Every silence had purpose. 

God was shaping faith, not ignoring it. 

Sometimes unanswered prayer is the mercy of God testing obedience. If He 

answered too soon, pride would return. If He remained silent too long, 

desperation would produce surrender. Silence exposes the heart’s loyalty. 

“For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth.” Hebrews 12:6 

If the answer delays, it may mean the Lord is still refining the vessel that will 

carry it. 

 

In Summary 

When sin is allowed to live in the heart, prayer becomes powerless. God listens 

to repentance, not rebellion. A person cannot pray for blessings while 

protecting the sin that blocks them. 

 

Isaiah 59:2 “Your iniquities have separated between you and your God.” Sin 

builds walls that prayer cannot climb. 

 

Proverbs 28:9 “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his 

prayer shall be abomination.” Ignoring God’s commands makes prayer 

offensive instead of effective. 

 

James 5:16 “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” 

Clean obedient hearts carry authority before heaven. 

 

1 Peter 3:12 “The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and His ears are 

open unto their prayers.” Obedience opens God’s ear. 

 

Sin does more than disappoint God, it interrupts communication. 

When rebellion hides in the heart, even the most passionate words fall flat. 

Many cry out for deliverance but never deal with disobedience. They want 

answers without repentance. 

The moment we choose sin, we choose silence. 
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It is not that God cannot hear; it is that He will not hear what contradicts His 

holiness. 

He listens to repentance because repentance aligns with His will. 

The same principle appears throughout Scripture. 

Israel prayed for rescue while still serving idols, and God said, “Though they 

cry unto Me, I will not hear them.” (Jeremiah 11:11). 

Their prayers were full of noise but empty of surrender. 

When the heart is right, even a whisper moves heaven. 

When the heart is wrong, even loud prayer hits the ceiling. 

The righteous are not perfect people; they are obedient people. 

Their obedience gives their prayer weight because heaven recognizes its own 

authority speaking through them. 

 

B3-C04-S04- "Righteousness and Holiness Obedience That God Recognizes“ 

teaches that righteousness is visible through obedience. 

That same obedience empowers prayer. 

 

B3-C05-S05- “Submission Living Under God’s Authority” explains that 

submission to God creates resistance to Satan. 

Prayer backed by submission breaks through because it carries no rebellion 

within it. 

 

Imagine trying to make a phone call while standing inside a bank vault where 

no signal gets through. 

Sin works the same way; it blocks the line between heaven and your heart. 

Remove the blockage, and connection returns immediately. 

 

Ask yourself: When I pray, do I confess or defend? 

One opens heaven; the other keeps it closed. 
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7. SIN LEADS TO DEATH 

“The wages of sin is death.” Romans 6:23 

“Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” James 1:15 

Sin always pays its workers in the same currency, death. The problem is that its 

payment plan is slow. When judgment does not fall immediately, men mistake 

mercy for approval. They sin again, unpunished, and assume the debt is 

canceled. But sin is a loan shark. It adds interest while you sleep. 

 

Spiritual death begins long before the body dies. Conviction fades, the Word 

loses flavor, worship feels empty, and prayer grows silent. The soul is still 

breathing, but God’s breath is gone. That is death in progress. 

 

Adam did not drop dead the day he ate the fruit. Delay is mercy, not approval. 

He lived centuries after, but the Spirit departed that day. He was separated from 

the presence of God, and that separation is what Scripture calls death. 

People today repeat Adam’s pattern. They break God’s law, feel no immediate 

consequence, and continue. But like Eve, they forget that the death God warned 

of was spiritual before it was physical. 

 

The Two Paths B3-C06-S01- The Way of Life “A Transformed Pattern of 

Living” and B4-C06-S01- “The Ways of Death” 

Life and death are not locations. They are lifestyles. The way of life is 

submission to the Spirit. The way of death is service to the flesh. “Be not 

conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 

(Romans 12:2). 

 

The fruit of life is love, joy, peace, and righteousness (Galatians 5:22–23). The 

fruit of death is lust, envy, strife, and pride (Galatians 5:19–21). “There is a 

way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of 

death.” (Proverbs 14:12). 
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David understood this when he cried, “Restore unto me the joy of Thy 

salvation.” His sin with Bathsheba had killed his joy long before it threatened 

his throne. He was alive in body but dead in communion. Only repentance 

revived him. 

Judgment delays because God is merciful, but mercy has an expiration date. 

When mercy ends, justice begins. 

 

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ 

our Lord.” Romans 6:23 

 

In Summary 

Sin always pays its workers. The paycheck is death; spiritual first, physical 

later, and eternal if never repented of. Every time we sin, we’re cashing a 

payment from the wrong master. 

 

James 1:15 “When lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is 

finished, bringeth forth death.” Sin begins in desire and ends in destruction. 

 

Ezekiel 18:20 “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” Death is the automatic law 

of rebellion. 

 

Romans 8:13 “If ye live after the flesh, ye shall die.” The end of a flesh-led 

life is separation from God. 

 

Proverbs 14:12 “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end 

thereof are the ways of death.” Deception feels safe until it kills. 

 

Sin’s promise is always short-term pleasure followed by long-term loss. It 

feeds the flesh while starving the spirit. Its language is always the same: “You 

will not surely die.” That was the serpent’s first lie, and it’s still the one most 

people believe. 

Adam and Eve didn’t drop dead the day they sinned, but something far worse 

happened, spiritual death. Separation entered. The connection with God broke. 
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Their bodies kept breathing, but their spirits went dark. That’s what happens to 

everyone who sins willfully. You keep walking, but you walk without light. 

 

Death from sin shows up in three stages: 

1. Spiritual death is immediate separation from God’s presence. 

2. Physical death is the eventual decay of the body. 

3. Eternal death is the final judgment for those who refuse repentance before 

baptism and change after their baptism. 

God’s mercy delays judgment to give us time to repent, but delay is not 

approval. The longer sin lives, the stronger death’s grip becomes. 

 

B3-C06-S01- “The Way of Life A Transformed Pattern of Living” teaches 

that there are only two roads: one leads to life, one to death. 

The road of death is broad because it accepts excuses. The road of life is 

narrow because it demands obedience. 

 

B4-C06-S01- “The Ways of Death” warns that “the path of rebellion often 

feels spiritual.” A person can attend church, quote Scripture, and still walk the 

way of death if obedience is missing. 

 

Sin works like poison; it rarely kills instantly. It numbs, spreads, and deceives 

the victim into thinking they’re fine. 

Some think, “If God was angry, He’d have punished me by now.” But the 

absence of punishment is not approval. It’s mercy giving time to turn around. 

 

Ask yourself: Do I mistake God’s patience for permission? 

If so, you are already standing in death’s shadow. Repent and change before 

that shadow becomes a permanent night. 
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8. ONLY DEATH TO SELF BREAKS SIN 

“They that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.” 

Galatians 5:24 

“I die daily.” 1 Corinthians 15:31 

The cross is not just Christ’s path. It is ours. Salvation does not polish the old 

man. It buries him. Sin cannot be managed by discipline or suppressed by fear. 

It must be crucified. 

 

Water baptism is not a ceremony. It is a death certificate. It buries the old 

nature and legally removes sin’s authority. Those who have not died to self 

through this covenant still belong to their old master by law. 

Self must die daily. God will not resurrect you in newness in life when you 

refuse to bury the old man. Obedience begins now, transformation continues 

daily. The first decision is immediate. The proof is ongoing, choice by choice, 

as the Spirit trains you to walk in the new life. The moment you stop denying 

the flesh, the old self resurrects. That is why Paul said, “I die daily.” Death to 

self is not a one-time event but a daily execution of the will. 

 

Enduring the Fire that Purifies  

“For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth.” (Hebrews 12:6–8). Correction 

proves sonship. Those who endure the fire are being refined, not rejected. 

Christ endured the cross until “It is finished.” Paul endured until he could say, 

“I have kept the faith.” Endurance is the proof of ownership. Sons endure, 

servants quit. 

 

The rich young ruler walked away because he would not die to possessions. He 

obeyed law but refused surrender. Sin survived in the corner he would not 

yield. God asked for the one thing he loved most to show him that self was still 

alive. He chose comfort over crucifixion. 

 

Death to self hurts because flesh dies screaming. But every time you say no to 

sin, you nail another part of the old man to the cross. Every time you obey 

when you do not feel like it, you strike another blow to self-rule. Holiness is 

not achieved by effort. It is maintained by execution. 
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B3-C04-S02- “Sanctification Being Made Holy by the Word and the Spirit” 

confirms that sanctification is the daily application of the cross. It is separation 

from what defiles and dedication to what pleases God. A person cannot claim 

to be sanctified if sin still rules his choices. 

B3-C05-S05- “Submission Living Under God’s Authority” adds that 

submission is the proof of death to self. A believer cannot walk in the Spirit 

while resisting the authority of God’s Word. When pride dies, obedience lives. 

“And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and 

lusts.” Galatians 5:24 

 

In Summary 

To follow Christ means putting the old desires to death. You can’t serve God 

and pamper sin at the same time. Crucifixion is painful but doing it ends the 

flesh’s rule and starts the Spirit’s reign. 

 

Luke 9:23 “If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up 

his cross daily.” Crucifixion is a daily decision, not a one-time prayer. 

 

Romans 8:13 “If ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye 

shall live.” Killing sin gives life. 

 

Colossians 3:5 “Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth.” 

Starve sin’s instruments. 

 

2 Timothy 2:11 “If we be dead with Him, we shall also live with Him.” 

Resurrection comes only after death. 

 

Crucifixion hurts because something is hurting your will. The flesh will always 

resist surrender. It wants to be indulged, not nailed down. 

But crucifixion is not God’s cruelty it’s His mercy. He doesn’t kill you to 

destroy you. He kills the old so the new can live. 

Paul said, “I die daily.” Not once, but every day. 

Every time you choose holiness over habit, truth over comfort, you are driving 

another nail into the flesh. That’s what proves you belong to Christ. 
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Many believers love the idea of salvation but fear crucifixion. They want 

resurrection without the grave. But the Spirit will not raise what flesh refuses to 

bury. 

The cross is not a decoration or a church symbol it is an execution site. It is 

where the old man’s voice finally goes silent. 

 

B3-C04-S02- “Sanctification Being Made Holy by the Word and the Spirit” 

explains, “Sanctification is the daily application of the cross.” 

That means crucifixion is not a tragedy, it’s transformation. Every time you 

obey God when your feelings disagree, you are sanctified again. 

 

B3-C05-S05- “Submission Living Under God’s Authority” teaches, 

“Submission is the proof of death to self.” 

A dead man doesn’t argue. The more you argue with God, the more alive your 

flesh still is. 

Crucifixion silences debate and creates obedience. 

 

Imagine going through a city carrying a cross that is heavy, humiliating, and 

slow. Every step is public surrender. That’s what real discipleship looks like. 

It is not glamorous. It’s costly. But on the other side of crucifixion is power. 

If you still feed what God told you to crucify, you will stay weak. 

If you crucify what He told you to kill, you will walk in victory. 

Ask yourself: What part of me still resists the nails? 

That is the area the Spirit is asking to die today. 
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9. THE COVENANT CONNECTION - HOW SIN IS FINALLY 

BROKEN 

“Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Christ were baptized 

into his death?” Romans 6:3 

“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Christ for the 

remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:38 

Sin is not broken by emotion, tears, or determination. It is broken by covenant. 

The covenant of salvation has three pillars that no shortcut can replace: 

repentance, baptism, and Spirit sealing. 

 

Repentance - The Turning of Allegiance 

Repentance is not simply feeling sorry. It is a complete change of government. 

It breaks fellowship with rebellion and invites the reign of righteousness. John 

the Baptist said, “Bring forth fruits meet for repentance.” True repentance is 

visible. 

Confession acknowledges guilt. Repentance surrenders it. 

 

Baptism - The Burial of the Old Nature 

Baptism is not symbolic. It is the legal burial of the old man. When buried in 

the true Name of Christ, the blood shed at Calvary is applied spiritually in that 

act. This is the moment sin loses legal ownership. 

Paul wrote, “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death.” Romans 

6:4). Baptism is the covenant seal that completely removes the record of sin 

and washes the conscience. 

When the world changed the Name of Christ, it changed the authority. If the 

Name invoked is not the one heaven approved, remission does not occur. 

Without remission, the Spirit will not seal. 

 

B3-C04-S03- “Justification Being Cleared Before God” confirms that 

justification removes guilt, sanctification removes desire, and righteousness 

proves both are genuine. 

 

http://www.zionsroar.org/


Zion’s Roar Holy Spirit Ministry 
                                                                 www.ZionsRoar.org                         Rev 12/24/2025.  Pg. 42 

(918) 814-1593 

 

 

The Holy Spirit - The Seal of Ownership 

“If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” Romans 8:9 

The Holy Spirit is proof of ownership. He convicts, corrects, and empowers. 

He guides into all truth and gives power over sin. Without the Spirit, religion 

becomes effort. With the Spirit, obedience becomes nature. 

The Spirit cannot dwell in a house still ruled by the old tenant. Sin must be 

removed first or His presence will not remain. That is why the Spirit comes 

after remission. He seals what the blood has cleansed. 

 

B3-C04-S02- “Sanctification Being Made Holy by the Word and the Spirit” 

explains that sanctification is the daily deepening of this covenant, the 

continued cleansing of every part still resisting His rule. 

 

The Covenant Chain Restored 

Repentance breaks allegiance. Baptism buries the old. The Spirit resurrects the 

new. This is why Peter declared repentance, baptism in the Name of Christ for 

remission, and then the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). Remission is not a 

feeling. It is a covenant act with legal effect before heaven that God Himself 

gives to us (2 Timothy 2:25, Acts 11:18). The seal by baptism follows the 

cleansing. Together they restore the covenant chain that Adam broke. The 

believer now walks under new ownership. Sin may tempt, but it cannot 

command. Salvation is now legal. Transformation is now relational. 

This is the covenant Christ established with His blood. When men attempt 

salvation without covenant, they create religion without regeneration. 

 

B3-C04-S04- "Righteousness and Holiness Obedience That God Recognizes“ 

add that righteousness begins when the justified walk in sanctified obedience. 

Justification without holiness is incomplete. 

“Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Christ were baptized 

into His death?” Romans 6:3 

“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Christ for the 

remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:38 
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In Summary 

Sin is not defeated by emotion or effort but by covenant. 

The covenant of salvation has three pillars repentance, baptism, and Spirit 

sealing. Together they transfer ownership from death to life. 

 

Acts 3:19 “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted 

out.” Repentance starts the cleansing. 

 

Romans 6:4 “We are buried with Him by baptism into death… that we also 

should walk in newness of life.” Baptism buries the old nature. 

 

1 Peter 3:21 “Baptism doth also now save us… by the answer of a good 

conscience toward God.” It is a covenant act, not ceremony. 

 

Ephesians 1:13 “After that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of 

promise.” The Spirit confirms ownership. 

 

Sin is broken only through the covenant that God Himself established. 

Human promises, tears, or resolutions cannot cancel the legal claim of death. 

Only the blood covenant of Christ can. 

 

Repentance is more than regret it is a transfer of allegiance. It renounces the 

old master. The person who keeps sin as an option has not repented. 

 

Baptism is burial. The old nature dies, and the conscience is washed. The water 

itself holds no power; the authority of the true Name of Christ does. 

When heaven’s Name is invoked, remission is granted. When man’s substitutes 

are used, authority is lost. That is why the apostles baptized in the true Name of 

the Son, not in titles. 
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The Holy Spirit seals what the blood has cleansed. He is the living proof that 

ownership has changed. Without the Spirit, the believer has forgiveness 

without power; with Him, obedience becomes the new instinct. 

 

 

Repentance breaks allegiance, Baptism buries the old and the Spirit resurrects 

the new. 

That chain Repent, Bury, Receive is the covenant connection that ends sin’s 

dominion. 

 

B2-C01-S04 – “The Full Biblical Pattern of Salvation” proves that remission, 

not belief alone, seals salvation. 

 

B3-C04-S03- “Justification Being Cleared Before God” states that 

justification removes guilt, while B3-C04-S02- “Sanctification Being Made 

Holy by the Word and the Spirit” shows that the Spirit continues cleansing 

afterward. 

 

B3-C04-S04- "Righteousness and Holiness Obedience That God Recognizes“ 

explains that righteousness begins when the justified walk in obedience. 

 

Think of a person buying a house; Repentance is signing the decision to move. 

Baptism is turning in the old keys and walking away from your old home. 

The Holy Spirit is receiving the deed to the new home. 

Only after all three are complete can you truly say, “I live here now; This is my 

new me.” 

 

Ask yourself: Have I entered the covenant, or am I still visiting faith on 

weekends? 

If sin still reigns, ownership hasn’t changed. 
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10. VICTORY COMES ONLY THROUGH THE SPIRIT 

“Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” Galatians 5:16 

The Spirit is not an influence that helps us behave. He is a Person who takes 

command. When He leads, the flesh loses control. 

Trying to defeat sin without the Spirit is like trying to breathe under water. You 

can hold out for a while, but you will drown. The Spirit gives oxygen to 

obedience. 

 

When the Spirit fills a believer, the appetite changes. What once attracted now 

disgusts. That is how you know deliverance is real, not because you stopped 

sinning from fear, but because you lost the taste for it. 

The disciples proved this. Before Pentecost, they fled from persecution. After 

the Spirit came, they embraced it with joy. The Spirit did not make them 

perfect. He made them powerful. Where they once hid, they now spoke boldly. 

Without the Spirit, religion is performance. With the Spirit, obedience becomes 

pleasure. The Spirit does not merely help us avoid sin. He replaces our nature 

with Christ’s. The Spirit never does your obedience for you. He empowers you 

to do it.  

 

Those who fail constantly are usually trying to fight spiritual battles with 

fleshly discipline. The Spirit gives power, but He will not obey for you. You 

must act. If you through the Spirit put to death the deeds of the body, you will 

live (Romans 8:13). Waiting without obedience is unbelief. The Spirit 

empowers obedience, but you must pick up the sword and strike. They pray for 

victory but refuse surrender. The Spirit cannot empower what He does not own. 

 

Samson is the warning. He was anointed yet disobedient. He played with sin 

until the Spirit departed and he “wist not that the Lord was departed from him.” 

(Judges 16:20). Strength without obedience ends in bondage. 

To walk in the Spirit is to surrender every decision to His voice. He does not 

drive. He leads. He does not yell. He whispers. Victory belongs to those who 

follow the whisper over the crowd. 
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B3-C05-S05- “Submission Living Under God’s Authority” reinforces this 

truth. Submission and walking in the Spirit are inseparable. Resistance silences 

His leading. 

“Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” Galatians 5:16 

 

In Summary 

The Holy Spirit is not a feeling but the power to overcome. Victory doesn’t 

come from willpower or discipline, but from surrender. When the Spirit leads, 

sin loses authority. 

 

Romans 8:2 “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ hath made me free from the 

law of sin and death.” The Spirit replaces the old law that once ruled you. 

 

Romans 8:13-14 “If ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye 

shall live.” The Spirit kills what flesh keeps alive. 

 

John 16:13 “He will guide you into all truth.” Victory depends on direction, 

not emotion. 

 

Zechariah 4:6 “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord.” 

Human strength fails where the Spirit succeeds. 

 

The Spirit is not a helper for the strong; He is life for the dead. 

The same power that raised Christ from the tomb now lives in every believer 

who has been sealed, and where the flesh says, “I can’t stop,” the Spirit says, “I 

already conquered.” 

Victory begins when the believer stops trying to fight sin with emotion and 

starts walking by direction, because the Spirit does not argue with sin; He 

displaces it. When He fills the house, darkness has no room to stay. 

 

The moment the Spirit came upon the apostles, fear disappeared. 

Peter, who once denied Christ, stood before thousands proclaiming truth. 

That transformation didn’t come from courage; it came from indwelling. 
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Walking in the Spirit means consulting Him before responding, listening before 

speaking, obeying before understanding. 

The more you obey, the stronger His voice becomes. 

Ignore Him often enough, and conviction grows faint. 

 

B3-C04-S03- “Justification Being Cleared Before God” teaches that 

justification removes guilt, but B3-C04-S02- “Sanctification Being Made 

Holy by the Word and the Spirit” adds that the Spirit removes desire. 

That is the pattern of victory: justification declares you clean, sanctification 

keeps you clean. 

 

B3-C05-S05- “Submission Living Under God’s Authority” reminds that 

surrender unlocks strength; resistance shuts heaven’s flow. 

 

A light switch doesn’t argue with darkness it simply turns on. 

The Spirit works the same way. 

Stop wrestling in shadows and turn on the light through obedience. 

 

Ask yourself: Am I trying to overcome sin by my own effort, or am I allowing 

the Spirit to guide and empower me? 

If I keep falling into the same failures, that means I’m fighting in the flesh 

instead of walking in the Spirit. The Spirit never loses a battle that the flesh 

cannot win. 
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11. THE WORK OF DELIVERANCE, DOING WHAT GRACE 

COMMANDS 

“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God which 

worketh in you.” (Philippians 2:12–13) 

 

Grace is power, not permission. God supplies the power, you supply the 

obedience. Strength against sin grows through practiced resistance, not talk. 

 

 Philippians 2:12–13, God works in you to will and to do, so you must work it 

out. 

 1 Corinthians 9:27, I keep your body under control, or else you will be a 

castaway. 

 Titus 2:11–12, Grace teaches us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts. 

 Romans 13:14, Make no provision for the flesh. 

 Matthew 5:29–30, If your eye or hand causes you to sin, cut it off. 

 Proverbs 4:23, Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it are the issues 

of life. 

 Romans 12:2, Be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

 

1. The Principle 

Grace is empowerment that still demands participation. Spiritual muscle grows 

the same way physical muscle grows, through consistent resistance against the 

weight of temptation. 

 

2. Psychological strategies for breaking sin patterns 

A. Identify the trigger chain 

Every fall has a pattern, thought, emotion, place, action. Write when, where, 

with whom, and what lie you believed. Seeing the cycle early breaks deception. 

 

B. Replace, do not just remove 

The mind does not erase habits, it replaces them. Replace lust with service or 

creative work. Replace anger with an immediate reset, step outside, breathe 

slowly, speak one verse aloud. Replace laziness with scheduled goals that fill 

idle time. 

C. Accountability systems 
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Confess to God for cleansing, and to a faithful person for guarding. Choose one 

person who asks hard questions and expects exact answers. Track days of 

victory and relapse. Grace strengthens accountability. God will give strength, 

but He will not make your choices. 

 

D. Mental reprogramming 

Renew the mind daily. Read and say aloud verses that strike your weakness. 

Visualize obedience before temptation arrives so victory is rehearsed, not 

improvised. 

 

3) Physical and environmental disciplines 

A. Cut off the source 

Delete apps, block sites, change routes, change rooms, change companions. 

This is not legalism, it is survival. 

 

B. Body alignment 

A neglected body invites stronger temptation. Keep steady sleep, daily 

movement, clean food, water. A disciplined body supports a disciplined spirit. 

 

C. The substitute habit 

When the urge hits, act at once with a pre chosen good action, ten minute walk, 

twenty push ups, read one Psalm aloud, journal a two minute prayer. Train the 

brain to pair temptation with godly action. 

 

4) Spiritual reinforcement 

A. Fasting 

Fasting trains mastery over appetite, which spills into other desires. 

 

B. Daily confession and reset 

Nightly three-minute audit, where did I obey, where did I compromise, what 

will I do differently tomorrow. Repent fast, plan clear. 

 

 

 

C. Guard the first hour 
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First hour, no phone, no noise. Word, prayer, and a simple plan. Set three 

obedience tasks that oppose your weakness. 

 

5) The principle of momentum 

Every victory builds confidence; every relapse builds humility. Both can serve 

holiness if you respond with repentance and renewed discipline. The Spirit 

sanctifies, the flesh still must be trained. “I discipline my body and bring it 

under control.” (1 Corinthians 9:27) 

 

B3-C04-S02- “Sanctification Being Made Holy by the Word and the Spirit” 

daily cross applied. B3-C05-S05- “Submission Living Under God’s 

Authority”, surrender proves death to self. B3-C04-S04- “Righteousness and 

Holiness Obedience That God Recognizes” obedience is the proof of life. This 

section turns those doctrines into daily practice. 

 

An alcoholic does not only pray, he avoids the bar, calls his sponsor, changes 

his friends, and shows up to meetings. In the same way, a believer does not 

only pray, he cuts off provision, reports to accountability, and shows up to the 

battle every day.  

Ask yourself, what have I removed, what have I replaced, who can question 

me, and what is my plan for the next temptation. Your answers are your path to 

freedom. 
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12. LIVING BY FAITH, NOT BY FEELING 

“For we walk by faith, not by sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7 

Faith lives on obedience. Feelings live on comfort. The believer must learn to 

obey when emotions protest. 

 

When God speaks, faith responds even when the heart trembles. Feelings ask 

for proof. Faith acts because it trusts the One who spoke. 

Abraham left his homeland without a map. Noah built an ark without a 

forecast. Both obeyed because faith sees the invisible. Feeling would have 

waited for evidence. 

 

The modern church often mistakes emotion for faith. Worship that moves the 

heart but does not move the will accomplishes nothing. The Spirit is not 

measured by goosebumps but by obedience. 

 

B2-C01-S08- “Why Feelings Cannot Be Trusted for Salvation” teaches that 

“when God says, ‘Do this,’ you do it no matter how you feel about it.” That is 

true discipleship. Faith is action anchored in revelation, not reaction driven by 

emotion. 

 

Christ modeled this in Gethsemane. His soul was sorrowful even unto death, 

yet He said, “Nevertheless not My will, but Thine be done.” Feeling cried for 

relief. Faith chose the cross. 

 

B3-C04-S01-Letter – “How much is God worth” reinforces this truth: a 

person’s obedience shows how much they truly value God. Those who sacrifice 

nothing reveal that they esteem Him lightly. Those who surrender everything 

prove His worth. Sin endures when God’s worth is undervalued. Faith endures 

when He becomes priceless. 

To live by faith is to remain steady when sight is dark. Feelings fluctuate, but 

truth stands firm. The one who walks by faith remains consistent when 

circumstances collapse. Feelings follow obedience. They do not lead it. 

“For we walk by faith, not by sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7 
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In Summary 

Faith moves when feelings freeze. 

God calls us to obey what we know, not what we feel. 

Feelings shift; truth always stands firm. 

 

Hebrews 11:1 “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 

things not seen.” Faith sees before sight. 

 

Romans 10:17 “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

Faith is built by truth, not emotion. 

 

Habakkuk 2:4 “The just shall live by his faith.” Faith is a lifestyle, not an 

emergency tool. 

 

James 2:26 “Faith without works is dead.” Belief must act to stay alive. 

 

Feelings are powerful but unreliable, they rise with comfort and fall with 

pressure. Faith, on the other hand, stands when feelings collapse. 

 

When Abraham left his homeland, he had no roadmap. 

When Noah built the ark, there was no rain. 

When Daniel entered the lions’ den, there was no rescue plan. 

Each walked by faith, not by sight. 

 

Modern believers often wait to “feel” close to God before obeying. 

But faith is not about feeling spiritual; it is about trusting when everything 

looks silent. 

 

True faith obeys first and understands later. 

Christ in Gethsemane felt sorrow, not excitement, yet He said, “Not My will, 

but Thine be done.” 
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Faith chooses the cross even when the flesh feels fear, because the Spirit 

strengthens faith through obedience. 

Every act of trust grows your capacity to walk without proof. 

Faith feeds on obedience, while feelings feed on comfort. 

 

B2-C01-S08- “Why Feelings Cannot Be Trusted for Salvation” reminds that 

emotions are easily manipulated by Satan or circumstance. 

Faith must govern feelings, not the other way around. 

B3-C04-S01-Letter – “How much is God worth” adds that real faith proves 

value. 

If God’s worth is priceless to you, obedience will not depend on how you feel. 

 

When a pilot flies through clouds, he cannot trust his senses he trusts his 

instruments. Faith is the believer’s instrument panel. 

Ignore it, and you crash; trust it, and you reach destination safely. 

 

Ask yourself: Do I obey only when I feel inspired, or even when I feel 

nothing? 

Faith that moves without feeling is mature faith. 
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13. THE FINAL CONTRAST - THE WAYS OF LIFE AND DEATH 

“See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil.” 

Deuteronomy 30:15 

There are only two ways, the way of life and the way of death. Every decision 

aligns us with one or the other. There is no neutral road. 

The way of life is obedience, humility, and surrender. It is the narrow path that 

few find because it requires death to self. The way of death is disobedience, 

pride, and compromise. It is the wide road that most prefer because it requires 

nothing. 

“Enter ye in at the strait gate, for wide is the gate, and broad is the way that 

leadeth to destruction.” Matthew 7:13-14 

 

B3-C06-S01- The Way of Life “A Transformed Pattern of Living” and B4-

C06-S01- “The Ways of Death” explain this division clearly. Life is produced 

when the Spirit rules the will. Death begins when the flesh reclaims the throne. 

 

Adam chose death by preference. Cain by jealousy. Saul by pride. Judas by 

guilt without repentance. Each walked willingly into destruction. 

The rich young ruler was invited to life but declined. He could keep law but not 

lose self. His possessions were his god, and when Christ asked for them, he 

grieved. He wanted eternal life while staying alive to self. That path always 

ends in death. 

David chose life by repentance. Peter chose life by brokenness. Both failed 

greatly, but both turned quickly. The difference between life and death is not 

failure, it is response. Sin is not measured by what you did. It is measured by 

what you kept choosing. The heart that repents lives. The heart that justifies 

itself dies. 

Those who endure correction now will escape condemnation later. The fire that 

purifies the obedient will consume the rebellious. The same truth that saves the 

humble will judge the proud. 

Every believer must choose daily which road to walk. Each choice either 

strengthens the covenant or weakens it. The flesh will always invite you to the 

easy road, but the Spirit whispers toward the narrow one. The cross is heavy, 

but it leads home. 

http://www.zionsroar.org/


Zion’s Roar Holy Spirit Ministry 
                                                                 www.ZionsRoar.org                         Rev 12/24/2025.  Pg. 58 

(918) 814-1593 

 

“See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil.” 

Deuteronomy 30:15 

 

In Summary 

There are only two roads: life or death. Every choice, attitude, and obedience 

places you on one or the other. There is no neutral ground silence counts as a 

choice. 

 

Matthew 7:13–14 “Wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 

destruction… narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life.” 

Few choose the narrow path because it requires dying to self. 

 

Romans 8:6 “To be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is 

life and peace.” 

Your mindset determines your destiny. 

 

John 3:36 “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life… he that 

believeth not shall not see life.” 

Faith obeyed leads to life; faith ignored ends in death. 

 

Romans 6:23 “The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life.” 

Sin pays in death; obedience receives life as gift. 

 

The road to life begins where pride ends. 

Every person is born on the wide road because the flesh loves comfort and the 

world approves compromise. The Spirit calls us out of that road through 

conviction, repentance, and obedience. 

The narrow way looks hard because it costs everything. Yet it is the only way 

that actually leads somewhere. The broad road feels easy because it asks for 

nothing, but it leads to destruction. 

From Adam forward, every person has faced this same crossroads. 

Adam chose the path of death through one act of willful disobedience. 

Abel chose the path of life by offering what God required. 

Cain chose death by offering what pleased himself. 
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The pattern has not changed. Obedience brings life. Disobedience produces 

death. Life and death are not just future destinations they are present 

conditions. 

When you walk in the Spirit, you live even in trial. When you walk in sin, you 

die even while breathing. 

 

B3-C06-S01- “The Way of Life A Transformed Pattern of Living” describes 

life as “the reward of obedience that produces peace.” 

B4-C06-S01- “The Ways of Death” teaches that “death begins in the heart 

before it appears in the body.” 

These two studies confirm that life and death are spiritual currents, not simply 

outcomes. You are either moving toward light or sliding toward darkness right 

now. 

 

Judas and Peter both failed Christ. 

One repented and found life. 

The other justified his guilt and found death. 

The difference was not the sin, but the response. 

Ask yourself: When conviction comes, do I hide or humble myself? 

That answer reveals which road you are on today. 
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14. FINAL EXHORTATION - THE CALL TO ENDURANCE AND 

HOLINESS 

“He that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” Matthew 24:13 

“Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the 

Lord.” Hebrews 12:14 

The walk of salvation is endurance under pressure. The one who finishes is the 

one who refuses to quit when correction hurts. Holiness is not achieved in one 

decision but proven through a lifetime of surrender. 

 

Endurance Proves Identity 

Endurance separates servants from sons. The servant obeys when convenient. 

The son obeys because he belongs. Every testing season proves that God has 

claimed you as His own. 

“My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord.” Hebrews 12:5 

If life feels like fire, remember that gold is not destroyed by heat, only purified 

by it. 

 

Holiness is The Fruit of a Cleansed Heart 

Holiness is not isolation from people but separation from sin. It is humility in 

obedience. Holiness is the visible expression of the invisible covenant. 

Peter wrote, “Be ye holy in all manner of conversation.” Holiness touches 

speech, decisions, relationships, and attitude. It is not perfection but direction. 

 

B3-C04-S02- “Sanctification Being Made Holy by the Word and the Spirit” 

reminds that sanctification is progressive cleansing. Each victory over sin is 

another step toward holiness. The more you surrender, the more you are 

sanctified. 

 

Submission is The Heart of Holiness 

B3-C05-S05- “Submission Living Under God’s Authority” declares that 

submission and holiness are inseparable. To submit is to surrender your will. 

To be holy is to live that surrender. Rebellion destroys both. “Submit 

yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” 

(James 4:7). 
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The Spirit’s Warning 

“Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” 1 Corinthians 10:12 

Pride convinces the believer that correction is for others. The Spirit warns 

because the fall of pride is always sudden. 

Ananias and Sapphira learned that God’s patience is long but His holiness is 

not negotiable. Grace cannot coexist with deceit. 

 

The Promise for the Overcomer 

“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne.” Revelation 

3:21 

Overcomers are not those who never fall. They are those who rise through 

repentance and refuse to return to sin. Their faith survives storms, their 

obedience survives silence, and their love survives correction. 

Christ endured the cross because He saw the joy beyond it. So must we. The 

pain of obedience today protects from the judgment of disobedience tomorrow. 

 

B3-C04-S01-Letter – “How much is God worth” concludes this truth 

perfectly: those who truly value God will give all. Their endurance proves His 

worth. Every act of obedience is a declaration of value, saying, “You are worth 

more than my comfort, my pride, and my will.” 

 

“He that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” Matthew 24:13 

“Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the 

Lord.” Hebrews 12:14 

 

The walk of salvation is not a sprint but a lifelong test. Endurance proves 

authenticity, and holiness proves identity. Salvation is received by covenant, 

but it is kept through obedience and perseverance. 

 

Philippians 2:12–13 “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling… 

for it is God which worketh in you.” 

Endurance partners with God’s ongoing work. 
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1 Corinthians 9:27 “I keep under my body… lest that by any means, when I 

have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.” 

Even Paul guarded himself from disqualification. 

 

Revelation 3:21 “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My 

throne.” 

The promise is reserved for the conqueror, not the quitter. 

 

James 1:12 “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation… he shall receive the 

crown of life.” 

Every trial is an opportunity to prove loyalty. 

 

Endurance is not about strength it is about surrender. 

Those who truly belong to Christ don’t endure because they are strong; they 

endure because they refuse to let go of the One who is. 

When life hurts, when correction stings, when God seems silent these are the 

seasons that separate believers who follow emotion from disciples who follow 

truth. 

Faith untested is opinion; faith proven through fire becomes testimony. 

Holiness is not perfection; it is consistency in direction. Endurance is not about 

running fast. It is about not quitting. 

It means staying on the narrow road when the crowd turns around. 

It means walking in obedience when convenience offers shortcuts. 

It means being clean on the inside, not just disciplined on the outside. 

Holiness is evidence of union. 

The Spirit that sealed you now teaches you to live like the One who saved you. 

When sin tries to return, holiness answers, “That person no longer lives here.” 

The closer you walk with God, the less comfortable you become with 

compromise. 

Sin that once felt small now feels intolerable. That discomfort is not 

condemnation it is proof of growth. 

 

B3-C04-S02- “Sanctification Being Made Holy by the Word and the Spirit” 

says, “Sanctification is the daily application of the cross.” 

That daily dying keeps the heart tender. 
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B3-C05-S05- “Submission Living Under God’s Authority” teaches, 

“Submission and holiness are inseparable.” 

You cannot resist sin without first surrendering to God. 

B3-C04-S01-Letter – “How much is God worth” reminds that those who truly 

value Him will give all; their endurance proves His worth. 

 

Think of a marathon runner. He doesn’t quit when tired, he adjusts pace and 

keeps going. 

Holiness works the same way. You may stumble, slow down, or weep along 

the path, but you do not turn back. 

Peter failed yet finished. Judas sinned and quit. 

Endurance is the difference between regret and redemption. 

 

Ask yourself: When the race grows painfully, do I focus on the wound or on 

the finish line? 

Your focus will decide your fate. 

 

You were not saved to survive you were saved to overcome. 

Every temptation resisted, every correction received, every step in obedience 

declares, “Christ reigns in me.” 

The world offers comfort. The cross offers victory. 

Grace brought you to the starting line; holiness will carry you across the finish. 

So, endure. 

Pray until prayer becomes peace. 

Obey until obedience becomes joy. 

Love until love becomes nature. 

“For he that endureth to the end shall be saved.” 

That is not a threat, it is a promise. 
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CONCLUSION - THE CHOICE BEFORE EVERY SOUL 

The message of this study is not condemnation but invitation. God’s mercy 

remains open to all who will turn fully to Him. Sin is powerful, but it is not 

permanent. Its reign ends when the covenant begins. 

Every person must decide which voice to follow. The flesh whispers comfort. 

The Spirit calls for crucifixion. The world promises freedom while building 

chains. The cross promises death but gives life. 

 

If you have felt the weight of sin, do not run from conviction. Conviction is not 

cruelty. It is love. It is the voice of God warning before judgment. 

Repent while there is breath. Be baptized in the true Name of Christ for the 

remission of sins. Receive the Holy Spirit who seals you for eternal life. Then 

walk daily in obedience until the end. 

For as Scripture declares, “He that endureth to the end shall be saved.” 

Those who fall yet rise again in repentance will walk with Him in white. But 

those who justify sin will face the Judge whose Word they ignored. 

 

Today is mercy’s window. Tomorrow is not promised. The Spirit says, 

“Choose life.” 
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