What Is a Biblical Church?

Holmess in Action: Involvement, Service, and
Obedience as the Proof of Faith stusls 2

__ Let Your Faith Be Visible, Your Obedience Speak, -
and Your Ltfe Show What Your Ltps Confess.

B3-C04-S01
Involvement, Service, and Obedience as the Proof of

Faith

Zion’s Roa.r Holy Spirit Mlmstry

=~ www.ZionsRoar.org

(918) 814-1593

Rev12/30/2025. Pg. 1



http://www.zionsroar.org/

Ziion’s Roar Holy Spirit Mlmstry

‘// < www.ZionsRoar.org S

Rev12/30/2025. Pg. 2



http://www.zionsroar.org/

What Is a Biblical Church
Holiness in Action: Involvement, Service, and Obedience as the Proof of Faith

1. The True Meaning of the Church.

A biblical church is not a building, title, or denomination. It is a living body of
believers joined together by faith in Christ (227> Hamashiach) and bound by

obedience. Whether the gathering takes place in a house, a park, or a field, the

location is irrelevant. The purpose defines the church.

The first believers came together to strengthen one another and to prepare for
the work of the gospel. Their gatherings were not for comfort but for
commission. They met with one accord and one purpose, as Acts 5:12 records:
“By the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among
the people; and they were all with one accord in Solomon’s porch.”

Unity in the body is not achieved by compromise but by obedience.
Philippians 2:2 calls us to “be likeminded, having the same love, being of one
accord, of one mind.”

In B3-C01-S02 —“Identity in Christ and the Danger of Spiritual Amnesia”, we
learn that true identity is not preserved by clinging to self but by surrendering
to God. The church is not a collection of individuals but a living manifestation
of those whose self has been surrendered and reshaped by Christ. A biblical
church cannot be built on uncrucified identity; it must be built on lives that
have been transformed into His likeness.
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2. The Purpose of Gathering

Hebrews 10:23-25 commands believers to “hold fast the profession of our
faith without wavering” and to provoke one another to love and to good works.
The assembling of believers was never meant to be passive. The gathering is
where faith is sharpened and obedience is stirred.

A church that silences correction is already divided. B4-C02-S02 — “Legalism
and the Gray Area Church” exposes how many avoid truth to protect comfort.
But truth is the only source of unity. Division is born from disobedience, not
from correction.

Faith that does not move is dead, and a body that does not act is dying.

3. The Church as a Fellowship of Committed Disciples

In B3-C03-S01 — “Counting the Cost of Discipleship”, we learned that many
people are drawn to Christ but few consider the cost of following Him. Christ
said, “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow me.” (Matthew 16:24)

The true church is not made of attendees but of disciples. To gather is not
merely to belong; it i1s to commit. The moment we are called into the body, we
are called into the cost of obedience. A biblical church is therefore a fellowship
of those who have counted the cost and chosen to live in surrender.

4. Involvement and The Proof of Faith

Many have been taught that works are unnecessary for salvation, but this
falsehood weakens the faith of millions. In B3-C02-S02- “Good Works
Evidence, Not Earning”, we learn that good works are not payment for
salvation but the proof that salvation exists.
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Faith begins salvation, obedience maintains it, and involvement proves it. Titus
1:16 warns that “they profess that they know God, but in works they deny
Him.” A believer who will not serve, give, or labor for truth denies God by
silence.

In B3-C02-S01- “Love Proven Only Through Obedience”, we learn that
obedience is the practical acceptance of the authority and will of YHWH.
Involvement, then, is obedience in motion. It is not volunteerism; it is
submission lived out. When the church becomes obedient, faith takes on visible
form.

The test of faith is not how much we own but how much of us God owns.
Involvement begins where ownership ends. A church filled with inactive
believers is not alive but asleep.

5. The Cost of Involvement

Discipleship and involvement cannot be separated. Luke 14:33 says,
“Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be My
disciple.”

Involvement costs everything. Following Christ is not adding Him to your life;
it is losing your life for His sake. As we learned in B3-C03-S01- “Counting the
Cost of Discipleship”, freedom begins when we no longer own anything before
God. Whatever owns you controls you, and whatever you will not release
becomes your master.

Many confuse grace with leniency. But as When Grace Is Abused and Sin
Rules reveals, grace was never meant to comfort rebellion; it was given to
empower obedience. True discipleship counts the cost not by what is lost but
by what is conquered; the will of the flesh.
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Christ calls every disciple to live unattached to possessions, recognition, or
comfort. A believer who serves only when convenient is not following Christ.
Involvement requires the willingness to let go, to move, to surrender, and to
serve no matter the cost.

6. The Danger of Passivity

In the parable of the talents, the servant who buried his gift was not condemned
for stealing but for doing nothing. Fear and self-preservation silenced him.
Christ called that servant wicked and lazy.

The same spirit rules many churches today. Believers bury what they have,
waiting for a sign while ignoring every command already given. Luke 19:13
says, “Occupy till I come.”

As B3-C02-S04- “Truth or Deceit; Testing What You Believe” shows, belief
alone does not save anyone. Believing without obeying is unfinished faith.
Passivity is unbelief disguised as patience.

Obedience is not waiting for further instruction; it is acting on what has been
revealed. To know what God expects and still remain still is rebellion. Holiness
that does not move 1s hypocrisy.

7. Holiness in Motion

Holiness is not isolation from the world; it is participation in God’s will.
Romans 12:1-2 urges us to present our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and
acceptable to God.

In B3-C02-S02- “Good Works Evidence, Not Earning”, we learned that
obedience is the practical acceptance of God’s authority. It means submitting to
His will and expressing that submission through deeds, words, and thoughts.
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Involvement is the cross in motion. To serve is to carry the cross daily. It is
death to self-will and life in obedience.

Repentance itself is a work of obedience. True repentance is not emotion but
action. A man who repents from sin stops doing it. And as B2-C01-S08- “Why
Feelings Cannot Be Trusted for Salvation” reminds us, holiness cannot rest on
emotion. Feelings may inspire, but they do not transform. The flesh feels; the
Spirit obeys.

Holiness is not quiet separation; it is active service.

8. The Works of the Kingdom

The works of God are not suggestions but commands for every believer.
Preach the Gospel (Matthew 4:23, Acts 8:25)
Evangelize (Luke 9:6, Acts 14:7)

Baptize and teach obedience (Matthew 28:19, John 4:2)
Heal and serve (Matthew 9:35, Luke 9:6)

Labor in the work of the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58)

Do the work of an evangelist (2 Timothy 4:5)

Work out your own salvation (Philippians 2:12)
Abound to every good work (2 Corinthians 9:8)

Be fruitful in every good work (Colossians 1:10)
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Christ said, “I must work the works of Him that sent Me while it is day.” (John
9:4) The night is coming when no man can work.

As When Grace Is Abused and Sin Rules declares, God is not looking for talk;
He is looking for obedience. The one you report to first each morning reveals
who truly reigns in your heart. The church that begins its day in obedience
begins its day in victory.

9. Reward and Warning

God will judge and reward every person according to their works. “The Father,
without respect of persons, judgeth according to every man’s work.” (1 Peter
1:17) and “Behold, I come quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give every
man according as his work shall be.” (Revelation 22:12)

B3-C02-S04- “Truth or Deceit Testing What You Believe” reminds us that
correction is protection. When truth exposes error, the humble grow, and the
proud resist. Judgment will not reveal how we felt about truth but whether we
obeyed it.

Faith that produces nothing is not faith. Words without obedience are
deception. Every believer will answer not only for sins committed but for
works neglected.

10. Accountability; The Bond of Holiness

As B3-C03-S01- “Counting the Cost of Discipleship” teaches, accountability
keeps the church alive and pure. True disciples hold one another accountable,
not only for avoiding sin but also for fulfilling their purpose.
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Galatians 6:1-2 says, “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are
spiritual, restore such a one in the spirit of meekness.” Accountability restores
the fallen but also strengthens the willing.

Ephesians 4:11-16 shows that apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and
teachers are given “for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,
and for the edifying of the body of Christ.”

B3-C01-S02- “Identity in Christ and the Danger of Spiritual Amnesia” explains
that we are not called to imitate God as though we were equal, but to follow
Him in humility and obedience. Accountability is not imitation but alignment.
It ensures that each member of the body walks in step with the Head, who is
Christ.

11. Get Involved; The Call to Action
Involvement 1s obedience made visible. To believe is to act, to love is to serve,
and to repent is to move.

B3-C02-S02- “Good Works Evidence, Not Earning” reminds us that faith
requires physical obedience. When we call out to God, we open our mouths.
When we believe, we rise and follow. When we hear, we respond. Faith that
sits still is faith that dies.

If hesitation or doubt rises when you hear the call to serve, B2-C01-S09-
“When Doubt Is a Call to Examine, Not to Fear” teaches that doubt can be a
mirror. It calls us to examine whether we are truly walking in truth, not to
retreat from obedience.

So, while you wait for direction, move forward in what you already know to
do:
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Join the work of the ministry

Invite others to the studies

Help print, organize, or distribute materials
Support outreach with your time and resources
Accompany others in evangelism

Pray, teach, serve, and give

Galatians 5:13 says, “By love serve one another.” The Macedonian believers
gave even in poverty because their hearts were first given to God. When your
heart belongs to God, your hands will never remain idle.

12. Holiness Is Participation in God’s Work
To be holy is to move with the will of God. Faith that stands still is not faith at
all. The Spirit that raised Christ from the dead drives the believer to act.

As Counting the Cost of Discipleship teaches, whatever we surrender for Christ
is never lost. Every cost becomes a seed in eternity. Paul said, “I count all
things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ.” (Philippians
3:8)

And B3-C02-S05 — “When Grace Is Abused and Sin Rules” reminds us that sin
cannot be managed. It must be killed. Passivity and disobedience work the
same way. Either you crucify them through obedience, or you feed them
through delay.
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Hebrews 13:20-21 says, “Now the God of peace make you perfect in every
good work to do His will.” That is holiness in action.

Let your faith be visible. Let your obedience speak. Let your life show what
your lips confess. The church was never meant to be a crowd but an army,

moving, giving, teaching, and shining until Christ returns.

Faith moves. Truth acts. Love serves. Holiness works.
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