
The Gray Area Church “How Unity Became an Excuse to Avoid 

Truth”. 

 

I write to expose a pattern that has repeated itself throughout church 

history and now dominates much of the modern church. It is not 

confusion, it is not imbalance, it is intentional containment. 

 

Obedience has been relabeled as “legalism,” not because Scripture 

condemns obedience, but because obedience threatens systems built on 

tradition, comfort, and unchecked authority.  

Christ did not separate love from obedience, He joined them. 

“If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15). 

 

When obedience becomes inconvenient, the label changes. The 

command does not disappear, it is buried. 

 

The charge of “legalism” has been deliberately weaponized. 

It is used to silence believers who ask biblical questions, to discourage 

careful examination of doctrine, and to protect teachings that cannot 

survive open scrutiny. Scripture praises the opposite spirit: “Search the 

scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11). 

 

When examination is discouraged, truth is no longer guarded, authority 

is. 

One of the most effective tools used to shut down correction is the 

phrase, “This is a gray area.” 

 

When concerns are raised, when Scripture is brought forward, the 

response is often the same: “We do not go there.” “That causes 

division.” “We focus on unity.” But this appeal to unity is not biblical 

unity, it is silence disguised as peace. 

 

 

 

 



Scripture never defines unity as agreement without truth. Unity is 

agreement with the Word of God. “There is one body, and one Spirit… 

one Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Ephesians 4:4–5). 

 

Unity is built on shared doctrine, not shared avoidance. 

 

Division does not come from clarity, division comes from ignorance. 

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6). 

 

When doctrine is left unexamined, multiple interpretations multiply. 

When interpretations multiply, division grows. The refusal to address 

gray areas does not preserve unity, it guarantees fragmentation beneath 

the surface. 

 

The claim that correction causes division is itself a distraction. 

Correction exposes division that already exists, it does not create it. 

“Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send 

peace, but a sword” (Matthew 10:34). 

 

Truth cuts, it separates what is aligned with God from what is not. That 

separation is not failure, it is purification. 

 

Another hiding place is the appeal to “love.” 

 

Correction is avoided in the name of love, while Scripture defines love 

as obedience. 

“For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments” (1 John 

5:3). 

 

A love that refuses to correct is not love, it is fear. And fear keeps people 

comfortable, not holy. 

 

 

 

 



Another distraction is endless emphasis on secondary activity. 

 

Churches stay busy, programs multiply, services increase, language 

sounds spiritual, but busyness replaces obedience. Activity replaces 

alignment. Scripture warns of this very condition: 

“Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth” (2 

Timothy 3:7). 

 

Motion without direction becomes a smokescreen. 

 

Another tactic is redefining doctrine as personal interpretation. 

 

Clear commands are reframed as matters of conscience. Apostolic 

instruction is treated as cultural. This allows everyone to remain right in 

their own eyes. 

“There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are 

the ways of death” (Proverbs 14:12). 

 

Doctrine cannot be preserved if it is constantly personalized. 

 

Another method is warning against “extremes.” 

 

Those who insist on obedience are called rigid. Those who insist on 

holiness are called dangerous. Yet Scripture says: 

“Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own 

selves” (James 1:22). 

 

Moderation toward sin is not wisdom, it is compromise. 

 

This is not humility, this is containment. 

 

 

 

 

 



The remedy is not softer language, broader tolerance, or better 

intentions. The remedy is the restoration of apostolic verification. 

 

Doctrine was never meant to be protected by position, tradition, or tone. 

It was meant to be tested by Scripture, examined openly, and obeyed 

without negotiation. When teaching is no longer verifiable from the 

Word, it becomes untouchable, and what cannot be tested cannot be 

trusted. 

 

Biblical unity is not maintained by silence, it is maintained by shared 

obedience. Unity is not the absence of disagreement, it is agreement with 

the commands of God. Where Scripture is clear, obedience is required. 

Where Scripture has been neglected, it must be studied until clarity is 

restored. Unity does not come from avoiding doctrine, it comes from 

submitting to it. 

 

Correction must return to its rightful place among the people of God. 

Correction is not an attack, it is a safeguard. It does not create division, it 

exposes it. A church that cannot receive correction has already chosen 

preservation over truth. 

 

When error is revealed, the response is not explanation or 

reinterpretation, it is repentance. Repentance requires change, in 

teaching, in practice, and in direction. Anything less preserves the 

appearance of righteousness while denying its power. 

 

Authority in the church is not proven by immunity from questioning, but 

by submission to the Word. True authority welcomes examination 

because it rests on truth, not control. Where leadership refuses to be 

tested by Scripture, it ceases to be apostolic, regardless of title or 

structure. 

 

 

 

 



 

This is the path that ends the gray area. Truth verified, error corrected, 

obedience restored. 

The refusal to verify doctrine is not unity, it is negligence. 

The refusal to study is not peace, it is avoidance. 

The refusal to correct is not love, it is abandonment. 

 

Scripture calls the church to one mind, one judgment, and one doctrine. 

“Now I beseech you… that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be 

no divisions among you, but that ye be perfectly joined together in the 

same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Corinthians 1:10). 

 

That unity is not achieved by silence, it is achieved by verification, 

correction, repentance, and alignment with the Word. 

 

Obedience is not legalism. 

Disobedience is lawlessness. 

“Sin is the transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4). 

 

Truth divides because light always separates from darkness. 

“Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be 

rooted up” (Matthew 15:13). 

 

The call is not to avoid division. 

The call is to remove deception. 

 

Not partial obedience. 

Not delayed obedience. 

Not negotiated obedience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

“He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a 

liar” (1 John 2:4). 

Let those with ears hear. 

 

Written in truth and instruction by John, servant and disciple of Christ, 

Zion’s Roar Holy Spirit Ministry. 

 

For a deeper study on John’s message see: B4-C02-S02- Legalism and 

the Gray Area Church When Obedience Is Called Error 

 

https://zionsroar.org/letters-to-the-churches 

 


