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To the brethren of Zion’s Roar Holy Spirit Ministry,
We need to examine whether we are allowing God to change us or have simply become comfortable with a religious routine. We can attend gatherings, read Scripture, participate in ministry, and feel good about ourselves while avoiding the correction that should reach our daily lives. Religious activity can become a habit that continues even while our hearts resist God. This warning belongs to all of us, including those of us who teach.

Conversion means turning to God. That turning begins a life of continued growth, correction, and obedience. We must keep bringing our thoughts, desires, words, and actions into agreement with His will. Our beginning matters, but we must also examine the direction in which we are walking today. Are we responding to what God teaches us, or repeatedly protecting what He is calling us to change?

James gives us a direct warning:
“But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” James 1:22, KJV.
Notice that a person can hear the Word and still deceive himself. Familiarity with Scripture does not guarantee submission to it. We may recognize a verse, agree with it aloud, and even explain it to someone else while refusing to apply it to ourselves. The question is whether we will obey when the truth challenges something we want to keep.

We must examine whether our outward participation reflects an inward willingness to follow God. Going through religious motions can create a reassuring appearance while leaving our choices unchanged. We should not assume that attendance, service, or a good feeling settles whether we are truly following Christ or have responded to what God requires for salvation.

Turning to God includes being open to correction and being willing to discover that we are wrong. We must be willing to examine beliefs we have held for years, practices we inherited, and explanations we have used to defend ourselves. “I have always believed this” does not establish that it is true. Neither does “This makes me feel right.”

Being teachable does not mean accepting every accusation or every person’s interpretation. It means examining what is presented in the light of Scripture and being willing to change when the truth shows our error. Those who teach must also accept examination. None of us should ask others to submit to correction while treating our own understanding as beyond correction.

Being open to correction also means being willing to speak up when something needs to be examined. We should be able to explain what we believe and support it with Scripture. Respecting a pastor or congregation does not require us to remain silent about a practice that contradicts what we understand God to command. We can raise concerns respectfully, listen carefully to the answer, and “hopefully” examine the Scriptures together.

For example, suppose a congregation teaches that the Lord’s Supper should be observed weekly with new wine and unleavened bread, yet repeatedly neglects the observance it teaches. If we have examined the scriptural basis for that conviction, we should be willing to ask why the congregation’s practice is not following with its teaching. We must also hear the explanation rather than assume we already know the reason. The purpose is to bring our practice into agreement with the truth we profess.

Standing for a belief requires both courage and humility: courage to speak when Scripture calls us to stand, and humility to change when Scripture shows us we are wrong. This responsibility reaches beyond one observance. We must examine everything we believe and practice, including what is taught within our own ministry. Agreement with a congregation cannot replace personal responsibility before God.

Romans 12:2 tells us, “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Our desire to belong must not become stronger than our willingness to follow God. A practice does not become right because it is popular, familiar, or defended by someone we respect. Neither does our disagreement automatically prove that we are right. Scripture must govern our position.

We should not leave a congregation over every disagreement or failure. There must be room for questions, patient discussion, correction, and growth. However, there may come a time when remaining would require us to participate in what we understand Scripture to forbid, or abandon what we understand it to require. After careful examination and sincere efforts to address the matter, we may need to move on.

The apostles said, “We ought to obey God rather than men.” Acts 5:29, KJV. That conviction may cost us approval, friendships, or a familiar place of worship. Even if we find ourselves standing alone for a time, we must continue seeking faithful fellowship without surrendering obedience for acceptance. Standing alone does not prove we are right, but standing with a crowd does not prove it either.

Our loyalty to God must reach both the choices we make privately and the positions we are willing to explain openly. We must remain willing to receive correction ourselves while refusing to surrender a conviction supported by Scripture simply to keep others comfortable.

There is danger in repeatedly refusing to respond to God’s correction. Hebrews 3:13 warns against being “hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.” Sin can deceive us into tolerating what we should repent of, and repeated excuses can make that tolerance increasingly comfortable. What once troubled us may become something we defend. Eventually, we may mistake our lack of concern for evidence that nothing is wrong.

We may tell ourselves, “God understands,” while refusing the change His Word calls us to make. We may say, “Nobody is perfect,” while using that truth to avoid taking responsibility. The problem is not simply that a weakness remains. The problem is that we have become willing to preserve it.

This does not mean every struggle proves that someone is unconverted. A person who confesses a recurring failure, seeks help, and takes real steps toward obedience is responding differently from someone who refuses correction. We must encourage sincere repentance while refusing to make excuses for deliberate disobedience. Growth can involve difficult battles, but we must not settle into a life that protects the very things God commands us to leave.

Peter’s experience reminds us that previous service does not remove our need to return when we fail. He had followed Christ and served as a disciple, yet he denied Him three times. Christ anticipated his return, saying, “when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren” (Luke 22:32, KJV). Peter needed repentance and restoration.

Christ also warned, “But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 10:33, KJV). Had Peter persisted in denying Christ and died without repenting and returning, his earlier discipleship would not have protected him from condemnation. His restoration shows Christ’s mercy toward a returning disciple; it does not make the denial harmless. We must take our own failures seriously and return to God rather than rely on our religious history.

We must also examine the place we give our feelings. Scripture says:
“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” Jeremiah 17:9, KJV.

Feelings are real, but they are not a reliable authority for deciding whether our conduct agrees with God. Feeling peaceful does not establish that we are obedient. Feeling uncomfortable does not establish that a correction is wrong. We must examine the teaching and our conduct by Scripture. Otherwise, we may keep accepting whatever comforts us and rejecting whatever exposes us.

A deceitful heart can give us explanations that protect what we want. It can persuade us that our intentions excuse our actions, that our religious activity outweighs our disobedience, or that the absence of guilt means God approves. We must bring those explanations under examination rather than trust them simply because they come from within us.

Our feelings do not determine whether lying is wrong, nor do they determine whether God’s commandments are good. If we know God commands us not to lie, we must stop lying even when we still feel tempted or do not feel convicted. We must not wait for our emotions to grant permission to obey.

Someone may say, “If I stop only because God commands it, rather than because I want to stop, I am trying to earn salvation.” That confuses obedience with purchasing salvation. Trying to purchase salvation means treating our actions as payment that makes God owe us eternal life. Choosing obedience because we acknowledge His authority is different. We are not making God our debtor. We are acknowledging Him as our Lord.

When we choose to speak truthfully because God commands it, we are submitting our conduct to Him. We are acknowledging that His judgment is greater than our preference. Refusing to lie does not become an attempt to purchase salvation simply because the decision requires effort or goes against what we feel like doing.

Christ said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” John 14:15, KJV. Our love must reach the decisions we make, including decisions that cost us something. Choosing what is right while resisting the desire to do wrong can be an expression of faith and love. In that moment, we are trusting God’s judgment above our own appetite, comfort, or preference.

We should ask God to change our desires as well as our actions. But while that change is taking place, we must obey the truth we already understand. The desire to lie does not require us to lie. The absence of a guilty feeling does not excuse a lie. We can resist temptation, speak truthfully, confess wrongdoing, and correct the harm we have caused while asking God to work more deeply within us.

This applies beyond lying. Whenever we understand what God requires, we must not use our reluctance as permission to disregard Him. We need His help, and we must seek it. We also need to respond to the truth He has already given us. Waiting until obedience becomes easy can become another way of postponing it indefinitely.

Conversion changes whom we follow, and that change must reach our choices. When our feelings disagree with God’s command, we must remain willing to follow God. When Scripture exposes an error, we must remain willing to admit it. When correction calls us to change, we must stop protecting the habit and begin responding to the truth.

Brethren, let us examine ourselves honestly. Let us ask God to expose what we have excused and give us willing hearts to receive His correction. We must remain open to being wrong, ready to repent, and willing to obey, even before obedience feels comfortable.

With love and care,
John
Zion’s Roar Holy Spirit Ministry

Conversion from Belief to a Changed Life

Have you ever stopped to consider what Christ meant when He said that we must be converted? 
You may believe in Him, attend church, study the Bible, and yes, even teach others. But have you examined whether your belief has led you to turn to God?

This question deserves a clear answer because Christ connected conversion with entering the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 18:3-4 (KJV) And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
Christ did not present conversion as an optional improvement. He said that without it, we shall not enter the kingdom.

Before deciding what this means for your life, look at the conversation surrounding His words. The disciples had asked who was greatest in the kingdom. Christ placed a child before them and spoke about humility. Their concern about position needed to give way to a humble response to God.

Becoming like a child does not mean abandoning discernment or accepting every religious claim without examination. Christ explains the comparison through humility. We must become willing to receive correction.

That brings the passage close to home. When Scripture challenges something you believe, are you willing to examine it? 

When it exposes something wrong in your life, are you willing to change? 
Or does your attachment to what you already believe keep you from receiving what God says?

A person can know religious language and still resist correction. He can change congregations without changing the direction of his life. He can become more involved in religious activity while continuing to protect the very things God is calling him to leave.

To understand conversion, we must therefore look beyond the English word and examine the turning described in Scripture.

In ordinary English, to convert is to turn or change. In the biblical passages concerning a person’s spiritual response, conversion concerns turning toward God. It affects whom the person serves, what he receives as true, and how he lives.

Matthew 18:3 uses the Greek word **strephō, Strong’s G4762**, which concerns turning or changing direction. Luke 22:32 and Acts 3:19 use **epistrephō, Strong’s G1994**, which can describe turning toward someone or returning.

The word itself does not tell us that conversion must take a certain number of days or years. Nor does it tell us that every occurrence describes someone turning to God for the first time. The surrounding passage determines what kind of turning is taking place.

The Hebrew word used in Psalm 51:13 is **shûwb, Strong’s H7725**. It also includes turning and returning. Isaiah 60:5 uses **hāphak, Strong’s H2015**, concerning turning or changing. In that passage, the thing being turned is the abundance of the sea. It is not an account of an individual receiving salvation.

With those distinctions in mind, we can describe spiritual conversion as “a genuine turning from sin and false allegiance unto God through Christ, expressed in a changed heart and a response of faith and obedience.”

This is a summary of the spiritual passages, not a claim that the converted person instantly understands everything or never needs correction.

Consider how Christ described the work He entrusted to Paul.
Acts 26:18 (KJV) To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.
This passage identifies both the condition people are leaving and the direction in which they are turning. They are to turn from darkness to light and from Satan’s power unto God. Christ connects that turning with forgiveness, inheritance, and faith in Him.

Conversion therefore concerns coming under God’s authority. It cannot be reduced to feeling better about a life that remains deliberately opposed to Him.

Paul described a visible example of this turning among the Thessalonians.
1 Thessalonians 1:9 (KJV) For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;
They turned from idols to serve God. Their former allegiance gave way to a different one, and their response became evident enough for others to describe.

Now consider your own life. What have you turned from? 

Whom do you serve? 

What happens when serving God requires you to surrender something you want to keep?


These questions help us understand why conversion involves the whole person. Our understanding must change as we receive the truth about God, sin, and our own condition. Our affections must change as we stop cherishing wrongdoing and receive God’s correction. Our will must respond as we act upon what we have understood.

This does not mean that everyone must display the same emotion, shed tears, or give the same kind of testimony. The sincerity of a turning cannot be measured by the outward intensity of an emotional experience alone. What matters is whether the person receives the truth and turns toward God.

That is why repentance and conversion appear together.
Acts 3:19 (KJV) Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;
Peter connects repentance and conversion with sins being blotted out. Neither response should be dismissed as unnecessary when presenting the gospel.

Repentance involves a change of mind and a spiritual and physical change of direction concerning sin and God. Conversion concerns turning toward God. 

Paul’s description of his preaching makes their connection clear.
Acts 26:20 (KJV) But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.
The people were to repent, turn to God, and do works fitting that repentance. Their response was to affect their conduct.

If you acknowledge that something is wrong, what follows that acknowledgment? 

Do you begin turning from it, or continue defending it? 
A confession of wrongdoing should lead to a changed response to the wrongdoing.

Acts 3:19 does not specify that a person must remain unconverted for months or years after truly repenting. Likewise, examining repentance, faith, and conversion in separate studies does not prove that they always occur as isolated stages. Our sequence of studies helps us understand the subjects. 

Receiving that instruction requires more than outward hearing.
Matthew 13:15 (KJV) For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.

Mark 4:12 (KJV) That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them.
A person can repeatedly encounter Scripture while resisting what it exposes. Hearing the words and receiving their truth in the heart are different matters.

The language of seeing and hearing concerns spiritual perception and understanding. It should not be turned into a requirement for physical eyesight or ordinary hearing. Read the parable and its explanation surrounding these verses.

The corresponding passages in Isaiah 6:9-10, John 12:39-40, and Acts 28:25-27 reinforce the seriousness of hardness of heart. As you examine them, consider your own response when God’s word confronts you. Are you seeking to understand and obey, or finding reasons to avoid what you have heard?

This is where the examination in B2-C01-S08, Why Feelings Cannot Be Trusted for Salvation, connects directly with conversion. A person may feel peaceful because someone has reassured him. Another may feel frightened because Scripture has exposed something wrong. Neither feeling, by itself, establishes the person’s condition before God.

Emotional relief is not proof of reconciliation with God. Feeling troubled is not proof that God has rejected you. The teaching and your response must be examined by Scripture.

Proverbs 3:5 (KJV) Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

Jeremiah 17:9 (KJV) The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?
These warnings give us reason to examine our own judgments. When a teaching feels comforting, we must still ask whether it is true. When correction feels uncomfortable, we must still ask whether it is supported by Scripture.

Discomfort does not prove a teacher is right, just as comfort does not prove a teacher is wrong. God’s word must judge the claim.

A person may hear, resist, ask questions, and struggle before turning. That preparation may take time. After turning, he must continue learning and growing. We should distinguish those realities from a claim that conversion itself must remain unfinished until death.

The accounts in Acts describe people responding within a short time. At Pentecost, those who received the word were baptized that day. The jailer and his household heard the word and were baptized during the same hour of the night. These accounts do not require years of demonstrated maturity before a sincere response is possible.




Conversion changes the direction of a life. Continuing growth develops within that direction.

A converted person may still need instruction, rebuke, and repentance after a failure. Later correction does not automatically prove that no earlier turning occurred.

A person must receive the instruction necessary to respond sincerely. Requiring him to understand everything or achieve mature perfection before turning to God would go beyond these accounts. Read Acts 2:37-42, Acts 16:30-34, and 2 Peter 3:18 with that distinction in mind.

Look more closely at the hearers at Pentecost.
Acts 2:37-38 (KJV) Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?
38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Acts 2:41-42 (KJV) Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. 42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

This account does not use the English word “converted”, but it shows a response fitting the turning described elsewhere. Convicted hearers asked what to do, received the instruction, were baptized, and continued in the apostles’ teaching.

Their response did not end with feeling convicted. They acted upon what they received.



Saul’s experience gives us another example. Read Acts 9:1-22 and Acts 22:6-16. He had persecuted Christ’s followers; afterward, he proclaimed the Son of God. His change of allegiance affected his conduct.

Yet his encounter with Christ did not make further instruction unnecessary.
Acts 22:16 (KJV) And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.
Saul received instruction and responded. The account brings together a reversal of conduct and obedience to the direction God sent through Ananias.

The Thessalonians likewise received the word, became examples to other believers, and turned from idols to serve God. Their turning had consequences beyond a private religious statement.

Christ’s parable of the prodigal son illustrates the relationship between recognizing wrongdoing and actually returning.
Luke 15:20-21 (KJV) And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.
The son acknowledged his sin and returned. His decision became action. This parable illustrates repentance and return; it does not replace the specific gospel instructions the apostles gave concerning baptism and remission.

The language of returning also helps us understand passages about someone who has wandered from the truth.
James 5:19-20 (KJV) Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; 20 Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.
Someone errs from the truth, and another person converts him from that error. The passage concerns restoring a wandering person. It uses the same Greek verb, G1994, found in Luke 22:32.

The same word appears in another setting.
Luke 17:4 (KJV) And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.
Here it is translated “turn again”. Searching only for the English word “converted” would miss this occurrence.

The biblical language of turning can therefore describe an initial turning to God or a return from wandering. Returning, in a passage about restoration, means turning from the error back toward the truth. It does not mean going back to a former sinful life.

This distinction becomes especially important when examining Peter.

Peter believed Christ, followed Him, received instruction, and participated in the work entrusted to the apostles. Matthew 10:1-8 and Luke 9:1-6 describe the Twelve receiving authority and being sent to preach and heal. Peter belonged to that group.

His involvement in ministry was real. He had already spent considerable time following Christ when the warning in Luke 22 was given. We do not need to establish an exact number of years to recognize that his experience had not removed every weakness or made him immune to temptation.

Consider what happened when he walked on the water.
Matthew 14:28-31 (KJV) And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. 29 And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Christ. 30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. 31 And immediately Christ stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?
Peter acted upon Christ’s invitation, but fear overtook him. Christ identified little faith and doubt. That is not the same statement as saying Peter had no faith at all.

Weakness of faith needs correction. It must not automatically be treated as proof that faith has never existed.

Peter also confessed Christ’s identity.
Matthew 16:16-17 (KJV) And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 And Christ answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.
His confession received Christ’s acknowledgment. Yet shortly afterward, when Christ explained His coming suffering and death, Peter objected.

Matthew 16:22-23 (KJV) Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. 23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.
Peter recognized who Christ was while resisting the path Christ said He must take. His confession did not mean that every part of his thinking had submitted to Christ’s teaching.

That is a matter for us to examine as well. We may acknowledge Christ’s identity and still object when His instruction requires something we did not expect or do not want.

Even near the end of Christ’s earthly ministry, the disciples needed correction about their concern for position.
Luke 22:24-26 (KJV) And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest. 25 And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise authority upon them are called benefactors. 26 But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve.
This dispute appears shortly before Christ’s warning to Peter. It establishes the surrounding atmosphere of ambition and needed correction, although it does not identify Peter as the sole instigator.

The disciples had spent time with Christ, yet still needed to learn humility and service. Then Christ addressed Peter directly.
Luke 22:31-34 (KJV) And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. 33 And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death. 34 And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me.
Notice when these words were spoken. Peter had not yet committed the denial Christ predicted. Christ was warning him about a coming trial.

The passage connects Satan’s sifting, Christ’s prayer for Peter’s faith, Peter’s turning, and his responsibility to strengthen his brethren. Christ’s prayer acknowledges faith already present. It does not say Peter had no faith.

Peter responded by declaring himself ready for imprisonment and death. Christ answered by predicting that Peter would deny knowing Him three times.

The parallel account shows the strength of Peter’s confidence.
Matthew 26:33-35 (KJV) Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended. 34 Christ said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 35 Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the disciples.
Peter was certain about what he would do. The approaching trial would expose how far his actual readiness fell short of that confidence.

The contrast between his promises and his later actions supports the conclusion that Peter overestimated his ability to remain steadfast under pressure. His years of service did not make him independent of Christ’s help or remove his need to receive the warning.

Afterward, in Gethsemane, Peter and the others slept when Christ had instructed them to watch.
Matthew 26:40-41 (KJV) And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.
A willingness to be faithful does not eliminate the need to prepare for temptation. Christ called for watchfulness and prayer before the trial overwhelmed them.

Luke 22:54-60 then records Peter’s three denials.
Luke 22:61-62 (KJV) And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 62 And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.
Peter’s confident promises had given way to actual denial and grief over what he had done.

Reading “when thou art converted” as his turning back after this failure fits the immediate context and the Greek verb’s use elsewhere. It means turning from his denial back toward faithful allegiance to Christ.

Luke 22 does not identify Pentecost as the date of Peter’s first conversion. Nor does it establish that he had never previously turned to God. Peter’s later growth in understanding, including the events of Acts 10, cannot by itself establish when he first turned to God.

Matthew 10:33 remains a serious warning about denying Christ. 
What Peter’s history does show is that past service does not remove the need for faithfulness. Serious failure calls for repentance and restoration. Peter’s previous faith, service, and miracles did not give him permission to deny Christ. He needed to repent and return. Had he persisted in that denial and died without returning, his earlier discipleship would not have protected him from condemnation. Likewise, we must not rely on our past conversion while refusing to turn back to God in the present.

After the resurrection, Christ addressed Peter’s love and gave him a responsibility.
John 21:15-17 (KJV) So when they had dined, Christ saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 16 He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Christ saith unto him, Feed my sheep.
Peter declared his love, and Christ instructed him to care for His sheep. This conversation occurred before Pentecost and must be considered when examining Peter’s restoration.

It also brings us to the relationship between conversion, knowing God, and loving Him.

In B3-C02-S01, Love Proven Only Through Obedience, you examine the passages connecting love with keeping God’s commandments. That connection helps us understand what turning to God means in daily life.
John 14:15 (KJV) If ye love me, keep my commandments.
Our feelings may be sincere, but Christ does not allow a profession of love to make His commandments unnecessary. Love must affect our response to what He says.

This does not make “love” and “obedience” interchangeable dictionary definitions. It establishes that love for Christ expresses itself through keeping His commandments. A claim of love that deliberately rejects His authority contradicts His instruction.

Paul describes a response that reaches deeper than outward appearance.
Romans 6:17 (KJV) But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.
They had obeyed from the heart. Their response involved receiving the instruction, not merely being affected by hearing it.

Conversion concerns the authority we receive over our lives. When God’s word confronts our desires, traditions, or conduct, we must decide whether we will submit to Him or continue protecting what He has exposed.

The relationship between knowing Him and keeping His commandments is stated plainly.
1 John 2:3-6 (KJV) And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. 6 He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.
A claim to know God must be examined alongside the person’s response to His commandments. Knowing about Him is not sufficient evidence that our claim to know Him is true.

Christ also connects love and obedience with the Father and Son dwelling with that person.
John 14:21 (KJV) He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.

John 14:23-24 (KJV) Christ answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 24 He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s which sent me.
These words describe a relationship that involves receiving Christ’s words and responding to Him. It cannot be reduced to an emotional experience or purchased through religious accomplishments.

We turn to God through Christ. He receives us, and our response involves faith, love, and obedience. We should not describe this relationship as something we produce solely through our own efforts.

Christ’s instruction also concerns continuing in His love.
John 15:9-10 (KJV) As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love.
The call to turn to God therefore leads into a continuing walk. We do not receive His authority once and then treat His words as unnecessary afterward.

Now consider the warning that should cause every person making a religious profession to examine himself.
Matthew 7:21-23 (KJV) Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.
These people address Christ as Lord and appeal to what they claim to have done in His name. Yet Christ rejects them and identifies their iniquity.
Their claimed religious accomplishments did not establish that they belonged to Him. They appealed to their works, but Christ spoke about doing the Father’s will and condemned their wrongdoing.

The passage does not explicitly name conversion as the missing response or identify one missing step in each person’s history. Nevertheless, its warning belongs beside the conversion passages: religious activity cannot replace a genuine turning from sin unto God.

“I never knew you” cannot mean that Christ lacked information about their existence. In this setting, He rejects their claim to belong to Him. The difference between our claim and His acknowledgment matters.

Paul also distinguishes knowing God and being known by Him.
Galatians 4:9 (KJV) But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?
We must not assume that our confidence about a relationship settles whether that relationship is genuine. First John directs us to examine our response to His commandments. Matthew 7 warns us that calling Him Lord and claiming impressive works cannot replace doing the Father’s will.

Christ continues by explaining the difference between hearing and doing.
Matthew 7:24-27 (KJV) Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.
Both hear. The difference Christ identifies is whether they do what He says.

Now bring that examination into your own life. Are you relying on what you claim to have done for Christ, or are you receiving and following what Christ says?

You may believe that He is the Son of God, attend church, teach Scripture, and participate in ministry. Those activities deserve consideration, but they do not settle whether you have genuinely turned to God.

When Scripture confronts something you want to keep, are you willing to surrender it? 
When you sin, do you acknowledge it and repent, or find reasons to defend it? 
When a teaching you have accepted conflicts with Scripture, will you examine it honestly?

The Thessalonians turned from idols to serve God. Paul called for conduct fitting repentance. Their response affected the direction of their lives. Does yours?

John’s instruction about obedience must be read alongside his teaching about sin, confession, and Christ’s advocacy.
1 John 1:8-9 (KJV) If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 John 2:1 (KJV) My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Christ the righteous:
The instruction is that we should not sin. If we do, the answer is confession and recourse to Christ, not pretending that no wrong occurred.

These provisions for forgiveness must not become excuses for continued rebellion. Someone who knowingly protects sin should not use human weakness to avoid repentance.

Peter’s experience teaches us to prepare before the trial comes. Do not assume that years in church, knowledge of Scripture, or responsibilities in ministry make you unable to fall. Receive correction now. Watch and pray. Examine the places where confidence in yourself has replaced attention to Christ’s instruction.

Peter’s tears were not wrong. Neither was the conviction of the hearers at Pentecost. Emotion can accompany a true response to God. But emotion alone does not establish that response.

Does conviction lead you to receive correction and act, or do you seek relief while leaving the matter unchanged? 

Do you want to understand what God says, or only recover the feeling that everything is well?

The stakes are serious. Matthew 18:3 connects conversion with entrance into the kingdom. Acts 3:19 connects repentance and turning with sins being blotted out. James 5:19-20 treats restoration from error as a matter involving life and death. Matthew 7 warns that religious claims and accomplishments cannot replace doing God’s will.

These passages call for a response. An earlier prayer, religious experience, or another person’s assurance should not be used to avoid examining your present response to God.

Yet the seriousness of conversion should not create a requirement that you achieve years of perfection before turning to Him. Receive the gospel instruction, repent of what God exposes as wrong, and obey what you have understood. Continue learning and growing. If you have wandered, return.

As you respond, remember where salvation comes from. Conversion does not pay the debt of sin. Christ supplies the sacrifice upon which salvation rests. Turning to God means responding to the One who saves, rather than offering your changed behavior as the purchase price.
Ephesians 2:8-10 (KJV) For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
Grace excludes boasting in human merit. The same passage speaks of the good works in which God intends His people to walk. It gives no permission to defend sin or remove commands from the gospel response.

Romans 6:4 (KJV) Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

Acts 2:38 connects repentance and baptism with remission of sins. Romans 6:4 connects baptism into Christ’s death with walking in newness of life. These passages belong alongside the passages about turning to God when examining the whole response to the gospel.

A desire to turn should lead to receiving and obeying the instruction. Read Acts 3:19 and Acts 2:38 together, preserving what each says.

Before leaving this subject, consider the remaining passages from the list containing the exact English word *converted*.
Psalm 51:13 (KJV) Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee.
Read verses 10-13 together. David asks for cleansing, renewal, and restoration, and then speaks of teaching sinners. The passage does not specify the entire prior spiritual history of each sinner who turns.

Isaiah 60:5 (KJV) Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. 
Here the abundance is being turned toward Zion. This demonstrates why the subject and setting must be examined before treating every occurrence as personal spiritual conversion.

John 12:40 (KJV) He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them.

Acts 28:27 (KJV) For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.
Read these passages with Isaiah 6:9-10 and their surrounding narratives. Their warnings concern resistance and hardness of heart. Their connection with understanding and healing must not be separated from that setting.

Together with Matthew 18:3, Matthew 13:15, Mark 4:12, Luke 22:32, and Acts 3:19, these complete the nine passages containing the exact English word “converted” examined here. They do not include every biblical account of turning, nor the related forms “convert” and “converteth”.

You have now examined the requirement Christ stated, the turning described by the apostles, examples of people responding, and Peter’s need for restoration after failure. You have also examined how love and obedience relate to knowing God, and why religious confidence cannot settle that question.

The remaining examination concerns your own response.
2 Corinthians 13:5 (KJV) Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?
Take time to answer honestly. What have you turned from? 

How does your present service correspond to the Thessalonians’ turning to God? 
What conduct in your life is fitting for repentance?

Consider whether you have relied on religious activity or emotional reassurance to answer a question about your submission to God. Have you overestimated your readiness to withstand temptation? 

What are you doing to watch and pray? 

What correction have you understood but postponed?

When you say that you love Christ, how does your response to His words support that claim? 

When you say that you know Him, have you examined the test John gives? 

Are you defending something Scripture exposes while appealing to what you have done in ministry?

If you have wandered, take the warning in James seriously. If you have confused conversion with complete maturity, return to the accounts of people receiving instruction and responding. Where correction is needed, act upon what you have verified.

Difficulty, embarrassment, or the need to learn more about other subjects should not become excuses for knowingly retaining what has been exposed as wrong.

As you continue, remember Peter. His belief and service did not remove his need to receive correction, watch, pray, and return after failure. Remember also the Thessalonians, whose turning meant leaving idols to serve God, and the hearers at Pentecost, who received the instruction and acted upon it.

Remember Christ’s warning to those who appealed to their religious accomplishments while working iniquity. What we claim about ourselves must be examined by His words.

Do not dismiss conversion, but do not demand a standard Scripture does not establish. Do not assign dates Scripture does not give or treat every weakness as proof that no genuine turning ever occurred.

Examine the direction of your life. Receive the truth. Turn from what God exposes as wrong. Obey what you have understood. If you have wandered, return.

Christ’s warning concerns entrance into His kingdom. It deserves a response, not merely agreement.
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Do Not Keep This Message to Yourself
If this study has caused you to examine the Scriptures more carefully, do not keep that examination to yourself.
Truth spreads when it is shared.
Consider passing this booklet to someone else who may also need to ask these same questions.
You may:
• Request another booklet and give it to someone you love
• Give this booklet to a friend or family member
• Leave it where another person may discover it
• Share it with someone who sincerely desires to understand salvation according to Scripture

The apostles did not hide the truth. They spoke it openly so that others could hear it and examine it.
You can do the same.

Continue Studying the Scriptures
This booklet is only the beginning.
Additional Bible studies that examine salvation, obedience, and the teachings of Christ and the apostles are available here:
https://zionsroar.org/biblical-studies
Take time to search the Scriptures carefully and test everything that you have been taught.
Do not accept or reject anything without examining the Word of God for yourself.
Truth never fears examination.

Test Everything by Scripture
Do not believe this booklet simply because you have read it.
Open your Bible.
Search the Scriptures.
Examine every claim carefully.
The Bereans were called noble because they searched the Scriptures daily to verify whether the things they heard were true.
Follow their example.
Test everything by the Word of God.


NEED HELP?

You were not meant to figure this out alone.

If you have questions, need clarification, or want to go through these studies with someone, reach out.

We will study the Scriptures with you, step by step, so that what you learn is clear, proven, and grounded in truth.


If what you believe is true, it will stand.
If it is not, it must fall.






Zion’s Roar Holy Spirit Ministry
Proclaiming the Gospel of Christ and calling believers back to the foundation laid by God in Zion, the doctrine of Christ delivered through His apostles.
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