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This study is not written to comfort assumptions. It is written to test them.

Many have been tanght to separate grace from the fear of the Lord, as though one
cancels the other. Scripture does not support this. What God joined together, man
has divided, and the result is a generation that speaks of salvation but does not
walk in obedience.

The fear of the Lord is not a secondary teaching. It is not advanced. 1t is not
optional. 1t is the beginning of wisdom and the foundation that gnards everything
else. Remove it, and grace becomes permission, repentance becomes temporary, and

faith becomes words without weight.

This study exists to restore what has been removed.

You will not be asked what you believe. Yon will be confronted with what you
obey. Scripture does not measure sincerity. It measures submission. It does not

ask how you feel about truth. 1t reveals whether you have followed it.

This is not a study to read casually. It is a study to examine yourself throngh.
Every section is meant to expose, not entertain. Every passage is meant to bring
clarity, not comfort.

If you are willing to test what yon have been taught, to measure your life against
Scripture without defending it, and to respond where God corrects, then this study
will serve yon.

If not, it will confront yon.

The fear of the Lord does not begin when yon understand everything. 1t begins
when you stop resisting what you already understand.

Read carefully. Examine honestly. Respond immediately.






Many reject the fear of the Lord because they believe it
conflicts with grace. Scripture never teaches this. The apostles
never preached grace without fear, nor fear without grace. The
conflict exists only in modern teaching, not in the Word of God.

Grace does not remove the fear of the Lord. Grace establishes it.
Fear is not panic, dread, or anxiety. Fear is clarity, seeing God as
holy authority, resulting in obedience that does not negotiate,
delay, or redefine His commands.

Scripture says, “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and
wortldly lusts, we should live sobetly, righteously, and godly, in this
present world” (Titus 2:11-12). Grace teaches. What it teaches is
denial of sin. Where grace does not produce obedience, it has
been misunderstood.

This is why Scripture warns believers, not unbelievers, “Work out
your own salvation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:12).
The word fear here is not panic. The Greek word is phobos,
meaning reverence rooted in awareness of consequence and
authority. It is the same word used when Scripture speaks of
standing before a ruler with full awareness of his power. Grace
does not erase that awareness. Grace makes obedience possible
within it.

When fear is removed from grace, grace becomes entitlement.
Scripture warned this would happen. “There are certain men crept
in unawares. .. turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness”
(Jude 1:4). Lasciviousness here means unrestrained permission.
Grace was twisted into allowance. Fear was removed, and sin
remained.

This is why many claim grace yet remain unchanged. They were
forgiven in word but never submitted in life. Scripture is blunt.
“He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments,
is a liar” (1 John 2:4). Fear guards grace from becoming a lie.
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The fear of the Lord also guards repentance from becoming
emotional theater. Scripture distinguishes sorrow from
repentance. “Godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to
be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death” (2
Corinthians 7:10). Fear produces godly sorrow, sorrow that turns.
Without fear, sorrow becomes circular; cry, confess, repeat.

The Hebrew understanding of fear makes this even clearer. The
primary Hebrew word for fear is yirah (7%7?). It does not mean
terror. It means awe that leads to submission. It is used in
Scripture to describe how a servant stands before a master or a
son before a father who holds authority. This is why Scripture
says, “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil” (Proverbs 8:13). Fear is
not passive. It takes sides.

Fear of consequences alone is not the fear of the Lord. Respect
without obedience is not fear. Conviction without action is not
fear.

This is also why fear is always tied to obedience in Scripture. “And
now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to
fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all His ways, and to love Him”
(Deuteronomy 10:12). Fear is not separate from walking. It
produces it.

When fear is absent, sin is renamed. Scripture calls sin lawlessness.
“Sin is the transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4). The Greek word
is anomia, meaning rejection of authority. Sin is not weakness. It is
resistance. Fear exposes sin accurately. Absence of fear softens it.

This is why many manage sin instead of killing it. Fear does not
manage. Fear executes. Scripture says, “If ye through the Spirit do
mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live” (Romans 8:13).
Mortify means to put to death. Fear does not negotiate with what
God commands to die.
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Fear also protects prayer. Scripture repeatedly warns that
disobedience silences heaven. “He that turneth away his ear from
hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination” (Proverbs
28:9). God listens to repentance. He does not partner with
rebellion. Fear keeps the heart aligned so prayer carries authority.
This is why Scripture says, “The eyes of the Lord are upon the
righteous, and His ears are open unto their cry” (Psalm 34:15).
Righteousness here is not perfection. It is obedience. Fear keeps
righteousness active.

Fear also destroys the fear of man. Scripture says, “The fear of
man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall

be safe” (Proverbs 29:25).

A person cannot fear God and people equally. One will rule. Fear
of God breaks the snare because obedience matters more than
approval.

Where fear is present, private life aligns with public confession.
Scripture warns against double lives. “Be sure your sin will find
you out” (Numbers 32:23). Fear does not wait to be exposed. It
brings sin into the light voluntarily.

This is why fear must remain active. Scripture warns believers,
“Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of
unbelief, in departing from the living God” (Hebrews 3:12).
Unbelief here is not atheism. It is disobedience. Fear keeps the
heart from drifting.

Fear does not save. Grace saves. But grace never saves a heart that
refuses submission. Scripture is clear. “Not every one that saith
unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but
he that doeth the will of My Father” (Matthew 7:21). Words
without obedience do not stand.

Fear keeps salvation lived, not assumed. This is why Scripture
warns believers to endure. “He that shall endure unto the end, the
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same shall be saved” (Matthew 24:13). Endurance is not
emotional loyalty. It is continued obedience under pressure.

Fear does not remove hope. It grounds it. Scripture says, “The

fear of the Lord tendeth to life” (Proverbs 19:23). Fear leads to
life because it keeps the soul awake. It prevents presumption. It
keeps repentance near.

Fear does not say you are too far gone. Scripture says, “Let the
wicked forsake his way... and He will have mercy upon him”
(Isaiah 55:7). Fear says turn now. Delay is dangerous, but
repentance is always open while breath remains.

This is why fear produces real joy. “Blessed is the man that feareth
the Lord, that delighteth greatly in His commandments” (Psalm
112:1). Joy flows from obedience, not indulgence. A clean
conscience produces steady peace.

This is the final truth Scripture reveals.

Fear is not advanced teaching.

Fear is not optional.

Fear is the foundation.

Remove fear, and grace becomes permission, faith becomes
wortds, prayer becomes noise, and love becomes sentiment.
Restore fear, and obedience regains clarity, repentance regains
power, grace regains strength, and salvation remains guarded.

The question Scripture leaves us with is not complicated.
“Why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?”
(Luke 6:406)

That question still stands.

What has God already shown you that you have delayed?
Fear answers that question with obedience.
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THE COMMANDMENTS THAT GOVERN
TRUTH (Examine, Study, Do)

Many are not lost because they rejected God.
They are lost because they never verified, never tested, and never
obeyed what they were told.

Scripture does not excuse ignorance. It judges it.

God never commanded His people to feel secure.
He commanded them to examine, prove, continue, and obey.

Commanded to Examine and Test

“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own
selves” (2 Corinthians 13:5).

This command is not given to unbelievers.

It is given to those who assume they are safe.

A faith that refuses examination is already afraid of what it might
reveal.

“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good” (1 Thessalonians
5:21).

God does not tell His people to accept what sounds right.

He commands them to test it.

Every teaching swallowed without testing trains the soul to submit
to men instead of God.

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they
are of God” (1 John 4:1).

Sincerity is not proof.

Passion is not proof.

Popularity is not proof.

Tradition is not proof.

Failure to test is not humility, It is disobedience.
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Commanded to Study and Continue

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God... rightly dividing the
word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).

This is not optional diligence.

This is commanded obedience.

Those who refuse to study place their soul in the hands of
whoever speaks loudest or longest.

God will not accept “my pastor said” in place of obedience to His
Word.

“Continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast
been assured of” (2 Timothy 3:14).

Truth not continued in is truth abandoned.
Scripture does not honor spiritual starts.
It honors endurance.

Commanded to Do, Not Merely Know

“Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your
own selves” (James 1:22).

Scripture does not call this immaturity.

It calls it self-deception.

“If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them” (John
13:17).

Knowing without doing produces no blessing.

It produces accountability.

“If ye continue in My word, then are ye My disciples indeed”
(John 8:31).

Discipleship is proven by continuation, not agreement.

Many are not deceived because truth was hidden from them.
They are deceived because truth was heard, delayed, and never
obeyed.

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:0).
Not lack of access; Lack of obedience to what was available.
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Fear does not ask whether truth is comfortable.

Fear asks whether it has been obeyed.

Fear of the Lord always exposes reality. “The spirit of man is the
candle of the Lord, searching all the inward parts of the belly.”
(Proverbs 20:27). It does not allow a person to hide behind
intention, language, or religious activity. Scripture says, “Search
me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts”
(Psalm 139:23). Fear invites examination because it trusts God’s
judgment more than self-assessment.

This is why Scripture repeatedly warns against self-deception.
“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own
selves” (2 Corinthians 13:5). Faith that refuses examination is
already afraid of what it might reveal.

Fear of the Lord does not avoid testing. It welcomes it.

Many assume they are safe because they feel peace. Scripture
never teaches that peace is proof of obedience. In fact, Scripture
warns the opposite. “They have healed also the hurt of the
daughter of My people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is
no peace” (Jeremiah 6:14). False peace often appears when
conviction has been silenced, not when obedience has been
restored.

Fear keeps conviction alive. Scripture says, “As many as I love, 1
rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent” (Revelation
3:19). Rebuke is not rejection. It is proof of ownership. When fear
fades, correction feels like attack instead of mercy.

This is why fear cannot coexist with hidden sin. Scripture is clear.
“If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in
darkness, we lie, and do not the truth” (1 John 1:6). Walking in
darkness does not mean occasional failure. It means protected
disobedience. Fear exposes darkness because it values fellowship
with God more than comfort.
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Fear also clarifies why many prayers go unanswered. Scripture
does not leave this vague. “Your iniquities have separated between
you and your God” (Isaiah 59:2). Separation does not mean God
stopped loving. It means alignment has been broken. Fear restores
alignment through repentance and obedience.

This is why Scripture says, “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the
Lord will not hear me” (Psalm 66:18). To regard means to cherish,
to protect, to excuse.

Fear does not protect what God condemns. Fear kills it.

Fear also exposes the lie of partial obedience. Scripture does not
recognize selective submission. Saul learned this the hard way.
“Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, He hath also
rejected thee” (1 Samuel 15:23). Saul obeyed partially and justified
the rest. God called it rebellion. Fear would have prevented it.
This same principle applies now. Scripture says, “He that
offendeth in one point is guilty of all” (James 2:10). This is not
about perfection. It is about authority. Obedience accepts God’s
right to command all areas, not just the convenient ones.

Fear also reveals why many believers stop growing. Scripture says,
“Strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age... by reason
of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil”
(Hebrews 5:14). Growth comes through practiced obedience. Fear
keeps obedience practiced. Without fear, discernment dulls and
growth stalls.

This is why Scripture warns against drifting. “How shall we
escape, if we neglect so great salvation?” (Hebrews 2:3). Neglect
does not sound like rebellion, but it produces the same result. Fear
does not neglect what God calls precious.

Fear also explains perseverance. Many begin well but do not
finish. Scripture says, “They went out from us, but they were not
of us” (1 John 2:19). Departure reveals what was never rooted.
Fear keeps roots deep when pressure comes.

This is why Christ warned repeatedly, “He that endureth to the
end shall be saved” (Matthew 24:13). Endurance is not
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enthusiasm. It is continued obedience when obedience is costly.
Fear sustains endurance because it remembers who God is.

Fear does not produce despair. It produces urgency. Scripture
says, “Today if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts”
(Hebrews 4:7). Fear responds today because it understands
tomorrow is not guaranteed. “Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for
thou knowest not what a day may bring forth” (Proverbs 27:1).
Fear keeps hope honest. Hope without fear becomes
presumption. Scripture warns, “Let him that thinketh he standeth
take heed lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12). Fear does not weaken
confidence. It guards it.

This is why Scripture ties blessing to fear. “Blessed is every one
that feareth the Lord; that walketh in His ways” (Psalm 128:1).
Blessing follows walking, not claiming. Fear keeps the feet on the
path.

At this point, Scripture leaves no room for distance or abstraction.
The issue is no longer definition. It is response.

“Why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?”
(Luke 6:406)

That question was not asked to unbelievers. It was asked to
followers.

Fear answers that question with obedience.

Fear begins when truth confronts the will, when obedience is
required. fear welcomes examination, so the test becomes
unavoidable. “And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.”
(Acts 2:42) “While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice,
harden not your hearts, as in the provocation.” (Hebrews 3:15)

When God convicts you, do you obey immediately or delay?

When Scripture confronts you, do you submit or reinterpret?
When obedience costs comfort, do you choose truth or relief?
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Scripture already answered what delay means. “To him that
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin” (James
4:17).

Fear does not argue with that.
Fear does not soften it.
Fear obeys it.

And that is why the fear of the Lord remains the beginning of
wisdom and the guardrail of salvation.

Fear of the Lord does not exist to inform. It exists to separate
truth from self-deception. Scripture says, “The word of God is
quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword...
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart”
(Hebrews 4:12). Fear allows that sword to cut. Pride resists it.
This is why Scripture does not ask whether you believe. It asks
whether you obey. “Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving your own selves” (James 1:22). Hearing without
obedience is not immaturity, it is deception.

Many assume they are walking with God because they feel
conviction. Scripture never says conviction proves obedience.
Conviction proves opportunity. What follows conviction reveals
the heart. “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous
therefore, and repent” (Revelation 3:19). Rebuke ignored hardens.
Rebuke obeyed restores.

This is the first test.

When God convicts you, what happens next?

Scripture already answered. “He that being often reproved
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without
remedy” (Proverbs 29:1). Reproof that produces no change is not
patience. It is resistance.

Fear responds and Pride delays.
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Many say they are waiting on God. Scripture exposes this lie.
“Today if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts”
(Hebrews 3:15). Delay is not waiting on God. Delay is training the
heart to argue with Him.

This is the second test.

When obedience costs comfort, do you still obey?

Scripture defines discipleship clearly. “If any man will come after
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow
Me” (Luke 9:23). If obedience only happens when it is painless,
fear was never present.

Fear does not ask what obedience will cost.

Fear obeys because God has spoken.

Many claim peace while living in disobedience. Scripture warns
that this is not peace at all. “There is no peace, saith my God, to
the wicked” (Isaiah 57:21). Silence after sin is not approval. It is
warning,.

This is the third test.

Has peace increased because obedience increased, or because
conviction faded?

Scripture says, “Great peace have they which love Thy law: and
nothing shall offend them” (Psalm 119:165). Peace flows from
obedience, not avoidance.

Fear also exposes selective obedience. Scripture does not accept
partial surrender. “Cursed be he that doeth the work of the Lord
deceitfully” (Jeremiah 48:10). To obey where it is easy and resist
where it costs is not sincerity. It is rebellion with boundaries.
This is the fourth test.

Is there any area of your life where God’s command is known but
ignored?

Scripture answers without apology. “To him that knoweth to do
good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin” (James 4:17).

Fear does not negotiate that truth.

Fear submits to it.
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Fear also reveals whether grace has been understood or abused.
Scripture asks plainly, “Shall we continue in sin, that grace may
abound? God forbid” (Romans 6:1-2). Grace that does not
change behavior is not grace received, it is grace presumed.
This is the fifth test.

Has grace trained you to deny sin, or only to excuse it?

Scripture defines real grace. “The grace of God... teaching us
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly” (Titus 2:11-12). Grace that teaches nothing has been
silenced by comfort.

Fear also tests prayer. Scripture is direct. “If I regard iniquity in
my heart, the Lord will not hear me” (Psalm 66:18). When prayer
loses authority, fear has already been compromised.

This is the sixth test.

When you pray, do you confess sin or defend it?

One opens heaven, the other closes it.

Fear also exposes loyalty. Scripture says, “No man can serve two
masters” (Matthew 6:24). Neutral ground does not exist. Where
obedience hesitates, another authority is already ruling.

This is the seventh test.

Who has the final say over your choices, God or comfort?
Scripture already judged this. “The fear of man bringeth a snare:
but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe” (Proverbs
29:25). “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to
kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul
and body in hell.” (Matthew 10:28).

Fear of God drives out fear of people. If people’s reactions
govern obedience, fear of God has been displaced.

Fear does not ask whether you feel saved. It asks whether you are
submitted. Scripture says, “Not every one that saith unto Me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of My Father” (Matthew 7:21). Words without
obedience do not stand in judgment.

This is the final test.
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If God were to judge your life by obedience rather than
confession, what would testify for you?

Scripture says, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:
Fear God, and keep His commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13).

Fear of the Lord is not a feeling to experience.

It is a posture to live in.

Where fear remains active, repentance stays near, obedience stays
clear, grace stays powerful, and salvation stays guarded.

Where fear is removed, truth becomes dangerous, correction
becomes offensive, grace becomes permission, and faith becomes
words.

Scripture does not leave this open-ended.

“Why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?”
(Luke 6:406)

That question does not need commentary.

Fear answers it with obedience.

Fear is the moment truth confronts the will and the soul submits,
without negotiation, delay, or redefinition.

And obedience answers it today.

Fear of the Lord always brings a moment of decision. Scripture
never allows truth to remain theoretical. “I call heaven and earth
to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and
death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life” (Deuteronomy
30:19). Once truth is revealed, neutrality disappears. Silence
becomes a choice. Delay becomes agreement.

This is why Scripture warns that light increases responsibility.
“That servant, which knew his lord’s will, and prepared not
himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with
many stripes” (Luke 12:47). Knowledge without obedience does
not protect, it testifies. Fear understands that truth received is
truth owed.

God does not require immediate perfection, but He does require
immediate surrender. Scripture never honors intention without

action. “Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance”
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(Matthew 3:8). Repentance that produces no fruit is not
repentance. Fear makes repentance visible.

This is where many hesitate. They want assurance before
obedience. Scripture reverses that order. “Draw nigh to God, and
He will draw nigh to you” (James 4:8). God does not move
toward resistance. He responds to surrender. Fear moves first.
Fear does not wait for emotions to align. Scripture says, “We walk
by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7). Obedience often
precedes understanding. Abraham obeyed before he knew where
he was going (Hebrews 11:8). Fear trusts God’s authority more
than its own clarity.

This is why Scripture warns against protecting sin under patience.
“He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth
the clouds shall not reap” (Ecclesiastes 11:4). Waiting for ideal
conditions is often disguised rebellion. Fear obeys in imperfect
circumstances.

Fear also demands separation. Scripture is explicit. “Come out
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord” (2
Corinthians 6:17). Separation is not isolation. It is allegiance. Fear
draws lines where God draws lines and refuses to blur them for
peace.

Fear also brings restoration. Scripture never calls fear destructive.
“The Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear Him, in those that
hope in His mercy” (Psalm 147:11). Fear and hope are not
enemies. Fear keeps hope anchored in truth instead of
presumption.

This is why Scripture promises mercy to those who fear God.
“Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that
fear Him” (Psalm 103:13). Fear does not push God away. It draws
Him near. It keeps the relationship honest.

But Scripture also makes clear that fear must remain active. “Serve
the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling” (Psalm 2:11).
Rejoicing without fear becomes carelessness. Fear keeps joy clean.
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At this point, the Word has done its work. The line is clear. The
tests have been given. The excuses have been removed.
What remains is response.

Scripture says, “If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good
of the land” (Isaiah 1:19). Willingness without obedience is
incomplete. Obedience without willingness becomes mechanical.
Fear joins both.

If fear is present, obedience will not be postponed.

If fear is present, repentance will not be partial.

If fear is present, comfort will not rule decisions.

Scripture does not ask for explanation.

It asks for submission.

“Choose you this day whom ye will serve” (Joshua 24:15).

That choice is not emotional.

It is behavioral.

Fear of the Lord answers that choice with obedience.

And obedience, once chosen, must begin now, not later.

“Now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2
Corinthians 6:2).

Fear hears that word and responds.

Fear of the Lord does not end with emotion, reflection, or
agreement. Scripture never treats truth as something to admire.
Truth is something to obey or reject. “He that rejecteth Me, and
receiveth not My words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that
I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day” (John
12:48). Light received becomes witness.

At this point, ignorance can no longer be claimed. Scripture says,
“This is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and
men loved darkness rather than light” (John 3:19). Love is
revealed by choice. Fear of the Lord chooses light even when it
exposes.

God does not ask whether this study was convincing. He asks
whether obedience followed. “Why call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do
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not the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46). That question ends all
debate. Titles do not substitute submission.

Scripture shows that when God speaks and man delays, the heart
begins to calcify. “Because I have called, and ye refused... I also
will laugh at your calamity” (Proverbs 1:24-26). This is not cruelty.
It is consequence. Fear understands that God’s patience is mercy,
not permission.

This is why Scripture commands response while the heart is still
soft. “Seek ye the Lord while He may be found, call ye upon Him
while He is near” (Isaiah 55:6). There is a window of grace. Fear
does not presume it will always remain open.

Fear also understands that obedience clarifies everything else.
Scripture says, “If any man will do His will, he shall know of the
doctrine” (John 7:17). Understanding follows obedience, not the
other way around. Many remain confused because they refuse to
obey what they already know.

God is not asking for vows, promises, or emotional declarations.
Scripture warns against that. “Be not rash with thy mouth... God
is in heaven, and thou upon earth” (Ecclesiastes 5:2). Fear speaks
less and obeys more.

What God requires now is simple, but not easy.

Repent where He has convicted you.

Cut off what He has shown you to remove.

Obey what you already know is required.

Scripture never honors delayed repentance. “Break up your fallow
ground: for it is time to seek the Lord” (Hosea 10:12). Time is not
neutral. Time either softens or hardens.

If fear is present, obedience will begin immediately, even if it is
incomplete, uncomfortable, and costly. Scripture says, “The
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart,
O God, thou wilt not despise” (Psalm 51:17). God responds to
sutrender, not performance.
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But Scripture also warns what happens if fear is ignored. “Take
heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief,
in departing from the living God” (Hebrews 3:12). Unbelief here
is not denial of God’s existence. It is refusal to obey His voice.
There is no third category.

Scripture closes the matter plainly. “Fear God, and keep His
commandments: for this is the whole duty of man” (Ecclesiastes
12:13). Everything else flows from this or collapses without it.

If fear of the Lord now lives in you, obedience will follow.

If obedience does not follow, fear was never received.

God has spoken.

Light has been given.

Responsibility now rests with the hearer.

“He that hath ears to hear, let him hear” (Matthew 11:15).

And hearing, in Scripture, has always meant obeying.

Fear of the Lord does not leave a person stranded in exposure.
God never reveals truth to condemn without also providing a way
forward. “The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart;
and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit” (Psalm 34:18). Fear
breaks the heart so grace can heal it.

This is why Scripture consistently joins fear with mercy. “Let us
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews
4:16). Boldness here is not confidence in self. It is confidence in
God’s character. Fear does not flee from God. Fear runs to Him.

God does not demand that you fix everything at once. He
demands that you stop defending what He has exposed. “If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Confession
here means agreement with God, not explanation.

Fear agrees with God quickly.

This is where obedience begins, not in grand gestures, but in
decisive submission. Scripture says, “Turn ye even to Me with all
your heart” (Joel 2:12). Turning is directional. It means stopping
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one way and beginning another. Fear turns without looking back
for permission.

God also promises strength where obedience feels impossible. “It
is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good
pleasure” (Philippians 2:13). Fear does not rely on human resolve.
It relies on divine help. Obedience is required, but power is

supplied.

This is why Scripture never ends with fear alone. It ends with
hope rooted in obedience. “The fear of the Lord is a fountain of
life, to depart from the snares of death” (Proverbs 14:27). Fear
does not trap. Fear frees.

Those who fear God do not live in constant dread. They live in
clarity. They know where they stand. They know what to do. They
know whom they serve. “The secret of the Lord is with them that
fear Him; and He will shew them His covenant” (Psalm 25:14).
Fear brings intimacy, not distance.

This is the promise Scripture holds out.

If you respond to light, God gives more light.

If you obey truth, God gives strength.

If you fear Him, He walks with you.

But Scripture is also honest. Fear must remain active. “Keep
yourselves in the love of God” (Jude 1:21). Love is not passive.
Fear keeps love guarded from drifting into presumption.

So, the call is simple and final.

Repent fully.

Obey immediately.

Walk humbly.

Remain teachable.

Scripture does not require anything more complicated than that.
“What doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” (Micah 6:8).

Fear makes that possible.

Grace makes it sustainable.

Obedience makes it visible.
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The door is open.

The path is clear.

“Blessed are all they that fear the Lord, and walk in His ways”
(Psalm 128:1).

The fear of the Lord is not produced by effort.

It is revealed when resistance is removed.

Scripture never treats obedience as abstract or merely spiritual.
Human beings are embodied souls. What the body practices, the
mind justifies, and the heart eventually follows. This is why the
fear of the Lord cannot survive in theory while rebellion is
practiced in daily life. Fear must be guarded, cultivated, and
protected through intentional submission at every level of the
person.

The goal is not to generate fear as a feeling,

The goal is to eliminate the habits that kill it.

Fear of the Lord remains active where obedience is immediate,
repentance is near, and authority is honored.
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Final Consideration

You have now seen what Scripture says, not what is commonly
taught, not what is assumed, but what is written. At this point, the
issue is no longer understanding, it is response. God does not
measure what you agreed with while reading, He measures what
you obey after seeing it. If something in this study exposed an area
of your life, that was not accidental, that was light, and Scripture is
clear that light brings responsibility. What you now know, you are
accountable for.

This is where many fail. They read, they agree, they feel
conviction, and then they delay. But Scripture does not treat delay
as neutral. “T'o him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to

him it is sin.” So the question is not whether this study was
correct, the question is simple, what will you do with what God
has shown you? Will you obey immediately, or will you explain it
away? Will you remove what He has exposed, or will you manage
it? Will you submit, or will you delay? There is no third option.

God is not asking you to fix everything at once, but He is
requiring that you stop defending what He has already revealed.
Repent where you must repent, cut off what must be cut off, and
obey what you already know. Do not wait for a better moment, do
not wait for stronger feelings, do not wait for more clarity.
Scripture has already spoken, “T'oday, if you hear His voice, do
not harden your heart.” This is that moment.

If the fear of the Lord is present, obedience will follow. If
obedience does not follow, fear was never received. The line is
clear, and the responsibility is now yours. Choose.



Additional Studies Available

These studies are provided freely so anyone may examine the
Scriptures carefully.

All studies follow the numbering system shown below.

Letters are connected to specific study numbers and are meant to
be read together with the corresponding study for deeper
understanding.

The complete list and description of studies are available at:
zionstoar.otrg/biblical-studies.

Letters to the Churches (Continued volumes)

Letters are connected to specific study numbers and are meant to
be read together with the corresponding study for deeper
understanding.

VOLUME I

B2-C02-S01 - Letter - The Power of Names

B3-C02-S01 - Letter - How much is God wotrth

B2-C03-S03 - Letter - Examine Yourselves for an Indwelling
B3-C01-S03 - Letter - The Warning Hidden in the Obedience of
Demons and the Gift of Free Will

B3-C03-S01 - Letter - Discipleship Commitment accountability
B3-C03-S02 - Letter - Called to be set apart - the chosen

VOLUME II

B2-C03-S08 - Letter — A Letter to Those Who Preach a Watered-
Down Gospel

B3-C02-S03 - Letter - When Faithfulness Feels Like Failure
B3-C01-S03 - Letter - The Fear of the Lotd Is the Beginning of
Wisdom

B4-C02-S02 - Letter - The Gray area church - how unity became
and excuse to avoid truth

B4-C02-S03 - Letter - Psychology within the church - When the
Cross was replaced with comfort

B4-C05-S01 - Letter - Open Rebuke Is Better Than Secret Love
B4-C05-S05 - Letter - In the Details Is Where God’s Glory Is
Revealed and Salvation Is Either Preserved or Corrupted



VOLUME III

B3-C01-S03b - Love, Allegiance and the First Command
B3-C06-S01 - The Loneliness of Obedience

B4-C05-S03 - The Mathematics of Deception

B4-C05-S05 - The Rapture — Biblical Truth or Modern Doctrine?

More letters will follow!

The Study Series

Book 1 - The Call

Foundational message explaining why mankind fell, why salvation
is necessary, and how Christ restores the path to God.
B1-C01-S01 - Do You Even Care About the Truth?

B1-C01-S02 - The Fall, the Curse, and God’s Answer
B1-C01-S03 - Christ, the Son of God

B1-C01-S04 - Grace and Mercy What God Gives and Withholds
B1-C01-S05 - What the Holy Spirit Does for Us and In Us
B1-C01-S06 - What Every Believer Must Know

B1-C01-S07 - If You Die Today, Are You Ready

B1-C01-S08 - How to Call Upon the Lord According to Scripture
B1-C01-S09 - Believers and Disciples Not the Same Thing

Book 2 - Salvation According to Scripture
A tull biblical examination of salvation, repentance, faith, baptism,
and the New Covenant.

Chapter 1 - The Biblical Examination of Salvation
B2-C01-S01 through B2-C01-S10

Chapter 2 - Responding to the Gospel
B2-C02-S01 through B2-C02-S06

Chapter 3 - Entering the New Covenant
B2-C03-S01 through B2-C03-S08



Book 3 - Walking Worthy

A study of identity in Christ, obedience, discipleship, holiness, and
spiritual discipline.

Chapters include:

¢ Identity in Christ

* Obedience and Doctrine

* Counting the Cost of Discipleship

* Holiness Expressed in Life

* Disciplines that Sustain the Walk

* Love, Discernment, and Sacrifice

Book 4 - The Narrow Way and the Final Cost

A deeper examination of doctrine, deception, obedience, and final
judgment.

Topics include:

* Testing doctrine

* God’s appointed times

* Resurrection and judgment

e False religions and cults

* Preservation of Scripture

Book 5 - Biblical Covenant Order in the Home
Examining marriage, leadership, and accountability within the
covenant family structure.

Book 6 - Spiritual Warfare
Understanding the believer’s battle against sin, deception, and
spiritual opposition.

If you would like guidance while working through these studies,
you are welcome to contact me for help and direction at any time.
All studies including my time are provided freely for every disciple
of Christ.

Do not delay this examination. Open your Bible today and
test everything you have been taught.



Do Not Keep This Message to Yourself

If this study has caused you to examine the Scriptures more
carefully, do not keep that examination to yourself.

Truth spreads when it is shared.

Consider passing this booklet to someone else who may also need
to ask these same questions.

You may:

* Request another booklet and give it to someone you love

* Give this booklet to a friend or family member

* Leave it where another person may discover it

¢ Share it with someone who sincerely desires to understand
salvation according to Scripture

The apostles did not hide the truth. They spoke it openly so that
others could hear it and examine it.
You can do the same.

Continue Studying the Scriptures

This booklet is only the beginning.

Additional Bible studies that examine salvation, obedience, and
the teachings of Christ and the apostles are available here:
https:/ /zionsroar.otg/biblical-studies

Take time to search the Scriptures carefully and test everything
that you have been taught.

Do not accept or reject anything without examining the Word of
God for yourself.

Truth never fears examination.

Test Everything by Scripture

Do not believe this booklet simply because you have read it.
Open your Bible.

Search the Scriptures.

Examine every claim carefully.

The Bereans were called noble because they searched the
Scriptures daily to verify whether the things they heard were true.
Follow their example.

Test everything by the Word of God.



NEED HELP?
You were not meant to figure this out alone.

If you have questions, need clarification, or want to go through
these studies with someone, reach out.

We will study the Scriptures with you, step by step, so that what

you learn is clear, proven, and grounded in truth.

If what you believe is true, it will stand.
If it is not, it must fall.

Zion’s Roar Holy Spirit Ministry
Proclaiming the Gospel of Christ and calling believers back to the
foundation laid by God in Zion, the doctrine of Christ delivered
through His apostles.
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