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Robie’s Country Store is back in business

By Tony LaCasse
Hooksett Bridge

HOOKSETT - Robie’s
Country Store in Hooksett Vil-
lage has opened its doors un-
der new ownership, bringing
a familiar name back into the
hearts of the community.

The historic family space,
located at 9 Riverside St., is
now proudly leased by the Ro-
bie family of Robie Farm in
Piermont.

The store’s reopening has
been met with much excite-
ment and anticipation as the
community celebrates the con-
tinuation of the store’s legacy
as a country store. The new
Robie’s Country Store offers
a variety of services to cater

ROBIE’S RETURNS - The Robie family has reopened Robie’s Country Store, offering breakfast,
lunch, a butcher counter, and its historic array of political memorabilia. (Tony LaCasse photo)

to the needs of the residents,
including groceries, fresh lo-
cal meat, cheese, deli services,

Hooksett Hero -

The Hooksett Bridge
recognizes Karina Towne
as the first Hooksett Hero
for our summer edition!

Towne is the Hooksett
Town Clerk and an in-
volved citizen, giving her
time to Hooksett schools,
the Hooksett PTA, and
HYAA. She also volun-
teers at town and state
elections.

Karma Towne

“Ever
since I was
little she has
{ | always put
& her best foot
forward
and volun-
teered every
opportunity
said her daughter,

Towne

she got,”

See TOWNE, Page 2

breakfast sandwiches, and
lunch options. The kitchen will
be open until 2 p.m., and an

on-site butcher is available for
customers looking for special
cuts for parties or events.

Local products will be
prominently displayed in the
front section of the store, em-
phasizing the store’s com-
mitment to supporting local
businesses and  producers.
Meanwhile, the middle room
will house frozen meats from
the farm, cheeses, produce, and
other goods. As a special addi-
tion, the store will also offer
alcohol for purchase, making it
a convenient one-stop shop for
residents.

With a focus on commu-
nity engagement, the family
has made provisions for seat-
ing, providing approximately
16 seats through old whiskey
barrel tables and high-top

SEF ROBIE'S Page 6

Old Home Day takes place Sept. 16

HOOKSETT - Hooksett
Old Home Day 2023: Celebrat-
ing Community and Heritage
is set for Sept. 16. at Donati
Memorial Field in the Village.

The day promises to be a
fantastic occasion for people
of all ages. Visitors can enjoy a
wide array of activities, includ-
ing browsing through numer-
ous vendor stalls, witnessing
fascinating ~ demonstrations,
relishing the delicious offer-
ings from food vendors, and

experiencing the Hooksett Fire
Department’s famous french
fry stand. The highlight of the
event will be the town’s spec-
tacular fireworks display pro-
vided by Hooksett Fireworks.
It traces its origins back to
the concept of Old Home Day,
which was developed by Gov-
ernor Frank Rollins in 1899 to
bring former residents of New
Hampshire back to their home-
towns. This idea was born in
response to the decline of rural

areas in the state due to mi-
gration towards urban centers
with industrial jobs.

The event was envisioned
as a celebration of the agrarian
way of life and an opportunity
to renew old friendships. Over
the years, Old Home Day has
evolved into a cherished tradi-
tion in New Hampshire, with
towns organizing festivities
that include parades, barbe-

See OLD HOME Page 8
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Salvation Army helps shop for school

HOOKSETT - The Hooksett
Salvation Army is bringing
back the Back to School Shop-
ping program. The program
provides a chance for kids to
get new clothes for school that
parents might not otherwise be
able to provide.

Volunteers are needed to
help chaperone the shopping
with the children for the back
to school campaign. Male

TOWNE - cont.

Continued from Page 1
Makenzie. “She spends all her

free time volunteering and has
taken up opportunities that no
one else has stepped up to do.
Being the town clerk is one

of the biggest choices she has
made and it was done in hopes
of helping the community for
the better. She will always be
someone to look up to and
such an asset to our town.

“I look up to her because
she’s so hardworking every
day and she pushes me and
my brother to follow in her
footsteps to be leaders as we

chaperones are desperately
needed.

The event will be at the
Hooksett Target on Tuesday,
Aug. 8§, from 8 to 10 a.m. We
have budgeted for 30 children
this year.

Register at https://forms.
gle/KMbaFv7ZLhFp8ql1Ve..
Contact Tammy Hooker, vol-
unteer coordinator, at Hooksett
SAbacktoschool@gmail.com.

grow up. Not only is she my
hero but she’s our whole fam-
ily’s hero. She’s the glue in
our household and not much
would get done without her.”

The Hooksett Bridge con-
gratulates Towne and thanks
her for all she has done.

Nominations for Hooksett
Hero may be submitted to the-
hooksettbridge@gmail.com.
Include your thoughts as to
why you believe this person is
deserving of the next Hooksett
Bridge recognition of Hook-
sett Hero.
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EAGLE EYE - Stephen Boyd, right, enjoys a moment of victory wearing his Silver Medal with Carroll

“Blue” Walsh of North Carolina, Bronze; and Rick Stonebraker of Texas, Gold. (Courtesy photo)

Boyd scores Silver in archery

PITTSBURGH, PA - Over
11,000 athletes gathered in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in
July to prove that age does not
matter when it comes to sports.
The National Senior Games
Association, held every two
years, brings individuals ages
50-100+ together displaying
talents in 20 sports. Hooksett’s
Stephen Boyd was one of them.

Along with 80 other ath-
letes representing the state of
New Hampshire, Boyd com-
peted in barebow archery,
taking the Silver for his age
group. He, with 28 other New

Hampshire athletes, brought
home medals.

“Considering [’ve only
been shooting archery for five
years, I’'m pretty happy with
my results,” said Boyd of his
two-day score. “This event
brings out some amazing com-
petitors. People are supportive
and help each other bring out
their best.”

Locally, Boyd is a mem-
ber of the Pioneer Sportsman’s
Club in Dunbarton. This was
the second Senior Games tour-
nament for him, having first
experienced the event in Al-

buquerque, New Mexico, in
2019. Knowing the caliber of
skills he’d be facing, Boyd was
pleased to see that all his prac-
tice paid off.

The next National Senior
Games will be held in Des
Moines, lowa, in 2025. Boyd
said anyone who enjoys a sport
should explore the opportu-
nities in participating in these
games. He is already begin-
ning plans for the challenge.

For more information, vis-
it nsga.com.
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Hooksett Community Kitchen
offers free monthly meals

HOOKSETT -
Many local residents
are finding the Hooksett
Community Kitchen as
a place to gather and
enjoy a delicious meal
on the third Monday of
each month from 5-6
p.m.

For over a decade
folks have found the
community kitchen at
5 Veteran’s Drive as a
place to socialize and
share a meal. All ages
are welcome.

Throughout the past
couple of years, many
organizations have
sponsored meals. Troop
603, Hooksett Lions
Club, Hooksett Area
Rotary, The Common
Man, Hooksett Salvation

Army, Hooksett Congre-
gational Church mem-
bers and friends, and
Raymond High School
girl’s basketball team
have partnered to make
this community endeav-
or successful.

Schedule of meals

* Aug. 21 — annual
cookout

* Sept. 18 — barbe-
cued turkey meatball

* Oct.16— Italian
chicken (back by popu-
lar demand),

* Nov. 20 — chicken
with stuffing and gravy

* Dec.18 - spiral
ham

All meals include
side dishes, dessert, and
beverage.

Citizens of Year named by Lions Club

HOOKSETT - The Hooksett
Lions Club has name Sally and
Wayne Gehris the 2023 Hooksett
Citizens of the Year.

For over five decades, Sally
and Wayne have been actively in-
volved in Hooksett civic affairs,
giving their time and energy to
help others. No matter where
there has been a need, they have
been there.

Sally was instrumental in
starting the Hooksett Communi-
ty Food Pantry in 2007. She has
served as the chairman or assis-
tant chairman of the pantry since
its inception. She served as pres-
ident or treasurer of the Hooksett
Woman’s Club for many years.
She held many positions in the
Village School’s PTA and Me-
morial School’s PTO from 1978-
1993. She was the New Hamp-
shire PTA Member of the Year
in 1980. Sally was a Rebekah
for many years and did volun-
teer work through this organiza-
tion. She was a Brownie and Girl
Scout leader for many years and

Find The Hooksett Bridge
at these convenient locations:

Hooksett Library & Town Hall
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Robie’s Country Store Sully’s Superette Allenstown
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held the position of cookie sales
chairman one year. Sally also
holds membership in the Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary. She was
active in the West HS Booster
Club from 1987-1991.

Wayne was a member of the
Hooksett Youth Athletic Associ-
ation and coached Little League
baseball. He was also a leader
in creating the local post of the
VFW and has been a long-time
member. He is a member of
the American Legion Post 37.
Wayne has been an active mem-
ber of the Hooksett Lions Club
for 37 years. He has held many
positions, including president
several times. He has held lead-
ership roles, including president,
secretary, and treasurer. He par-
ticipates in a leadership role in
every club function and project,
including the annual Model Train
Show and eye screenings. He is
a Lions progressive Melvin Jones
Fellow. Wayne is active in the Li-
ons Adopt-A-Highway Program
with the DOT. Wayne served as

OPEN
WED - SAT

CAKEFAIRYNH.CO

treasurer in Cub Scout Pack 292.
Wayne has served as a Hooksett
Trustee of the Trust Funds. He
also worked as a volunteer at
many PTA and PTO functions.

Sally and Wayne have rung
bells for the Salvation Army,
worked at Hooksett Old Home
Day, and counted many votes at
town elections. They were past
members of the Hooksett Grange.
They have both held many posi-
tions at the Hooksett Congrega-
tional Church, including Sunday
School teachers and Youth Group
leaders. They were both members
of the UNH Parents Association
from 1991-1995.

They moved to Hooksett in
1972, and it is not possible to list
all of the many contributions they
have made throughout the 50 plus
years that they have worked for
the betterment of our community.

The event to honor the 2023
Hooksett Citizens of the year will
be announced shortly.

CAKE FAIRY.
BAKERY

locoted on Fhe 2.6 oyplss.
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The Robie Family - separated by space and time

By Tony LaCasse
Hooksett Bridge

HOOKSETT - In the
quaint town of Hooksett
stands a historical gem that
has been at the heart of the
community for generations:
Robie’s Country Store. This
beloved establishment, with
its charming red facade and
welcoming atmosphere, holds
a rich history that spans back
to the early days of the Robie
family in the New World.

The tale begins in the
1600s when Henry Robie, a
daring adventurer, ventured
across the ocean to America,
seeking new opportunities and
a fresh start. In 1639, he set-
tled in the rugged landscapes
of New Hampshire, becoming
the first Robie to set foot in
the New World. With Henry’s
courage and determination,
he laid the foundation for a
lineage that would endure
through the ages.

Henry Robie’s son, John,
carried on the family legacy,
embracing the rugged life of
the early settlers. Tragically,
during an Indian raid, John,
his wife, and their children
lost their lives. The sole sur-
vivor of this devastating event
was a brave teenager named
Ichabod, who would later
become known as Lt. Col. Ich-
abod Robie. Kidnapped and

The Robie Farm owners, Betty Sue and Lee Robie, surrounded by their family at their 150-acre farm on the Con-
necticut River in Piermont. (Tony LaCasse photo)

taken to Canada by the Native
Americans, Ichabod managed
to escape and embarked on

an incredible journey back to
Southern New Hampshire,
where he rebuilt his life.

With time, Ichabod mar-
ried and started a family of his
own. His wife, Marie Cass,
stood by his side as they raised
several children, including two
sons, Samuel and John, the
latter named in honor of his
deceased grandfather. These

No need for stress, we can clean the mess!!

Weekly-Bisweekly-Monthly

Deep Cleaning
Clean Outs

Free estimates

Annette 603-391-6249

two sons would play a pivotal
role in the future of the Robie
family, laying the groundwork
for the branches that would
follow.

As years passed, Samuel
Robie’s descendants settled in
Hooksett, where they estab-
lished their roots and became
an integral part of the com-
munity. Their journey led to
the creation of the cherished
Robie’s Country Store, a hub
where locals and visitors alike
found warmth, conversation,
and a sense of belonging.

Meanwhile, John Robie’s
descendants made their way
across the Connecticut River,
to the picturesque town of
Piermont. Here, they estab-
lished the renowned Robie
Farm, nurturing the land and
cultivating a legacy that con-
tinued to thrive through the
generations.

Remarkably, for nearly

three centuries, the descen-
dants of Samuel and John Ro-
bie lived their lives separately,
unaware of their close familial
ties. As the distance between
them seemed vast in those
bygone days, modern times
have brought a rekindling of
their connection. Through a
series of serendipitous events,
the Hooksett Robies and the
Piermont Robies discovered
their shared ancestry, uniting
the two branches of the family
that had been separated for so
long.

This newfound awareness
brought a profound sense of
kinship and belonging, tran-
scending geographical bound-
aries and historical divides.
The blood that flows through
the veins of the patrons of
Robie’s Country Store in
Hooksett and the caretakers of
Robie Farm in Piermont now
runs thicker than ever, remind-

ing them of the remarkable
tale that began with Henry
Robie’s voyage to the New
World.

In the late 1800s, the
Hooksett Robie family played
a pivotal role in the bustling
Hooksett Village, where they
ran a busy and popular mer-
cantile store. George A. Robie
was the trailblazer of this
family venture, purchasing
the store in Hooksett in 1887.
Over the next 110 years, the
store would pass down from
father to son, becoming an en-
during institution that served
the town with much-needed
staples and supplies. Addi-
tionally, it functioned as the
local post office, solidifying
its place as a vital part of the
community.

As generations of Hook-
sett Robies continued to man-
age the store, they embraced
their role as businessmen
while also remaining deeply
involved in the town’s affairs.
One notable couple from
the Hooksett Robie family
was Lloyd Robie and his
wife, Dot. They epitomized
the family’s commitment to
family, friends, and commu-
nity, dedicating their free time
to bettering the lives of those
around them. Their devotion
to history, family, and commu-
nity echoed the values upheld
by the Piermont Robies.

Lloyd and Dot Robie’s
contributions to the town did
not go unnoticed. In 1978,
they were honored by the
Hooksett Men’s Club as “Citi-
zens of The Year,” a testament
to the impact they had on the
community they cherished.
Their mercantile store, fondly
known as “Robie’s,” thrived
under their stewardship,

Continued on next page
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Robies Country Store - a historic legacy preserved

By Tony LaCasse
Hooksett Bridge

HOOKSETT - In the
late 1990s, the small town of
Hooksett faced an emotional
moment when the iconic Ro-
bie’s Country Store, which had
been run by a member of the
Robie family for four genera-
tions spanning over 110 years,
had to close its doors. Dot and
Lloyd Robie, the last family
owners, were faced with health
issues that necessitated the dif-
ficult decision to retire and bid
farewell to the store that had
become a beloved community
institution.

For the residents of Hook-
sett, the closure of Robie’s
Country Store marked the end
of an era, leaving a void in
the hearts of many. Over 400
people came to visit Dot and
Lloyd for the last time inside
the store, reflecting the deep
emotional connection between
the community and the store-
keepers who had served them
for decades.

However, amidst the sad-
ness and nostalgia, an oppor-
tunity emerged to preserve
the legacy of Robie’s Country
Store and protect its historical
charm and integrity.

“It all started on Nov. 1
1997,” said Robert Schroeder,
current president of the non-
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profit Robie’s Country Store
Historic Preservation Corpora-
tion. Schroeder, a dear friend of
Dot and Lloyd Robie and real
estate broker at the time, un-
derstood the family’s passion
for the store and their desire
to see it continue as a country
store, serving the village and
preserving its unique character.

Recognizing the signifi-
cance of the store to the town’s
history and culture, a group of
highly talented local people
came together to form the non-
profit. Their mission was clear

- to acquire the property from
the Robie family and ensure
the store’s continued operation
as a community asset, adhering
to the original vision of Dot
and Lloyd Robie.

In 2000, the Preservation
Corporation successfully pur-
chased the property through
a fair and equitable payment
plan, securing the future of Ro-
bie’s Country Store as a living
museum and a testament to the
town’s heritage.

Fast forward to 2023, when
Lee Robie, a member of the

Robie’s Country Store in 1896 before the fire that destroyed the building in 1906. (Courtesy photo)

Robie family from Robie Farm
in Piermont, discovered the
connection between his fami-
ly and the Hooksett Robies. It
was a serendipitous moment
that completed the full-circle
life story of the store. Lee’s
interest in expanding his farm
products to the southern New
Hampshire market led to a
lease agreement with the Pres-
ervation Corporation, bringing
the store back into the Robie
family’s hands after 25 years.
John Brock, boyhood
friend of Lee Robie, made the

Cont’ from previous page

evolving into more than just a
store—it became a gathering
place and a symbol of endur-
ing unity.

As the years passed, the
Hooksett Robie family’s
mercantile store continued
to be a beacon of tradition
and service, creating a pro-
found connection between the
Robies and the residents of

Hooksett.

With dedication and de-
votion, Lloyd and Dot Robie
ran the store and post office
until Nov. 1, 1997, when
they retired. Their retirement
signaled the end of a chapter
in New Hampshire history, as
well as the closing of the Ro-
bie family legacy associated
with the mercantile store.

Though the mercantile
store’s ownership may have

changed hands, the legacy

of the Hooksett Robie fam-
ily remains woven into the
fabric of Hooksett’s history.
The spirit of community, the
commitment to family, and
the love for the town that
George A. Robie first brought
to Hooksett continues to thrive
in the hearts of its residents.
The story of the Hooksett
Robies, intertwined with the
story of the Piermont Robies,

is a testament to the enduring
power of family ties, com-
munity bonds, and the shared
history that binds them togeth-
er. Robie’s Country Store in
Hooksett stands not only as a
cherished historical landmark
but also as a testament to the
indomitable spirit of the Robie
family and their lasting impact
on the people they served.

connection of Lee and Robert
Schroeder, which in turn al-
lowed for both families to fi-
nally connect after nearly 300
years.

With Lee Robie at the
helm, the store was set to con-
tinue its legacy as a country
store, just as it was originally
intended by the Robie family
when they started operating it
in 1887. The love and passion
that Dot and Lloyd poured into
the store nearly 40 years reso-
nated through the generations,
making it a community gather-
ing space cherished by all.

As the Robie’s Country
Store Historic Preservation
Corporation continues to rely
on community support through
donations, volunteers, and con-
tributions from local business-
es, the dream of preserving this
historic landmark and main-
taining its unique character
lives on.

The story of Robie’s Coun-
try Store is one of dedication,
love, and a shared commitment
to preserving history and her-
itage. From its origins in the
bustling town of Hooksett to
its current place as a cherished
community asset, Robie’s
Country Store stands as a tes-
tament to the power of a united
community coming together to
protect and celebrate its past
for generations to come.

Say
you saw it
m
The Hooksett
Bridge!
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Submit your
news and photos
to The Hooksett

Bridge!

Items should be no
longer than 300 words.
Photos must be sent
as separate files at full
size. Bear in mind that
this is a quarterly
newspaper!

We do not accept letters
or opinion pieces.

Send your news to us

at thehooksettbridge@

gmail.com by Oct. 15
for the Nov. 1 issue.

ROBIE'’S - cont.

Continued from Page 1

chairs. Sit-down tables in the
front and back rooms also offer
comfortable spaces for patrons
to enjoy their meals or simply
relax.

One tradition that will con-
tinue at Robie’s is the presence
of political candidates, who
will be making their campaign
stops at the store. The store’s
historical significance and its
connection to New Hamp-
shire’s presidential primaries
make it an ideal venue for can-
didates to connect with voters.

Presidential candidate
Robert F. Kennedy is expected
to pay a visit to the store be-
tween Aug. 9 and 11.

Robie’s Country Store is
all set to make a welcoming
entrance into the community
with a special grand opening
event on Sunday, Aug. 20,
from noon to 3 p.m., coincid-
ing with the Hooksett Village
Farmers Market. Live music on

READY TO EAT - A breakfast sandwich at Robie’s Country Store.

(Courtesy photo)
the front porch will set the cel-

ebratory tone, and the day will

be marked by a ribbon-cutting
ceremony at 12:30 p.m.

The store’s hours of ser-
vice will be from Monday to
Saturday, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., en-
suring that residents have am-
ple opportunities to explore the
offerings and experience the
warm ambiance of the store.

The store will be closed on
Sundays, but it will be made
available to the community
and the public for use and rent-
als on an as-needed basis, fur-
ther cementing its position as a
community space.

The return of the Robie
family to the heart of Hook-
sett Village is a moment of joy
and celebration for the entire
town. Robie’s is back in busi-
ness, and with its wide array of
offerings and commitment to
preserving the historic legacy
of the location, it promises to
be a cherished gathering spot
for years to come.

¢ The Robie’s Are Back!
Now Open Mon - Sat /AM-6PM
O Riverside Street, Hooksett, 603-485-7761

Come and see the revitalization of the famous Robie Country Store!

We harken back to a time when customer service and diversity of products
were #1! Come see our wide selection of goods, Home made sandwiches,
Deli meats and proteins for the most health conscious customers!

Straight from the Robie Farm in Piermont to your doorstep here in Hooksett!
Baked Goods, Hats, Shirts, Jams, Cleaning Products, Beer, Wine, Cooking supplies
(AND MAYBE A POLITICIAN OR TWO!)

SEE YOU SOON!
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Amoskeag Youth Rowing Team 1nvites members

HOOKSETT - Hooksett is home to
the Amoskeag Rowing Club. The club
offers opportunities for rowers of all
ages, levels, and abilities the opportuni-
ty to learn and participate in the sport.

Many residents are not aware of the
co-ed competitive youth rowing team’s
existence. The ARC Youth team runs
a competitive program in the fall and
spring and developmental programs in
the summer. It has a team of experi-

enced coaches who work with athletes
of all levels.

The programs are offered at the
ARC boathouse which is conveniently
located next to the dog park in Hooksett.
Middle school and high school students
from eight different towns in southern
and central New Hampshire participate
on ARC’s competitive youth team.

Rowing is a unique sport which
offers distinctive benefits to its partici-
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HOOKSETT - Hooksett Kiwan-
is and the Chamber of Commerce
have completed the initial plan to
welcome visitors to the Town of
Hooksett. After receiving approval
from both the town and state, two
new Welcome to Hooksett signs
have been erected.

The first sign is located on
Route 3 South at the intersection of
Pleasant Street. The second sign is
located on the 28 By-Pass in front of
the CMC facility.

Future plans are in the works
for having plants or flowers placed

18
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A WARM WELCOME - Standing by one of two new signs welcoming people to
Hooksett are, from left: Tom Lavery, Kiwanis Club president; Andre Garron,
Hooksett Town Administor; Tim Tsantoulis, Town Council chairman; and Tyler
Halstead, Chamber of Commerce president. (Courtesy photo)

New signs welcome everyone to Hooksett
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around these signs to make them
more attractive, similar to the Hook-
sett sign on Route 3 North just past
the 1-93 overpass at Exit 9.

Hooksett Kiwanis and the
Hooksett Chamber of Commerce
made this possible financially. Blue
Ribbon fence helped to install the
signs, and Dave and Paul Scar-
petti assisted with installation and
worked with state DOT on regula-
tions.

To help support future signs,
contact Kiwanis at hooksettkiwanis
@gmail.com.

pants. The physical benefits of rowing
are unsurpassed. During the competi-
tive seasons, youth practice five days
a week after school and participate in
regional competitions, called regattas,
on the weekends. Most of the power
comes from the athlete’s lower body,
but rowing is a full body workout
which involves the legs, core, arms,
and back.

Other physical fitness advantag-
es of rowing include cardiovascular
health, strength, endurance, balance,
and flexibility.

Another noteworthy benefit of row-
ing is that athletes can participate well
beyond high school. The ARC mem-
bership includes rowers young and old.
Many youth who haven’t found a sport
are delighted to find that with hard
work, they are able to find success as a
rower on the ARC youth rowing team.

There is no sport where teamwork
is more important. Athletes row as
one unit and success is dependent on

X

X

the ability of each athlete to keep pace
with the other rowers in his boat. The
ARC youth team works hard but it also
has fun. The fun isn’t exclusive to the
youth rowers, families of rowers have
many opportunities to socialize at re-
gattas.

The ARC youth team is always
looking for new youth rowers to join
the team. The club is committed to
making the sport accessible and offers
scholarships to those with demonstrat-
ed financial need. ARC leadership un-
derstands that joining the youth team
is a big obligation. It is dedicated to
helping families overcome barriers to
participation like transportation,etc.
Prospective athletes are invited to try
rowing before making a full commit-
ment to the team. Information can be
found on the club website: amoskea-
growing.org. Questions can be emailed
to membership@amoskeagrowing.org.

- Maxine Ryan-Jacobson

X
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OLD HOME - cont.

Continued from Page 1

cues, potluck suppers, historic
home tours, dances, games,
and music. It serves as a grand
family reunion, emphasizing
the importance of community
life and fostering connections
among neighbors.

In the case of Hooksett,
Old Home Day started in the
1980s, relatively more recently
compared to other communi-
ties in the state that embraced
the tradition in the early 1900s.
In the early days of Hooksett’s
Old Home Day, the organizing
committee, comprised of local
residents, including Paul Lam-
bert and his friends, aimed to
create a fun event for the com-
munity. At that time, Hooksett
was a close-knit town where
people knew each other, mak-
ing the event a gathering of
friends and family celebrating
the end of summer together.

During the early days of
Old Home Day in Hooksett, the
committee had limited resourc-
es, but they made the most of
what they had. For instance,
they rigged up a makeshift
speaker system from a pickup
truck to play music at the park.
They also constructed a large
concrete barbecue pit where
they cooked the now-famous

chicken barbecue. The event
took place at Lambert Park,
attracting neighbors from all
over town who either walked
or drove to the venue. Various
activities, including canoe rac-
es by the river, added to the fun
and excitement.

As years passed, Hook-
sett Old Home Day grew in
popularity, and the event had
to be moved to Donati Field
around 20 years ago to accom-
modate the increasing number
of attendees. Presently, Carrie
Hyde serves as the coordinator
for Hooksett Old Home Day,
and her team aims to provide
the community with a delight-
ful and free event featuring
vendors, entertainment, and
amusements.

As the tradition of Old
Home Day endures, it con-
tinues to symbolize the im-
portance of community and
belonging, fostering a sense
of togetherness among resi-
dents. It serves as a reminder
of the agrarian roots of New
Hampshire and the value of
preserving local history and
cherished customs. So, as the
2023 Hooksett Old Home Day
approaches, the excitement is
palpable, and the community
eagerly anticipates yet another
memorable celebration of their

town’s heritage and spirit.

Schedule

10 a.m. - Parade - The day
kicks off with a lively parade
starting at Lambert’s Park on
Merrimack Street. The proces-
sion will make its way to the
Donati Playground entrance,
culminating at the Old Home
Day Stage.

10:30 a.m. - Opening Cer-
emony - The event’s grand
opening will feature a special
performance by the Pinkerton
Academy Band, setting the
tone for a day of celebration.

10:50 - 11:05 a.m. - N-Step
Demo - Be amazed by the
exciting dance moves and
demonstrations by N-Step.

11:10 - 11:25 am. - Un-
bound Dance Academy Demo
- Enjoy another captivating
dance performance by the tal-
ented Unbound Dance Acade-
my.

11:30 am. - B.J. Hick-
man - Prepare to be dazzled by
magic and entertainment.

12:15 - 2 p.m. - Live music
- Relax and enjoy the soothing
tunes of Dan Morgan on guitar
and vocals, accompanied by
Lynda Nelson on guitar and
vocals, and Jody Bregler on
cajon and vocals.

2:00 p.m. - BJ Hickman

Aaron’s OQutdoor Care

Tree Pruning & Removal
Property Management - Lawn Care

Landscaping - Storage - Dehris Removal

Gutter Cleaning - Snow Plowing
“One CGall Does it All”

(603) 370-2066

“Veteran Owned & Operated”
ahaye 1 25@gaﬂ com . candta MH

(wncore Performance) - B.J.
Hickman returns to the stage
to enchant the audience once
more with his mesmerizing
magic.

2:50 - 3:35 p.m. - The Bel
Airs - Get ready to groove to
the thythm of The Bel Airs’
captivating musical perfor-
mance.

3:40 - 4:25 p.m. - Don
Smith - Experience the musical
talent of Don Smith.

4:30 p.m. - Blues Brothers
- The Blues Brothers tribute
act will have you dancing and
singing along to their energetic
tunes.

5:00 p.m. - Vendor depar-
ture - As the day winds down,
vendors will begin to depart,
but the fun is far from over.

Fireworks at Dusk - As
the sky darkens, prepare to be
awestruck by the breathtaking
fireworks display, lighting up
the night in a spectacular cel-
ebration of community spirit.

Eating Contests - Join in
the culinary fun with three ex-
citing eating contests through-
out the day. Test your skills and
appetite in these lighthearted
competitions:

12:30 p.m. - Watermel-
on Eating Contest at the Old
Home Day Booth. Sign up
between 10:00 a.m. and 12:15
p.m.

1:30 p.m. - Pizza Eating
Contest at the Old Home Day
Booth. Sign up between 10:00
a.m. and 1:15 p.m.

3:00 p.m. - Pie Eating
Contest at the Old Home Day
Booth. Sign up between 10
a.m. and 2:45 p.m.

Save the date for 2023!
Mark your calendars for next
year’s Hooksett Old Home
Day, scheduled for the same
third Saturday in September, as
the tradition continues to bring
joy and unity to the communi-
ty.

Please note that all times
are subject to change without
notice.

The library

1S your
community
resource

HOOKSETT -The Hooksett
Library’s fiscal year 2022-23
ended in June. The highlight
of the year was being honored
with the Community Impact
Award, as part of an annual
program sponsored by Hook-
sett Kiwanis to recognize
community leaders.

This award really encap-
sulates and validates the
library’s ongoing mission to
be a community resource con-
nection, providing programs,
resources and materials to
meet the educational, social,
and recreational needs and
interests of the community.

The Hooksett Library’s
fiscal year 2022-23 saw an in-
crease from the previous year
in total circulation by +18%,
circulation of eAudiobooks by
+17%, borrowers of eBooks
and eAudiobooks by +25%,
museum pass use by +24%,
computer usage by +90%,
meeting room bookings by
+87%, meeting room atten-
dance by 105%, volunteer
hours by +214% and library
visitors by +38%. During the
course of the year, there were
154 events for adults and 92
for children, with attendance
for adults totalling 3,900 and
children, 12,877. These num-
bers are a clear indication that
there’s something for every-
one at the Hooksett Library.

The library also offers
discount passes to 15 popular

museums and local attractions,

providing many options for
venues to visit in both New

Hampshire and Massachusetts.

Visit hooksettlibrary.org.

Summer 2023

THE HOOKSETT BRIDGE

Page 9

Harmony Lane to rock the block
with community party Aug. 5

By Sarah Lambert Derian
Hooksett Bridge contributor

Harmony Lane, a neighborhood
nestled between the 28 Bypass and
Cawley Middle School, is gearing up
for its second annual summer block par-
ty scheduled to take place on Saturday,
Aug. 5.

The Harmony Lane Rock the Block
Party is a lively neighborhood event
that aims to bring together residents,
families, and friends for a day filled
with entertainment, family-friendly
activities, and community bonding.
The inaugural event last year received
overwhelming support, and this year’s
celebration promises to be even bigger
and better.

Event highlights

Live music and performances: Pro-
fessional musicians will perform live
music including children’s favorites.
Six-year-old aspiring rock star Rozlyn
Nihan will perform her first song sup-
ported by professional musicians with
her neighborhood as her audience. Ni-
han says, “I’m ready to rock!*

Shirts designed by kids: The block
party features a Harmony Lane logo
contest, where neighborhood kids sub-
mitted artwork that was judged by lo-
cal business owner Brian Guay of Fat
Cat Screen Printing. Marcus Rodriguez,
age 7, won the design concept with his
cat submission. All neighborhood kids
were invited to submit their own Har-
mony Lane critters to be included in the
neighborhood logo. Morgan Penland,
age 12, won second place and her letters
will also be featured in the design.

This artwork will be printed on of-
ficial Harmony Lane shirts in time for
the block party with the help of Fat Cat
Screen Printing.

Rozlyn Nihan, who received honor-
able mention, went door-to-door to sell
the shirts.

“I liked getting to see my neighbors
and telling [them] about the block par-
ty,” she said. “I’'m excited to wear the
kid’s art around the neighborhood,”
says Alec Derian.

Little Free Library: Harmony Lane
boasts a Little Free Library and the
block party will host a neighborhood

READY TO ROCK - Soon to be 6-year-old
Rozlyn Nihan is coached by Alec Derian for
her debut performance at the second annual
Harmony Lane Rock the Block Party. (Cour-
tesy photo)

book swap to keep the inventory fresh.

Harmony Lane is home to a variety
of families who unite over their com-
munity values. “Everyone looks out for
each other in our neighborhood,” said
Lara Blomgren, who moved into the
neighborhood last year.

Giulia Nihan said “Moving to Har-
mony Lane has been one of the most
amazing things for my family. I always
wanted a neighborhood where people
know each other, come together, and
help each other out.”

“We built and moved into our home
in 1995 and that makes us the grandpar-
ents of the neighborhood. We are orig-
inal members,” said Tanji Samson. “I
love that neighbors are still friendly and
take care of each other. You can always
depend on someone in the neighbor-
hood when needed.”

Event organizer Sarah Lambert
Derian is an experiential learning spe-
cialist. Whether coordinating block par-
ties in her neighborhood or developing
extended learning opportunities for the
University of New Hampshire, Deri-
an is a champion for real-world learn-
ing and celebrates any opportunity for
learning to happen this way.

Kerry Richardson 1s now pastor at
Hooksett Congregational Church

HOOKSETT - Hooksett Con-
gregational Church, located at 5
Veterans Drive, hired Pastor Kerry
W. Richardson in June 2022 and
has been enjoying his personable
style of preaching for over a year
now. His innovative children’s
story has caught the attention of
both young and old because he uses
puppets and humor to communicate
his gospel message.

Kerry started his preaching
career at Brookside Congregational
Church in Manchester, and went
on to be the settled licensed pastor
in Salisbury for seven years. He
also recently served as the interim
pastor at Second Congregational
Church of Wilton for 2 % years
before coming to Hooksett.

The church also boasts a
wonderful choir, directed by Donna
Marshall and Kathy Cruson, and a
very talented accompanist, Jan Bor-
deleau, who plays both the piano
and the organ.

The Hooksett Congregational
Church has been enjoying a new
vitality within the community,
getting involved in Hooksett Old
Home Day last August and Light-
ing Up the Village this past Decem-
ber. They also sponsored a Church
Flea Market this past spring which
attracted many local residents, and
was a big fundraising success for
the church.

Hooksett Congregational
Church participates in the Hooksett
Food Pantry and hosts the Hooksett
Community Kitchen, a free dinner
held the third Monday of every
month. The May dinner served over
100 meals.

You are invited to join for
worship any Sunday and come and
meet Pastor Kerry and this kind and
generous church community. Ser-
vice is held during the summer at 9
a.m., and goes back to the regular
time of 10 a.m. starting in Septem-
ber. All are welcome!

v

LLC

Full Service Trash Removal
Any Cleanouts
We Take It ALL!
Tyler Farmer
(603) 404-0386

officialtrashkingbusiness@gmail.com
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New businesses are flourishing in Hooksett

By Tony LaCasse
Hooksett Bridge

HOOKSETT - As the
summer rolls on, Hooksett has
witnessed a surge of economic
growth with the establishment
of several new businesses and
relocations. These develop-
ments are transforming the
town’s landscape and offering
residents exciting new options
for shopping, dining, and ser-
vices.

One notable change in the
town is the relocation of the
Goodwill store from its for-
mer location at 1291 Hooksett
Road in the New England Ta-
phouse Plaza to the Hooksett
Village Shops Plaza next to
Shaw’s Supermarket. Custom-
ers have praised the new store,
which offers a wide selection
of gently used clothing, fur-
niture, and household items,
though some mention that the
aisles are slightly narrower.

Seasons  Corner Mar-
ket and gas station have also
opened their doors this summer
on the corner lot of the bypass
and Hooksett Road, where the
former Dudes Barbershop and
a small car wash were previ-
ously located. Dudes Barber-
shop has also relocated to the
Hooksett Village Shops Plaza.

Another exciting addition
to the Hooksett Village Shops

The new Seasons convenience store, Corner Market Cafe and Shell gas station recently opened on

Route 3/28 right across from another Shell station. (Ginger Kozlowski photo)

Plaza is the Dog Agility Cafg,
offering dog training services
and a café for both customers
and their furry companions.
The town’s economic de-
velopment has been further
bolstered by the upcoming
opening of the Black Diamond
Car Wash near the Hook-
sett Memorial School and the
Great Woods Landing Shop-
ping Plaza. This new car wash,
along with several other busi-
nesses, has been made possible
by the recent implementation
of performance zoning by the
Hooksett Planning Board. The

Goodwill is now located in the space former used by Cowabun-
ga’s play space in the Shaw’s plaza. (Ginger Kozlowski photo)

revitalization zone along this
section of Hooksett Road has
attracted a multitude of busi-
nesses, thanks to tax relief in-
centives offered to eligible es-
tablishments.

Amidst the flourishing eco-
nomic scene in Hooksett, more
exciting developments have
emerged, promising to cater to
a diverse array of interests and
needs in the community.

Planet Fitness is set to
make its debut in town, pro-
viding residents with a new
location to pursue their fitness
goals. The fitness giant will be
moving into the former loca-
tion of Goodwill in the Hook-
sett Village Shops Plaza.

Heartsong Energy Healing
has also expanded its presence
in the Granite Hills Plaza on
Hooksett Road. Owner Tan-
ji Sampson is delighted with
the new and expanded space,
which is now located at the
south end of the plaza in the C9
space. This transformation has
brought in ample natural light,

creating a tranquil and safe en-
vironment for customers seek-
ing healing services.
Additionally, the eagerly
awaited “The Spot Eatery” is
soon to open its doors in the
Granite Hills Plaza on Hook-
sett Road. Owned by the moth-
er and daughter duo Sarah and
Jill Lucas, the eatery will be
located where the former Bit-
Size Café once operated. An-
ticipating their opening, Sarah
mentioned that The Spot Eat-
ery is quickly taking shape and

The Dog Agility and Cafe is located near the post office, offering

should be ready to welcome
customers within the next two
weeks, pending a town inspec-
tion scheduled for the first
week of August.

The Spot Eatery plans to
offer a diverse menu of break-
fast and lunch options, avail-
able for takeaway and sit-in
options. Sarah and her mom
are excited to create anoth-
er community gathering spot,
where neighbors can come to-
gether, share a cup of coffee,
and get to know one another.
Being residents of Hooksett
themselves, they hope their lo-
cation will be a popular desti-
nation for many others in town.

Not all proposed devel-
opments have received unan-
imous support. The proposed
12-pump gas station adjacent
to Bluebird Self Storage along
Hooksett Road in the village
area has raised concerns among
some residents, particularly
those in the University Heights
and Mount Saint Mary’s devel-
opment near Mount St. Mary’s
Way. These residents fear that
such developments may nega-
tively impact property values
and the overall aesthetics of
the area.

To address such concerns,

Continued on next page

D06 AGILTYOCAFE

dog owners a chance to socialize and work with their pets. (Gin-

ger Kozlowski photo)
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Aging m place - downsizing tips for elderly residents

By Tony LaCasse
Hooksett Bridge

As we age, many elderly res-
idents in New Hampshire find
themselves contemplating the
prospect of downsizing from
their large homes. The burden
of managing the property, pay-
ing increasing property taxes,
and dealing with mobility and
accessibility issues can be-
come overwhelming.

For those living alone in
large homes, downsizing can
be a smart move. With a small-
er space, maintenance be-
comes more manageable, and

the financial burden of proper-
ty taxes reduces, allowing for
a better quality of life in re-
tirement. Moreover, New En-
gland-style homes often lack
first-floor bedrooms and bath-
rooms, making it challenging
for elderly residents with mo-
bility issues to navigate their
living spaces.

Aging in place is a desir-
able goal for many seniors,
and homeowners can explore
several options to make their
homes more accessible. One
approach is to add accessibil-
ity features, such as ramps or
grab bars, to accommodate
their needs. Alternatively, ren-

Cont’ from previous page

community involvement and
participation in town meet-
ings are essential. Residents
are encouraged to attend plan-
ning board, zoning board, town
council, and Heritage Com-
mission meetings. By staying
informed about development
regulations and zoning proce-

dures, residents can actively
influence the direction of the
town’s growth.

With these new business-
es and expansions joining the
town’s thriving business com-
munity, Hooksett continues to
be a hub of growth and oppor-
tunity, catering to the evolving
needs and preferences of its
residents.

Dude’s Barber Shop is now across the street from its old location

that became Seasons and Shell. (Ginger Kozlowski

American Freigh furniture opened recetly next to Tractor Supply

in the Shaw’s plaza. (Ginger Kozlowski photo)

ovating a section of the home
to create an accessory dwelling
unit can offset property taxes
while providing a comfortable
living space.

If downsizing the property
seems like the best option, en-
listing the help of a local real
estate professional is essential.
These experts can guide elder-
ly residents through the down-
sizing process, assisting them
in finding a new home that
meets their current needs and
lifestyle. Moreover, they can
provide valuable resources and
options beyond simply selling

Daily Money
Management Services

the property, giving seniors a
range of choices to age in place
comfortably.

The challenges faced by el-
derly residents managing large
homes in New Hampshire are
undeniable, from increasing
property taxes to accessibil-
ity concerns. However, with
thoughtful planning and the
guidance of a knowledgeable
local real estate advisor, se-
niors can find suitable solutions
for aging in place. Whether it’s
renovating for accessibility or
downsizing to a more manage-
able home, a conversation with

A Daily Money Manager helps you figure out
where your money is going so you can build a

better financial future and fight inflation. Aloyo

Money Management serves clients from various

a trusted real estate profession-
al is the crucial first step.

If you or a loved one is con-
sidering downsizing or ag-
ing in place, don’t hesitate to
speak with a local real estate
advisor who understands the
zoning regulations for acces-
sory dwelling units and has a
profound knowledge of the
local real estate market. They
can provide invaluable support
and a range of options tailored
to your unique needs, helping
you make informed decisions
for a comfortable and fulfilling
retirement.

We Assist

ages and backgrounds. ® Busy Professionals

® Small Business

i 0]
Services woRre
e Families
Bill monitoring and bill pay + Seniors

¢ Single parents

* Working parents

® Caregivers

Adults with disabilities

Financial accounts monitoring and reconciliation
Provide financial reports .
Insurance claims management

Tracking bills and expenses

Helping protect against financial abuse and fraud

Document organization and record keeping

Budget assistance and management

Paying quarterly taxes

603-262-3871
www.AloyoMoneyManagement.com
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