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DESIGN 
SERVICES FOR 
AGRICULTURE

TURN AN ANNUAL PAIN INTO 
THE EASIEST DECISION YOU 

MAKE ALL YEAR.
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HeLLO!
You and your team work hard every day supporting, leading, informing, and 
advocating for your members. 

One of the most important but gruelling jobs you handle is your organization’s 
annual report. It’s the report card your stakeholders use to gauge how your 
organization handles projects, resources and more. An organized, professional 
report builds trust with funders, government partners, and members alike. 
Packed with statistics, tables and messages, it needs to be carefully planned, 
managed and designed to resonate with your audience.

That’s where Maverick Studios comes in. Think of me as a trusty sidekick for 
your communications department — smart, strategic, experienced and really 
quick on the draw. 

A few years ago, a client needed an annual report built in just one week so it 
could be presented at their annual growers’ meeting. I cleared my calendar, 
got it done, and when I sent them their finished report, I laughed and said, 
“don’t tell anyone how fast I am or everyone will want this kind of turnaround!” 
That’s when I realized I have an invaluable asset to offer to busy clients who 
need great work, fast. 

I know I have the skill and experience to design your annual report in just 
five days — and I’m so confident I can deliver it on time,  I’ll knock 10% off 
your bill if I don’t.   Read on to see how Maverick Studios can make your ag 
communication strategies a lot easier.

MICHELLE HOULDEN  
OWNER + CREATIVE DIRECTOR, MAVERICK STUDIOS

https://maverick-studios.ca/
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I HAVe THe eXPeRIeNCe YOU NeeD.
I’m Michelle Houlden, owner and Creative Director of Prairie-based 
Maverick Studios. Raised in small-town Saskatchewan on hard work, 
community values, and Saturday matinees full of scrappy western heroes,  
I bring that same independent, get-it-done energy to every project I work on. 

I spent 30 years designing award-winning content at The Western Producer, 
where I helped farmers make better business decisions by creating and 
packaging agricultural information to explain complicated markets, research 

and agronomic issues. Today, Maverick Studios continues to serve 
agricultural groups and businesses, providing exceptional design, 

marketing, branding and content creation services.

learn more at  

maverick-studios.ca/

agriculture

https://maverick-studios.ca/
mailto:michelle@maverick-studios.ca
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I CAN MAKe THIS eASIeR.
Annual reports don’t have to be a months‑long grind.  
They can be sharp, clear and in your hands fast without cutting 
corners on quality and without diverting your team to spending 
weeks (or months) going back and forth on the format and design. 

Send me your finalized content, images, financial statements and 
brand materials. I’ll organize and design everything into a polished 
annual report within five business days. If I miss that deadline?  
You get 10% off your bill. Simple as that.

https://maverick-studios.ca/
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HOW MY 5-DAY OFFeR WORKS:
You’re in good hands. I’ve developed a focused work process, built on 
decades of experience in design, branding and marketing. I’ve designed annual 
reports for Alberta Grains, Manitoba Pulse & Soybean Growers, Manitoba Crop 
Alliance and the Western Grains Research Foundation and have handled 
complex tables for publications ranging from the Saskatchewan Seed Guide to 
the Canola Guide. I know how to handle audited financial statements without 
losing clarity. I understand how to present complex tables and statistics so 
readers can make sense of them. Because I understand the terminology, 
the audience and why the details matter, I can get to work without lengthy 
explanations or unnecessary back-and-forth. You can return to the rest of your 
to-do list knowing the report is in experienced hands..

https://maverick-studios.ca/
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MY ReCeNT ANNUAL RePORT DeSIGNS:

9MPSG 2025 Annual Report

MPSG-University of Manitoba  
Agronomist-in-Residence 

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: Kristin MacMillan  
and the Soybean & Pulse Agronomy Lab

Recently completed projects:

	➞ 60-bushel soybeans: exploring yield potential
	➞ Iron deficiency chlorosis and soybean yield
	➞ Pea response to preceding crop,  
residue management and starter phosphorus (P)
	➞ Relay cropping with yellow pea

Projects underway in 2025:

	➞ Can we roll soybeans post-emergence? Effect of crop 
growth stage and weather conditions at rolling time
	➞ Effect of initial weed control timing on soybean yield
	➞ How much nitrogen (N) are dry beans fixing? Measuring 
biological nitrogen-fixation in dry bean varieties
	➞ How long between peas in the rotation? Pea crop rotation 
intensity effect on yield and Aphanomyces euteiches
	➞ Should we fertilize or inoculate dry beans?  
Comparison of nitrogen management strategies
	➞ Development of remote sensing tools  
for pulses and soybeans

MPSG-Assiniboine College  
Agronomist-in-Residence

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: Anand Aneja and the Sustainable 
Pest Management in Annual Legumes Program

Projects underway in 2025 (2025 was the kick-off year):

	➞ Peas seed treatment efficacy against Aphanomyces 
euteiches and Fusarium

To compliment research that solves long term problems, MPSG invested in Agronomist-in-Residence programs to respond to the imme-
diate information needs of growers. Results from AiR projects can be put to work in-season or in pre-season planning.  In 2025, MPSG 
continued its research program partnership with the University of Manitoba and initiated another with Assiniboine College to conduct 
research that generates farm-ready practical results. Expanding the AiR program to Assiniboine College brings this research to western 
Manitoba where Anand Aneja is using his extensive background in crop protection to support growers’ product selection decisions.

Agronomist-in-Residence (AiR) Programs

Every year, MPSG 
strives to dedicate 
at least 70%  
of its budget to 
research�
Learn more at

manitobapulse.ca/research

Anand Aneja (R) speaks at 
the Westman Agricultural 
Diversification Organization 
(WADO) field day in Melita.  |  
ASSINIBOINE COLLEGE PHOTO
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29%  
to On-Farm 

testing

into soybean and 
pulse crop research�

Between 2023 and 2025, MPSG invested more than

$7 million

61% 
to improve 
yields and 

capture  
new markets

30% to reduce 
losses from pests

3.5% to improve 
soil quality and agri-
ecosystem health

5.5% to research 
equipment for universities 

and diversification centres

These are 
our key 
project 
areas:

Here’s how the funding was distributed:

11% 
to upstream 
discovery  
research

60% 
to applied 
research

The MPSG Board of Directors and staff 
enjoyed a tour at the University of 
Manitoba research farm near Carman 
in July. The tour showcased Kristen 
MacMillan’s research.  |  IAN KIRBY PHOTO
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Some additional new projects supported by Alberta Grains:

More details and a full list of funded research projects can be found on the Alberta Grains website albertagrains.com.

PROJECT TITLE
LEAD 

INVESTIGATOR ORGANIZATION CROP OTHER FUNDERS

ALBERTA 
GRAINS 

FUNDING

Agronomic evaluation of 
dsRNA solutions for FHB under 
field conditions

Dr. Steve 
Robinson

Agriculture and  
Agri-Food Canada

Wheat  
& Barley

Government of 
Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba Crop Alliance, 
Sask Wheat, Western 
Grains Research 
Foundation

$38,080

Targeting water-use efficiency 
and drought resilience in 
wheat through stomata

Dr. Nora  
Foroud

Agriculture and  
Agri-Food Canada

Spring 
Wheat Sask Wheat $33,031

Phase 1 of ‘The 20/20 Project: 
Field and Scoping Studies 
to Evaluate Novel Inputs vs. 
Farmer Practices

Dr. Brian  
Beres

Agriculture and  
Agri-Food Canada

Wheat  
& Barley

Results Driven 
Agricultural Research $35,000

Screening RNA penetration to 
achieve gene knockdown in 
plants for the development of 
Smart Crop Technologies

Dr. Justin  
Pahara

University of 
Saskatchewan

Wheat  
& Barley

Results Driven 
Agricultural Research, 
Alberta Pulse, MCA

$20,538

Molecular characterization of 
leaf rust resistance in Canadian 
spring wheat cultivars AAC 
Brandon, AAC Starbuck and 
AAC Redberry

Dr. Firdissa 
Bokore

Agriculture and  
Agri-Food Canada

Spring 
Wheat

Manitoba Crop Alliance, 
Sask Wheat, Western 
Grains Research 
Foundation

$32,166

Development and 
maintenance of management 
solutions for midge in wheat

Dr. Sean 
Walkowiak

Canadian Grain 
Commission

Spring 
Wheat

Manitoba Crop 
Alliance, Sask Wheat, 
Government of 
Saskatchewan

$15,300

Alternative mechanisms for 
resistance to the wheat stem 
sawfly in wheat

Dr. Curtis  
Pozniak

University of 
Saskatchewan 
Crop Development 
Centre

Spring 
Wheat

Sask Wheat, Western 
Grains Research 
Foundation, 
Government of 
Saskatchewan

$29,000

Determining the potential of 
multi-pest resistance genes 
for general wheat disease 
resistance

Dr. Brent 
McCallum

Agriculture and  
Agri-Food Canada

Spring 
Wheat

Manitoba Crop Alliance, 
Western Grains 
Research Foundation, 
Government of 
Saskatchewan

$33,293

Root of the problem 2.0: 
solidifying barley lodging 
solutions through genetics, AI 
systems, and Gene discovery

Dr. Allan 
Feurtado

National 
Research 
Council of 
Canada

Barley

Manitoba Crop 
Alliance, Saskatchewan 
Barley Development 
Commission, Western 
Grains Research 
Foundation

$39,118
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EVENTS & 
SPONSORSHIPS
The events and sponsorship team has had a busy year building meaningful 
connections across the industry through a series of standout initiatives.

We closed out 2024 with a sold-out Prairie Cereals Summit (PCS) in Banff. PCS 
remains our flagship conference, bringing together farmers, researchers and 
industry experts for two days of learning, networking and industry insight at the 
Fairmont Banff Springs Hotel. This year’s event was recognized nationally as a finalist 
at the Canadian Special Events Awards in Toronto, highlighting its continued impact 
and growing reputation across Canada.

ANNUAL 
REPORT
2023-24
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ReADY TO MAKe YOUR 
ANNUAL RePORT eASIeR?
What you get:

	» Clean, professional design for print and digital use;
	» Clear, approachable financial sections;
	» Strong presentation that builds confidence and credibility;
	» Light copy editing and two structured proof rounds;
	» A reserved production week with five days of focused 

senior design time.

The process:

	» Send your finalized content, images, audited financial 
statements, previous report and brand guidelines before 
production begins;

	» Reserve your week and assign one person  
to coordinate feedback;

	»  Review proofs within the agreed approval windows;
	» Receive your finished report within five business days.
	» Need more time for internal approvals? We can build a 

longer production schedule around your workflow for the 
same price.

THE FINE PRINT:

Price excludes applicable taxes and stock images. The guarantee requires all materials before 
production begins and timely proof reviews during regular business hours. A full redesign receives an 
eight-business-day production window at the same price and is not covered by the five-day guarantee.

My 10% guarantee

If I miss our five-business-day deadline, you receive 
10% off your bill. I’ve never had to apply the discount, 
and I’m confident you’ll never need it.

I reserve a limited 
number of annual 
report production 
weeks each 
season. 

Contact me early 
to secure the dates 
that work for your 
AGM and approval 
schedule.

YOUR DEADLINE  
IS CLOSER THAN  
YOU THINK. 

Now’s the time  
to lock in your 
preferred week 
before my calendar 
fills up. 

your investment:$11,500For annual reports up to 64 pages. 

Includes digital version for web.

CLICK HERE  
TO RESERVE  
YOUR SPOT.

https://maverick-studios.ca/
mailto:michelle@maverick-studios.ca
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