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Act 2, Trio (Zia, Fran, Rosemary)
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They are startled by a loud knock at the door.
19 Tbe Dissenters (A,B,C, & D) knock and noisily enter the room, shouting and interrupting each other.
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Escape Plans
Ensemble 13
Act 2, The Dissenters
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EP 13 o 3
. Clelia notices the open yearbook.
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They laugh, but then Clelia frowns and addresses Frances.
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Dissenters leave, singing and humming.
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Frances is surprised when Rosemary speaks.
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Rosemary exits.
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Ea ESCAPE PLANS 1
Ensemble 14
Act 2: Zachary
MM=67 Richard L. Rose
Zachary enters, dressed in his camo uniform with the Sharpshooter badge and a prominent decal of the

“Don't tread on me!” rattle-snake image. He has a knife, revolver, and a rifle slung on his back. They
stare at each other.
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He approaches her and clumsily attempts an embrace, hindered by the weapons. She pushes him away.
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Frances turns her back to him. Zachary exits.
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i - Escape Plans !
Ensemble 15
Act 2, The dam breaks

MM=100 Richard L. Rose

Frances is exhausted. She sits on the sofa and takes a compact from her purse. Then she
notices the silver frame and cicada-earring and also takes them from the purse. Dropping them
in her lap, she puts her head back and closes her eyes as the lights dim.
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She rouses herself, picks up the Silver Frame, looks at it closely, and reads the summoning words.

gt
| |
g — 2
i : : < :
& = @ i' @
| » E :
@ ! ® —,F =
i) |
=T = ¥ =Y —=¥

L 1

oL

€

L



EP 15

.
i | s
iy 2 o] I
# & .”mnr ﬁ
\ il AR
i E irw&e/ «__ e b \ ™ [N ER
L]
ﬂri
e .m e .r_runr ) k3
9 m L L)
™ m. t;ruh N ol i s )l Ea
_m \E: 10
™ ..m e ,, L EN
a N




()]
(&) H =
S SN N N- N & vl
(5]
i ﬁ
N m o ER bR EN i S i)
] c
[«}]
= | I 1 i i I
o ““e “wwre L-* i e e e
- \
A\ E= =N Es i F Ea B
2 “Tw e miit L 1 JAC o= A %=~ X
N -

But
4




EP 15
The Silver Frame has the voice of Professor Ricks. In staging this, both Ricks and Matta are
spot-lit on a side-stage when they sing.
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She looks at the yearbook through the frame.
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She looks at herself in the compact.
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20
She impatiently throws the Silver Frame on the couch and puts her hands over her ears.
Then she picks up the Golden Cicada earring, called the Earth Witness, and reads the inscription.
The Earth Witness, summoned by this reading, speaks in the voice of Matta, her mentor.
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EP 15 LOUD KNOCKING AT THE DOOR. Lights come up 29
. N e
¢ D —— e |
y— ——"—=
I've not be gunt
done.
i |[ It T I : |' i
@ o & F—— - ® % s o— -
I I i i ] !
iZ" @ & & & — &
i '1
)
e
—_—— _—
e g ¥ f'*""'—ri SSE====—=rx-=




30

Zachary enters.
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Zia enters, carrying a feather. Rosemary follows her. They each have a suitcase.
Zachary stares at Zia.
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He looks back at Frances.
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He rushes off. Zia hands the feather to Frances.
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Rosemary carries her suitcase to the door.
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ALL EXIT. LIGHTS|DOWN. END OF ACT 2.
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MM=65

Soloists as indicated

Chorus

Strings

Tenor Sax

Trumpet in Bb

DBass

Drum

ESCAPE PLANS
Ensemble 16

Act 3, After the flood

Richard L. Rose

The Campus Center is now a triage site. Before the lights come up, the screen shows a flood scene of vast
devastation. During the opening chorus, students and members of The Fellowship of the Attentive are
preparing care-packages at tables along the walls. A few survivors, including the Dissenters, huddle at some
of the tables, where they are being served. A few people seem to be starting a circle dance, but stop when a
man is brought in on a gurney. Efforts to revive him fail and as the gurney is being taken out, Zachary
enters, still wearing the camo uniform with the snake decal. He is disheveled, unshaven, and carrying an
assault rifle. The others back away as he wanders around the room. Ricks, also wearing camo, has been
handing out water bottles at the door. Ricks guides him to a table, engages him in conversation, and, with
some Wake-Up Tea, de-escalates the potentially deadly situation. The scene and the musical close with
another circle dance, this time with Zachary in the center of the circle.
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EP 16 2

The chorus consists of everyone on stage—survivors, students, aid-workers—as they go about their tasks. The survivors
include Rosemary, the Dissenters and a few other people from Fairall. An Aid worker calls for help for a woman who is
staggering. She wears a choir robe from the Church of the Final Hour.
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An EMT is called to attend to a victim on a gurney.
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4
The EMT cautions everyone to stand back as he use an AED (automated external defibrillator). The
onlookers watch the victim for a sign of recovery.
1
- - %
EMT:
te e £ ;
| 1 1
i | Lﬂ'i
1 "
stand clear!
1 o
112
= = i —
ONLOOKERS: Ah
4 n‘-'-___-_ D
L .t - I hi L& ]
by
3 o 1 e
D [l L8 ]
— D i:le b+, [ 43
= T | ¥ ¢
; 'y —
Ea I T —
! | L 1 & ¥
' ' bos
[
- - b
|
- = 5
L ' ]
D = = ,
. L ' i
> P —e——
! 1 r— : : %
r 3 » »> » » o~
=t = =

rir



EP 16

The victim's condition seems unchanged. The victim moves his arm. Everyone returns to work.
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Onscreen: a montage of the flooded town.
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EP 16

Zachary appears at the door, stage right. He’s carrying an assault rifle port-arms. He stares around the
room. Nearby, Ricks has been handing out water bottles and other drinks. He pours some of the
Wake-Up Tea into one of the bottles. As Zachary begins to walk around the room, Zia sees him and pulls
Frances off-stage. As Zachary begins to alarm everyone, Ricke hands him the bottle of water.
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EP 16 18
At first, Zachary pushes the bottle away, but he notices Ricks' fatigues uniform.
He seizes the bottle and drinks.
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EP 16  Zachary looks at him with a dazed expression, staggers slightly, and follows Ricks back to the 20
drinks table. Ricks nods to one of the aids workers, who hangs a yellow umbrella on the back of
one of the chairs. The teapot on the table is the same one previously seen in the HRO office
during the first act. Ricks pours another cup. As he hands Zachary the cup, he gently touches the
rifle. Zachary drinks more.
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Zachary stares blankly at him. Everyone in the room is watching them. Onscreen is a close-up of

the “Don’t tread on me!” decal.
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EP 16

22
Zachary shakes his head, as if there were something in his ears. He seems more confused as the
tea has its effect. After a long pause, he allows Ricks to see the rifle, to the relief of the on-lookers.
As he talks, Ricks points to Zachary's badges and exchanges the rifle for the yellow umbrella. One
of the onlookers takes the rifle offstage.
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23

When Ricks hands the umbrella to him, Zachary takes it as if it were the rifle. He seems sleepy

and disoriented, slurring speech.
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As Ricks nods to them, two men help the groggy Zachary to stand, still holding the umbrella. They take
him to join the dancers, who have begun to form a circle under Zia's direction. Frances and Matta

enter stage left.
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EP 16 R

Zia joins them.
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EP 16

Zia points to the survivors and the aid-workers, who have begun to form a circle.
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EP 16

Zia walks back to the circle-dancers.
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MM=90

Escape Plans
Ensemble 17

Act 3,

Dance & Finale

Richard L. Rose

The Circle Dance: In the final sequence, Zachary, looking dazed, stands center stage, holding the closed yellow umbrella as if it were a rifle.
The cast forms two circles, one on Zachary's right and one on his left. Some of the dancers are wearing yellow articles of clothing, the color

matching the umbrella. Dancers in the two circles pat Zachary on the shoulders as they walk beside him. The shape of the dance is like the

hary is brought into the group, and the umbrella opened as the two circles become one

circle. The dancers may change to a grapevine step. Whenever Matta, Ricks, Zia, and Frances have solos, they step out of the circle-dance

tail-wag dance of honeybees. At

es 52-55, Z

angl face the audience. Singers in the choral sectional-solos keep dancing as they sing.
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EP 17 Onscreen: an antenna like Arecibo and an opened fan-tail of a peacock. Some of the dancers begin to
wave peacock feathers as they circle.
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The yellow umbrella opens over Zachary. He carries it as he enters the dance and the two circles become one large civcle.
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Escape Plans Act

COMPLETE LYRICS

In April twenty, twenty-ten,

the rig began to shake

“Keep pumping!” said the Foreman.
“No time to take a break.”

CHORUS

Deep Water Horizon—
Deep pockets, you know.
Deep trouble’s arisin’
From bubbles down below

The slick line seized, the sea turned black;
A fireball from below

Blew roustabouts all off the deck

Like duckpins in a row.

Five million barrels in twelve weeks,
the oil slick snaked its way

and coiled itself around our lives
and never goes away.

From Petite Anse to Plaquemines,
in hearts, bayous, and bays,

the swill backs up around our lives
and never goes away.
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Ruler of the School Board

The Ruler of the School Board

(from Escape Plans)

Richard L. Rose
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