
Hymnody for the Divine Walk

Mashhinonge' s Guide for Circle Dance Leaders

Hymns for children have been doctrinaire treatises in verse with cunning tunes that stay
in mind, as Rose says in the regretful and rather sour poem, recorcJecz #72z.7»pressz.vefy or /fag
YouTube channel @richardandkathleenrose9325

PRAIsm SOINGS RE:VT:SITHD  (When reading aloud, sing the italicized parts.)

W a "ever gathered at the river
but we lathered up in steamy hymn-sings,
our leaders whirling windmills filling ditches,
raising hormones to high pitches;
stiffening young men' s resolve
with martial tunes-yes./ Fye froow./
We kncfw our sins are washed oway!
We can be assured each momehi Of the day:
Chapter One Verse Twelve Of John
is the Verse we rest upon-
sending believers-j4J"e72.Linto swoons;
making cr7#czz7.#g sp¢ces resound
with thumps of empty-headed sound.
But while /owe /7/Zz.779 7#e was quite dramatic,
I never found the Creed to be pneumatic.
ENen when, surrendering all,
the sinners never missed an altar call
and you knew they'd nothing left to spare
when hands and feet went in the air,
I just sat still in puzzled pout,
wringing doubts and reservations out,
bringing them in from the fields Of sin,
to let the devil' s thoughts come in.
But though I fought them like the devil,
I swiveled from belief z.73 7#z.ser); c}7?c7prz.cze

into something less self-satisfied.
Mostly, demons do not care
once they've got you by the hair.
Let credibility have one more shout.
jzecJee7#ec7./ avow we need to rename it:
The Thief of Mind that leaves you in a bind-
forever after humming tunes without belief,
decades since the shouts have died.
Now, new young men, on a winning side,
march forth in ZJ/essecJ cl£S#rcrJ2ce,  themselves unmade,
march o7'";¢rtJ or! a new crusade
to thumps, and shouts, and descant tunes
replayed, replayed, and replayed.



But hymns for the Divine Walk should be walking songs, like the Dine song, J '7# wcr/fo.7zg
J.72 ffae Becr#fy Wrcry. A hymn should be simple but novel enough to be memorable; direct and
brief, so that it may be readily repeated. It should be worthwhile for children and adults, neither
ironical nor ideological. You would never calTy A MrGff7YfloR7lRE£S on a divine walk. It
loads you down with ideology, puzzling baggage like squirming devils, and the kind of
discontent felt after eating too many potato pancakes.

Few of the standard hymns would go in a fJj##J7cJ//or Dz.vz.73c WrcrJds, should you decide to
make such a thing. Maybe J wo#/d ZJe #.3¢e,  in Howard Walter's original version, unadomed by
theology. In fact, what is needed on the Divine Walk are not so much hymns as hums, but here
are a few suggestions to keep you on the backbeat.

As a Circle Dance Leader, you already know about 77ze D#7'3ces a/ U7zjverscr/ Pecrc€, and
the work of Samuel L. Lewis's fpz.r7.rfucr/ Dcz79ce er7ec7 Wcr/# (1990). Dances like Co7#e,  Coj"e,
whoever you are, Peace, Peace, in E»ery Step,  Walking in the Beauty Way, and I 'm opening wp
in sweet surrender to the luminous love-light Of the world a;Ie swha;ble, bnut r";ny Of the dances
are doctrinal and should be avoided.

If you don't have suitable words, just do the circle dance with walking music like cake
walks, rags, stride piano numbers, Loesser' s overture to Gnys cz7acJDo//s, the skating rhythm of
walking in Bach' s Jesw, Jo)J o/A4i#r? 's Desz.rj73g,   wherein each stride encompasses all the rippling
back-pulses in the medium that receives the forward movement. See the citation in CoAverst}fr.on
J2 of U#se#JJ.Jfg-77#.J3gr where Carmen Lundy, the jazz singer, speaks about using these back-

pulses.

Here are hymns suitable for dancing and singing:

•      Scott Joplin' s A4cFTchz.7zg Fo7i4;crrd in Treemonisha
•      Walk this lonely valley (but editthe propitiatorytheology)
•      Lifteveryvoice (Johnson)
•      Wayfaringstranger
•      Youarethenewday     (King'ssingers)
•      This Island Earth (Jonathan Edwards)
•     ThesongsofFred Rogers
•      Manyof Emily Dickinson'sverses
•      Someof Blake'ssongs
•     Some ofwordsworth'sverses
•      This land isyour land (Woody Guthrie), although it bends a bit into ideology
•      OdetoJoy(Schiller'soriginalwords)

Now we come to the circle songs of the Fellowship of the Attentive

Lead sheets for several hymns are scribbled below.   Every circle leader should scribble down the
songs and dances they prefer. More works may be found in Rose's operas and books on
https://richardirose.com/  such as

•      We c7re c]// wcr/ki'ng in rh€ wcryfrom E5ccipe p/crns, based on a passage byJames Baldwin.

•      The Beggorgom B/f.nd (below, in unedited form, therefore somewhat doctrinal)
•      Songs from La Rinuncia, Nigntcaps, Death on His Heels in Richmond, Abernathy's

Adventures in Bjrdwood, and the recorded performance Of The Fisher of the James,
where Rose performed lord, p/ecise do rior di.sc/ose your wt'//. This is too ironical for use
in divine walks, however.



•      FromBooksofDaniel

Take a walk in the forest.
Write a poem. Read a book.
A love that flares with just one look
ls soon cold stares, like a fish'5 on a hook.

•       FromJohcJnj.n  (modified)

Sometimes when we're discouraged,
walled in ourselves, confined,
captive to fear and sorrow,
living alone in the mind-

Then in a glimpse of sunlight,
Or in the smell of rain,
Or in words that put things right,
We are rescued again . . .

•      Wonderful Life 10.5.5.7  , the title from the book bys.J. Gould, which he took from the

movie.

Wonderful, wonderful, wonderful life!
Breathing and dreaming,
Swimming and flying,
Rooting to cover the Earth.

Wonderful, wonderful, wonderful life!
Reaching and striving,
Giving and caring,
This is the secret of personal worth . . .

•     JustTakeoneBreath 11.11.10.4

Just take one breath on this side of forever.
Embrace all glfts. Hold joy and grlef together.
Hold-gladly welcome all of life and death.
Just take one breath.

Just take one breath  . . .

•      Come,thoughyougrieve  8.7[8.7

Come, though you grieve, passionately  burn,
Come, though your virtue was wronged.
Though all belief fails, and you turn
Helpless where once you belonged.

Come to the source of wisdom.



Come to the source of delight.
For now is the time
to settle your mind
and give away vengeance for right . . .

Before I finish this with the lead sheets,I will add Rose's comments because if I don't, he will.

On Hymnody-

On the whole, I don't recommend hymns, but given that I grew up with them and saw
their effect, I can easily sketch out a selection of hymns for the Human Project~hymns that
reinforce relationships and are enjoyable for group-singing. If humans are going to.sing anyway,
why not give ourselves some lyrics that are not doctrinaire, sentimental (like many Jesws-js-Jny-
bo)!/rz.e7}cZ praise songs), or asinine, like most pop-music lyrics? They take many forms-for
example, shape-73ofe singing, chorcI/es, and cc}//er-rexpo725e in spirituals and lined-out singing.
Lyrics for the Human Project should not be theistic but about life-fostering concerns. Also, they
should avoid exaggerations, which violate the bcrJcr7zce sought in the Divine Walk. Exaggerations
about rewards, punishments, obligations, and the exclusiveness of the group excite impulses that
are later regretted; they distract from the quietly celebratory, meditative, and matter-of-fact
attitude sought in this communal activity. Obviously, hymns should avoid mysterious theological
references to abstract doctrines, insistence on allegiance to authorities-whether in flesh or

print-or expressions of gratitude for subservience, caste-membership, or the defeat of enemies.
Perhaps the following examples will give you some ideas for writing your own hymns for the
Human project.  -rlr
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Ballad of the BHnd Beggar
(after John 1 :9-10 and 9:141)

Fairlington collection                                                                                                                                                                   Richard L. Rose
Number 2                                                                                                                                                                          7/20/80  (rev. 3/5/2000}

diocoso
WomenMenGuitarorHarpsichord4I
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