
OPEN-AIR ART LESSONS         by Shannon Reibel Mills 
 
ARTIST:   
Mary Lake-Thompson – contemporary (still living and creating artwork TODAY) American artist whose watercolors lead 
her to make greeting cards which lead her to apply her paintings and designs to kitchenware, linens, and other home 
goods  which are both functional AND decorative.  She has her own line of products under her brand on her website and 
also sells on AMAZON.  https://www.amazon.com/Mary-Lake-Thompson-Ceramic-Beehive-Dipper/dp/B00794MF7Q  

 
 
BIG IDEAS: 
Form  - the  p hysical he ight, wid th, and  d ep th of a three -d imensional ob ject.  In art, one  can consid e r the  
med ia or mate rial with which to  make  a craft, it’s p hysical d imensions, app earance , texture /fee l, as we ll as 
co lor, p atte rn, finish (matte  vs. g lossy, b isq ue  vs. g lazed , unfinished  wood  vs. varnished  or p ainted , e tc.) and  
p re sentation (i.e . in a frame  vs. wrap p ed  around  a caniste r of tea with a rib b on securing  it). 
 
WHAT is the  thing  mad e  of? 
 
HOW will you p ut the  thing  tog e ther? 
 
HOW could  the  look or fee l of the  thing  re flect what it d oes or send  a messag e  to  the  user? 
 
Vs. 
 
Function – this is a thing s utility, meaning  what it can d o  for you.  A cup  can hold  a d rink.  If the  cup  has a hole  
in the  b ottom, it d oesn’t function ve ry well. 
 
WHAT is the  thing  sup posed  to  d o? 
 
HOW will you use  the  thing ? 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Mary-Lake-Thompson-Ceramic-Beehive-Dipper/dp/B00794MF7Q


WHICH p arts of the  b ody will inte ract with the  thing ? 
 
Will this thing  need  to  fit with or inte ract with o the r instruments of a ce rtain size?  Ie . Will your cup  need  to  fit 
a sp oon or straw?  Will your ap ron p ocke ts need  to  fit a spatula or a p ot hold e r? 
 
Based  on those  answers, is the re  a minimum or maximum SIZE limit the  thing  should  b e? 
 
WHERE will this thing  live?  In someone ’s kitchen cup b oard , b y the  sink in the  b athroom, or on a ped estal in 
an art galle ry? 
 
ART TERMS: 
Coil me thod  – a ce ramic sculp ting  techniq ue  in which a sculp ture  ro lls long  snake -like  cylind e rs of clay and  
then coils them into  round ed  sculp ture s such as cup s, p ots, vases, e tc.   
 
How to  Make  a Coil Pot (at 20x sp eed) - http s:/ /www.youtub e .com/watch?v=aJQ 5FG9o3C0  
Ad vanced  coil d e sig n bowl with foot (use  newspap e r lining ): 
http s:/ /www.youtub e .com/watch?v=INe8zGPvyzI  
 
Score  – scratching  or cutting  into  the  clay to  make  little  “fing e rs” or g rooves that will he lp  p ieces fit and  hold  
tog e the r. 
 
Slip  – liq uid  clay (which is SLIPPERY) that acts like  a GLUE to  stick 2 p ieces of clay tog e the r AND fill any g aps 
b e tween then which could  cap ture  air insid e . 
 
Jo ining  – b lend ing  2 p ieces of clay tog e the r  
 
Sculp ting  – mold ing  or mod e ling  a 3-D artwork with tools, your hand s, and /or a p otte r’s whee l. 
 
Hand -b uild ing  – mold ing  or mod e ling  a 3-D artwork using  your hand s and  ce ramic tools WITHOUT using  a 
p otte r’s whee l.  
 
RECIPE FO R BEAUTY: 
The  ELEMENTS O F ART are  the  ing red ients an artist use s just like  a cook would  in the  kitchen. 
The  PRINCIPLES O F DESIGN are  how the  artist use s the  e lements and  puts them toge the r like  in a recip e ! 
CIRCLE the  ELEMENTS O F ART & PRINCIPLES O F DESIGN  you will use  in this p ro ject: 
ELEMENTS O F ART PRINCIPLES O F DESIGN 
Line  
 
Shap e   
 
Color 
 
Form 
 
Sp ace  
 
Texture  
 
Value  
 
 

Movement  
 
Balance  - symmetry O R asymmetry  
 
Patte rn 
 
Rep e tition -  
 
Emp hasis 
 
Contrast -  
 
Unity  
 
Rhythm 
 
+Scale  & Prop ortion -  

Re fe rences:  http s:/ /www.marylake thomp son.com/p ag es/re tail  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=INe8zGPvyzI
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