Burning
Burning any plant debris such as leaves is frowned upon by the county. There is far more precedence to prevent you from burning than support for your right to burn on your property. CVHA Covenants do not have any language dealing directly with burning but such activity could be deemed offensive by your neighbor falling under Article II, Item 11, Offensive Activities. The general language provides little substance to work with, is wide open to the personal perception of homeowners and the Board making it difficult to enforce.
Therefore, CVHA defers to county code as the official reference and guide for the conditions and enforcement of burning on your property.

Burning of natural fallen vegetation such as limbs, leaves, twigs, ect.

While you retain a right to burn these items the rights of your neighbors take precedence in the county code. If the smoke from your burn passes through another neighbor’s property they can call the fire department to come over and put that fire out. Be aware your fire could be put out simply because another neighbor finds it offensive. Under these conditions a legal battle could ensue between parties. For Collins Village, Article II, Item 11, Offensive Activities of CVHA covenants, the offended homeowner carries more weight if the smoke is passing through their property. Any homeowner with a medical condition that is impacted by smoke can file that condition with the fire department putting an immediate end to any legal battle. This medical information is not available to the public and cannot be determined in advance of your burning.
Tips for burning

1. Visit all of your next door neighbors beside you, across the street and behind you where the smoke of your burn may pass through requesting their verbal permission to burn.

2. Check the Fire Marshall’s website or call them to confirm you will be doing this activity on a burn day. All outdoor burning is banned from May 1st to September 30th of each year.
3. Start your burn with a very small pile and observe what properties the smoke is passing through. If you have not contacted one of those homeowners do so before burning anymore material.
4. With your verbal permissions intact, burn your material in accordance with the Fire Marshall’s guidelines.

5. If a neighbor requests you to stop your burning due to their personal health issues your best approach is to stop. If you feel the request is not valid, collect the name and address of this neighbor and call the Fire Marshal to see if the neighbor is on file. If not, discuss the details of your situation to determine if you can proceed with your burning.

Gwinnett County Fire Marshal 
http://www.gwinnettcounty.com/portal/gwinnett/Departments/FireandEmergencyServices/OurDepartment/Divisions/CommunityRiskReduction
Burn Guidelines 03/23/2010
http://www.gwinnettcounty.com/static/departments/fire_emergency/pdf/Burn_Guidelines.pdf
Failure to follow these tips could result in a frustrating and dramatic day for you and your neighbors. Failure to follow the Fire Marshall’s guidelines could result in penalties up to a $1000 fine and/or up to one year in jail.

Burning your yard or all of your grass

Per county code your property must be zoned agricultural to retain the right to burn the foliage and grasses promoting new growth and fertilization. Your property does not qualify. The county does not provide any alternative. You cannot legally burn all of your yard, lawn or grass. Penalties are up to a $1000 fine and/or up to one year in jail.

If a homeowner calls the Fire Marshall concerning this matter it is possible they will receive incorrect information and then act upon it. The Fire Marshal’s office receives dozens of calls every day asking if today is a burn day and that has created an auto-pilot response of answering that question without focusing on what is being asked. It is entirely possible for you to call and simply ask, can I burn my yard, and be told yes you can but it must be on a burn day. If you press the nature of your question to confirm clarity the person will correct them self and state you cannot burn your yard. A homeowner and two Board members have been clearly told they can burn their yard and one Board member pressed the point proving that the question was not fully understood.

If you see a neighbor burning their yard please explain to them this activity is illegal per county code and they can check the CVHA website for more information. If the homeowner does not voluntarily put out the fire please call the fire department to have the fire extinguished for the safety of your neighbors.

