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EAO.Operations@gov.bc.ca

info@savesimmscreek.ca

Dear Premier Eby, Ministers, Deputy Ministers and Staff,

[bookmark: _GoBack]I write to bring your attention – and action – to a matter of profound concern and urgency.  The Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship’s (WLRS) recent decisions have sounded the alarm for Simms Creek in Campbell River, despite Minister Neill purporting to support salmon and watersheds.

I am a supporter of Save Simms Creek Society, a large and growing grassroots group of concerned citizens who oppose WestUrban Developments Ltd.’s proposed construction of three four-storey apartment buildings, each with two levels of underground parking, on properties comprising an urban forest, wetlands, wildlife corridor, and adjacent to salmon-bearing Simms Creek.  These 6.85 hectares are a gem in our community and I stand united in opposition with my neighbours across Campbell River. 

I am not anti-development.  I certainly understand affordable housing is needed.  In this case, however, the proposal will not fulfill this housing need, and any development on these properties is inappropriate.  Nothing will match the benefits of the existing, well-functioning ecosystem. 

It is simply the wrong development in the wrong place.

I have serious objections to the July 29, 2025 WLRS approval of the developer’s Section 11 application for Changes In and About a Stream (in this case wetlands), and a Riparian Areas Protection Regulation (RAPR) report recently approved (details await a WLRS-extended Freedom of Information request).

I am deeply concerned that the WLRS Section 11 application asks questions pertaining to housing.  Please explain how this is relevant to what should be an environmental, science-based application.

Further, Save Simms Creek Society believes the professional reports on which these decisions are based are faulty, and WLRS was aware they had concerns.  They launched an appeal with the Environmental Appeal Board who determined they did not have standing to appeal, effectively obstructing their ability to be heard and silencing public interest. 

WLRS biologists wrote in opposition to the Section 11 application outlining deficiencies of the developer’s contracted Qualified Environmental Professionals’ submissions in adhering to the Ministry’s requirements and regulations.  I trust the Ministry’s biologists were fulfilling their duty to ensure science prevails, as well as their core duty to represent the public interest. 

Concurrent with the approvals, BC and Ottawa are providing $106.5 million to help recover salmon stocks.   Minister Neill, the same Minister ultimately responsible for the approvals granted, is reported to say “the old fund paid for more than 170 projects created to help in the recovery of salmon stocks.  This will remain a prime objective.”  

“Salmon and watershed restoration remain a key priority for B.C., and this new funding will continue to ensure this,” she said.

Simms Creek and its surrounding riparian areas are integral to Campbell River’s natural environment.  I am concerned about the potential effects of this development on fish and fish habitat, the creek and riparian ecosystem, stormwater and drainage, mature trees, wildlife, and the surrounding community. 

I ask why restore, for millions, what we already have?  It seems ludicrous and defies logic. 

I ask you to please immediately revisit and review these decisions with the care and meticulous attention to the application documents that appears to have been lacking in the initial assessment. This would demonstrate due diligence by the Ministry to ensure public interest and safety is protected.
 
I ask you to act to save Simms Creek.

I appreciate your prompt response.

Sincerely,
[Add Name]

