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PROGRAM CRITERIA & ADMISSIONS PROCESS
· Must be a survivor of sexual exploitation and/or Human Trafficking.
· Must be an adult, 18 years of age or older.
· Must be pregnant or have custody of 1-2 children under the age of ten years old that will be living with the mother in the home.
· Must not have children with intensive physical, emotional, and mental health needs that would prevent the survivor from obtaining and maintaining employment.
· Must be willing to engage in and participate in an independent housing program with accessibility and accountability to staff, for the purpose of providing wrap-around services, personal and professional development, and community connections.
· Must be able to demonstrate physical, emotional, and mental stability and is not a danger to self, staff, or other guests and visitors in the homes.
· The absence of any severe and debilitating medical conditions that would require high-level treatment, rehabilitation, and/or hospitalization, and prevent the survivor from obtaining and maintaining employment and independence in the program and homes.
· The absence of any chronic and persistent mental health crises or diagnoses that can be defined as the survivor experiencing instability preventing them from independent living, and an inability/unwillingness to consistently practice the daily management of any prescribed mental health medications and/or treatment plans.
· Must be sober and completely detoxed from all illegal substances (alcohol, drugs, and prescription medication) at least 90 days prior to intake, preferably a completion of a 4–6-month substance abuse program prior to admission.
· Must not have a violent criminal history of predatory or homicidal behaviors or charges.
· Must not have any legal obligations that would prevent the survivor from full participation in the program, independently caring for her children, and obtaining and maintaining employment (within 90 days) and housing (within 2 years). This includes avoiding or escaping a warrant, bond, or any current and ongoing criminal investigation.
· In a romantic relationship that she is unwilling to sever and desires/expects to continue during her stay in a program.

Other criteria may apply. Each applicant is thoroughly and thoughtfully reviewed by
The Mother’s Nest team.
APPLICATION PROCESS

This process is to determine Mother’s Nest program eligibility and to provide adequate and necessary resources and referrals to meet the specific needs of the survivor.

· The referring agency will complete the Human Trafficking Assessment tool & the Referral Form. The completed forms will be emailed to Lisa Hovis, Client Services Manager @ info@mothers-nest.org for review. For further information, you may contact Lisa @ 704-413-7359.
· Mother’s Nest will review the Human Trafficking Assessment Tool and the Referral Form and contact the referring agency within 1-3 business days. If the survivor meets the initial eligibility requirements, The Client Services Manager will reach back out to the referring agency. The referring agency will provide the survivor with the Client Service Manager’s contact information and the survivor will be responsible for initiating contact with Mother’s Nest to schedule a Pre-Admissions interview. This interview can be done via phone, Teams, FaceTime, etc.
· The Client Services Manager will conduct the interview and review the information provided. If the survivor meets eligibility, the Client Services Manager will contact the survivor for a final Admissions interview. The Mother’s Nest team (Client Services Manager and the Executive Director) will conduct the final interview with the survivor via phone, Teams, FaceTime, etc. If it is determined that the survivor meets all eligibility criteria for Mother’s Nest Housing, Mother’s Nest will follow up with the referring agency and the survivor to provide an electronic copy of the Mother’s Nest Guest Handbook and a Welcome Packet for review. The survivor must be willing to read, understand, and sign a Handbook Agreement and all documentation in the Welcome Packet and submit all forms to Mother’s Nest.
· Mother’s Nest will be available for any questions the referring agency, or the survivor may have after reviewing the documentation. If the survivor agrees with all program expectations, Mother’s Nest will determine a move-in date and time and provide that information to the referring agency and the survivor.
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