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NEWSLETTER

See, Learn, 
Enjoy, Stay.


Fly the Route

RCAF History

P
oint of Interest 
       Head Smashed In Buffalo Jump

Located just south of  the community of Willow 
Creek and Claresholm, HEAD SMASHED IN 
BUFFALO JUMP is a World Heritage Site visited by 
thousands every year. As pilots, on The Great 
Southern Route, we gain an extra special 
perspective of this site from the air. You see it and 
can completely understand its importance.

Success in a Pretty Package
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C
hanges 

 Happening at 

http://thegreatsouthernroute.ca
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R
CAF HISTORY 
Before No. 6 Squadron OTU 
students could fly practice low 
level missions in the Super 
Starfighters (CF133), they had to 

become familiar with new technology. 

The drastically modified Dakota (DC3) was the 
platform for this training. The needle nose “Daks” 
were christened “Pinocchio”, “Woody Woodpecker” 
and, “Dolly’s Folly”. 

This picture is taken in front of 17 Wing hangar at 
RCAF base, Winnipeg. 

Photo from the Corporal Peder Martin Rud 
collection now entrusted to the RCAF Museum in 
Winnipeg.

 If you have an event upcoming and want to get the word out, send an email to: 

thegreatsouthernroute@gmail.com     Sign up for the newsletter, too! 

T
our the Tower

 Come along with the Manitoba Flying Farmers for a tour of CYBR (Brandon) 
Tower! 

April 17, 2026 starting at 3:00 PM DST 

All are welcome, no cost, however non-members of the Manitoba Flying 
Farmers are invited to make a donation to the  

MFF Scholarship Fund 

Space is limited, so please register by calling or email. 

thegreatsouthernroute@gmail.com 204-228-2842
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P
LANE SPEAKING 

An article of interest to the Aviation Community

A Club Plane Success Story

C-GUFL is the third aircraft to be owned and operated as a flying club member accessible aircraft. Starting in 1970, 
the Erickson Flying Club wanted an aircraft to offer to the membership to use, (this successful venture appears to be 
the only one in Manitoba). UFL , a 1969 PA28-140 was purchased in 1990. Since then it has logged some 3000 to 4000 
hours by members. It is equipped for VFR day and night flights. 

The rental structure is simple. Join the flying club, qualify with an instructor, and book the plane through a group 
email to give some notice. Using the plane for over night trips, flying in and out of grass strips and building time for 
commercial licences are all part of the opportunity that UFL provides the members with no restrictions placed upon 
the time and place you want to go. The most prevalent comment is “We can fly this plane that we could never have 
afforded to own by ourselves.”  

Rental rate are “wet” rates with adjustments made for fuel purchased off the Erickson airport. Factoring in all costs 
including the insurance (Split among all the members, flying or non flying), the comparison to a sole owner similar 
aircraft shows UFL to be very reasonable. 

Active flyers come from as far away as 120 km. The club has 20 to 25 members with less than 10 active users, (enough 
to make this plane viable for the club). Added benefit? UFL is an ambassador for the community. As part of the school 
curriculum, students get to see and touch the community plane. Requests for flights come from the area to ride in “our” 
airplane. There is no doubt that membership and usage of the plane has increased as the “plane belongs to the 
community”. 

The future? Keeping the membership involved and finding ways to remind all of the wonderful resource they OWN. 
The aircraft has time slots available for more users. How to market this is easy! Call the Erickson Flying Club. 

ERICKSON Airport, CKQ6, Neilson Field, has a good story to tell. Watch for an article in a 
future Newsletter on the unique ownership structure, the development that has happened 
recently and the future plans for this community airport.
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T
he ROUTE ROLODEX 

Here is the opportunity to showcase 

your connection and support by becoming: 

“Your Aviation Partner” 

 If you would like to be an Aviation Partner on the ROUTE, 
email:    thegreatsouthernroute@gmail.com 

RESERVED 

For You as an 

“YOUR AVIATION PARTNER”
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