June 1, 2023

The Lord blessing to you and your family. We are now beginning June which means the middle of the year has begun. Let me put it another way, we are closer to Our Savior returning than we were yesterday. Every day, every minute we are closer to His second coming. Will you be here at His return or will you be those coming with Him.
Let me explain, you can be coming with Our Lord at His second coming if you were rapture or had died in Christ prior to the rapture. What happens next, Jesus sets His kingdom here on earth for thousand years known as the “Millennium” afterwards comes the ”White Throne Judgement” which is our topic for this month. This BSL give a good explanation as to what this judgement is and who will be judged. I underscored and set texts in italic for you to take note of the importance of the message.     
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hopefully you will have a better understanding what the “White Throne Judgment” is after reading this BSL and be able to explain it to your family or anyone who is not in Christ.

So, let’s get started.

Your Brother in Christ, Tony Gonzalez
1 Peter 3:15
but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,














What is the White Throne Judgment

The great white throne judgment is described in Revelation 20:11-15 
· 11  Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 
· 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 
· 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 
· 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 
· 15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 
and is the final judgment prior to the lost being cast into the lake of fire. We know from  Revelation 20:7-15 that this judgment will take place after the millennium and after Satan is thrown into the lake of fire where the beast and the false prophet are Revelation 19:19-20; 20:7-10. 
Revelation 19:19-20
· 19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and against his army. 
· 20 And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence5 had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur.
Revelation 20:7-10
· 7 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison 
· 8 and will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. 
· 9 And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, 
· 10 and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
The books that are opened - Revelation 20:12
· 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done.

contain records of everyone’s deeds, whether they are good or evil, because God knows everything that has ever been said, done, or even thought, and He will reward or punish each one accordingly - Psalm 28:4; 62:12; Romans 2:6; Revelation 2:23; 18:6; 22:12.
Psalm 28:4
· 4  Give to them according to their work and according to the evil of their deeds; 
give to them according to the work of their hands; render them their due reward.
Psalm 62:12
· 12  and that to you, O Lord, belongs steadfast love. For you will render to a man 
according to his work
Romans 2:6
· 6  He will render to each one according to his works:
Revelation 2:23
· 23 and I will strike her children dead. And all the churches will know that I am he who 
searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you according to your works.
Revelation 18:6
· 6  Pay her back as she herself has paid back others, and repay her double for her deeds; 
mix a double portion for her in the cup she mixed. 
Revelation 22:12
· 12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has done
Also at this time, another book is opened, called the “book of life” - Revelation 20:12. It is this book that determines whether a person will inherit eternal life with God or receive everlasting punishment in the lake of fire. Although Christians are held accountable for their actions, they are forgiven in Christ and their names were written in the “book of life from the creation of the world” - Revelation 17:8. 
· 8 The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the bottomless pit and go to destruction. And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and is to come.
We also know from Scripture that it is at this judgment when the dead will be “judged according to what they had done” - Revelation 20:12 and that “anyone’s name” that is not “found written in the book of life” will be “thrown into the lake of fire” - Revelation 20:15.
The fact that there is going to be a final judgment for all men, both believers and unbelievers, is clearly confirmed in many passages of Scripture. Every person will one day stand before Christ and be judged for his or her deeds. While it is very clear that the great white throne judgment is the final judgment, Christians disagree on how it relates to the other judgments mentioned in the Bible, specifically, who will be judged at the great white throne judgment.
Some Christians believe that the Scriptures reveal three different judgments to come. The first is the judgment of the sheep and the goats or a judgment of the nation’s -Matthew 25:31-36. 
· 31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 
· 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
· 33 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 
· 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
· 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 
· 36  I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’
This takes place after the tribulation period but prior to the millennium; its purpose is to determine who will enter the millennial kingdom. The second is a judgment of believers’ works, often referred to as the “judgment seat [bema] of Christ” - 2 Corinthians 5:10. 
· 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.
At this judgment, Christians will receive degrees of reward for their works or service to God. The third is the great white throne judgment at the end of the millennium - Revelation 20:11-15. 
This is the judgment of unbelievers in which they are judged according to their works and sentenced to everlasting punishment in the lake of fire.
Other Christians believe that all three of these judgments speak of the same final judgment, not of three separate judgments. In other words, the great white throne judgment in Revelation 20:11-15 will be the time that believers and unbelievers alike are judged. Those whose names are found in the book of life will be judged for their deeds in order to determine the rewards they will receive or lose. Those whose names are not in the book of life will be judged according to their deeds to determine the degree of punishment they will receive in the lake of fire. Those who hold this view believe that Matthew 25:31-46 is another description of what takes place at the great white throne judgment. 
· 31  “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.
· 32  Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
· 33  And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 
· 34  Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
· 35  For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink,  I was a strangerand you welcomed me, 
· 36  I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 
· 37  Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see
· you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 
· 38  And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 
· 39  And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 
· 40  And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’
· 41  “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 
· 42  For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 
· 43  I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 
· 44  Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 
· 45  Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’
· 46  And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

They point to the fact that the result of this judgment is the same as what is seen after the great white throne judgment in Revelation 20:11-15. The sheep (believers) enter into eternal life, while the goats (unbelievers) are cast into “eternal punishment” -Matthew 25:46.
· 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
Whichever view one holds of the great white throne judgment, it is important to never lose sight of the facts concerning the coming judgment(s). First, Jesus Christ will be the judge, all unbelievers will be judged by Christ, and they will be punished according to the works they have done. The Bible is very clear that unbelievers are storing up wrath against themselves -Romans 2:5 
· 5  But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.
and that God will “give to each person according to what he has done” -Romans 2:6. Believers will also be judged by Christ, but since Christ’s righteousness has been imputed to us and our names are written in the book of life, we will be rewarded, but not punished, according to our deeds. Romans 14:10-12 says that g
· 10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God;
· 11 for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
and every tongue shall confess to God.” 
· 12 So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.

Source : https://www.gotquestions.org/great-white-throne-judgment.html
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