March 19, 2023

	Blessing to all and I apologize for the delay of the March issues of Bible Scripture Letter. 
On this month issue, I know you will find this topic very interesting. It might be a question you never got answered or maybe never thought about asking. I have different sources on this topic and I selected one because of its content and scripture references. 
	As a Christians, you know that when you die, you are present with the Lord (2 COR 5:8). 
But did you ever wonder what about those Old Testament Saints? Where did the go? This month topic is: Where did OT saints go at death? Abraham’s Bosom? Where was it? 








Your Brother in Christ, Tony Gonzalez
1 Peter 3:15
but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,
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The question we received was: “Before Jesus died on the cross and opened the gates of Heaven, where did people go when they died? What’s Abraham’s Bosom?”
I love the way the person framed this question because it indicates an understanding that it is only by Jesus’ finished work on the cross that anyone, in any time period, goes to Heaven.  That includes Old Testament saints.  Before Jesus’ death, burial, resurrection, and ascension, no one went to Heaven at death.  Jesus’ finished work, paying for the sins of mankind with His pure blood, opened the way to the Father in Heaven.

Old Testament Salvation
While people in the Old Testament were saved by the grace of God when they trusted in Him (saving faith), their sins were not yet washed away (atoned for) by the blood of Jesus.

After God delivered His people from Egypt, and when He first set them on a journey to their inheritance in the Promised Land, He gave them a system of animal sacrifice to be a blood offering to cover their sins.
Lev 17:11  For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that makes an atonement for the soul.

However, the blood of an animal could never fully atone for the sins of man, and the works of man, including sacrificial works, could never fully satisfy God.  Therefore, a sinless human, with perfect works and pure blood, needed to pay the price for man’s sins.  And we know that the fullness of time came when God sent His Son to be incarnated as a man (Gal 4:4-5), to live a pure and sinless life (Heb 4:15, 1 John 3:5b), and to die (Rom 5:8), shedding His blood as the perfect Lamb of God to take away the sins of the world (John 1:29).  Only Jesus could be that sacrifice and so He laid down His life for us (Isa 53:5, 1 Pet 2:24) in submission to His Father’s will (Mat 26:39, Luke 22:42, Acts 2:23), and His blood was acceptable in God’s sight (1 Pet 1:18-19).

So, where did Old Testament saints go before Jesus’ finished work?
We know that only Jesus is “the way, the truth and the life” and that “no man cometh unto the Father, but by [Jesus].”  (John 14:6)   Prior to Jesus’ atonement, the way to the Father was not open.  Therefore, Old Testament saints went to a place called Abraham’s Bosom, which is described in Luke 16 when Jesus told of two distinctly different places where man’s soul went at death:
1.  the place of comfort called Abraham’s Bosom and
2.  the place of torment that we refer to as Hell.

1)  Abraham’s Bosom Was Not Heaven.
Heaven is defined as the place where God dwells.  Geographically we think of it as being “up above,” beyond the heaven that we see, the one in which birds and airplanes fly.  The place where God dwells is even beyond the heavens in which the sun, moon, and stars exist.  God’s dwelling place is considered to be the highest of heavens (Luke 19:38), the “Heaven of heavens” (Deuteronomy 10:14, 1 Kings 8:27) and is referred to in the Bible as the third heaven (2 Corinthians 12:2). Read: Three Heavens? Where is the Third Heaven?

Where was Abraham’s Bosom?
Abraham’s Bosom was located below the heavens, in the depths of the earth.  Jesus referred to it as the “heart of the earth” (Matthew 12:40), and it was the abode of the righteous dead prior to Jesus’ resurrection and ascension.  Jesus also referred to this place as “paradise” when He promised the thief on the cross next to Him that he would be with Him that same day in paradise. (Luke 23:43)

What was Abraham’s Bosom?
Abraham’s Bosom was a place of comfort and a place of waiting. The sins of Old Testament saints were remitted by the Levitical system of atonement using the blood of animals.  Since this was not sufficient to completely atone for their sins, those who died in faith went to Abraham’s Bosom and waited until the time their sins would be paid for completely.  They waited for the promised Seed, the Rescuer, the One who was promised in the Garden (Genesis 3:15, Galatians 4:4), the One promised to their father Abraham (Genesis 22:17-18, Galatians 3:16), and promised again to their most exalted earthly King, King David (2 Samuel 7:12-16, Acts 13:21-23).
 
When Jesus offered Himself in payment for the penalty of man’s sins, His shed blood made the complete and final atonement for sins.  And, when Jesus ascended into Heaven, 40 days after His resurrection from the grave, He led the Old Testament saints from Abraham’s Bosom to their new dwelling place with Him (Ephesians 4:8) in the Heaven of heavens.

2) The Other Place
Since the time of Jesus’ ascension, there now only remains the place of torment within the earth.  We call this place “hell,” which is a translation of the Hebrew word “sheol.” “Sheol” simply means “the world of the dead, the grave, or the pit,” In Greek, the word is “Hades.”  Remember, prior to Jesus’ ascension into Heaven, all who died went into the earth, the grave, the pit — either to Abraham’s Bosom or the place of torment.  But since Jesus’ ascension, only one place remains —  the place of torment, Hell. So, when we refer to Hell, we are only referring to the place of torment.

The place of torment is similar to Abraham’s Bosom in one aspect.  It is a temporary abode for the unrighteous dead, just as Abraham’s Bosom was the temporary abode for the righteous dead until the Old Testament saints were fully redeemed.  In the place of torment, the unrighteous await a final judgment yet to come, which is the Great White Throne Judgment described in Revelation 20:11-15.  At that time, all the souls in the place of torment will be bodily raised, judged, and sent to their eternal destination, the Lake of Fire (Revelations 20:15).  The Lake of Fire is certainly not a place of comfort and rest.

Fatherly Comfort
In Abraham’s Bosom, the Old Testament saints were comforted by Father Abraham. But now they are in the comfort and rest of God the Father in Heaven, and in the presence of their Messiah and Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Heaven is the eternal resting place for all who die in faith, having had their sins forgiven and washed away by the blood of Jesus. 

Summary
At death, the souls of Old Testament saints awaited Jesus’ atonement in Abraham’s Bosom. When Jesus ascended to Heaven, after his death, burial, and resurrection, He took them all who were in Abraham’s Bosom with Him.  

At death, New Testament saints (those who live in the age of the Christian Church– also known as the age of the indwelling Holy Spirit) go immediately to be with Jesus in Heaven. (2 Corinthians 5:8).

It’s amazing to think that our souls will be transported up above the heavens of our atmosphere, beyond outer space, and to the Heaven of heavens in which God the Father and Jesus the Son dwell.  We will join the multitude of saints who have gone before us.  



Source: https://reasonsforhopejesus.com/old-testament-abrahams-bosom/
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