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Greeting to all . . .
May the Lord blessing and grace come to your house and His joy may be in abundance. The BSL for this month is “When are the Old Testament Saints Resurrected”? This came to my attention some time ago when I was reading about the Rapture and Tribulation as to the Resurrection of the New Testament Saints. Sometime later It occurred to me “what about the Old Testament Saints, when are they Resurrected”?

	A simple question turn out into many hours of research. I went to my go-to websites to get the information but not quite understood or picture in my mind their explanation. I’m a simple person and need simple answers. After reading seven or eight different articles on the topic, I found one that made sense to me. I read the article a number of times and I came to the conclusion the article needed additional information for the reader to better understand the time in question as to “when will the Old Testament Saints be Resurrected”? With that in mind, this BSL is rather long and you might want to read it on two sittings. I added additional information to the time-line chart and where the article just references scripture, I added the scripture itself to the article and lastly, I underscore some texts to bring to your attention the importance to the topic hopefully these additions will benefit you. . . the reader.
		
Lastly, if you would like to read or print any previous Bible Scripture Letters from years past, go to     the-rock-house.org      Select   More      Select  “about the teachers”    then  Scroll   down to my name.

So, let’s get started.


Your Brother in Christ, Tony Gonzalez
1 Peter 3:15
but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,



When are the Old Testament Saints Resurrected?
Bible Scripture Letter #72

There are five major resurrections described in the Bible, but this study is about only four of the resurrections. For more information on all the resurrections visit, “Are the Old Testament saints resurrected at the rapture?”  This article is devoted to biblical references that indicate when the resurrection of the Old Testament saints occurs. For a timeline of the end times read “God’s Timeline For The Future” and “God’s Plan For The Future — What does the Bible say about the future?”

When are the Old Testament Saints Resurrected?
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1.  Old Testament Saints are Not Included in the Rapture
The rapture is described in 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18. In this passage two different groups of believers are described: those who are Christians still living upon the earth and those Christians who have died. Those Christians who had died are referred to as “asleep in Jesus.” The word “asleep” does not mean that they are sleeping in bed. The same word is used of Lazarus who had died a physical death (John 11:11-12). John 11:13-14 tells us that when Christ’s disciples heard Him say Lazarus was asleep, they thought Lazarus was literally sleeping; but then Jesus said he was dead. That is the same meaning of the Greek word used here for “asleep.”

1 Thessalonian 4;14-18    (Describes the Day of the Rapture)
· 14  For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.
· 15  For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.
· 16  For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.
· 17  Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.
· 18   Therefore encourage one another with these words.

The rapture will occur when the archangel speaks and the dead in Christ rise first and the living Christians will instantly join them in the air and ascend upwards. Therefore, the group that will be raptured are the people who have placed their faith in Christ since Jesus died on the cross – both the dead and those still living at the time of the rapture. 1 Thessalonians 3:13 describes this event. This resurrection of the dead in Christ does not include the Old Testament saints. At this time, all New Testament Christians will receive their immortal bodies.  For more information about the rapture read, “The Rapture of the Church.”  In addition read, “When Will the Rapture Occur? — Pre, Mid, or Post tribulation.”

2.  Old Testament Saints Are Not Resurrected at The Second Coming
At the Second Coming of Christ, those Christians who were raptured prior to the tribulation will come with Christ. In Revelation 19:9-10 we are told that it is time for the marriage supper of the Lamb. Figuratively speaking, this refers to the wedding party and final union of Christ and the Church.
Revelation 19:9
· 9   Then he said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’” And he said to me, “These are true words of God.” 
2 Corinthians 11:2 refers to the church as being betrothed or engaged to Christ in a figurative sense.
· 2   For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin. 
The marriage supper occurs during the millennial kingdom. Then in Revelation 21:9 we are told that the wedding is completed. That is, Revelation 19:9 is the arrival of the raptured saints. Revelation 19:14 describes these individuals as being holy. Note that Revelation 3:5 is a promise to Christians that they will be clothed in white.

Revelation 3:5
· 5   The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his angels.
Revelation 19:14 
· 14  And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. 
Zechariah 14:5 also describes this event.
· 5   And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains shall reach to Azal. And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the Lord my God will come, and all the holy ones with him.
3.  Old Testament Saints Are Resurrected After the Second Coming
After the defeat of the nations of the world at Armageddon (Revelation 19:16-21), the imprisonment of Satan will occur in Revelation 20:1-3. Revelation 20:4, 6 describes the second and third groups of people who will be resurrected.

Revelation 20:4, 6
· 4  Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.
· 6  Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.
Now we ask the question, “Who are the ones sitting on the thrones in the first part of verse 4?” The verse says, “Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them.” But who are these individuals? The answer is these are the Old and New Testament saints. It must include the Old Testament saints since says,
Daniel 7:27
· 27  And the kingdom and the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High; his kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.
Notice that Revelation 20:4,6 states that the kingdom will be controlled by the saints of the Highest One. The kingdom is the millennial kingdom of Revelation 20:4. That is, they will reign with Christ just as the apostles and Christians will reign with Christ (Luke 22:28-30; 2 Timothy 2:12; Revelation 5:9-10).
Since the raptured Christians arrived at the Second Coming of Christ, the sentence “Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them” includes the Old Testament saints. Both Ezekiel 37:12-14 and Daniel 12:1-2 prophesied the resurrection of the Old Testament saints.
Ezekiel 37 is a prophecy about the restoration of the nation of Israel at the time of the millennial kingdom. In 1948, we have witnessed a pre-fulfillment of Israel’s return to power. But the ultimate fulfillment occurs after the second coming of Christ when the millennial kingdom is established. In theology, this is called “already, but not yet.” Ezekiel 37:22, 24 clearly refers to the millennial reign of Christ when we are told “My Servant, David shall be king.” Ezekiel 37:12-14 refers to the resurrection of Old Testament saints at the beginning of the millennial kingdom.
Ezekiel 37:12-14
· 12  Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel.
· 13  And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people.
· 14  And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.”
Here we are told the dead Jews will be resurrected. These bodies will be empowered by the Holy Spirit to come alive. This is the resurrection of the Old Testament believers. Daniel 12:1-2 also prophesied the resurrection of the Old Testament saints.
Daniel 12:1-2
· “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. 
· 2   And many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. 

Isaiah 26:19
· 19  Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing for joy! For your dew is a dew of light, and the earth will give birth to the dead.
Therefore, the first part of Revelation 20:4 refers to the resurrection of the Old Testament saints.
4.  Tribulation Saints Are Resurrected Next
The next resurrection includes the Christians who died during the tribulation. Notice that we are told next in Revelation 20:4, 6 that those who did not worship the beast and did not receive the mark of the beast will be resurrected. Verse 4 says that they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. At this point every Old and New Testament believer will have been resurrected.
Everyone Else Is Resurrected After the Universe Is Destroyed
A quick look at Revelation 2:11 reveals that Christians are given a promise that they will not experience the second death. Revelation 20:6 and 14 teach that the second death is being cast into the Lake of Fire. But as we have already been told, Christians will not experience the second death. The next resurrection occurs after the millennial kingdom and after God destroys the universe (Revelation 20:11). It is the resurrection of every dead unbeliever. Then they are judged and sent to hell or the Lake of Fire.
Revelation 20:12-15
· 12  And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. 
· 13  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. 
· 14  Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 
· 15  And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

Conclusion:
Therefore, we have a complete picture of who is resurrected at what time. Revelation 20:4 refers to the time that the Old Testament saints are resurrected. The study Prophecy of The Future describes the future events such as the Rapture, the Tribulation and the millennial kingdom.

Source : neverthirsty.org
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