April 1, 2023

	Blessing to all and I hope you are enjoying this warm / cold days we been having along with the rain it has brought us something we really needed. This month BSL I think you will find it very interesting and will clarify a few questions you might have. I am referring to the battles of Ezekiel 38 and 39. After reading this BSL, you will fully understand the differences of Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39 battles. It’s a very short article along with a few comments of my own. 








Your Brother in Christ, Tony Gonzalez
1 Peter 3:15
but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,


















[bookmark: _GoBack]Does Ezekiel 38-39 describe Armageddon?
Bible Scripture Letter #36

Some commentators interpret the last-days invasion of Israel described in Ezekiel 38-39 as the battle of Armageddon, while others believe it is a separate invasion by Russian-led Muslims. Which view is correct?

Some commentators have confused the invasion of Israel by Gog, from the land of Magog (Russia), as described in Ezekiel 38-39, with the final battle to be fought at Armageddon, as described in Revelation 16:16.
The Bible makes it quite clear that there are two invasions of Israel during the Day of the LORD, otherwise called the Great Tribulation. These invasions have different participants, and have an entirely different purpose. Joel describes BOTH conflicts separately and indicates that Armageddon is AFTER the Russian/Muslim invasion and Israel’s repentance (See Joel 2 and 3). Ezekiel’s prophecy explains the rise of Islam, and cannot be Armageddon for the following reasons:
1.  The invasion described by Ezekiel involves only a limited number of nations which are They are Meshech and Tubal from the land of Magog (Russia), Persia (Iran), Togarmah (Turkey), Libya, and Ethiopia (Sudan in our day) with protests from “the merchants of Tarshish and the young lions thereof” (Britain and USA etc) and “Sheba and Dedan”(Arabian Peninsula). The invaders are Muslim nations led by Russia, whereas the final battle to be fought at Armageddon will involve “the kings of the earth and of the whole world” (Revelation 16:14; Joel 3:1).

2.  There are different leaders in these two. The first invasion is led by Gog from the land of Magog (Russia), while Armageddon is orchestrated by Antichrist who is the final ruler of the Roman Empire (EU).

3.  A large component of the armies at Armageddon will come from “the kings of the east”, and their number is stated as 200 million and is said to come from the east beyond the Euphrates, whereas the Russian- led invasion is described by Joel as “the northern army” (Joel 2:20). Muslim nations could raise an army of this size.

4.  After the Russian/Muslim invasion one sixth of the invaders will be driven into Siberia, “a land barren and desolate with his face toward the east sea” (Joel 2:20), but there will be no place for the armies to escape from Armageddon. Those surviving will actually be gathered to Jerusalem for final judgment as “sheep” or “goats” (Matthew 25:31-46).
The armies at Armageddon will fill the land of Israel and reach Jerusalem (Zechariah 14:2) and “the valley of Jehoshaphat” (Joel 3:2), whereas the Russian/Muslim army is destroyed on “the mountains of Israel”.

Source:  https://www.heraldofhope.org.au/ezekiel-38-39-describe-armageddon/


I would like to comment on two of the items mention above. 

Item 1.  The article mentions “the merchants of Tarshish and the young lions thereof” (Britain and USA etc). See following article:
Note that Ezekiel refers not just to Tarshish, but to “the merchants of Tarshish with all its villages” (NASB) or “Tarshish, with all its young lions” (KJV). This phrase is a Hebrew idiom meaning nations that have come out of Tarshish. The young lions of Tarshish are a reference to the colonies that emerged from Britain and Europe - including the USA. Out of the Merchants of Tarshish came the colonial Empires. The most successful of these was Great Britain. The symbol of Great Britain is a lion. That symbol exists to this day and no other empire had more young lions than Great Britain. The present young lions are the USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and the Commonwealth. These young lion nations that came out of the British Empire have generally been pro-Israel. 

Source:   https://www.oxfordbiblechurch.co.uk/index.php/books/the-imminent-invasion-of-israel/548-appendix-12-who-are-the-merchants-of-tarshish
 

Item 4.  Referencing to the “Sheep and Goats”. The article states the survivors of the “Battle of Armageddon" will be judged. It’s not only the survivors of the battle but of the entire world. Why is that you ask? It’s because in the “Millennium” where Jesus will be reigning only the Sheep’s (believers) can enter and the “Goats” will be send to hell to await the final White Throne Judgement that happens at the end of the millennium.
	
One other item to point out is the actual battle is not in the land of Megiddo but its only a gathering place leading to the battle to Jerusalem - Zechariah 14:2.
· For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city shall be taken and the houses plundered and the women raped. Half of the city shall go out into exile, but the rest of the people shall not be cut off from the city.

There has to be a place for all nations to gather first to do battle against Jerusalem and the place is Megiddo and the battle is known as “Armageddon”. 
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