Athens Advancement and Agricultural Association (AAAA)
Horse Show Auction – Participant Guidelines & Overview (2026)

Event Overview
The auction is held during the Saturday Night Draft Horse Show at 6:00 PM. Auction items are presented and sold between classes, creating an engaging opportunity for organizations to raise funds while participating in a well-attended community event.
Historically, 1–3 auction items are sold between classes, depending on timing. To maintain a smooth flow throughout the evening, participating organizations are recommended to bring no more than 25 auction items.
Past organizations have done a 50/50 raffle during the show with great success. 

Organization Responsibilities
Participating organizations are responsible for managing their own auction process. Each organization must provide:
· An auctioneer
· Volunteers to:
· Display auction items
· Track bids
· Collect payments and distribute items
Organizations should be prepared to complete transactions between classes efficiently or after the show to keep the event on schedule. 

Setup Information
· Setup Time: Begins at 5:15 PM
· All setup must be completed by: 5:45 PM
· A designated staging area will be provided; however, space is limited
· Organizations are strongly encouraged to bring a small trailer or compact display setup to store and present auction items efficiently.


Recommendations for Success
To ensure a positive and successful experience, organizations are encouraged to:
· Select high-quality, appealing items rather than focusing on quantity
· Limit total items to 25 or fewer for smoother transitions between classes
· Consider putting together a condensed pamphlet of the auction items to pass out to the crowd 
· Assign clear volunteer roles for efficiency and accountability
· Prepare clear item descriptions and signage to inform bidders and to give to the Auctioneer to read
· Plan for quick payment processing, such as cash, card, and check (FYI: there is no WIFI on the grounds)
· Engage the audience with energy and enthusiasm during item presentation
· Stay organized and on schedule to respect the flow of the horse show
· Use a small trailer or organized display system due to limited space

Additional Notes
AAAA will assist by providing a designated space for staging auction items but will not provide auction staff or payment handling. All proceeds and responsibilities remain with the participating organization.

We appreciate your participation and support in making the AAAA Horse Show Auction a fun and successful event for the entire community!

