SERMON MATTHEW 1 THE FORGOTTEN MAN December 7, 2025

This morning, we begin our annual journey through Advent. Now the word “Advent” comes
from the Latin word meaning “to come to a place” or “to arrive.” In the context of coming,
Advent has become a season of preparation for Christmas; our celebration as Christians of the
birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The birth of Jesus Christ is one of the best-known
stories in the world. For over two thousand years, it has been told and retold, preached, and
sung about. We celebrate it every year with Christmas trees and lights, with gifts and cards,
carols and hymns, plays, and movies. It is the most celebrated Christian and American holiday.

Over the years, most churches have focused more on the Christmas story found in the Gospel
of Luke than on the story in the Gospel of Matthew. It is my personal belief that the Apostle
Luke interviewed Mary to get his story; thus, Luke’s Christmas story is told from Mary’s
perspective. Matthew on the other hand gives us more insight into Joseph’s involvement in the
birth of Jesus. | must confess that over the years, | have also focused more on the role of Mary,
the shepherds, the innkeeper, and the angels in the Christmas story than on the role of Joseph.
However, during Advent this year, | want to focus on Joseph, the forgotten man; who he was;
how he influenced Jesus’ early life; and what we can learn from the example he set. | will be
using a book by Adam Hamilton entitled Faithful Christmas through the Eyes of Joseph as a
reference.

Now compared to Mary, very little is known about Joseph. While Mary is honored and held in
high esteem, especially by the Catholic Church, to most Christians Joseph is just an extra
character in the Christmas story. Joseph is only mentioned a few times in the New Testament;
in the birth stories in Matthew and Luke, and in the family’s escape to Egypt. The last time he is
mentioned in the Bible is in Luke’s story of Jesus being left behind in the Temple during a visit
to Jerusalem when Jesus was twelve years old. Thus, it is assumed that Joseph died before
Jesus began His ministry. In addition, there is no record of any words spoken by Joseph in the
Bible; he is a silent participant in the birth and early life of Jesus Christ.

So little is known about Joseph, that the early Church started creating legends about him, many
of which may not be historically accurate. For example, there is one reference that states that
Joseph was an elderly widower with children when he married Mary who was most likely only
13 years old at the time. One source even says that he was 93 years old when he married Mary
and lived to be 111 years old; dying when Jesus was 18 years old.

Now this idea that Joseph was an older man fits well with the Catholic doctrine that Mary was a
virgin throughout her life, and that the brothers and sisters of Jesus mentioned in Matthew 12
were actually Joseph’s children by his deceased wife or that the brothers and sisters mentioned
in the Gospels could have been cousins or close family relatives. Now of course today, most



Protestants assume that Joseph was a young man when he married Mary and that they had
children together. Did you know that there’s a difference between a Catholic and a Protestant
nativity scene? Look at Joseph in your nativity scene at home, if the figure looks like an old
man, then it’s based on the Catholic tradition; however, if it is a young man, then it’s from the
Protestant tradition. Bet you didn’t know that!

In the Catholic Church, Joseph is the patron saint who guards children and families. He is also
the guardian saint of virgins, helper of the poor, and patron saint for priests. Did you know that
the statues of Saint Joseph are also quite popular. Some people believe that if you bury his
statute upside down in the yard when you put your house up for sale, it will sell quickly. Since
both of our sons and their families now live within five miles of us in Albuquerque, our
retirement plans changed. So, for several years we had been trying to sell the retirement
properties that we had on Lake Keowee in South Carolina. | got so desperate that | buried
statues of Saint Joseph on both lots; one sold within a year, and the remaining lot a year later.

Now what we do know is that Joseph was engaged to marry Mary. Also, we assume that he
was a carpenter since it is implied, but never stated in the Bible. As | noted before, the Bible
gives us two different versions of the birth of Jesus; Matthew and Luke both tell the same story
from totally different perspectives. Luke begins with the angel Gabriel appearing to Mary and
informing her that she will give birth to the Son of God. Now there is no mention of Joseph in
Luke until the couple departs Nazareth for Bethlehem to register for the Roman census.
Matthew, on the other hand, provides more insight into the role of Joseph in the birth of Jesus.
Therefore, since | want to focus on Joseph this morning, let’s look at what Matthew has to say
about the birth of Jesus in the first chapter, verses 18-25.

Read Matthew 1:18-25

Now according to Jewish custom at the time of our story, a couple was engaged for a year
before the formal marriage ceremony. During this time, they were forbidden to have any
intimate relations. According to Jewish law, if the bride became pregnant during this
engagement by anyone other than her fiancée, she could be stoned to death. Thus, Mary took
a great risk in telling Joseph that she was pregnant. Now neither Matthew nor Luke records this
conversation. Don’t you wish you had been a fly on the wall? Can’t you imagine that
conversation?

Joseph, we need to talk. Okay. You better sit down. Why, what’s wrong? | have something
important to tell you. Okay. Well, I’'m sort of pregnant. Sort of? What do you mean sort of;
you’re either pregnant or you’re not; there’s no in between. Well, I’'m definitely pregnant and
we are going to have a baby boy. We, what do you mean we? Who’s the daddy? Well, that’s
where it gets complicated and kind of funny. Funny, do you see me laughing? Well, the Holy



Spirit got me pregnant and God’s the Father! What? You expect me to believe that? Mary,
have you been drinking?

Of course, we don’t actually know how the conversation went, but we do know that Joseph did
not initially believe Mary’s explanation. If he had believed, he would not have been looking for
a way to call off the wedding as stated in this morning’s text. Now put yourself in Joseph’s
sandals for a moment. Here’s the girl that he was engaged to marry coming to him and telling
him that she’s now pregnant by the Holy Spirit and that God is the Father. If there are people
today who doubt the virgin birth, you can imagine that Joseph had a difficult time believing this
back then.

Can’t you imagine the kind of thoughts that went through his head? How could Mary do this to
him, betray his trust, be unfaithful to him after all he had done for her? How could she hurt
him so badly, embarrass him before his family and friends? Unfortunately, we have all dealt
with similar situations when someone close to us has hurt us and betrayed our trust. You can
just visualize Joseph storming out of the room, taking a long walk to gather his thoughts, and
trying to fall asleep that night, but his mind kept going back to what Mary had said. Have you
ever had one of those nights when you wrestled with your thoughts and tossed and turned all
night? Unfortunately, we all can relate in some way to what Joseph must have gone through.

Have you ever received bad news that shook the very foundation of your life? Have you ever
felt that all your hopes and dreams had been crushed and you simply couldn’t go on? We all
have or will experience this at some time in our life. Unfortunately, often like Joseph, during
these low points of our life, we can’t initially see God’s hands at work, but He’s there. God is
always there to take away our pain, disappointments, and use them in ways that we can only
see and understand in hindsight. The Apostle Paul stated this best in Romans 8:28 — “And we
know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him and are called according
to His purpose.”

Now there’s a key point that our text does not state, but is implied. That is, Joseph loved Mary.
Verse 19 states that Joseph being a righteous man and not wanting to expose Mary to public
disgrace planned to dismiss her quietly; in other words, he would call off the wedding. Out of
love, he was willing to take some of the blame and disgrace upon himself because once it was
realized that Mary was pregnant, the town gossips would have a heyday and would assume
that Joseph was the father.

But this was not what God wanted; this was not His plan for Mary and Joseph. In addition, this
was not what the Old Testament prophets had foretold. So, after Joseph was finally able to fall
asleep, an angel appears to him in a dream, and explains the whole thing. The angel confirms



what Mary had told him. When he wakes up, Joseph does what the angel had commanded him
to do; he takes Mary as his wife.

While Joseph is only mentioned by name in 16 verses in the Bible, | believe that his influence
was much stronger and wider than you might assume from these few passages. As | noted
earlier, there are no recorded words by Joseph in the Bible. We don’t have an inspiring speech
by him like Mary’s in Luke 1:38: “Here am |, the servant of the Lord, let it be with me according
to your word.” However, by answering God’s call to service, his actions speak much louder
than any words that he may have spoken. No man played a more important role in the early
life of Jesus than Joseph. Although he was not Jesus’ biological father, Joseph accepted Jesus as
his own son. Joseph protected him, provided for Him, taught Him and mentored Him. Perhaps
nowhere is the selfless, sacrificial love of God more clearly displayed than when someone takes
on the task of raising and loving a child who is not biologically theirs. Jesus clearly had a great
relationship with His heavenly Father, and perhaps that points to the kind of relationship He
must have had with His earthly stepfather.

Jesus undoubtedly learned many things from His mother, but | have to believe that much of
what we later see in Jesus was the result of the life and witness of Joseph. When Jesus told the
parable of the Prodigal Son likening God to a patient and merciful father, had Jesus perhaps
seen this same kind of love and forgiveness demonstrated by Joseph in response to one or
more of His brothers? When Jesus spoke about the importance of telling the truth, might He
have been describing what He had learned from watching Joseph? When Jesus taught His
disciples that true greatness is found in humble service, might He have been describing what He
had seen in His carpenter stepfather every single day? When Jesus gave us the Golden Rule,
that we should treat others as we want them to treat us, is it possible that He had grown up
seeing this same quality demonstrated by Joseph in his business and personal life? It is easy to
assume that Joseph set an example of love and faith that in some ways shaped the life and
ministry of Jesus.

Now this story of Joseph brings up a question for us this morning: “How are we shaping the
lives of the children and grandchildren entrusted to our care?” While this includes our own
children and grandchildren, it also includes nieces, nephews, young people in the workplace,
and the neighborhood children. And I’'m not just talking about our young children, but also our
grown adult children who still look to us for guidance. Like a stone thrown into a still lake, the
ripples of our words and actions spread farther than we can imagine. What image of God are
we painting for them?

Now God has not given us the awesome responsibility of raising His Son, like He did Joseph. But
every mother, father, stepfather, stepmother, grandma, grandpa, aunt, uncle, and godparent
has been asked to raise the children of God, to show them God’s love and grace, and to teach



them what it means to be children of God. During this holiday season, give some serious
thought to what kind of example you are setting for your loved ones, friends, and neighbors.

God gave Joseph a very important assignment — raising His own Beloved Son. Joseph had to be
the ultimate stepfather. He provided the home and environment that allowed Jesus to grow
into the man He would become. He cared for Jesus as if He was his own son. | can imagine that
when Joseph died and went to heaven that God took him aside and put His arm around him
and said: “Joseph, you did a great job raising My Son; thank you.” When we get to heaven will
we hear God say: “You did a great job raising my children?” Because every child is a child of
God. Let us each be the kind of example that God wants us to be this Christmas season. Amen



