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Today is the Second Sunday in Advent.  In the Methodist Church, we celebrate Advent on the 

four Sundays preceding Christmas.  The word “advent” comes from the Latin word meaning “to 

come to a place” or “to arrive.”  In the context of coming, Advent has become a season of 

preparation for Christmas by Christians, our celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.  The birth of Jesus Christ is one of the best known stories in the world.  For over 

two thousand years it has been told and retold, preached, and sung about.  We celebrate it 

every year with Christmas trees and lights, with gifts and cards, carols and hymns, plays and 

movies.  It is the most celebrated American holiday, both Christian and secular.  Department 

stores start putting up decorations and advertisements way before Halloween.   

Now while most of the focus on Advent is on the preparation for Christmas, there is another 

meaning; one that we sometimes tend to overlook or try to avoid on purpose.  And that is the 

preparation for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  Jesus first came as a little baby born in a 

manger in Bethlehem.  However, before He went back to heaven, He promised that He would 

return; and this time it will be as a conquering king.  Throughout His teachings, Jesus warned us 

to always be alert, be prepared, as in the text that Keith/Ron read earlier from the Gospel of 

Mark.   

Our scripture text for this morning is taken from the 25th chapter of the Gospel of Matthew, the 

first thirteen verses.  Now at first glance, this passage may seem a little strange for this time of 

year, but in the context of Advent and the anticipation of Christ’s Second Coming, it is very 

appropriate.  Jesus often used parables and stories to encourage us to be prepared.  Let’s see 

what He has to teach us in this story.  

Read Matthew 25:1-13 

A pastor had scheduled a wedding right after the Sunday morning worship service.  At the end 

of the service, the pastor asked: “Will the persons who wish to be married please come forward 

at this time.”  One man and thirteen women came forward! 

As it is today, a wedding was a very special occasion at the time of Jesus.  The wedding was 

usually held late in the afternoon.  The whole village turned out; it was a festive event for the 

entire town.  After dark, the bridegroom would take his bride to their new home, accompanied 

by their friends.  Others would join the procession carrying lamps.  When everybody arrived at 

the house, all were invited in for a feast.  One of the more unusual traditions was for the 

bridegroom to try and catch the bridal party off guard; in other words catch the bridesmaids 

napping.  So the bridegroom would come when least expected and sometimes in the middle of 

the night. 



As many of us have learned from experience, our God is the Master of Surprises; He does not 

always do what’s expected; He keeps us guessing.  The first coming of Jesus caught the world, 

especially the Jews by complete surprise.  Who would have thought that the King of the Jews, 

the Son of God, the Messiah, would be born in a lowly stable to a teenage girl engaged to a 

carpenter; that His crib would be a feeding trough for the animals in a stable; and that His first 

visitors would be poor shepherds working the night shift in nearby fields?  Likewise, the Bible 

warns us that Jesus, as represented by the bridegroom in this story, will come again when we 

least expect and in the most unusual way. 

Now most biblical scholars believe that this morning’s text is referring to the Second Coming of 

Jesus at the end of time.  This concept of the Second Coming and the end of time has fascinated 

people for centuries.  There are at least 1,845 verses in the Bible devoted to this subject.  There 

has always been some speculation about when this will actually happen, and several authors 

have made a lot of money with their inaccurate predictions.  However, all this time and effort 

devoted to predicting the exact time when the world will end is useless since the Bible tells us 

that only God knows, and He’s not telling anybody.  But we can be sure of one thing; history is 

going somewhere whether we like it or not, and the time of Jesus’ return gets closer each day.  

And we can also be sure that like the first time, it will come when the world least expects it. 

With all that said, for our remaining time this morning, I would like for us to focus on another 

coming during Advent; and that is the coming of Jesus Christ into our daily lives through the 

people that we will meet and the events that we will experience over the next few weeks.  

Believe it or not, Jesus comes to us each and every day.  Remember His final words in the 

Gospel of Matthew: “And lo, I am with you always, even until the end of the age.”   

But will we recognize Him?  Do we really expect to meet Him?  Are we prepared for His 

coming?  Or are we like the people at the first Christmas; so preoccupied by the demands of 

everyday life; so influenced by all the bad news around us; so entrenched in our religious 

beliefs and traditions; and so far from God that we will miss the coming of the Light and Hope 

of the World.  Only the shepherds on a lonely hillside outside Bethlehem realized what was 

happening, and this was only after they had been scared out of their wits by a host of angels. 

In the parable of the ten bridesmaids that I just read, Jesus tells us right up front that five were 

foolish and five were wise.  Now why did He give us this information at the beginning of the 

story?  Well, it might be that you could not tell by looking at them which ones were wise and 

which ones were foolish.  All ten had come from the same wedding, and were no doubt 

wearing the same dresses and carrying similar lamps.  By their appearance, we would never 

have guessed which five were smart and which five were silly. 



It was not the looks, the lamps or the long dresses that set the wise apart from the foolish; it 

was their readiness; being prepared for the coming of the bridegroom that made the 

difference.   The smart ones had enough oil for their lamps no matter when the bridegroom 

showed up; while the foolish ones had only enough oil to fit their own personal timetable.  Five 

were prepared and ready, even for a delay; five were not and were left outside in the dark and 

cold of the night. 

The question for us this morning is: are our lamps full; do we have enough oil; are we ready this 

Christmas to meet the Savior of the world when He comes knocking at the door of our hearts?  

Which group of these bridesmaids best describes us?  Are we prepared this year; are we ready 

to experience Christmas as never before?  Or will we just go through the motions again as we 

do every year? 

The word “prepare” is defined as “to make ready in advance for a particular purpose, event or 

occasion.”  I know that a lot of preparation went into your Thanksgiving dinners.  And now 

we’re preparing for Christmas.  Like me many people put their Christmas lights up right after 

Thanksgiving.  Some of you have even done your Christmas shopping; while many of us like to 

wait until the last moment.  Some of you have already mailed your Christmas cards.  But are we 

really prepared for the real meaning of the season?  Are we letting our lamps shine for Jesus?   

David Peterson, a former pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Spokane, Washington, told 

about a time when he was working on his sermon.  His little daughter came into his office and 

asked: “Daddy, can we play?”   To which he replied: “I’m awfully sorry, sweetheart, but I’m right 

in the middle of preparing next Sunday’s sermon.  But we can play in about one hour.” 

So she said: “Okay, Daddy, when you’ve finished I’m going to give you a great big hug.”  To 

which he replied: “Thank you very much.”  She headed for the door, but then made a quick U-

turn, and ran back and gave her father a great big bear-hug.  Surprised, David asked her: 

“Darling, I thought you said that you were going to wait until I finished before you gave me a 

hug.”  “Daddy, I just wanted you to know what you have to look forward to!”  One of the real 

meanings of Christmas is that Jesus wants us to know what we have to look forward to when 

He comes into our lives this Christmas season. 

So how do we re-capture the spirit of the first Christmas?  How do we prepare for Jesus to 

come into our lives this year?  How do we make this the best Christmas ever?  Of course, since 

we are all different, our preparations may vary as do the type of Christmas trees and 

decorations that we have in our homes.  But let me give you some practical suggestions for 

really experiencing Christ in your lives this Christmas. 

First, we need to make time for Him.  Now I know that some of you are sitting there right now 

thinking: “Make time for Him; you got to be kidding; I don’t have enough time now to do all the 



things that need to be done over the next 17 days.”  But that’s the very point I’m trying to 

make.  We get so busy trying to do everything and trying to have a perfect Christmas that we 

miss it.  The next thing we know, Christmas has come and gone, and we are taking down all the 

decorations wondering where the time went and thinking that there’s got to be more to 

Christmas than this; something’s missing!  We as the collective human race have made 

Christmas too competitive, too complex, and too materialistic; can I get an Amen? 

What happened to the old fashion Christmases where we sat around the fire sharing memories 

and reflecting on the real reason for the season?  They have been pushed aside by all the 

demands that we place on ourselves.  Did you hear that; we place these demands on ourselves?  

Nobody else can force us to become a whirlwind of activity at this time of year; it is a choice we 

each make individually.  So this year, choose to take time for the baby in the manger, for the 

Savior on the cross, and for the best friend that you will ever have. 

Psalm 46:10 tells us: “Be still, and know that I am God.”  Find a quiet place without television, 

radio, or phone.  Maybe you can put on some Christmas carols.  But the point is, be still, clear 

your mind and reflect on what Christmas really means – that God so loved you, did you hear 

that – you, that He sent His only Begotten Son to bring you joy, hope, peace of mind, love and 

salvation.  Think about all that He has done for you, how He has blessed your life, then thank 

Him and give Him complete control over your life.  And I can assure you that you will be 

surprised about the different ways that Jesus will come to you if you will only make time for 

Him in your busy schedule.   

Second, be on the lookout for Jesus.  I mean approach each day with the expectation of 

meeting Him somewhere in the events of the day and the people that you will encounter over 

this holiday season.  Look for Him in the checkout lines at Smith’s, Costco and Walmart, at the 

Senior Center, at the mall, in traffic and even here at church.  One aspect of preparation is 

expectation.  Now you can do this in several ways.  For instance, look for the good in everybody 

and everything.  Another way is by letting the light of Jesus shine through you by spreading 

good cheer with a smile, a kind word and a helping hand to all in need.  As you have heard me 

say before greet everybody with “Merry Christmas,” not “Happy Holidays!” 

It was Christmas Eve.  A man was waiting for a bus to take him from Athens, Georgia, to 

Greenville, South Carolina.  As he purchased his ticket, the agent said: “That bus is running a 

little late.  If you watch the electronic message board over there in the corner, you will know 

when the bus arrives and when it is time to board.”  So the man wandered around the terminal 

for a while.  Eventually, he saw a small machine which had a sign on it that read: “For twenty-

five cents, this machine will tell you your name, age, city of residence, and something about 

you.” 



“That’s impossible,” the man muttered out loud, but nevertheless he was curious, so he put a 

quarter in the machine.  The machine buzzed and vibrated, and then printed out a message: 

“Your name is Fred Jones.  You are 35 years old.  You live in Athens, Georgia, and you are 

waiting for a bus to Greenville, South Carolina.”  “Incredible,” said the man.  “How does this 

machine know all that?  It’s amazing, but I bet it can’t do it again.”  So he plunked in another 

quarter.  Again the machine buzzed, and then out came the message: “Your name is Fred Jones.  

You are 35 years old.  You live in Athens, Georgia, and you are still waiting for a bus to 

Greenville, South Carolina.” 

“This can’t be happening!” the man exclaimed.  So he put on some sunglasses, mussed his hair 

a bit, turned up the collar of his jacket, and tried another quarter.  The response came back: 

“Your name is still Fred Jones.  You are still 35 years old.  You still live in Athens, Georgia, and 

for the third time, you are still waiting for a bus to Greenville, South Carolina.” 

The man was amazed.  He glanced across the street and saw a novelty shop.  So he went over 

to the store where he bought a pair of glasses with a large nose attached, a shaggy gray wig, a 

baggy shirt, and a cane.  He then hobbled back across the street, acting like a much older man, 

and put another quarter into the slot.  The machine buzzed and vibrated, and then put out a 

message that read: “Your name is Fred Jones.  You are 35 years old.  You live in Athens, 

Georgia, and while you were horsing around, you missed your bus to Greenville, South 

Carolina!” 

This story is a Christmas parable for us, and the message is this: sometimes when we are 

waiting for Christmas, we horse around too much; we busy ourselves so much that we miss the 

very thing we are waiting for.  This Christmas, don’t horse around; make time for Jesus; look for 

Him each day in the people you meet and the things that happen over the next few weeks.  

Jesus comes into our lives each and every day.  At the first Christmas, almost everybody missed 

His coming because they were too busy or sleeping.  Be awake, be alert; He’s coming and you 

definitely don’t want to miss it.  Amen   


