
SERMON MATTHEW 18 LET’S PRAY                                                                       September 13, 2020 

It’s hard to believe that it has been nineteen years since the terrorist attacks on the Twin 

Towers in New York City and the Pentagon in Washington, DC.  That day changed things forever 

in our country; since then we have lived under the constant threat of another attack on our 

nation.  We can all remember where we were during the tragic events in the history of our 

country such as 9/11, the assassination of President John Kennedy on November 23, 1963, and 

the Challenger crash on January 28, 1986. 

On 9/11, I was in Dallas, Texas, attending a retirement seminar.  I was about to leave my hotel 

room when I saw the first plane hit the North Tower on television.  At that time they didn’t 

know it was a terrorist attack and thought it was an accident.  I went on down to the meeting 

and then we were told that a second plane had hit the South Tower and a third plane had hit 

the Pentagon.  This seminar was for Federal officials and several, especially those from the 

Federal Aviation Administration and Federal Emergency Management Agency, were 

immediately called away.   

Of course, all airplanes were grounded immediately when my boss Transportation Secretary 

Minetta made that key decision, because there were probably other planes targeted.  The next 

day I was lucky enough to find a rental car to get back to Santa Fe.  If there was anything 

positive about that tragic situation, it was that the highways were still open and kept the 

country moving during that critical time.  Of course, being a former highway engineer, I may be 

a little biased. 

Over the years people have debated what happened, what could have been done to prevent it, 

what should have been done, and what must be done in the future?  They have looked at 

almost every angle, except one – the spiritual.  Unless I missed it, I have not heard or seen 

much about the role that God and our faith as a nation and individuals played in the aftermath 

of this tragic event.  Yes, following 9/11 people turned to God; more than ever before in our 

history.  The polls showed that the number of people believing in God increased.  Churches 

right after 9/11 were packed, and people, even our political leaders, were seen praying and 

talking about God and their faith. 

Two things were visible: the flag and belief in God.  But unfortunately it didn’t last long; within 

weeks church attendance dropped significantly and the flags came down.  Since then some 

people have even refused to stand for the National Anthem; reference to God in the Pledge of 

Allegiance has been called unconstitutional; and there are those who want to remove the 

words “In God We Trust” from our money.    

Nineteen years later what does our country, the church and we as a congregation and 

individuals need to do to turn our country back to God?  In addition, right now we are in the 



middle of a very messy presidential campaign.  But the answer to our nation’s problems is not 

in advancing one particular political agenda or the election of a certain candidate as President.  

As I have said before our root problems are spiritual and our only hope is returning to God.  In 2 

Chronicles 7:14 which I have quoted often, the Lord states: “If my people, who are called by my 

name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, 

then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”  Though originally 

addressed to the chosen nation of Israel, I don’t think anyone would argue that this passage 

definitely applies to our nation today.  

So this morning as we remember those who died on that tragic day and as we consider the 

future of our country, let’s focus on one of the four requirements that God set forth in 2 

Chronicles 7:14; let’s focus on prayer and two short but powerful verses found in Matthew 

18:19-20.   

Read Matthew 18:19-20 

These two verses give us some insight into what we need to do to re-kindle hope for our 

country; to continue to pray and worship together.  Now verse 19 is one of those sayings of 

Jesus whose meaning we need to probe or we will be left with disappointment.  Jesus says that 

if two on earth agree on a certain matter for which they are praying, they will receive it from 

God.  If this passage was taken literally, word for word, we would be mistaken.  People have 

prayed together for the physical and spiritual welfare of a loved one, and the prayer has not 

been answered as they expected.  People have prayed for the conversion of their land and the 

coming of the kingdom of God, and the prayer has not been fully answered.  Nothing but harm 

can result from teaching and believing that all prayers will be answered in the way you expect; 

that you get exactly what you ask for, that God is a divine Santa Claus. 

First and foremost, we must understand that prayer must never be selfish, thinking of no one 

but ourselves; we are meant to pray as members of a fellowship, in agreement, recognizing that 

life and the world are not arranged for us as individuals, but as a fellowship.  An effective prayer 

must be a prayer of agreement from which the element of selfish concentration on our own 

personal desires has been removed.  Once when Abraham Lincoln was conferring with his 

generals about an upcoming battle during the Civil War, one of the generals remarked that he 

was glad that God was on the side of the Union.  To which Lincoln replied: “We should not be 

concerned about God being on our side; we need to be concerned that we are on God’s side, 

for God is always right.”   

We must also remember the basic law of prayer: that in prayer we receive not the answer that 

we want, but the answer that God in His wisdom and His love knows is best for us and the 

current situation.  Because we are human beings with fears many of our prayers are prayers of 



escape.  We pray to be saved from some trial, some sorrow, some hurting or some difficult 

situation.  However, God may not offer us escape from a difficult situation, but He will enable 

us to accept what we cannot understand, and to endure what without Him would be 

unbearable.   

God does not always deliver His children out of a crisis, but promises to be with us throughout 

it.  A perfect example of this is Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane on the night that He was 

arrested.  He prayed to be released from the suffering of the cross which He would face the 

next day; however, He was not released, but given the power to meet the challenge, to endure 

it, to conquer it and to come out victorious.  With God’s help, Jesus defeated the cross and the 

powers of death and evil.  When we pray unselfishly, God sends His answer, but the answer is 

always His answer and not necessarily ours. 

In his book Hope for the Troubled Heart, Billy Graham tells the story of a missionary and his 

family who were forced to camp out on a hill side one night.  They were fearful of an attack 

from roving bandits.  After praying, they went to sleep.  Months later, an injured man was 

brought into the mission hospital.  He asked the missionary if he had soldiers guarding his 

family that night.  “We intended to rob you,” he said, “but we were afraid of the 27 soldiers 

guarding you.” 

When the missionary returned to his home church, he related this strange story.  A church 

member said: “I remember that night; we had a prayer meeting, and were praying for you and 

your family.  There were 27 present that night.”  Prayer has no boundaries.  It can leap miles 

and continents when 2 or 3 are gathered together in Jesus’ name and pray with the right 

motive. 

I need to pause here and make two essential points.  First, these two verses from Matthew in 

no way diminish the importance and need for individual private prayer.  As I have said 

numerous times, one of the most important things you can do each day is to have a daily quiet 

time of prayer and Bible reading.  Individual prayer is essential to our spiritual growth and 

personal relationship with the Lord.  I hope that each of you spends some time alone each day 

with the Lord in prayer.  However, we are social animals by nature; thus, we need the 

fellowship of each other.  While private prayer is critical, we also need to gather together in 

worship and pray as a body of Christ.  We can no more pray alone all the time than we can live 

in isolation all the time. 

Second, please don’t let these verses or discussion mislead you into thinking that we should not 

take everything to God in prayer.  Remember that God is our Father and like any parent He 

wants to hear all about our concerns, problems, and joys.  Nothing is ever too small or too big 

for Him.  Remember the words of our previous hymn: “What a friend we have in Jesus, all our 



sins and griefs to bear!  What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!  O what peace we 

often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, all because we do not carry everything to God in 

prayer.”  When discussing prayer, Oswald Chambers in My Utmost for His Highest said: “Give 

Jesus Christ the opportunity and the room to work.”  In other words, take your concerns to 

Jesus and let Him go to work.  The point that I am trying to make is that our motives need to be 

right.  It is never selfish to ask for healing or help in time of crisis.  However, it is selfish to ask 

for things that we don’t really need. 

The promise of Jesus’ presence in verse 20 is very similar to the promise of His abiding presence 

in Matthew 28:20: “And lo, I am with you always even to the end of the age.”  Both of these 

sayings are the fulfillment of the prophesy in Isaiah 7:14 – “Therefore, the Lord Himself will give 

you a sign; the virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call Him Immanuel.”  

Immanuel as we all know means “God with us.”  Jesus is the fulfillment of this prophesy. 

This saying in verse 20 also closely parallels a Jewish saying about the Torah or the Law: “If 2 or 

3 sit together and the words of the Law are spoken between them, the Divine Presence rests 

between them.”  Thus here in these verses from Matthew we see that an ancient Jewish 

teaching about the presence of God now applies to the presence of Jesus Christ. 

This also shows us that Jesus is not concerned with numbers.  He is here even when just a few 

gather for a prayer meeting or Bible study as He is in a large cathedral.  He is there when the 

faithful meet, however few they may be, for He gives all of Himself to each individual person.  

There are those who never give their best except on special occasions or when there is an 

audience, but for Jesus every occasion when 2 or 3 gather in His name is special. 

Now the key to this passage is when we gather together and pray in Jesus’ name.  In John 

14:13, Jesus promises: “I will do whatever you ask in my name.”  In the Jewish culture a 

person’s name had a significant meaning.  It was not only how you were addressed, but it also 

signified who you were: your character, your qualities and your personality.  In ancient times, 

an individual’s name summed up who a person was.  Thus, when we pray in Jesus’ name, we 

are making our requests in accordance with Jesus’ will and teachings.  This is not a prayer 

simply mentioning Jesus’ name, but a prayer that is in accordance with who Jesus is.  It is a 

prayer aimed at carrying on the work that Jesus did; a prayer that He himself will answer.  Thus 

the purpose and motive behind all our prayers as individuals and as a nation should be: “What 

does Jesus want?” 

Our scripture text clearly states that even when only 2 or 3 are gathered together Jesus is there 

with them.  It is not a crowd that invites Jesus’ presence, but the faith and devotion of the 

worshippers.  The Interpreter’s Bible points out that the 2 or 3 are not merely added; they 



multiply each other’s faith and are multiplied exponentially in power by Jesus who is in their 

midst.  Did you hear that; we multiply each other’s faith and prayers!   

Unfortunately, the church today sometimes reflects society’s attitude that strength lies in 

numbers.  How often do we hear churches with large congregations referred to as “successful,” 

and those with small congregations as “struggling?”  Yet we only have to review the Old 

Testament military victories of the tiny nation of Israel over larger countries to realize that God 

does not depend on size for divine miracles.  We may not be the largest Methodist Church or 

the largest church in Rio Rancho, but if we gather together in faith and worship, we are a 

powerful witness and a powerful presence for the Lord in this community. 

When the brave passengers on Flight 93 over Pennsylvania on 9/11 made a decision to take on 

the terrorists and their evil plans, their call to action was “Let’s Roll.”  Because of the heroic 

action of these brave individuals many lives were saved that day in Washington, DC.  They gave 

their lives for this great country.  Now while we are not called to give our lives this morning, we 

are called to take a stand for God and for the future of our nation.   

Thus, our call to action should be “Let’s Pray!”  Pray for our country and its leaders each and 

every day, especially in the coming weeks.  May we seek God’s face and turn back to Him as a 

nation.  May we once again be one nation under God.  Every prayer counts just as every vote 

counts.  That’s where the strength and future of our country lies – in the gathering together in 

worship and prayer in Jesus’ name.    Let’s pray and leave the future of our nation in God’s 

hands.  Amen 

 


