SERMON MATTHEW 2 UNEXPECTED JOURNEYS December 21, 2025

Well, Christmas is only a few days away. | hope that you and your family will be able to attend
one of the two Christmas Eve services as we reenact the Christmas story. For the last two
Sundays and this morning, we are focusing on the Christmas story from the Gospel of Matthew
which gives us more insight into the role of Joseph in the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

The more traditional Christmas story from the second chapter of the Gospel of Luke tells us that
the Roman Emperor declared that a census be taken of the entire Roman Empire. This required
everybody to return to their hometown to register. Joseph, being of the house of David, had to
travel from Nazareth back to Bethlehem, not only because it was his hometown but also to
fulfill the prophecy of the coming Messiah in Micah 5:2 — “But you, Bethlehem, David’s country,
though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be
ruler over Israel, whose origins are from old, from ancient times.”

Now this was not the way Mary had planned her pregnancy. First, she gets pregnant by the
Holy Spirit while engaged to marry Joseph; then she has to break the difficult news to him; and
of course, she probably had to endure the looks and remarks of the local town gossips. And
now, when she is 9 months pregnant and due any day, she has to take an unplanned journey of
almost 70 miles to register for some stupid Roman census. Not to mention that her baby will
be born in a strange town away from her mother and family.

In his book, Faithful Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph, Adam Hamilton indicates that there
were two possible routes that Joseph and Mary could have taken from Nazareth to Bethlehem.
The longest route was on the east side of the Jordan River and added two days to the trip. The
shorter route went through Samaria; however, most Jews avoided this route and took the
longer route because they hated the Samaritans and considered them unclean. Adam indicated
that Joseph and Mary did not share this same prejudice towards the Samaritans and that since
Mary was due any day, they most likely took the shorter and quicker route through Samaria.
This might also explain why years later Jesus did not hesitate going through Samaria and had an
inspiring conversation with a woman at the well.

While we can’t be certain which route Mary and Joseph took, they probably took the shortest
route. It was still almost 70 miles, on foot and by donkey. Now that’s about the same distance
from Albuquerque to Socorro, or to Santa Rosa. Which today with everybody driving 80 miles
per hour on the Interstate will take you just over an hour. Of course, Joseph and Mary did not
enjoy the quality of transportation that we have today, and it probably took them about nine
days to make the trip over some very rough terrain.



Now many of our Nativity scenes and Christmas plays are not entirely correct according to the
Bible. Yes, Jesus was born in Bethlehem in either a stable or cave where the animals were kept
and was visited by shepherds working the night shift on the hills outside Bethlehem. But
contrary to popular belief, the wise men or magi did not come on Christmas Eve. As a matter of
fact, they did not arrive with their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh until one or two years
later. These men, who were not Jews, traveled over 1,200 miles across the ancient highways
from Persia to Bethlehem to pay homage to “this child who had been born King of the Jews.”

Do you know what would have happened if there had been three Wise Women instead of three
Wise Men? They would have asked for directions; arrived on time; helped deliver the baby;
cleaned the stable; made a green bean casserole; and brought practical gifts, like diapers and
bibs.

However, we must not overlook the significance of their visit. Because the visit of these
foreigners showed that Jesus was not just the Jewish Messiah, but also the Savior and King of all
the people of the world. Following the visit of the magi, Joseph received another visit from an
angel of the Lord as recorded in the second chapter of Matthew, verses 13 through 23; listen to
the story.

Read Matthew 2:13-23

So, Joseph was warned in a dream to flee to Egypt to escape Herod’s attempt to kill the baby
Jesus. The flight to Egypt was entirely natural. Often, throughout the troubled centuries before
Jesus came, whenever the Jews were threatened, they sought refuge in Egypt. The result was
that there was a colony of Jews in every city in Egypt. Joseph in this hour of danger was doing
what many a Jew had done before; and when Joseph and Mary reached Egypt, they would not
find themselves among strangers, for in every town they would find fellow Jews who had
sought refuge there. As you read this story, have you ever noticed that the holy family was able
to afford this trip due to the gifts that the wise men gave them? God used the wise men to
provide what would prove to be much needed financial support for the holy family.

As | have noted before, the Bible does not give us much information about Joseph; thus, many
legends have emerged over the years. There are two associated with the journey to Egypt. In
one legend, Joseph and Mary were attacked by robbers who wanted to kill them and the baby
Jesus, and take their gold and possessions. But something about the baby Jesus went straight
to the heart of Dimas, one of the robbers. He refused to allow any harm to come to Jesus or His
parents. He looked at the baby Jesus and said: “O most blessed of children, if ever there comes
a time for having mercy on me, then remember me, and forget not this hour.” As the legend
has it, Dimas and Jesus met again years later on the cross at Calvary. And it was here that



Dimas received his mercy and forgiveness because he was the thief who he defended Jesus and
asked Jesus to remember him when Jesus came into His kingdom.

In the other legend, the holy family was on their way to Egypt, and as evening approached they
were tired and sought refuge in a cave. It was very cold, so cold that the ground was covered
with frost. A little spider saw the baby Jesus and wanted to do something to keep Him warm.
So, the spider decided to spin his web across the entrance to the cave to create a curtain or
barrier to the cold.

Later along came a detachment of Herod'’s soldiers, looking for children to carry out Herod’s
command to kill them. When they came to the cave, they were about to burst in to search it,
but the captain saw the spider’s web and determined that no one had entered the cave since
the web had not been broken. So, the soldiers passed on by, and left the holy family in peace,
because the little spider had spun his web across the entrance to the cave. And that, so they
say, is why to this day we put tinsel on our Christmas trees, for the glittering tinsel streamers
stand for the spider’s web.

As you study Joseph’s life, you see that he was asked to take several unexpected journeys.

First, he had to accept the fact that his fiancée became pregnant by the Holy Spirit and that he
had been given the awesome responsibility of raising the Son of God. Then because of a Roman
census, he had to take his pregnant wife over a long rough journey to his hometown of
Bethlehem to register with the Roman government. Then because of Herod’s desire to kill the
baby Jesus, he had to leave his hometown of Bethlehem and take his family on a dangerous
journey to a foreign country, only to return to his home upon Herod’s death.

At times, all of us find ourselves on journeys that we didn’t expect or want to take. Sometimes,
as with Mary and Joseph, the journeys happen because of someone else’s decisions or actions,
such as the Roman emperor. The journeys may be painful, and we may find ourselves
brokenhearted or deeply discouraged along the way. We might even think that God is
punishing us or that He has abandoned us.

But as Christians we have the assurance that God is always with us and that He will sustain us
and see us through whatever journey we are on. King David captured this assurance in the 23™
Psalm when he wrote: “Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shallow of death, | will fear
no evil, for you are with me.” Jesus also confirmed this at the end of Matthew 28 when He
said: “Lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Jesus also reassures us in Matthew
11:28, when He stated: “Come to me, all you who are weary and heavy-laden and | will give you
rest.” In other words, Jesus is telling us: “If the journey is too hard, come to me and | will
sustain you and get you safely home.”



Throughout the Bible, we see people taking journeys that they didn’t want to take, and much of
the Bible is about God using and working through those journeys to fulfill His will. There’s Noah
on his ark, and Abraham and Sarah uprooted in retirement and sent by God to the Promised
Land. There’s Ruth and Naomi grieving the loss of their husbands; Daniel being thrown into the
lions’ den; and Jonah becoming fish bait because of his refusal to take the journey to Nineveh.

Have you ever been forced to take a journey that you didn’t want to take? It may have been
your parents’ divorce or your own. Maybe it was an illness, a diagnosis of cancer, a move or the
loss of a job. Maybe it was the death of someone you loved dearly. Maybe you had to change
your lifestyle in order to care for an aging parent or loved one. Now I’'m not suggesting that
God caused these things to happen or that they were God’s will. They are simply part of life.
But we must remember that God goes with us on these unexpected journeys, and God’s
providence has a way of bringing good and beautiful things from the pain, heartache, and
disappointments we face in life. That’s what Mary and Joseph discovered. Remember the
words of encouragement from the Apostle Paul in Romans 8:28 — “And we know that in all
things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His
purpose.”

Did you know that nearly half of the Gospel of Luke is devoted to telling the story of Jesus’ final
journey to Jerusalem, where He would be crucified? Where did Jesus learn to walk the
journeys He had to take in order to fulfill the Old Testament prophecies, trusting that God was
with Him? Perhaps it was from hearing Joseph talk about the difficult journeys that he and
Mary had taken in faith and how God brought them through it. Just as Joseph had known
somehow that God was with him, Jesus on His final journey knew that God would redeem His
suffering and use it to transform the world.

All of us go on journeys we don’t choose to take; that’s just life. However, when we are on one
of these unexpected journeys, if we open up ourselves to God, we can see His hand leading us.
When you find yourself on an unexpected and difficult journey, recall the words of the Prophet
Isaiah from the 40" Chapter verses 28 through 31, where he was writing to encourage the
Israelites during their own difficult journey in exile: “The Lord is the everlasting God, the
Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and His understanding no one
can fathom. He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths
grow tired and weary, and young men will stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will
renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary;
they will walk and not be faint.”

| don’t know what unexpected journeys you have been on, or what journey you may be on right
now, or even what journeys await each of us as we prepare to enter 2026. But because of the
birth of Jesus Christ that we will celebrate this Thursday and His Resurrection that we will



celebrate in April, we have the assurance that we do not have to make these journeys alone.
Jesus came over 2,000 years ago looking for you and me to help us enjoy and endure this
journey called life. He came to give us hope that we will celebrate on Christmas. Let us never
forget that Jesus Christ is the true source of hope as we journey through life; let Him be your
constant companion as you walk in faith. It is said that each journey begins with a single step;
let your first step be towards Jesus Christ and you will never travel alone. Let Jesus Christ be
your constant companion as you journey through this holiday season and 2026. Merry
Christmas!



