
What Credit Card Should I Get? 
 

I am not a financial expert but I do know that the best way to engage in owning your 
healthy, financial future is to research the information that is out there and do what is 
right for you. 
 
I have found that NerdWallet is an extremely well organized and easy to follow site with 
focused categories in investment, credit cards, minimizing debt and planning for your 
financial future.  A great next step for anyone interested in taking action would be to 
visit their site, or one similar to theirs and start putting action to your plans. 

 
  
In this document you will find references on where to go to find tips and insights on 
getting the best credit cards.  I have isolated four of my favorites.  
 
For those with good credit: ​Citi® Double Cash Card – 18 month BT offer 
For those with fair credit: ​Capital One QuicksilverOne Cash Rewards Credit Card 
For college students​: ​Discover it® Student chrome 

For low or no (bad) credit: ​Discover it® Secured Credit Card 
For small businesses: ​Ink Business Preferred® Credit Card 
For families: ​Blue Cash Preferred® Card from American Express 
 

*Details on each card down below 
 
Make sure to review the Zelladu Masterclass: Fun With Finances to get best tips and 
practices when deciding on which credit card to scoop up. 

https://www.nerdwallet.com/
https://www.nerdwallet.com/redirect/credit-cards/4220?clickHeader_category=Credit%20Card&clickHeader_productId=4220&name=Citibank-Double-Cash-Card&trk_channel=web&trk_element=hyperlink&trk_location=MarketplaceApplyNow&trk_nldt=undefined&trk_pagetype=roundup&trk_sectionCategory=MarketplaceProductCard__productName&trk_topic=Rewards%20Credit%20Cards&trk_vertical=Credit%20Cards&finish_type=external_application&has_prequalified=false&impression_id=b97e1f87-6706-48da-a96f-96e97a2973dc&link_type=PRODUCT_NAME&monetizable=&page_number=&product_display_driver=user_selected&product_position=0&section_name=&section_position=&header_pageViewId=b4bd37c2-b9aa-4e53-9b5f-faa18b8bb18d&clickHeader_productSlug=Citibank-Double-Cash-Card&clickHeader_productLocation=MarketplaceProductCard&clickHeader_productInstance=unknown&clickHeader_linkType=PRODUCT_NAME&clickHeader_productPosition=0&clickHeader_sectionPosition=&clickHeader_offerVersionId=90446439&clickHeader_pageNumber=&clickHeader_impressionId=400c38b4-a5fa-4079-8475-78ae1d8b6eea
https://www.nerdwallet.com/redirect/credit-cards/11720?clickHeader_category=Credit%20Card&clickHeader_productId=11720&name=Capital-One-Cash-Credit-Card-Rewards-Average-Credit&trk_channel=web&trk_element=hyperlink&trk_location=MarketplaceApplyNow&trk_nldt=undefined&trk_pagetype=roundup&trk_sectionCategory=MarketplaceProductCard__productName&trk_topic=Rewards%20Credit%20Cards&trk_vertical=Credit%20Cards&finish_type=external_application&has_prequalified=false&impression_id=ee556f3b-53cc-48ae-b221-46d686f9fa86&link_type=PRODUCT_NAME&monetizable=&page_number=&product_display_driver=user_selected&product_position=14&section_name=&section_position=&header_pageViewId=b4bd37c2-b9aa-4e53-9b5f-faa18b8bb18d&clickHeader_productSlug=Capital-One-Cash-Credit-Card-Rewards-Average-Credit&clickHeader_productLocation=MarketplaceProductCard&clickHeader_productInstance=unknown&clickHeader_linkType=PRODUCT_NAME&clickHeader_productPosition=14&clickHeader_sectionPosition=&clickHeader_offerVersionId=96878324&clickHeader_pageNumber=&clickHeader_impressionId=74a5e92f-5ad3-431a-90b6-f9679b6d9f96&pos=14
https://www.nerdwallet.com/redirect/credit-cards/6050?clickHeader_category=Credit%20Card&clickHeader_productId=6050&name=Discover-it-chrome-Students&trk_channel=web&trk_element=hyperlink&trk_location=MarketplaceApplyNow&trk_nldt=Decide&trk_pagetype=test&trk_sectionCategory=MarketplaceProductCard__productName&trk_topic=Best%20Credit%20Cards&trk_vertical=Credit%20Cards&finish_type=external_application&has_prequalified=false&impression_id=285d24af-e21b-4f20-8efe-9fa0c89ae8c2&link_type=PRODUCT_NAME&monetizable=&page_number=&product_display_driver=user_selected&product_position=1&section_name=&section_position=&header_pageViewId=6172b276-aaa7-4755-8b46-cc603f5e12ad&clickHeader_productSlug=Discover-it-chrome-Students&clickHeader_productLocation=MarketplaceProductCard&clickHeader_productInstance=unknown&clickHeader_linkType=PRODUCT_NAME&clickHeader_productPosition=1&clickHeader_sectionPosition=&clickHeader_offerVersionId=96757368&clickHeader_pageNumber=&clickHeader_impressionId=6fdc01bb-ee5d-496a-86f3-8882054d9715&pos=1&source_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nerdwallet.com%2Fthe-best-credit-cards%3Ftrk%3Dnw_gn_5.0
https://www.nerdwallet.com/redirect/credit-cards/6054?clickHeader_category=Credit%20Card&clickHeader_productId=6054&name=discover-it-secured&trk_channel=web&trk_element=hyperlink&trk_location=MarketplaceApplyNow&trk_nldt=undefined&trk_pagetype=roundup&trk_sectionCategory=MarketplaceProductCard__productName&trk_topic=Rewards%20Credit%20Cards&trk_vertical=Credit%20Cards&finish_type=external_application&has_prequalified=false&impression_id=e0b4fa4a-9ba2-40d1-8359-51942993acb9&link_type=PRODUCT_NAME&monetizable=&page_number=&product_display_driver=user_selected&product_position=13&section_name=&section_position=&header_pageViewId=b4bd37c2-b9aa-4e53-9b5f-faa18b8bb18d&clickHeader_productSlug=discover-it-secured&clickHeader_productLocation=MarketplaceProductCard&clickHeader_productInstance=unknown&clickHeader_linkType=PRODUCT_NAME&clickHeader_productPosition=13&clickHeader_sectionPosition=&clickHeader_offerVersionId=96757760&clickHeader_pageNumber=&clickHeader_impressionId=f23597dd-8eb8-4430-8fdb-25c420703d97&pos=13
https://www.nerdwallet.com/redirect/credit-cards/3065?clickHeader_category=Credit%20Card&clickHeader_productId=3065&name=Chase-Ink-Business-Preferred&trk_channel=web&trk_element=hyperlink&trk_location=MarketplaceApplyNow&trk_nldt=undefined&trk_pagetype=roundup&trk_sectionCategory=MarketplaceProductCard__productName&trk_topic=Rewards%20Credit%20Cards&trk_vertical=Credit%20Cards&finish_type=external_application&has_prequalified=false&impression_id=f16071dc-dacb-474f-b1df-c6899c254adc&link_type=PRODUCT_NAME&monetizable=&page_number=&product_display_driver=user_selected&product_position=15&section_name=&section_position=&header_pageViewId=b4bd37c2-b9aa-4e53-9b5f-faa18b8bb18d&clickHeader_productSlug=Chase-Ink-Business-Preferred&clickHeader_productLocation=MarketplaceProductCard&clickHeader_productInstance=unknown&clickHeader_linkType=PRODUCT_NAME&clickHeader_productPosition=15&clickHeader_sectionPosition=&clickHeader_offerVersionId=98175356&clickHeader_pageNumber=&clickHeader_impressionId=a96d761d-6251-43fe-b8d0-802a451dbe23&pos=15
https://www.nerdwallet.com/redirect/credit-cards/1114?clickHeader_category=Credit%20Card&clickHeader_productId=1114&name=American-Express-Blue-Cash-Preferred&trk_channel=web&trk_element=hyperlink&trk_location=MarketplaceApplyNow&trk_nldt=undefined&trk_pagetype=roundup&trk_sectionCategory=MarketplaceProductCard__productName&trk_topic=Rewards%20Credit%20Cards&trk_vertical=Credit%20Cards&finish_type=external_application&has_prequalified=false&impression_id=cbf9ff2c-d7e7-42a8-a2c7-551f599689f7&link_type=PRODUCT_NAME&monetizable=&page_number=&product_display_driver=user_selected&product_position=7&section_name=&section_position=&header_pageViewId=0cd1aeec-cad4-4d16-ac18-fb09e50520ac&clickHeader_productSlug=American-Express-Blue-Cash-Preferred&clickHeader_productLocation=MarketplaceProductCard&clickHeader_productInstance=unknown&clickHeader_linkType=PRODUCT_NAME&clickHeader_productPosition=7&clickHeader_sectionPosition=&clickHeader_offerVersionId=98920186&clickHeader_pageNumber=&clickHeader_impressionId=59235554-ff21-4c52-aa6a-3f1c8ceab74f&pos=7


Citi® Double Cash Card – 18 month BT offer 
Good Credit 

 

Pros 
● The value in this card is pretty much all in its stellar rewards rate: 2% cash back on 

purchases — 1% when you buy something, and 1% when you pay it off.  
Cons 

● Other cards offer higher cash back percentages in specific categories. And this offer 
does not include a sign-up bonus. 
 

Why We Like It 
With the Citi® Double Cash Card – 18 month BT offer, earning cash back is simple and lucrative. 
If you're looking for a low-hassle cash back card to use daily, this is it. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nerdwallet.com/redirect/credit-cards/4220?clickHeader_category=Credit%20Card&clickHeader_productId=4220&name=Citibank-Double-Cash-Card&trk_channel=web&trk_element=hyperlink&trk_location=MarketplaceApplyNow&trk_nldt=undefined&trk_pagetype=roundup&trk_sectionCategory=MarketplaceProductCard__productName&trk_topic=Rewards%20Credit%20Cards&trk_vertical=Credit%20Cards&finish_type=external_application&has_prequalified=false&impression_id=b97e1f87-6706-48da-a96f-96e97a2973dc&link_type=PRODUCT_NAME&monetizable=&page_number=&product_display_driver=user_selected&product_position=0&section_name=&section_position=&header_pageViewId=b4bd37c2-b9aa-4e53-9b5f-faa18b8bb18d&clickHeader_productSlug=Citibank-Double-Cash-Card&clickHeader_productLocation=MarketplaceProductCard&clickHeader_productInstance=unknown&clickHeader_linkType=PRODUCT_NAME&clickHeader_productPosition=0&clickHeader_sectionPosition=&clickHeader_offerVersionId=90446439&clickHeader_pageNumber=&clickHeader_impressionId=400c38b4-a5fa-4079-8475-78ae1d8b6eea
https://www.nerdwallet.com/redirect/credit-cards/4220?clickHeader_category=Credit%20Card&clickHeader_productId=4220&name=Citibank-Double-Cash-Card&trk_channel=web&trk_element=hyperlink&trk_location=MarketplaceApplyNow&trk_nldt=undefined&trk_pagetype=roundup&trk_sectionCategory=MarketplaceProductCard__productName&trk_topic=Rewards%20Credit%20Cards&trk_vertical=Credit%20Cards&finish_type=external_application&has_prequalified=false&impression_id=b97e1f87-6706-48da-a96f-96e97a2973dc&link_type=PRODUCT_NAME&monetizable=&page_number=&product_display_driver=user_selected&product_position=0&section_name=&section_position=&header_pageViewId=b4bd37c2-b9aa-4e53-9b5f-faa18b8bb18d&clickHeader_productSlug=Citibank-Double-Cash-Card&clickHeader_productLocation=MarketplaceProductCard&clickHeader_productInstance=unknown&clickHeader_linkType=PRODUCT_NAME&clickHeader_productPosition=0&clickHeader_sectionPosition=&clickHeader_offerVersionId=90446439&clickHeader_pageNumber=&clickHeader_impressionId=400c38b4-a5fa-4079-8475-78ae1d8b6eea


Capital One QuicksilverOne Cash Rewards Credit Card 

 

Pr​os 
● The flat 1.5% cash back rate is pretty great, especially for people without perfect credit, 

and there’s no limit on the rewards you can earn. The rate is the same as that paid out 
by multiple cards for people with good or excellent credit. (Those cards usually have no 
annual fee, however.) There are no foreign transaction fees, and you can be 
automatically considered for a higher credit line in as little as six months. 

Cons 
● The annual fee of $39 isn’t very high, but it will still cost you something to have this card. 

The ongoing APR is high, so you should plan on paying your balance in full each month; 
otherwise, interest will wipe out your rewards. 
 

Why We Like It 
The reality is that not everyone has a credit score above 700. The Capital One QuicksilverOne 
Cash Rewards Credit Card gets a big thumbs-up for offering an extremely competitive 1.5% 
rewards rate for people still building their credit. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nerdwallet.com/redirect/credit-cards/11720?clickHeader_category=Credit%20Card&clickHeader_productId=11720&name=Capital-One-Cash-Credit-Card-Rewards-Average-Credit&trk_channel=web&trk_element=hyperlink&trk_location=MarketplaceApplyNow&trk_nldt=undefined&trk_pagetype=roundup&trk_sectionCategory=MarketplaceProductCard__productName&trk_topic=Rewards%20Credit%20Cards&trk_vertical=Credit%20Cards&finish_type=external_application&has_prequalified=false&impression_id=ee556f3b-53cc-48ae-b221-46d686f9fa86&link_type=PRODUCT_NAME&monetizable=&page_number=&product_display_driver=user_selected&product_position=14&section_name=&section_position=&header_pageViewId=b4bd37c2-b9aa-4e53-9b5f-faa18b8bb18d&clickHeader_productSlug=Capital-One-Cash-Credit-Card-Rewards-Average-Credit&clickHeader_productLocation=MarketplaceProductCard&clickHeader_productInstance=unknown&clickHeader_linkType=PRODUCT_NAME&clickHeader_productPosition=14&clickHeader_sectionPosition=&clickHeader_offerVersionId=96878324&clickHeader_pageNumber=&clickHeader_impressionId=74a5e92f-5ad3-431a-90b6-f9679b6d9f96&pos=14


Discover it® Student chrome 
College Students 

 
Pros 

● You earn 2% cash back at restaurants and gas stations, on up to $1,000 in combined 
purchases per quarter, and 1% cash back on all other purchases. (Unlike with Discover's 
other student card, you don't have to "activate" your bonus rewards.) The annual fee is 
$0. Students with a GPA of 3.0 or higher can earn a $20 statement credit each year for 
up to five years. There's also Discover's signature bonus for new cardholders. 

Cons 
● Although there's no foreign transaction fee, Discover isn’t as widely accepted abroad as 

other cards. If you plan to travel internationally, make sure you have a backup plan. 
 

Why We Like It 
Discover offers two fine cards for college students. The Discover it® Student chrome shines with 
its no-maintenance rewards structure and student-friendly bonus categories. You also get a free 
FICO score, low fees, and forgiveness for your first late payment. Plus, Discover says there's no 
FICO history requirement for this card. 

https://www.nerdwallet.com/redirect/credit-cards/6050?clickHeader_category=Credit%20Card&clickHeader_productId=6050&name=Discover-it-chrome-Students&trk_channel=web&trk_element=hyperlink&trk_location=MarketplaceApplyNow&trk_nldt=Decide&trk_pagetype=test&trk_sectionCategory=MarketplaceProductCard__productName&trk_topic=Best%20Credit%20Cards&trk_vertical=Credit%20Cards&finish_type=external_application&has_prequalified=false&impression_id=285d24af-e21b-4f20-8efe-9fa0c89ae8c2&link_type=PRODUCT_NAME&monetizable=&page_number=&product_display_driver=user_selected&product_position=1&section_name=&section_position=&header_pageViewId=6172b276-aaa7-4755-8b46-cc603f5e12ad&clickHeader_productSlug=Discover-it-chrome-Students&clickHeader_productLocation=MarketplaceProductCard&clickHeader_productInstance=unknown&clickHeader_linkType=PRODUCT_NAME&clickHeader_productPosition=1&clickHeader_sectionPosition=&clickHeader_offerVersionId=96757368&clickHeader_pageNumber=&clickHeader_impressionId=6fdc01bb-ee5d-496a-86f3-8882054d9715&pos=1&source_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nerdwallet.com%2Fthe-best-credit-cards%3Ftrk%3Dnw_gn_5.0


Discover it® Secured Credit Card 

 

Pros 
● Rewards probably aren't top of mind (nor should they be) when you're building credit, but this card 

makes a great offer: 2% cash back on up to $1,000 worth of spending per quarter on restaurants 
and gas, and 1% on all other spending. Handle your account responsibly, and you might be able 
to move up to an unsecured card: Discover begins reviewing your account for a possible upgrade 
after eight months. 

Cons 
● Like all secured cards, this card requires a security deposit, which will determine your credit line. The 

minimum is $200 — and with a credit line that low, the cash back you get will be minimal. There's a 
$2,500 maximum deposit, though, which allows for greater rewards. 
 

Why We Like It 
The rewards and other features on the Discover it® Secured Credit Card are better than those on many 
unsecured cards for good credit. 
 

 

 

https://www.nerdwallet.com/redirect/credit-cards/6054?clickHeader_category=Credit%20Card&clickHeader_productId=6054&name=discover-it-secured&trk_channel=web&trk_element=hyperlink&trk_location=MarketplaceApplyNow&trk_nldt=undefined&trk_pagetype=roundup&trk_sectionCategory=MarketplaceProductCard__productName&trk_topic=Rewards%20Credit%20Cards&trk_vertical=Credit%20Cards&finish_type=external_application&has_prequalified=false&impression_id=e0b4fa4a-9ba2-40d1-8359-51942993acb9&link_type=PRODUCT_NAME&monetizable=&page_number=&product_display_driver=user_selected&product_position=13&section_name=&section_position=&header_pageViewId=b4bd37c2-b9aa-4e53-9b5f-faa18b8bb18d&clickHeader_productSlug=discover-it-secured&clickHeader_productLocation=MarketplaceProductCard&clickHeader_productInstance=unknown&clickHeader_linkType=PRODUCT_NAME&clickHeader_productPosition=13&clickHeader_sectionPosition=&clickHeader_offerVersionId=96757760&clickHeader_pageNumber=&clickHeader_impressionId=f23597dd-8eb8-4430-8fdb-25c420703d97&pos=13


Ink Business Preferred® Credit Card 
Small business 

 

Pros 
● The sign-up bonus is worth $1,250 if you redeem the points for travel booked through 

Chase. (You can also transfer points to a dozen or so airline and hotel programs, 
including United, Southwest, Marriott and Hyatt.) You'll earn 3 points per dollar on up to 
$150,000 a year in spending on travel, telecommunications (internet, phone and cable), 
shipping, and advertising on social media and search engines; all other spending earns 1 
point per dollar. 

Cons 
● This card's bonus categories aren't a good fit for all business owners. There's an annual 

fee of $95. After the first year, you’d have to spend at least $2,534 before the rewards 
make up for the annual fee. This might not matter as much to you, though, if you deduct 
the fee as a business expense on your taxes. 
 

Why We Like It 
The Ink Business Preferred® Credit Card offers one of the richest sign-up bonuses available on 
any credit card, anywhere, and it pays handsome rewards in a variety of categories. 

https://www.nerdwallet.com/redirect/credit-cards/3065?clickHeader_category=Credit%20Card&clickHeader_productId=3065&name=Chase-Ink-Business-Preferred&trk_channel=web&trk_element=hyperlink&trk_location=MarketplaceApplyNow&trk_nldt=undefined&trk_pagetype=roundup&trk_sectionCategory=MarketplaceProductCard__productName&trk_topic=Rewards%20Credit%20Cards&trk_vertical=Credit%20Cards&finish_type=external_application&has_prequalified=false&impression_id=f16071dc-dacb-474f-b1df-c6899c254adc&link_type=PRODUCT_NAME&monetizable=&page_number=&product_display_driver=user_selected&product_position=15&section_name=&section_position=&header_pageViewId=b4bd37c2-b9aa-4e53-9b5f-faa18b8bb18d&clickHeader_productSlug=Chase-Ink-Business-Preferred&clickHeader_productLocation=MarketplaceProductCard&clickHeader_productInstance=unknown&clickHeader_linkType=PRODUCT_NAME&clickHeader_productPosition=15&clickHeader_sectionPosition=&clickHeader_offerVersionId=98175356&clickHeader_pageNumber=&clickHeader_impressionId=a96d761d-6251-43fe-b8d0-802a451dbe23&pos=15
https://www.nerdwallet.com/redirect/credit-cards/3065?clickHeader_category=Credit%20Card&clickHeader_productId=3065&name=Chase-Ink-Business-Preferred&trk_channel=web&trk_element=hyperlink&trk_location=MarketplaceApplyNow&trk_nldt=undefined&trk_pagetype=roundup&trk_sectionCategory=MarketplaceProductCard__productName&trk_topic=Rewards%20Credit%20Cards&trk_vertical=Credit%20Cards&finish_type=external_application&has_prequalified=false&impression_id=f16071dc-dacb-474f-b1df-c6899c254adc&link_type=PRODUCT_NAME&monetizable=&page_number=&product_display_driver=user_selected&product_position=15&section_name=&section_position=&header_pageViewId=b4bd37c2-b9aa-4e53-9b5f-faa18b8bb18d&clickHeader_productSlug=Chase-Ink-Business-Preferred&clickHeader_productLocation=MarketplaceProductCard&clickHeader_productInstance=unknown&clickHeader_linkType=PRODUCT_NAME&clickHeader_productPosition=15&clickHeader_sectionPosition=&clickHeader_offerVersionId=98175356&clickHeader_pageNumber=&clickHeader_impressionId=a96d761d-6251-43fe-b8d0-802a451dbe23&pos=15


Blue Cash Preferred® Card from American Express 

Families 

Pros 
● Leading cash-back rewards at U.S. supermarkets 
● Rich bonus offer for new cardholders 
● Intro APR period on Purchases 

Cons 
● Has annual fee — but if you spend more than $31 per week at U.S. supermarkets, the 

rewards offset the fee 
● American Express isn’t accepted at as many merchants as Visa or Mastercard 
● $25 minimum redemption 

 

 

https://www.nerdwallet.com/redirect/credit-cards/1114?clickHeader_category=Credit%20Card&clickHeader_productId=1114&name=American-Express-Blue-Cash-Preferred&trk_channel=web&trk_element=hyperlink&trk_location=MarketplaceApplyNow&trk_nldt=undefined&trk_pagetype=roundup&trk_sectionCategory=MarketplaceProductCard__productName&trk_topic=Rewards%20Credit%20Cards&trk_vertical=Credit%20Cards&finish_type=external_application&has_prequalified=false&impression_id=cbf9ff2c-d7e7-42a8-a2c7-551f599689f7&link_type=PRODUCT_NAME&monetizable=&page_number=&product_display_driver=user_selected&product_position=7&section_name=&section_position=&header_pageViewId=0cd1aeec-cad4-4d16-ac18-fb09e50520ac&clickHeader_productSlug=American-Express-Blue-Cash-Preferred&clickHeader_productLocation=MarketplaceProductCard&clickHeader_productInstance=unknown&clickHeader_linkType=PRODUCT_NAME&clickHeader_productPosition=7&clickHeader_sectionPosition=&clickHeader_offerVersionId=98920186&clickHeader_pageNumber=&clickHeader_impressionId=59235554-ff21-4c52-aa6a-3f1c8ceab74f&pos=7

